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To translate this as °‘like the smoke of’ raises
grammatical problems, since the normal form would be
7Yy3. Rashbam and Ibn Ezra see the problem and offer
unsatisfactory  explanations. Grammatically, the
‘construct’ form ¥y could come from a form Wy
(like 772 from 973, 72 from 71, etc.). The problems
disappear if we assume that the form is that of the
present participle (‘smoking’ which is 19y, see 20:14)
used as a ‘noun of the doer’ — just as 9nY as a
participle means ‘guarding’, but as a noun mecans ‘a
guard’. ¥y would then mean a ‘smoker’, and here the
mountain sent up its smoke just as the ‘smoker’ of a
furnace (does). The ‘smoker’ could refer either to the
chimney or to the incinerator — there 1s nothing to
decide which of the two, but in this context it makes no
difference.
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