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Old English offrian ‘sacrifice something to a deity’, of Germanic origin, from Latin offerre ‘bestow, present’
(in ecclesiastical Latin ‘offer to God’), reinforced by French offrir (which continued to express the primary
sense). The noun (late Middle English) is from French offre .
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Q: Why would the people agree to give the money to the temple as opposed to taking it themselves?
A: Well, what’s the point of it then? You aren’t giving it away; you are making a profit out of it
then. What is the sanctity of saying, “Well, if this happens, I'll offer my hair,” and then you want to
profit form that! Q: Okay, then why can’t they just cut to off and throw it in the garbage? A: Well,
because you say you are offering to the presiding deity at that particular temple, so there’s no
point in throwing it in the garbage! Q: I see. They do offer it to accrue to the benefit of the temple. A:
Of course, but in the olden days nobody did that. Okay, a hundred years ago or a couple of hundred
years ago you would just throw it in the garbage Q: And do the people who offer up the hair know
where it eventually ends up? A: No.
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14. Hair offerings
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15“The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V. Russell (published in 1916)
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Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego.
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17 “The plaintiffs (T. T. D. Board and others) did not want to prevent the appellants from carrying
out their trade. There was no objection to the appellants running their shaving saloons on Tirumala
Hills and carrying on the profession of hair-cutting and hairdressing of anyone who visited their
saloons. There did not deem to be any objection to the appellants shaving the heads of their
customers but the only thing they were not entitled to do, according to the plaintiffs, was to
shave the heads of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their hair to the deity as offering.
Therefore what the plaintiffs wanted was not an exclusive right to carry on the profession of a
barber. So all that the plaintiffs wanted was, an injunction restraining the defendants from inducing
the pilgrims to believe that they were offering their hair on their heads to the diety when they got
their heads shaved by the appellants and other defendants.

18. Therefore it appeared to him that the plaintiffs had a prima facie case that the mirasidars were
entitled exclusively to shave the heads of the pilgrim-votaries who wished to offer the hair on their
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Question: Tan someone send halr o Tinupall Balaji’
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By Nirmalananda Reddy Kasivi. said on May 11, 2017: npvn -n-l-: NYNDI N0 b:N l;,'ij 1'7UJ mIywn nx
Thig person lives in Tirupatl. India. !
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“If someane sends human hair through someans to Tirupal Balaji, when unable
o make pligrimage, he same could b2 el or placed al the premises of lonsure
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By Sri Venkata Rama, said on May 11, 2017: ‘7UJ D1PD3 nnywn PRW NXIMN ,D'(IJ‘? yunm W
"Yes you can. Just ensure there is someone you know well is going to Tiumala. binkinhss '77:'@3 nwy N0 NoOow r]v'oqn TN ‘n]bun

You ean giva tham the hair and request them o drop it in Hundi. It is & strong

belief that anything offered in Hundi is a offening to lord Venkateswara. My sisters D"[')’n '7UJ mIywn DN ]n‘pw onw ,3"ﬂ7N3 mpivi
whio are in USA had their kids hair sent 1o me and we personally took it to

Thirumala and offerse It in hur, NOMIPUYH A DX XN oM, onbw

By Sasldhar Darla, sald on May 16, 2017:
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| wouldn't recommend deing that, The whole point of pilgnmage is the journey
your undertake o visit lord Balaji. It has it's complels eflech only when someone NI 'b’bxn nu{']‘) DYIINU DWIYW '73']'7 n”bljn
goes to Tirupat in parsen and offers the hair”
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heads to the deity in discharge of their vowes and the temple was entitled to control shaving of the
heads of pilgrim-votaries and collect the hair which was endowed to the deity.

‘After dealing with the various points raised by the advocated of both sides, the Judge stated that it
appeared to him that the balance of convenience was in favour of issuing the injunction, and so he
dismissed the appeal petition with costs.
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19 We take a pledge with the idol that If a particular work is completed, I will come and submit my
hair (talaneelaalu) to you. Suppose we could not go to the idol at that time. Some obstruction may be
formed. Some people will cut their hair and keep them tied in a cloth. One Yellow cloth, one copper
coin, these hair...keep them all in a cloth and keep that tied cloth aside. Generally what he does is,
when he feels convenient, he will reach idol along with this hair tied in a cloth mudupu and drop the
same in the Hundi... Whether in villages or cities, after tonsure, tying the cut hair in a cloth and
offering them in the Hundi, offering whatever they have according to their status...all this is going
on from ages. Whatever it may be, it all goes to Him. There is no doubt in it
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From Cambridge Dictionary
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surrender
surrender
verb
1. surrender verb (ACCEPT DEFEAT)
to stop fighting and admit defeat:
2. surrender verb (GIVE)
to give something that is yours to someone else because you have been forced to do so or because it
is necessary to do so:
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Samarpinchu means “to offer respectfully. FFor example, when we offer something to god, we say,
“BaDVS SIS 00 (dEviniki samarpinchu saamagri”) meaning the material being offered to

god.
Samarpinchu - to offer, to offer with respect, with bhakti (devotion)
Arpana - to give, samarpana - to give with faith, devotion, happiness
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E0%B0%9A%E0%B1%81-samarpinchu-in-Telugu-mean-in-English-How-would-you-translate-it-
Can-you-give-an-example-of-its-use
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https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-meaning-of-the-Telugu-word-mokku-in-English
Mokku, a telugu word, means

1. Promise to offer something what you have to a deity (god) in temple, that can be
money, gold, hair or any other.

2. Mokku also in the form of an act in a temple
3. Mokku as a verb refers to touching the feet of elders or some one whom we worship
https://tamildictionary.org/tamil_english.php?id=4830 .27

(W1 STETN&E0 S, an offering of the hair of the head shaved off and presented to

an idol in fulfilment of a vow.
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Ancient Hindu literature stipulates that a man must be ready to offer his
head in the service of God.** It is not known for certain when and why the
Hindus began to offer the hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably
at some stage religious and fertility rituals somehow got associated with | 197 NPA% 27N DX
hair, which began to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice. In| WKW nNX 2pnd
the Temples of the blue Skinned Vishnu in Ma{d_ras 500,000 pilgrims offer | Sony a2y 1HW
hair yqn‘ly. 6(;)0 barbers are always in service.” In Triputi Temple (south S PPT I NS T
of India) and in many other such temples hair is offered to the goddess as
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Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to Opuv NN XOMPUH NN AN Ty
Tirumala usually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering. | D537 RXOMIPVY S390 "9y .MYan

Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit WX 17IJUJ Wwn (YOIN) 2’7|7ﬂ‘7
ir hai akatta - ial hall hi LA
the temple offer their hair at the Kalyanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose on '7'(17 ]31‘73 ,'7"7N‘7 Dﬂ‘?UJ
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bath in the Pushkarini follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the
temple and worship the Lord.

It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the
deity to whom it is offered. As one enters Tirumala cne would invariably find a
cluster of cottages and choultries built for accommodation of the pilgrims. Just N ar oy TNYn maw
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Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage by Dr. Thimmappa Valmiki .29
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Story behind Tirumala Hair Offering At KalyanaKatta mywn v
First devotee who gave her hair to god is Neela Devi. Lord Srinivasa named this hill by her name as 7”1 NN '7"7N'7
Neeladri. When Lord Srinivasa was hit by a Shepard on his head, a small portion of his scalp becomes NN X7 .0 .l..nl7
bald. There is no hair growth over that place and this was noticed by Gandharva princess, Neeladevi. She '7
felt such a handsome face should not have any defect. Immediately she cuts a portion of her hair and nnw yoann
implants it on his scalp with her powers. As hair is considered as the beautiful aspect of women, Lord .0 777‘7‘173 .7"10
Srinivasa notices her sacrifice and he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or gl ‘7]; 1910
Tirupati belf)ngs to Neeladevi. Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego. The word WK Ay
"Talanelalu” is also came from her name.
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92 Reena Puri: You guys seem to be really stuck on the tonsuring story. I am 62 years old and I've

heard this story when I grew up, so I don't think it is 15 years old.

33 As with all legends and myths some sources are clear whereas others may have come through the
oral tradition till someone noted it down somewhere. But this is the most quoted story regarding
the shaving of head at Tirupati. Yes, most devotees who have their heads shaved do know the
story and believe in it.
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Q: Did you actually know about the legend of N”d when you were growing up? Do you know if your
parents and grandparents knew about it?

A:

1. From my college days (since the 1950's) I have been visiting the Temple of lord venka-— as I
studied in one of the colleges run by the TTD in Tirupathi. Since then I have been hearing about
many of the legends connected to Lord Venkat-— of Tirupathi including the legend about N”d.

2. There is no possibility for my parents or grand parents to know about this particular legend as we
belong to the state of Kerala in India. This temple is located in Andhra Pradesh in India and the
Lord is the family Deity of most of them. So those who belong to this State and who are of the age of
my parents and grandparents may be knowing about it.
35, As far as my knowledge about the legend of N”d is concerned it is quite old. Whether this is
tound in any Purana I really do not know because the Puranas that I have gone through does not
mention it. Most probably there is some indirect reference to this legend. I have not spent much
time in knowing the source of the legends connected with Lord Venkate—- as I felt that such probe
is not relevant.
NYT RNW MY XN AT OP 09T RONW T TR Y AYT XN OXDL,NPOYD0 NYNW NHRWI XNW 20 1mw S0
MY AR R ORTND, T ATIN DY MIINRD P NYDW XN DR T ATIR D010 MNINKD 03w 702 MTIX 100
NI 7PI2T WA 19 NI MTINRD INW DY NNX AWPNI T ATIR NHND XONW 712 1130 DWW PRI T NIWN
INNR MIRN DAW 9233 P30T ,0 T KD NHW 0200w 100 HIW AWRTA N 0D ,NIW NTIRNW NVPI KNW
23R ,N5W NIPWN PI ITW MR DX DN AT DOYTY PN 1D DIW NAWIN KON PUDIPVN PR 0N IR 1M 1IN
SJNPYEON 52 YW NIywnnm 95K 0D MW NHYW NWWnw M3



TP PAD KV P P IR KN, DHTP AN KD DRI ATIRAW 3135 1w0°hnn onw 72000 95,0191 170K Yar
NI NORWA NORWI XOW TP 95 NN AN AT OY YW XY TR X 023w 715 100 TYW 13 ,np nw Mpn
NN 19PN SR OPITAW AT AN 9K 03 LATARD DX WHWW 120 DIW PR ,MYAN DX Wiy 7nd nwmon
NN ORWW 19K P71, (LATIRD DR ININN IRW WAPW TINND XINW 1"0Wn 2305 07NIw) 7"0Wn NIwa Nwin
1Y OV NN, DR DWIY 00 711D WDN SRW TNRW DW DRI ,VITVIRI DTN YW 01753 DRI NHRWN
MW NORWA DX ORWWI AT Y WnwI 075 WwT TOWNN NIwa 125w 92 . R ATIRD Y93 ntw Tn o

T DR DWW DN And

NI 7 NN DDIDNW INRAW 713 53,1211 KD N7 ..9D001N 5N Sw NmoIda P71 INTHW NIYLN 3PV DY
19 DN ,..."DWY IPRW INR DONDN ITW WNDN W2TA (49 'MY) 'NNPYION' K9m0 Hw mwIn INRD XS 53
1T DX 133K XD DNYY DNV T8 DX XD W’ NiNDID PN

Tirumala.org "nwin wipnn mRIw s w7
K2 D'RIRTIDNND M0N0 YW PwRIN pYNN DR P71 RN
0% MIPIWN TR IR MW 2 »nwnw phinn N

:(nn%nn

(IMMPN 757 INT WW MNP TP IXT) 002 NRINI ATARIW MMPHN SW A%1Tan mnonn 0o 95 by
TN DIDIDAN NN DIW D°9APN K DNYY 0N OX D3 N DX DPVVINT AT DPHRNI YT DPTNW NI AR

IPYN MIPLAW INRD 392 N1 SW 0137 SY MU poynaS Sam 1anow an Y3 MY PRW DRI Yax
JRYNA KOR APKY N0 WPW AP ONPAW A1 ATy oW X° 10910 HIXR AT WD Nrnd AR
0391271 0N APR YW ANKNA DX PD0Y 770 TR0 KN MNTA JNRD 197 ATIAY 00T DK ININIW 10M
2oRNW NWNY onY 01D DWIND Y TAYH Dhsn onw and 95,01 onmn Honon YHnm oK OX D3

119177702 79T ATIAY T 0, 0NNW Yo NWITM NRSIMN TR 'Y, IPWA ¥ON

PRRA ROW 10 AW DNYH 70 920 IR NI ATIAY T PR AT D0PHRRN XD 01900 9N DRW RN KDWY
N222 1)1 K22 A7 KXY IMTN2 AT ATIAY 70 TW IR O"DYNI N0 0T 19 NWY KOK NI NTava
PPY M L5991 N2 PHRD KD XINW D30 ,0IT NTIAYY 9115 PN DIWIA 12 SNXIWW (DW D"awH1 PP .KP) XIN2
UMM AT ATIAY AW D°PI0D3 WNDN 1571 SW S0DN 19 7D Y X1 ,(:TO M2 WY PY) 17T ATaya NI
N3Ww ,02M 1% AR (0,17) DUDIWA INOW 13,703 NN 2T Y nwpt 5553 N3 PraRn XS 1nonw manb

M3 DT I D79 A0 NIWY 7 1NN 2N ,IN991 AR 0D o Ty

95 Hw MbwOSNwANW (1"y moYnN '3 N3%0 X PID) ANOW ,NIT NTIAY MY W 07NN 72T 02 U8 N
;TP OY AN PN ,0N2IPNNRD XY DNIY DNW DIPW IRINIW DINION 27271 P27 ,092 500N N7y
19T TP ITW M2 O"DYN)

291 NTAND °D HY MIYWn Ty MY

SWw Nwyna X9 NrNI Awyna 1T SHoaw oS Pivn KON PN DTN NH PR IND 17PN N
;1T NTI2Y Sw DI 05 015°0Y 925 AT T MW D HY NIIYWN DTYIN DOX ArRD Mpnd Yax .pvobn nyon
1079272 1173 DIPN DI 15w T2 TINY IR MOYND MR KD HH0aw

IN RONMIPLI DPHRY PNIW NIIYWN HOW MR YR WwNDN 1IN0 ,2P0 N0INW PR N0 YW Npna 19N
M5 DOW UMY

87, https://www.indiadivine.org/content/topic/981205-preperations-for-
tonsure/?tab=comments#comment-5071723



he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati belongs to N”d :n531x21
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8. Q: You give the hair to lord Bala..? First goes to Bala.., and Bala.. give to nee--di?... So,
they are giving to Bala.., but Bala.. giving to N”d?

A: If you offer for bala--, bal-- give to Nee”d... They pray [to] god, that all the offerings
should be given to n”d only. After cutting the hair, cut your hair in Tirumala, that all the
hair goes to n”d account.
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| Swami: Neela Devi, she didn’t see, Neeladevi is a god, hair is only given to lord Vishnu |
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https://onwisconsin.uwalumni.com/features/black-gold/
"I assume the position as he fixes my blades to the razor handle. “Start praying,” he says. I
try to remember the god’s face, but there’s no time to contemplate: the man forces my head
downward and runs the blade down from the top of my head with the practiced efficiency of
a sheepherder. Satisfied, he grabs my chin, sticking a thumb in my mouth as he prepares to
dispense with my beard.”

#2 The time I got my head shaved at the world’s busiest holy site — The Confluence Countdown

And we started. My barber dosed me with water from the bucket of shaving water two
times, then basically massaged my head to get it wet. There was no soap or anything. He
then told me to pray to Govin--, put my blade into his razor and methodically got to work. I
sat crossed-legged in front of him, leaning forward so my hair and the water fell between us.
He moved my head forcefully but not harshly as he shaved. I prayed to Govin--
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3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Govinda

+ Angapradakshinam

Angapradakshinam is when pilgrims lie prostrate, and then roll around the temple,
chanting the Lord's name. The objective is to show their devotion to the Lord, and
thank Him for protecting them. It is performed in the Vimana Pradakshinam, one of
the pathways around the temple.
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o 45,

¢ Q: When they shave the hair do they pray?

e A: “Govi***” They will pray. Q: They will pray?

¢ A: They will pray and they will say “Gov*** Govi***”.[* one of the names of the idol]
e Q: Also the people that are shaved and also the barbers do they pray?

e A: Yeah, every day before starting their work they will pray (the barbers), and only
then they will start their work.

e O: Are there any people that shave their hair that do not pray? Some people just come shave
their head? Or everybody prays?

e A: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays some people don’t know the tradition. That’s the
problem.
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+1.Q): If the point is shaving to the idol, why don’t you tonsure in the temple itself? Is it because there

is not enough space?

A: In the past, all these were used to be within temple gopurams. Whereas, during the years
thereafter, the human population is going on growing. The devotees’ number is also
correspondingly increased. In the later days, this is being going on distancing away. As it is mainly
keeping the interests of the devotees without disturbing the Hindu customs, they are distanced and
to provide better conveniences is our responsibility.
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# : Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the gods?
A: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave
Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.

. This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also because no
offerings are made in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get even a second to stand in
front of the Deity.

5 We can offer anywhere in Tirupati. In Kalyana Katta (place to offer hair), and we can see idols
everywhere in kalyana katta..so it is the same image and won’t make any difference where we offer
Only difference here is they don’t do "pooja" (worship).just by saying govin-- we offer our prayers.

51 Q: Are the icons & idols in the tonsuring hall the same as the big idol on the main temple...?

A: This Venkat--a Swamy statue is all the same in all places. ‘yeka hastam katinchaivaa vamee
shankam sarichhame dakshane chakra hastamcha yekam vaikunta hastakam peetambadharam devam
naanaa alankaara shobhitam alrmelmanga samyuktham venkatesham mahambhaje’. The idol,
picture, statue of the Lord Venkateswara Swamy will be the same qualities as given above. No
change should be done with it.
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52 T asked if this building is considered a temple, and both the father and daughter said No. I asked
then why do all people have to take off shoes (as in temple) so they said that because it is an act of
offering to the gods than it must be done without shoes because of the holy circumstances
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e 53 Q: Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too? A: Yes, No Slippers are allowed
inside. Tonsure has to be done only by the people of specific castes

Hatbbhixiiniipialy fahie IEE
As we enter one of the huge four-storey kalyanakattas (tonsuring centres) we catch our first
glimpse of some female barbers. Those we speak to say they are volunteering and do not
receive any payment. At the door a security guard eyes us with suspicion before letting us
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enter this heavily surveilled space. A signboard reads: “The Kalyanakatta is a sacred place
where devotees offer their tonsuring with utmost devotion to Lord Srinivasa. The
employees working in this sacred place have to obey the following rules.” The rules state
that barbers should have bare feet, wear traditional clothes and refrain from smoking. They
should address devotees with the term ‘Govin--" and keep the space clean. The list ends with
the declaration: ‘Accepting or demanding money from devotees is a violation of the code of

conduct and will be dealt with severely as per the law.’
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spit and pass urinals in the premises of Kalyanakatta.
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devotees are requested to utilize them.
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Nappy Hair in the Diaspora, Pg 181. 700 7inn %5
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Leaving the hamlet I began my journey into the shrine. Despite the fact that there was a long line to
enter Kalyana Katta the assumption that I, an obvious outsider, was there to receive tonsuring
prompted temple authorities to usher me to the front of the line (see Figure 5-30). These actions
may have also been the result of my status as an outsider who appeared to be the focus of a film
crew. Upon entering the temple I began to explain my true intentions which caused a minor
commotion. I was instructed to wait in the office while they attempted to secure permission for me
to videotape the inner workings of the shrine. My request to do research had not specifically
indicated that I wanted to enter the temple, and this is what caused the confusion. Eventually, I was
told that I could not videotape inside the shrine, and I could only enter if I intended to be tonsured.
So my tonsuring journey ended in the office of Kalyana Katta.

56 https://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/report-shear-devotion-the-barbers-of-tirupati-2101788
"Even now, all 60 women barbers are part-time, not permanent,” points out Rama Devi. "Piece-rate
barbers get just Rs.2,000-3,000 a month." During the just-concluded peak season at Tirumala



=7139 NY 91 INIAW MAaS 3

5952 N1WN NTIAYA TR KD 17T PTIIAW ANRPYEON *HYI OnIYh NI MNIN APR 1IXPR 185 P 1Y INw)

ATW N3N IMPIN ONW ANTID LDYY XN DWIK D°22IN0N NNYIND 9TNAW 0Ny N8 NUNRT URT - N

(24 'y) 12T WRIT MOPN Y NRIM
nNYNT OYND MW CTTAYN MnPna numnanm pubnb nnw nnann oyMRa mannnm
D201 wanwnh 0NN ,Wnn DM YYNd 0V DAwy oI ,0Yno oy o onub
OW DpPRw D727 RO 1723 110 NN NI DYpmE DUBuDn Wiy m‘:p: ow o™Em
D3350 DY TINTIPRY 72197 |25 T3 P DD DM 2110 PIYN WTPNIY R - 1703

w2 11NN 952 AT NX DUWIY 99 ,N2WN N OYINR ATAYRW H55 . N0Y PRI XD A1 ,NOIN KN 99000, DINK
,MNNN 990N K23 17792 192,555 nXHn XSS 019y 78N MIKRNLD DNPNITIAYA 00100 YW 1% MNHN 1T

AT ARMILM YY1 1

Venkat--- temple, 150 women barbers were hired on a temporary basis to help manage higher
footfalls at Kalyanakatta. And like most Hindu places of worship, they don't enter the premises or

work if they're menstruating.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vedas#Authority_of_the_Vedas

Authority of the Vedas

The various Hindu denominations and Indian philosophies have taken differing positions on the
authority of the Vedas...

Though many religious Hindus implicitly acknowledge the authority of the Vedas, this
acknowledgment is often "no more than a declaration that someone considers himself [or herself] a
Hindu," and "most Indians today pay lip service to the Veda and have no regard for the contents of
the text.” Some Hindus challenge the authority of the Vedas, thereby implicitly acknowledging its
importance to the history of Hinduism, states Lipner.
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It is so said in ParAshara Smriti's (PS) Chapter 9.
T mRn 9O Y9

Whatever sin a man commits attaches itself to his hair. Hence he should clip his - N

hairs to the length of two fingers' width from their end. ™ VI Saapzhly
PS 9.55 o NI Y INEDW
Attaching a screenshot from the book:

JYIPW' YONN YW oxnMDa
SUCH a 1111 uL Ptlldll\;c, guca L UTLE: A4

Whatever sin a man commits attaches itself to hi:
hair. Hence, he should clip his hairs to the length ol
two fingers’ width from their ends. (55)
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38 ”A man should get his head tonsured whenever he gets an opportunity to visit a holy place because
hair are believed to contain all the sins he has committed”
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Mahabharata Section CXXXVI

And being thus seized with passion, the great sage of a highly irascible temper, tore off a matted
lock of his hair, and with holy mantras, oftered it as a sacrifice on the sacred fire. At this, there sprang
out of it a female exactly resembling his daughter-in-law.
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194 The Pagoda of Tripeity.
tho well-educated natives by that same,ond is distinguished by peculiar merassy
and other rights above other parts of the surrounding countries.

¥ This temple is distinguished by the oblations which are offered to its god
by Vishnoo's votaries from all parts of the [ndima world, Prioces send their
vakeels, or ambassadors, to present their offering to the shrine ; whilst the
poorer peasant, who may have Butle clse to offer, wraps up some petty oble-
tion in a piece of wax-cloth; a hundful of rice stained with munjail makes it
look a Jarger packet. The cause of these offorings is es follows: the idol,
switten with love for the blooming Tudmavutzee, dasghter of Akasha, rajah
of Narrainevunoun, in the Bom Ravze zemindary, determined to espouse her,
but wanting coln for the matrimoninl expenses, be raised the wind by the nid
of Cuvera, the Indian Plutus. This god, however, directed that the money
thus ient should be repeid sanually to the sovereign of the countries lying
between the Palaur and Soonoomookei rivers, und the votaries ut the shrine
pour in in great oumbers during the Brambautsoween, or sine-day celcbretion
of the nuptiols, and, onoually, at this period, two-thirds of the nsml collec.
tions are made,

“ The bramios maintain that the Hindoo princes allowed the revennes from
this source to be entirely employed on the spot in religious ceremoties,
and that the Mussulman first appropriated, on the score of the sbove cleim,
the produce of thess oblations, During the eacly wars we bad with the
French, in this part of the world, this source of revenue was one of the fist
fruies of our conquests; though ceruainly its legitimacy i much to be doubled.
These ofierings, of counicaee, ore made gencrally from interested motives, and
are of every diversity of sriicles conceivable; gold und silver Tumps, ecins of all
sorts, bags of rupoes, copper money, spices, sssafatida, the hair cut off the bead,
frequently vowed from Infaney, and given up by some beautiful vingin In com-
pliance with ber parent’s oath, A man who is lame presents o silver log; if
blinel, a silver or gold eye; n fact, there would be no end were T to coumerate
the various ways in which Hindoo superstition develops itself on this occa-
sion. The jewels, which & women bas woen with pride from infancy, are
voluntarily left before the idol; she sppesrs with a shabby cloth before the
stone god, and presents a splendid one, which bas never been worn ; she tears
the bangies from ber infant's little legs, and fondly bopes that the god, whom
she

Seos in the clouds and beors in the wind,

will shower down his blessings on her and hers.  She bas, haply, traveled
hundreds of miles, and accomplished her object; and, perhaps, before a
journey, which to her might have been one of terror, never left hor village asd
the bosom of her own family. The birth of a son, reconcilistion with eme-
mies, suceess azainst the foe, sufe termination of a journey, the marclage of
ason or dsughter, prosperity in trade, esjoyment of health, and the reverse of
thote, areaeong the rexons which Jead together, in the direstion of Tripetty,
the wine av well as ignorant hesthons,

© The offerings are not always prescatod by the interested party; they may

be sest by relations, fricade, or vakeels, but they are frequently Forwarded by
goteyacs. A goseyne is a servant of the temple; there are o conaidenble
pumber of them. A few months before the Brumbaatsoween, they set outin
different directioos, and reaching the country they intend to commenra their
operationsin, they usfurl the sacred flag of the god, with which cach is eotrosted.
“Round this iolatrois benner the Mindoos gather, and either trust ther ofer-
ings to its beaver, or carry the caunickee themselves to the foot of the idol.
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Women, on the other hand, are most careful to preserve
their hair intact. They pride themselves on its length and
weight. For a woman to have to part with her hair is one
of the greatest of degradations, and the most terrible of all
trials. It is the mark of widowhood. Yet in some sacred
places, especially at the confluence of rivers, the cutting off
and offering of a few locks of hair (Vepi-dinam) by a vir-
tuous wife is considered a highly meritorious act.

A Brihman gentleman of high rank in India once described
to me how he had taken his wife for the performance of this
ceremonial to Praydga, which, as the point of meeting of the
Ganges and Jumnd, is regarded as one of the holiest places of
pilgrimage in India. She was escorted to the banks of the
river by a troop of priests—there called Prayigwil—carrying
cocoa-nuts, areca-nuts, flowers, kuikuma, etc. At the conflu-
ence she was made to sit down and offer worship (piija) to the

Ganges. Then one of the priests recited certain texts and
prayers from the Veda, and holding a pair of golden scissors
in his hand cut off about two inches of her long hair. The
locks thus severed were deposited as a precious offering in
a costly metal vessel, but not without the addition of five
rupccs; to make the gift more acceptable: Then the husband,
in ratification of the ceremony, poured water into the hand
of the priest, who thereupon took the moncy for himself and
cast the locks of hair into the river. The shorn woman re-

garded this presentation of her precious locks to the river-

goddess as a great privilege, for it can only be performed by
a devoted wife who is Tiving virtuously with her husband, and
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In its west quadrangle is placed a long Gangalam
(large brass vessel) covered with a long canvas spout and
guarded by peons and vigilant guards. All votive offerings
| from devotees are deposited in this vessel cslled Koppera.

They range from hairs removed from the shaven
heads of men and women to diamond jewellery, orna-
mental necklaces, ear rings, gold bangles set with pre-
cious stones, bundles of currency notes, gold, silver, jag-
gery, sugar candy, idols, vessels, wrist watches, promisory
notes, lottery tickets and other articles, and coins of all
denominations current and old.
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18 The stock position of Human Hair put for sale is follows,
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1. First Variety 4000 Kgs ,7"0WNA "NMNT NN mYWN PWRW HWA 910N 02 1]'73’.7
2. Second Variety -- 14250 Kgs

3. Third Variety 22640 Kgs DIINW WMNDN DM ,5DDUHD maywn Sw N Nnn oW
4. Gray Hair 150 Kgs. 61

5. Hundi Hair 175 Kgs. U2 NW WA DR TI932
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Some apparently very emotional and not very literate Hindus every once
in a blue moon do put their hair in there, but that hair is less than even Ny 0T Sy OXWI Sonvn nSNInws Nwynd

[an insignificant minority, and it is also totally not avodaso bekach.

[ just found out that there is actualyl a sign on top of the Hundi, in four NXNPIW TY NAY P’Nan 19DX R7DW apy 290
[different languages, that says:
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Q: Do the temples allow the hair to be placed in the Hundi? A: Yes

Q: Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into
the temple to put in the Hundi? Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and
than bring it to put in to the Hundi in the temple?

A: They do not cut their hair at Home, (Most of the people do not know taking part of the
hair from tonsured halls and dropping in Hundi They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure
at tonsuring places will be given to God directly. Some people will put their part of
tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the money offerings mostly) which is inside silver
threshold (Hundi which is very near to the main Deity)

The process is that, before starting the hair shave, 3 cuts will be done based on one's request
and they give the same to us, so that we can drop in Hundi after having Darshan. (very less
amount of people usually do in this way)
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These offerings, or caunickee, are made generally from interested motives, sod (17DIK) midlpn N> Dw
are of every diversity of articles conceivable; gold and silver lumps, coins of all onn INRW N "7"7?{'7 oINIw
sorts, bags of Tupees, copper money, spices, assafcetida, the hair cut  ff the head, , y
frequently vowed from infancy, and given up by some beautiful virgin in com- 0"ys N1, WRINN TTIW WU

pliance with her parent’s oath. A man who is lame presents a silver leg; if 5Y 9011 AN ITYNWS 7T DR 1TIW

Sw 9T1% OXDNA NN ArR T
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6+ Regarding offering of hair by devotees in main hundi inside temple, some devotees believe that to
express their gratitude, they offer very small quantity of hair and wrap it in a yellow piece of cloth
(usually dipped in turmeric and then dried which acts as disinfectant) and offer in hundi. While
clearing the hundi collections, the concerned authorities will segregate this type of offerings and
send it separately to the human hair auctions wing to carryout further process.
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Inspiration from Muhammad (pbuh) on how to deal with criticism y Prophet Muhammad (saw) challenge.
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67.0ver 20 years ago, I was a graduate student at the University of Chicago in South Asian
Languages and Civilizations. I found myself living in the city of Chennai (then Madras) to do my
dissertation research. One day I saw an ad in the newspaper for an Urs ceremony (Yahrtzeit/death
anniversary of a Muslim Sufi Saint) in Georgetown, the oldest section of Madras. I made my way
down the narrow streets til I found a small mosque with a dargah (tomb) attached to it. Near the
tomb, a group of men gathered to perform zikr (dhikr), the chanting of spiritual formulae. The
chanting and singing was awesome. It felt as if the room were filled with angels. (It wasn’t til
many years later in Uman, Ukraine that I would feel that spiritual intensity again.) In the middle of
the chanting, a small man stood up and began to pray out loud. There was a sincerity and beauty in
his voice that I had never heard before.
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Jesus, Son of Mary (on whom be peace) said: The
World is a Bridge, pass over it, but build no
houses upon it. He who hopes for a day, may
hope for eternity; but the World endures but an
hour. Spend it in prayer, for the rest is unseen.

- inscribed on the Buland gate of Fatehpur Sikri
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Emma Tarlo is a Professor of Anthropology at Goldsmiths. Her research focusses on dress,
material culture and the body in transcultural contexts and on new modes of ethnographic
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late, Crucial from the Orthodox Jewish perspective was the
question of whether cutting hair was a form of worship and
whether the hair was presented to the idol as a sacrificial offering,

thereby making it an abomination. Dunner, who observed Hindu

practices througkh earful lens of ancient Jewish scripture, saw
in tonsure the primitive idol worship forbidden in the Torah

A liberal rabbi might have seen things differently. He might

have recognised that for several decades there had quietly existed
a happy symbiotic balance between the Hindu practice of remov-
ing hair and the Jewish practice of adding it - an unspoken pact

between women of different nationalities and faiths who had,

without knowing it, found ways of expressing their devotion and

humility through sharing the same hair. He might even have seen
in this some sort of divine logic. If God required women to add
hair in one part of the world, He at least took the trouble of sup-
plying it from another. At its best this might have been seen as a
form of divine recycling. But this was three years before the first
Hindu-Jewish Leadership Summit in Delhi, when more liberally
minded religious leaders from both communities signed a
‘Declaration of Mutual Understanding and Cooperation’, which
states that ‘their respective traditions teach Faith in One Supreme
Being who is the Ultimate Reality, who has created the world in
its blessed diversity and communicated Divine ways of action for

humanity for different peoples in different times and places’.
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Your qules:iona are thoughtful, and | say this with genuine appreciation because the discussion of this issua has not (“”nj nnNa ,DHN

always been as devoted to the facts in the matter. What you point out, especially the difference between the official

ideclagy of the temple elite and whatever the pilgrims themselves might think, are real issues. At this point | can throw

hakiay ol ver fha phoime menives g % e p MpnY oH MTI ’)
y littie further light on the subject because, as | wrote in my letter, | am not an expert on Tirupati, My area of

invastigation on Hindu pilgrimage was elsewhara, All | couid and can comment on are the general principles of Hinduism

and its pilgrimage practices. Itis conceivable, though very unlikely, that pilgnms to Tirupati are out of line and do not .n11’UJ’ D’J”bgn nN

consider cut hair to be ritually defiling, which is the universal Hindu value. | can't say because | have not visited the

temple (except once, really as a tounist) and | have nol had the opportunity lo question the pilgrims directly

DM pIe!n

NN AW L5 M PIY W0 YW mwn 0727 0rn 5 I0WsW 0°17 PR L,TI0WNA NYRWO IMYMW Inywa
7911 27,2708 v DT KIM,APIewn son Hon ,nyrTen o1ho P KD XY KIDWw 9200 RN L(09PM)
N7, 0212901 YD 0290 0K AORWN AIMYNIWI NYWa 77 .6 93 1 nws 270IR5 92y Hark mna
0’727 9721 PUDIPVY PW 120 DX NPHW NPPOIN N IR PIW W w1 Ty 1HW NX OW DR TWwpnn
YT 2ATHW TARN YNW XINW 00 MTY KD 12DRT NPT 9270w TNR YV 92171 8D ,DIIIN DRT 1977



WW X KD DRI N2 MTYPI I217HWI 1991 90K 1w HN PRWW 15w NRD YHW RINW 00 w0Hw 995 XOX
Lonya oTapn oY W WYIW DMan IRw 55 Yy e ow 1 X 0a,00uIeb onrnnb s

52 BN
52 15N N17 NNPYYONA 17271 NIPn 10V SW A0 NN

YNPYEON 5V 1YY 12N3 N

NYOITNR T NMXNY Moo KN 9 PR Mopd
and ,MIMITPRY TN MTP I I0d D Nusn I Mt Hin-poo
OPRITYN Y 07190 N0

D3 ,MNTA TINPRI 127 PO ,MANd MyT 13930 19 WW DT 1070 M
5w D1pnY 750 KN NAW NIW MIPD NPYT XN AVDINRA MT TEON
LD MITHN HY DMK T TN WD IRV

DN 2¥M 1Y 9723 DPR H953 DNYAW M MTIAPN IRW 191 DUKITPAW TMK XINW MNTY WK 17and 5953
ANV YW RN 1HW INRI AN NN MDY XIDY ,TYN MTIY HW DNIMD 1IN KD 1NN 17N DR 09270
NN D773K 3WW INRD 2050570 11 1IN PAXR DY ,7"Y PR DNNAR SW MONN DX 2IN XIN 12 09T
NIWNN Y PwnM O ww Parnh P71 0T ROX PHX XD A1 05000 0 12w 1Y MmN SXw nan - o°Yoon
991 "1 .LOWITR H10NW yEN ATW PYONAN INW 05N ANY Pan XY NINW TN NINW TY IR DANIN YW
995w oM /NN W TN YW 0NN 0T R ,AMNN AT PN ,WHn MAand myTa T nw pan TR
NINW M2 P7,2°INKN VVIN PPV KINITIN MR HY 12T0W 15W IR JTT PTI210 W YT ANd MRS
T3 1727 172192 S5N0NW M NHR LINNK 92T DWW XD ,MIXIA XS 170 172 KD 1"Y3 1700 2w XY wnn
197 ATIY AWIND DX PN KD DRI AMNN MHYH2AW 2wIn XN KOX 59 1700 NTY MTANN DWW PRW
1TV PN LY MO WW AN NI ATAY TP YOW TIPA ,NIANN O¥Y DX 7YY DNMOW 12Wm ,PISW M

17195 KDY 1IN DX IMYY DAY IMYW WITH ¥ON 11N2 0°H050 NN

W ITI?D DNPPOR PNINW DINITWD XD VIDAT, "7 PWH MWH A3 TV 170 92 IR MY Tan wnn
DR N22DWI JTNDT,PIITIRD 1TIN2 MT T*Y” 19DKW TAXDY ,DYWI X MTIN OTR X1 12K "INgm ann
ANWD N0 AWY 77T DM DNED MW TRD W DR NI PITOW 1700 MNT YRR ORI 9T Sw onbw

LOTITI0M 11 1NWH KINW AWaIN DNY INmd .LPAT T Xinw 1Hy

IANRN T'DWN OPNPA I PRI TY NYWY ONTOTIT T PER
2 ,PUIIN D1 TYA DW TMAW T VPO TN TN 27 18 70w
X’OWN1 1 PRI, PAT0W 170102 YN N"YWNI nHw)

NTDW 2Py’ 290

7"aRI5 2NN WWW 77 NI ,T'OWN NIW1 0 INNTL)'WA MW AYNNa PIYn DX PN XPOW 1Py 270
X M0 XY Y95 NRA AR 550 Y77 pa KN 19K ,NMA3 1122 9270 NN 12 WK RT0HW PAVW 170
9125w PRI NMNOIBW "ANDWR” NYYA NaNn NpY DRPNNYL NNTL,DMI0IRG MIY0 1A 5901 nn 715 sy
15 TIP3 MO WHINM 1TINY 750 IMNT 270 19K 10 KHW DVID 1290 DW RSN MT 230 OY 70

Mynwn W’ INpYYOna » OX 07w 15Y JuYpna MmN KW 00 1IN0 X nNw I Yow pixh nwn L6
TN YW 0PN DX DAY PRW D77 IpRANa 2T NN 712Y DMOX D TARWT ,won 19w NX 0N NTynw
NN KW 70 P AT KD 122N NRW TN YaK WApWw 0 wap 0 an 0o Yy b v XY 1D DR INK e

N MMANTW MM AR NN 92PY 1w 0w ,52pY AWK 10 - MKW T0YPna mxya



PR .OW POX IDMW NIMOWNN IYINM T PIYY PRINOW WNON INYW31 130 MT 1310W TP (0227 DpWw
JYW 0270 NPT DN N PMMPR 0N IYRW DTRS 27305 M8 DX

VOYN W'

INXY ,7"0WN2 D PHWN NSWIW *IDY T, TRNM IRD 1TIN YW DK D1NND YITIN KINW 0°2900 TN
99w DX NOXS 120 AW Pan YHORD HY NTIND DR DTINY WW DN0IDNW YRW NXIN N'YWN mMwaw
AXIDI NN 7725 VOYN PWIA 1NN DR MHWH vHNM L(INPYEON *HYa Hw o*v195n H35 50 KXY AT
19205 WP 1IN ITYA ,NTARD PIV DR KPNT 7725 A0 WA Y YW InI0n R yw Ty TN 1 TR

.AN57 YV IMTY DX MOSPR% 17100 1NN MW 10N WA MW 011 %10

DY N 1R D270 HY 12Y PWIA W INRD NI DX PIAWW NOI MOYNY MYWw P 5”0 3930w InxY
AN DX N3 MY NI, MITYA OY 1MW WA ' 0NN (MTYR 2m1 125132 N3 NAmonn nnvp TV ,AK)
NITW INYW31 13N MTYN aNd 1K 122°pWw 0337 7R MITY Nnrp) NP»Pnon 0w K9S 0nw 0%3175 mIyn

.(an310 5y Mawn 1Y w2 1ROW RN 009 MR XY

MR MPWN ,N2IN0 IMTPA W " 5w PMITIN 05w ONW MRD N3 ,190 NRY 15W XINW NN
NMYWAW IP°0NW THNMT INKD D7I0IND 7127 Y2 DY 0200 YA PWIA MW N 1T ATy Nanpn nrnd
5y NIMRIW ©?DMPO YW NIaN MK AW DN O3 ,AIDINT DPHMPD AT N D7I0m 20K APRD 0N

ompn

NPRA YO MTPN AN IMRW 92N ,PmY5 NP TP DININ DX P75 0HNN WA M ,0T MINN KW INRS
AN KITW NI 0T INR A0 01w .72 70 9 KD 1912 NTIP PR SHnN NXIN D, mMTYN N2 N0 1Up VD
935 1MK 907 NI KINW MINT 1N I MTPN AN LW IO KINW PR MTYN No1H 0500 XS DYD

PN SN a R RALA

WYNY W MTNYA DK 3725 91220 170 73w QYD TN WA T, INRD MK RIW INRD MW 1nd 19K
NY0IAW TIYAW PI,NNWRIN AY01A 1Y MIT PN XYW 92T DWW 0PN 1Y WINND XY 77IWwn NY0In NS
M>°32 DIMONM 0N DX NOXWN IP°Y2 MPNY NP N0°3,N7IWN NP0 ,NTARD 11V P02 TRnNn NWRIN
BYD INK QYD IMIN PWIA ' ,0°IMI MNPYION HYIW DWIY TN WAThY TIND 1w DHOK5 1PN PR Uw

NN DA DMNA0A 92 ITTAW NYTY MY DT LT NK T72) PV YW wnd YaK Joivp 1wna 1arm L0
M1 RIT PO N2AW M YO KXY VAR, AW 10 NN RITW 02
;D™D YV INTY2 2100 PITINA

DNXY DTN DR AT MR PN NN NNKY KT DR MPRw DUYI0 DXy DRYamnt NN Yo

TR DPNMNT D010 7X1 0, K303 . Nai-Brahmin onxyb oXT1p 0 1991 ,9m10 Sw T oab wr 1Ko
5”5V I T DMNID 0 19RD DRYY NN DPhn Dnxy D nvana Yax ,0mndh oawm omvant
DX D230 MW NYNWWD 001w DMY1nd DRXY D'p 1NN DN, ONT MY ANNILA NTIAYA DPOIYw

Second Brahmin - Nai-Brahmin. It's a second category of ” 1 12'wi1 /DLO™D® MY’ O
12 Yw w0 a1,P0Rm1a KR W R3] "Brahmin

YW WM VAW 0NXY NN DR2WIN D0 paw XX ,0MNR190 0NXY NN D2WIN DI 10w MIpInnT Ty
2110 .2
DNIXYY DINNP 011991, 197720 RO NNRKA KT DX MpRw DYI0W DN w2 00Xy DT NN Y02
VWD, DTN PA,YDN0T TV P70 12w ,/DLDMD PRI 0T 0N DNYIN W ONYNWWD 2 N
JMm1a YW W D a1 W PRna nod

A9W NITYA NTAT2 IMWY an LT 5923 000 DRXY DX DRWIN KXY DAW IYANTN 7Y mMT N 0w rxh wr
X9 XY KXY, 0™MmIN 200910 ,00 710, NONW 19372 11 NI0IN NN LA 'K 0K 0,000 19K 1K
17T NIDONA DK Wy 0aw Y92 ,0M00 YW nd 0i1Y wr DXY1a , wNMpn Toyn 0aY wr Yax 0mns XY on
9137 0 PN, DAYW DI DK DAY W2 IK YT 910 YW 12pn Yw 0w aRmo,  0aow wrTpa
RhitnRkipalapibalvai W vibRl i alob)



92p KINW MWD AN 100N P NIN KON ,AYRWA Ip°Ya KIpon o1 vHnm X5 vhna XY MLyl XINw
1372 PRI OYNS MRINI BMHNN 09377 Y95 219 Y1 . 2wWIn KINw 72 15W YT DY NWY? TNX YOW ,DW YW
73PN DR wInh TR MDMON NPT 27 00 0270 PV 27,010 XpDl DU 1°12Y

DX 19°3w3a (1ANOW?) 12N>’ DNW D°O00 NXINW TY 9173 ynb vHy 13N PR 1D ,NNpYYon NN NN *105
myv NN DX 3PN PN L..ND0N OYD AT HY MW DNn XN TN L(912°29) WIXID AT DX PN WINn MTYn
'R PR XOW NP 13302 17727 DX IIDW 03 YAN,5"IN 2970 07 SY INYwa Nanaw mIya nnnw muivp
92y X170 KON 1950 Mnann i 935 25 oW RS KINW WA 1 uYnw) LIPwn IR Sapn SOXNY mynwn 0w

.(P5Y MW ONN XN DRTRITN DK DNW AXIWIT Y 100 DNW 0370 Yy

J(MINDNT AN AN TNN) XHNT NN

"To lord Tirupati® FRESRTE TR BAS R LETNE o omeb wbre onbann vt e o
i e R [ VERETTE T £ ODER ROpA YUETIRGRD 90K 1N, T 1PWUNN DAW  2IDO0 ANWNRIN NDMA
DNPTT FEPIN A M AT IS AENAS mn e,y S ne nrpen 8

_TTRTEE I T AR T PR U TP L misbin nb” mipT fnd onewa nonnnb
For lord tirupathi, for 2w onn K .ooRYaMM On ARY IYRWYT ONYINND WY THD T )
T AT, Soxarru Ty ::.n‘;s:\'.\"l“.'"'":-1.‘(‘7:\‘1T‘J?t‘)‘.n:n:-_\“JD‘.‘P‘J"‘I‘-")LJ]donaﬂonﬂjebairngODd ’nT vown PnDJ ”7IUN KON 4 n1~lywn
The bair is donated fo peela X7x 131K TTY R0 AN MM [0 w0 wwn oxere| IRTY ROW 1OONN ANPYION *HYA ORI
T3 D3 AAMNNY 170N 131, [uxorreh s v vy ieoxs| devi gd, nof for tlrupa;b]: DAW TYM D301 U MW 09195 11935

NN PR M0 NWYN1 WW DPNRN
2357 NI0N YW NI5N WYN APR P RN ,DHORS

ORW PWIA Y, 5WnY LIwn XDIR ANoN HY 19310 K91 I0NWIN 1R DIWNW PWIA M YW 03T nd Y W
D°90NW a1 ,RY - 19 MY 0I5 MWITH DP0I5IW 2305 NISN AWYN PI XN MR DR DW NP TAX I
03 M0 PR MWPY (..729°72) 912,751 2992 IMRD TIRD PInW M YR ,JWITH OTp IMwYH Yomnw
NNPYYN N0 DX IMD AN ,(MMPHN 7P IRT 21 MIpn Ty ww 1YY 2wn) 2195 P71 811w INRS

JMYY 2302 WN AWYN K91 (XHLA YONN 1D NHIPN TW) JWATS 1190 SW AWYn P NI MYIN NIon 1YY

NOW DYTY NIYWAW O ,DWIY DPTINAW MTIAY IRWI MPYI NP WW ORI XINW , TP 10 WA W N
;19505 1"pD1 DIW ONY PR 199N 027N W 121130 HIAN .DINK MIINPN NNW1 HODY 1D IDINA T NN DWIn
D911 191 ,NN9AN2 ARIW AN NP WKI T3 OYIX D7PW WO 27,595 NP0 IR KD ATw IR KD X0 0D
1DH MAYWN DX W an XS DW NT21.097 ATIAY NAIPN MW °T2 N21WN N 171N NPRY 73w By X
MWYY IWOKR 725 0N AWyn °5,10"po1 DIW N1 PR MY N 0¥ MIyWwn DX NN Dnmaw nnd 3 ,5000 )y

MW 1322 9NN 0T INN D IDIN AT DX W2AnY °9219°DK 0T 1Ty NAPN 12

RN DVHNN DNW MIPDNRA I MNRD THPW AT XN 19K ,071Y MO 12 DWHNWH D100 nwynb
NI2N2 O ANSY MXINI 02 015 DINK 0727 Y TP DPNINN CWRIN TR YW hws X0 1Y eRw T3
AWNI MY70 NYTS OK MK IYRWWI (77 MR DY X217) VOYN NWIA NIPW AN 29 NI0R XHDNIT .MKINN

(V5P AW PN TAMNN) ANDWN NN LK IN AT NWYNI

DTN NN 05 M2 KDY ,ND YT KD CIN LAY XD ATW MK O TN 20W YTV IR L1 w93
YNANSWS 'DNNW’ PR RY @vnnn) BN .00 DOW TIX X170 7109 9192 8D 021,072y XY Tw yapw
ST DX’ PR ,NTIAY TW YnWn AW Wb At Y nLATay atw pob b mTy nTana
M5 AR AT PYY  NIAR DRT.ATIAY ATW YR 00T DK NS 9137 IR PR IR D 2 KD A, vnwn
PTY KD IRW NP AT NN MY 9150 KD IRW I ,ATIAY ATW IMIN 1DDN NPIW IIN IN WO NY0n

T2 070 DX

WY N2 MIY XM ,WHI NTON 113519 AR AT 1DORI 1TIAY NTWIY NRIIION PWIA 1YW NI DRI "N
1HY HUIM ROW PN DINND TN 710 DX PR I INNW' XY DPNNIW AR 99 INRW XOX 12NN 1
JNPWA AN ANPYION HYAW AnN 27PHn 1T PN 1200 1,30



AR HY) PIIPN K 103NN OY 9277 XINW ,KX"0HW MNT 7K 17090 DX WHIN Dnw many b 2wn Ty
PWIA ' RN, WD OPITPN AN DY 12T T PHRW NYTH W2, (PHINI MW 0PN oY 1T NINWw
JPDIR NIP DO3ANW DWIR WH'N P KYX,HH 1mamnn oy 1277 XY voyn

DX NN% 19m XY XN AN DWwn YIN oW IMpan mMIPKI N2 ST TN Nwa Y Sw T ww b v
TN 937195 DNNH MVIDANW HINT PHRX TYIW MTYY TIAI 1991 127 IRMNL NTW P01, TN AXD Muopnn
IR DT 92T, T2H ©I2TN DX PITIY JWHK O ,192T HY P N0Y 025798 oY NWA Y HIX ,Mndwa onixad
oY 15w MMPWwnm 1nm 25NN X1 DW1,ANPYEON "5V Oy (MpYN "9IX) 17YD Anw XN Dpn Hon 1wt
MO MMND MYRW HRW NINW N7 KD O3) TAPH 92T DWW MW MR K17 KD 7D OX 191 03

(¥"31, 0770 MINWS PI% oniyvbw

,APWN MY DI AT 93 DW MIDTYNN MO, NMTYN P17 PNW DN3TY NN 93T HY NN Ty 1D W
WHON 0N ,NYNNA 1MRW AN DX 1PI0NWI IR 12NN 1INK XYW 1NWN 19010 MTA HWWIW PIyn)
131 AN3 IMTYA PO ORI 1PTYY M AMPW PWIA Y P DRI KD DIDPN DIPWI DMK

AP DRINMIW IR MUYPN AN AND NDWN Y ,D°NITPN 93 NK VIDIINW TYINY PN TP (..0MYD

R D2I0K3 DOWIRA 92170 R 7927 HW 1555 .ANpYEona ©onminn DWa X1INW AnH PNIpa N3P 13V XD TV
DWIND TH KD ON UDIPV AMPW AN ARIW PWRI °H3 DNW IR NLWI MTNPN DR DPINY DWINRA
0 Yy PTINN DT NR Panh Do PHTPRY D9PUW DUWIN HY XONR L21pHh mMTpn NX on Yooaw

PN MW °D Sy, 0 mway

DIN . MOKRY DONOMN DNNI DY PT PRI M YT 1Y 0 KD IPR 1 D32 T T 7N DIpN TV 00 OR
IR0 PN NPT TR NI OIPNN 00N DX DMK DIWN PN 0T YY IWYIW Dpnnaw 1on
TUW AVDILNIRI NTA TID HY ORINRW M50 OY PRI 01 JUDIPL HW WRIN MION OY KO R
,29n0vN NYNIND PWW NYDIIINL DD KAW ,"PKI NVIRW’ DY 11X MANINN 1NN 191 ,°0917°01 HonwH
191135 ,0N73 0190 7195 AN ,PHAIRD ORPID0 NX NNAINMT YONLA YW NN3INNS NWHWH 03 XN YYD
WY on NN Y A Yono 1riph 7a%1 DwIpmY DN Oy ,onsya Yonvn *Hnm oy nIansnn 1x0an
NP2 MM MTAY XA X 521 TH IRWHT DWH DN NMIWY O PoYva MW nManann
,7T7 DDA KWAN NN P72 XS YD ARW '0rmn'n Yo% on»nnb 1200 PX 199 ,pD0 01w *H2 DW MK ININ
PINW YT 0D HY I, ONIYN MIWID) MIPWN MWy ,P1aph 07,0 Nmn 20 DIW DNy HY YT PN

2WOW 093 T onh

..DtNNMN M5 05N MY, o"nen MY NnMNN MY X3 990

DYIHRNRA DA DUV 1

INANW 2970 IIND KNNTD MNPNRI YR IRDNW D NN JOP PN YW DVIVY NN MNW N3 037105
,PDD DIW XY ,DHKH 97NN 129p XN WWAW NI 250 AMIL DN IOK DVIVY DMK DOWN PON
MPNN Y212 MNTY JWHN 0NI2T YW NIANTIN MUXNN SN 0T HW D HWwn 12T TRN IPTE

MNT PHRR DY NNPWA U1V YWUNRIA NN

AW PRIM 0NN TAR DX 17K M7 PHR .D21T2 250 DIN30 DNW DN DWW AW W2 ,50n0n nhna
TR MK ORWW 1M 59 AR P I MNWY DRIW )T AMWA DBWN AT 18 W L0701 Hon) Tivbaxa
(W2 7 W IMTYA RINDIW D10 IRWS T, MM MTN MWD My Y71 ,000Iwh annnnn 8k




Q: Where they shave the hair, is it considered a sacred place? A: Yes

Q: It is considered a sacred place... A: Sacred

Q: When they shave the hair do they pray? A: “Govin--" They will pray.

Q: They will pray? A: They will pray and they will say “Govin— Govin--".

Q: Also the people that are shaved and also the barbers do they pray? A: Yeah, every day
before starting their work they will pray (the barbers), and only then they will start their
work.

Q: Are there any people that shave their hair that do not pray? Some people just come shave
their head? Or everybody prays? A: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays some people
don’t know the tradition. That’s the problem.

Q: Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the
gods? A: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave

Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.

Q: Can any person be a barber or he is a special person? A: A barber only will shave.

Q: But I am asking, can anyone be a barber or he is a special person? A: The barber is a caste
there and that caste people only shave there.

Q: Is it a “Nehi Brahmin”? A: No no, Nayi Brahmin

Q: What does this mean? A: Nayi Brahmin means... There are two (types of)
Brahmins...Brahmin is a A: for the god... Nayi Brahmin means...Mangala Vaidyam
(devotional music)is there...Mangalam Nadaswaram (a musical instrument)...Who plays
that (instrument for god) is called as “Nayi Brahmin”

Q: So they get their profession from their forefathers? It is in the family? A: It is in
generation, forefathers. Some new persons also learn...But from the same caste only.

Q: Are they considered a low caste or high caste? A: In Tirumala there is no caste feeling
(discrimination based on caste) first of all. Barbers are, they shave, but they don’t shave like
in the shops. There is some rules to shave here. They don’t do the soaps. They shave only
hair and the head. That’s it.

Man (off camera): they are very sacred compared to other places.

A: it’s a holy shave.

Q: So the barbers, they feel that they are working for the lord? For the god? A: They feel
their job is holyservice to god.

Q: I was asked here if the source of the god here, there are a few names...I was asked here if
he was originally a man or he was originally a god? I think that they heard that some people
maybe became gods. A: Originally he is a live (living) god who came from Vaikuntham and
became a statue here... While coming to...he met an accident with a cow herd, he throw the
axe...Axe make a wound here. At that time he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to
him. That’s the reason we are shaving the hairs here.

Q: I asked and I was told not but I have to ask you also. I saw that there is a hundji, also in
the place where the barbers are. Now I thought I was told that they put the hair in the hundi
and then after that they sell it. But then here I was told that they don’t put the hair in the
hundi. I ask you, what do they do? They put hair in the hundi or don’t? A: Hundi’s not in the
temple. Where they shave there is a special hundi for the hair collection. Only we will keep
that hair only. After shave, we will drop the hairs
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e Q: Into the hundi first? A: Into that hundi. Sometimes we’ll pray that, an example I will pray
god. We cut the hair for three times. We'll keep that hair in a package and we’ll drop in the
main hundi. In the temple.

e A: Main reason is we shave the hair is that hair is a symbol of “Kama”. “Kama”means...

e  Man (off camera): desire. Lust?

e Q: desire camera): A kind of lust thoughts

e Q: Also, I must tell you now that also in Israel in the Jewish religion they say the same
about the hair. That there is lust and desire in the hair. A: So we shave the hair and we will
say we don’t need anything. We want only have the Sarnagati (total surrender to god). ..

e Q: Also the young children, I was told that every Indian child when he is very young they
shave their hair, also. Why do they do this?A: Because in the childhood the brain is..

e Man (off camera): the brain is at beginning stage

e A: Begninng stage. The god has some power. The child do not know how to meditate, how
to grasp the power from the god. If we shave the hairs the power will enter the head...
Through to his mind. That’s the reason we shave the hair of the child...We put kumkum
(vermillion paste) here (on the forehead)... Because our soul is here (pointing to forehead
point between the eyes). ...And so that it becomes recharged, it (mundan) is for that...

e Q: The shaving of the children and the shaving here of the women and men it is the same,
more or less? Same reason? A: Yeah...Same reason

e Q: There are other places that they shave the hair in other temples in India also? A: Yeah

¢ Q: Not only here? A: Yeah

e  Q: But it started here, the tradition? A: No, No.
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Tonsuring is considered as a sacrifice to God.

The very fact that a devotee sacrifices his hair as an offering means that he fully believes
that somehow it reaches its destination. Why do we pray to God to make us good human
beings? It is because we believe that some unknown power whichever and whatever name
we assign to it will definitely help us and grant our prayers.

Even a small portion of the hair can be offered to the Lord. It is accepted by the Temple
management.

The majority of Women both in rural and urban areas cut their hair only for offering to
different deities in different temples.

I repeat that the devotees offer their hair as an offering to God. It is out of devotion that
they offer anything to God.

How do we know whether god accepts any offering or not. Only if we believe, we make any
offering. The one who does not believe in God will not be making any offerings to God.
Because he does not believe in the very existence of God. It is the faith of the devotee in God
that makes him offer any offering to God.

It is not compulsory to tonsure or cut the hair before entering into the temple. If the devotee
wishes to offer it then he may.

Though the hair that is offered is not placed before the idol, the devotee believes that his
devotion through that act reaches God. It is so in the case of any offerings. The story of N”d
may not be known to all devotees. It is not necessary that one should know that story to
make the offerings of hair.

Since many years (We do not know when this offering was started) this offering has been
made and devotees follow it. Devotees offer their hair to the Lord irrespective of the fact
whether they know the story or not.

Tonsuring is not a ritual. It is an offering to God that involves sacrifice.

The offering of the hair to Lord Venk-—-ra is considered as an important offering since
unknown times. It is also possible that the story of ND might have made the devotees do
this act. Anything is possible.

The devotee is not bothered or concerned about what happens to his offering of hair to the
Lord. It is immaterial for him. If he wishes and decides to offer his hair to the Lord then he
does it. There ends the matter. Probing that further is both unnecessary and also has no
significance.

The offerings can be anything. It is immaterial. It is the feeling of intense Love behind that
act that matters in devotion. The offerings can be a leaf, a fruit or hair or anything. The
story of N”d only proves her intense devotion to the Lord.

Human hair is one of the offerings not only at Tirumala but also in so many other temples in
other places as well. The belief in the story of N”d is also an important reason for this type
of offering at Tirumala. Even those who are not aware of this story may be making this
offering as it is considered as one of the important offerings to the Deity at Tirumala.



DORY AMpo mawnI T e
1TYY PN YW INWIRW PUIZNY PIRRN KINW IWIPD 12995 19°W DX 29PN TN0NW NTIPI DY @
WW DPPNRRND PNIKW PPON AT 200 DWIRD MK 0w OR 0°900nm ur 110 L(9ORD N.K)

JPNYDN DX RO KIN1Y 1073 DW NPX NIWN X XINW APR 917 XS M

Homun nHnIn T Yy Yapnn a1 .»OKS 1¥nh 11 wwnn op pONIYDR e

D'HoNva ONW D°HRY 39PN NN YY PI YW DR N0 DPNTYM D100 DONINI DWIN 17 e
DN

9K 927 5o @02 pn 00 MPpAT PN LOOKY 13995 DWW DX D°29pN DPTI0NW NIMINI NN IN e

IWRW M 127 RINW APK DI870 1IN ,DPHRND 1IN OK 27 .82 I8 12990 DR 91pn YOX oRA pTI T30 @
NNNRD LOORN YW mYR DYPA PRRN XD XINW DIwn POX DIwWH mMaNp 20 XY DHONI PrRn
585 1297 293P0 19 NInw X0n HNA TIoN YW avTan

2197 K TR 7T DX 290 11X TI0N OX L5910Y 10250 10Y 1P wn DR PINNY IR MY NN PR e

932 N1 95.2°5KS 3231 WPHRN IMPAT PN °3 PHRN TAON YOO IDY NIM WK 1PN WWA D AR e
T KINN MDD DX NPTY MY PR .DTN0N 930 1T KDY NT 13 YW MDONW 1P0 LMpn
LYW NX 2100

DX DYS DTN N1 12790 DX DWIY (AT 12990 DX 120NN 00 YT KD MK M DIw AT e
XOW IR 19700 DX 077791 AW NTYY 3w 92 HORD 0w DX D02pNn DTN LT

29902 90 OHRY 12 T LOPU RS AT AT e

1907 . MIT XY MDIPpNN DY 1TV AT ,2WN 12970 NAWN IRNWORPIN YRID WWwn Napn e
JIWHN 97 .0 NWPHN DX MWy 0TN05 D15 P01 WY T 191 YW ND0NWw 0)

NI OX 1922w M XD A1.99KS 19w 90w SW 2790 OY AMPW 1010 ARTIN N TIVM PR TN0N e
NINTH 02 X°N DD NPPN.L2IPN M N1 .DRT AW RID IR 9HRD 19w DX 219905 05N ¥
Jnynwn b pr on

MWNW AWYN MK ONARDW ATYN NARD DWIND T oM XY 01,937 9 nend ooy niuapn e
DR A2 7717 1921 SW MDD LINK 93T 5 IN W IR 1D ,05Y NPRD MM MiIampn NTand
2ORY nryn nnTo

ANNRD,DMINK NEAPHR 090NV N7 TP 02 KOX 15MI1P0A P71 KDY MIANPAN TR ITOWER W e
719°0Y DYTIN KOW NHNX 190K ,nH1IPP0A 127 YW AT MDY NIWN 120 D3 NTONNT 1971 SWw 719702
1901 YHORS D2 wNn MIpnn TRY AWNI NTw 9933 11012990 DR WY 00 AT

SDnvN PN MTaN ORD 1DH MIaMp DWW DWW XY 0N PRI M0N TIDI P11 WYl 2P0 e
298N 10Y TIYH nrIw o°vapn XY TN0

NWN X APPNY 0N PRW NPYLN MTIRD SV (291D wUpw Orh DTN DY IOXD W e
7772 @720 YW mmnn DX 9709 90 DIR 120 DR MY T DT TN WY, DINRN
2w N2Wwnn
DWIN 'Y KON, 07937 DWIK P KH 19D10 0N DIRTIDAN DND0NW Pan° 0273 (50 90 Hy i)
1P NNR RN DNDOAW NPAY NP NY APMY N0 DNY PRW 1M 00123 MmN 0Y D°HoN
LDPPIVRN SW AN IN RN2TIN PHYN DPIYRS D019 10 000 DMK DWINWY DR NY D31

.oonvn Nbnn oyovn MmN TN YY XINRN

e This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also because
no offerings are made in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get even a second to
stand in front of the Deity.
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Q: Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? A: Yes, its religious belief

Q: Is the hair considered an offering to the god? A: YES, as they are believing in god

Q: Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and
during the tonsuring process? Do the Barbers say any prayers to the god before and during
the tonsuring? A: Pilgrims chant govin-- before tonsuring and even barbers also pray
god before starting tonsure. They believe that sacrificed hair will reach the god.

Q: What does "Govin—" mean? A: govin— is another name of lord ven-—ara, the name
comes from the Sanskrit go, which means both "Veda” and “cow,” and wvinda, meaning
“finding” or “gaining.

Q: Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? A: It’s a Offering to God.

Q: I was told that Indian men and women believe that their tonsured hair will reach the
god- would you mind explaining that? Do they believe that the god accepts this hair? Is the
hair considered a gift? A: It is a Strong Belief that God Accepts their Offerings and full fill
their strong Desires. There is a Story regarding this Offering. (quotes the legend in great
detail)

Q: Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and
during the tonsuring process? A: Yes People who are Getting Tonsure will Chant "Govin--"
as it a significance that they are completely believing and Thanking the Almighty. Govin—
or Om Namo Venkatesaya are chanting Mantras.
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We are here to provide data about temple history, rituals performed, special days to visit the
temple, special offerings in the temple and much more. We are here to act as a partner in your
spiritual journey to Tirumala and providing you tour packages with LOCAL prices so that one
need not worry about tariffs hikes during RUSH seasons.
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e 7. Q: Is hair considered impure according to Hinduism? Is that also why it's cut oft before
entering the temple? A: It is not mandatory that people have to give their hair to God before
entering the temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT impure.

e Q: Is tonsuring done to humble oneself or is it done to give ones hair to the gods as a gift?
A: One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by God and there is a
short story behind this. (quotes the legend of baldspot)

e Q: Do pilgrims know about the religious stories behind tonsuring? A: Most of the people
knowing the reason behind giving hair to God. As mentioned earlier most of the people give
their hair as their wishes were fulfilled by God. There are people who will give prior to
beginning of any New tasks or works.

e  Q: Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too? A: Yes, No Slippers are allowed inside.
Tonsure has to be done only by the people of specific castes

e Q::is it acceptable for a woman to tonsure just a few hairs as a sacrifice to the god instead of
cutting off all her hair? A: Very valid point to make a note. Instead of giving their entire hair
to Lord, Woman can select Moodu Kathirimpulu in Telugu language (Three Cuts) to Lord
Srinivasa. Three Cuts: One at left, other at right and one is at center (Part of the hair)

e Q: Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into
the temple to put in the Hundi? Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and
than bring it to put in to the Hundi in the temple? A: They do not cut their hair at Home,
(Most of the people do not know taking part of the hair from tonsured halls and dropping in
Hundi They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to
God directly. Some people will put their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the
money offerings mostly) which is inside silver threshold (Hundi which is very near to the
main Deity

e Q: You mentioned that women can't enter the temple while menstruating- what about in the
tonsuring hall? Can they go to tonsure during menstruation? A: Strictly speaking NO. But
we cannot stop them. 99% of women will not tonsure during menstruation.

e Q: About Tirumala- do pilgrims go there specifically to tonsure (and don't do it at home)? Is
the whole area holy? A: Yes exactly Having tonsure at pilgrimage places means that one
is giving hair to god. Entire Tirumala - which is an hilly area is considered as sacred.
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Below are some things that you don't find in Tirumala. Movie theaters Footwear shops
Shops which sell Non Vegetarian No alcohol and one cannot take alcohol items from Down
hill (which is called Tirupati) No flights should fly above Tirumala.(it's a non flying zone).
Q: Is the tonsuring just a preparation for Darshan? or is it its own distinct religious custom
and ritual? A: Tonsuring started long time back and this is specific to Hinduism
religion . There is no connection between darshan and tonsuring.

It is not mandatory or custom that people has to have tonsure before going for
darshan. It's kind of religious custom.

Q: Can it be done after Darshan? or a different time? A: People usually prefers to have it
before going for darshan. Some can take tonsure and can skip darshan.
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6. Yes-oftering of the hair is considered very special & sacred especially in Tirumala. People believe
in the offering of the hair in return to the blessings received. in that, the offer is made with the
tullest sincerity...

An offering of hair is more precious than coconut/flowers... Lord Vish-- s a very compassionate God
and he accepts anything offered with devotion and true love to devotee's might.

77. Q: Oh so N”d really gave h er hair to lord Vish--? A: Yes, yes, yes.

Q: Oh it’s a real story? A: The legend is not just, not something imaginary story. It's not an
imaginary story.... something happened there...actually if I remember correctly it is applicable to
that temple and that place where this practice is continuing.And then you mentioned that it spread
to other temples... from generation after generation. There is a chance that it may reach 100% the
same manner as it was told and followed from several hundreds of years back.

Q: Do you know how old this legend is, is it a very old legend or is it recent? A: No, no its
thousands and thousands of years back.

Q: Oh, its thousands... do people in India, did they know it even in the 1800s? A: Yes, yes, yes, yes.

Q:So when they sacrifice their hair do they believe they are sacrificing it for Lord Vish-- or for N”d?
A: For Vish--, for Vish—.
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Q: Do you think the tonsuring at Tirumala and elsewhere is it considered a holy, it’s like a holy
sacrifice, is it holy or? A: It is, let’s say if you consider it as religious then it is holy...

Q: Is it religious? A: Yes, is it religious, Yes it is...

Q: And the hair itself, I'm just curious the hair itself, does it have importance because it’s being
sacrificed, you know it’s something important that’s being sacrificed, like when someone, you know
let’s say food is important to a person so when they fast they are sacrificing something important to
them. A: Correct.

Q: Is it the same thing with the hair? A: It is the same, same... Why should I sacrifice my hair
because... what's a need for me, essential for me, from that if you do only it’s called a sacrifice.

Q: So you want to give something that is important to you, your sacrificing it for lord Vish—. A:
Correct, correct. I want so many things....If someone’s giving me something free and if I donate
that... I got it free I'm returning it back so that doesn’t, it’s not a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But
something which I earn myself, I put my effort and I earned something and from that earning, if I'm
giving it 100% that’s a real sacrifice.

Q: It is a real sacrifice? So it’s not, the hair isn’t considered like something dirty or impure that they
want to take off before they want to go in? A: Nooo, no.
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4. Wikipedia — “Many devotees have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an
offering to god.”

5. Tamil Dictionary — The word used for tonsuring, mottaikanikkai is

“(LPLY.85M600T 186008, translated: an offering of the hair of the head
shaved oft and presented to an idol in fulfilment of a vow.”

6. From the Book “Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage” by Dr.
Thimmappa Valmiki, pg. 1738 “It is believed that hair offering establishes
a bond between the man and the deity to whom it is oftered.”



7. Dr. Shanta Nair: The very fact that a devotee sacrifices his hair as an
offering means that he fully believes that somehow it reaches its
destination... Though the hair that is offered is not placed before the
idol, the devotee believes that his devotion through that act reaches
God.”

8. Sign outside of tonsuring hall, in 4 languages: “Place of surrendering
human hair to lord ...” and in the local language the word used in place
of surrender is the same word (samapincu) used by all the offerings,
meaning the correct translation would be “Place to offer the tonsured
hair to the lord...”

9. Sign inside the tonsuring hall (mentioned in Entanglement pg. 82) “The
KRalyanakatta is a sacred place where devotees offer their tonsuring with
utmost devotion to Lord.”

10. TTD Magazine: “Ralyanakatta is a sacred place. Here devotees offer
their hair to lord in fulfilment of their vows.”

11.From an article in 1957 discussing the barbers, says it the duty of the
barbers “to shave the heads of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their
hair to the deity as offering”

12. TTD, the administrators of the temple, in correspondence: “It’s a
Offering to God. It is a Strong Belief that God Accepts their
Offerings and full fill their strong Desires.”

13. TTY, an organization to help those who want to research the rituals of
the temple: “One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows
tulfilled by God... It is not mandatory that people have to give their
hair to God before entering the temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT
impure... Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to

God directly.”

14.Gotirupati website: quotes the legend, and finishes off that the idol said
“he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati
belongs to N”d. Giving our hair to god is a symbol of leaving our ego”

15.Pilgrim in video (1): “Selling (the hair) in the market...that is a business,
I know very well. But my mindset is I am coming, I am shaving my
hairs, I am giving it to god. This is my mindset, my heartset and when
[ am shaving I am praying for the gods”

16.Documentary — “The Hair Brained Fashion Scheme’:- “Millions of
Indians believe sacrificing their hair is the path to happiness... in their
pursuit of good fortune many will make a very personal offering (their



hair). A woman is beautiful with hair and after offering the hair to God
she’s still beautiful.”

17.“INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES” documentary “In this temple in
Southern India, thousands of devotees are preparing to make a rather
unusual offering. Some of them have waited years for this moment.
Growing their hair before giving it to the gods. It is a sacred ritual for
millions of hindus.”

18.Documentary “Just Extensions” by Ms. Riqua Hailes. One pilgrim says
“God has the scar. The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar. And
than god gives (blessing) to her. The pilgrim will come here, they will
give their hair. Than the hair will be... on his scar.”

19.Documentary “Good Hair” from Chris Rock “When he fulfilled my
desires, I promised him I'd give him my hair.”

20.From the book “Sikh Religions and Hair” pg. 43 “Hindus began to offer
the hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably at some stage
religious and fertility rituals somehow got associated with hair, which
began to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice.”

21.“Head and Heart” by Mary Storm Pg. 29 "Hair sacrifice has its own
specifically charged symbolism, but it also shares much of the same
symbolism as head offerings, and as such should probably be understood
as a non-violent substitute for head offering."

22."The New life" by Arthur H. Daniels pg. 31 "In their origin the hair
offering and the offering of ones own blood are precisely similar in
meaning."

23.“The Census of India” 1981, pg. 251 “T'onsure ceremony is the most
popular custom of Tirumala. ... The Lord accepts from the devotees
anything one can offer but he especially likes their hair offering...”

24.“Entanglement, Emma Tarlo pg. 82: "Hair is a woman’s beauty, a
woman with shoulder-length hair tells us as we step outside. 'When she
gives it to God, her beauty goes straight to him.”

25.“The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V.
Russell pg. 86: "Another case of the hair offering is that made in
tulfilment of a vow or at a temple, in this case the hair appears to be a
gift-offering which is made to the god representing the life and
strength of the donor".

26."Hair" By Scott Lowe pg. 41: "Indian hair is an outgrowth of long
established religious practices of sacrifice, in which female devotees on
pilgrimage shave their head hair and present it as an offering to a

deity".




27.Dr. Anand Mohan: - He explains that there is no point in selling the hair
yourself after tonsuring and no point in throwing it directly into the
garbage: “Well, what’s the point of it then? You aren’t giving it awayj;
you are making a profit out of it then. What is the sanctity of saying,
“Well, if this happens, I'll offer my hair,” and then you want to profit
form that!... Because you say you are offering to the presiding deity at
that particular temple, so there’s no point in throwing it in the garbage.”

28.From Eidus of R* G. West — That the pilgrims explained to him that the
offering of hair is identical to the coconut offering, and that hair is not
impure.

29.Priest 1: From a conversation R G. West had with a priest: “If you
offer, this means, we are oftering the head, like that, It’s symbolic for the
head offering, head is the beatification... symbolic of the beautification
that is the symbolic of the hair offering... it is looking like head
offering.”

30.Priest 2: “That is why the people all over India come to temple and oftfer
their hair to god and god receives the hair as a holy sacrifice. Why,

because offering coconut and other things that are not part of the body
and they considered as prasada (offering tfood to god). But hair offering
is from the body that to it [the body], it is the beauty of the person. By
offering them he shows it is a sacrifice to the god, and god also considers
it as a Holy Sacrifice.”

31.Priest 3: “So many people will have some questions about the hair that
was given in this religious custom...Once we think whether it is useful
in any way to god... So no doubt, every flower, fruit, leaves etc.,
whatever you offer to god it will reach him. Whatever it comes with,

these things reaches to the god. We are expressing our firm beliet in
this.”

32.Priest 4: “...Originally, he is a live (living) god who came from
Vaikuntha and became a statue here... While coming to...he met an
accident with a cow herd, he throw the axe...Axe make a wound here.
At that time he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to him.
That’s the reason we are shaving the hairs here.”

33.Priest 5: “Offering of the hair is considered very special & sacred
especially in Tirumala. People believe in the offering of the hair, in
return for the blessings received. In that, the offer is made with the
fullest sincerity... An offering of hair is more precious than
coconut/flowers... Lord Vis—- is a very compassionate god and he




accepts anything offered with devotion and true love to devotee's
might.”

34.Priest 6: “there is a purpose of tonsuring. It is the practice, it is the
custom, it is the practice started in Tirupati which has now... Correct,
correct. I want so many things... If someone’s giving me something free
and if I donate that... I got it free I'm returning it back so that doesn't,
it’s not a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But something which I earn myself,
[ put my effort and I earned something and from that earning, if I'm
giving it 100% that’s a real sacrifice.”

35.Priest 7: “In our tradition the Lord Venkat--— has got an injury of his
head. one of his, like uh his beauty, lady beauty called Ne—De-— [Q: She
gave her hair?’] Yes, Than he said in Telugu that who gives the hair...”

36.Priest 8: “...Yeah, that means we already offered to god. We already
give it to the god.”

37.Priest 9: “And the women are giving hair for their own desire to give to
Bal... their hair, for their good luck, for their health, a lot of things...
Like an offering, yeah. So in that way you're giving something to
Bala....”

38.Priest 10: “Even in different big temples all over India, they go give
their hair like a sacrifice.”

39.Priest 11: “Q: But do they feel that they're giving the hair to the deity?
A: To the god, yes! Q: Do they think in their minds that they are doing
it for the deity, that he accepts the hair? A: Yes, yes. Exactly! Exactly!

40.Priest 12: “People giving hair to Bal... because Bala.. has a bald spot...
Had accident got hit with the axe. Ne”d donate to Bala... That's why
people give to the lord... people giving the hair, that belongs to
Ned..vi.”
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! “Most of the people do not know taking part of the hair from tonsured halls and dropping in Hundi They
assume - Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to God directly. Some people will put
their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the money offerings mostly) which is inside silver threshold
-Hundi which is very near to the main Deity.
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2 7. How long does the hair have to be in the hindu religion in order that it should be considered that the idol
took the hair?

We are not sure how long it takes. But till the time when you pay anything with lot of respect and homage, it
will be offered to lord and till the creatures on this earth lives on..and untill people lost their faith on him.

8. what is the hindu vessel? Where does the hair go into their afterwards?

Everyone has doubts about their hair offerings. what are they doing with our hair? Does it offered to lord? the
standard opinion of the temple is... we divide offered hair in to different sections based on their length and sell in
auctions. Many companies buy it for 1000's of millions. And that amount will be saved in tirumala treasury. so no
need to doubt... anything which is offered here will belong to lord and we believe it strongly.

3. Q: How long does the hair have to be in the Hindu religion in order that it should be considered that the idol
took the hair?
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A: The practice of presenting something with devotion is existing, but how long that it lasted none can tell. But
so long this human race is existing in this era, till that time, the devotees opt for the blessings of the god, till that
time, whatever the devotees present through their offerings will be continued. In turn, the god gives us ‘what is
necessary. Here ‘what is necessary’ means we can take it as goodness. That is, it is to be understood here that
whatever is bestowed is only genuinely good ambition. As long these devotees have devotion upon God till that
time this custom of presentations shall be continuing forever.

Q: What is the Hindu vessel? Where does the hair go into there afterwards?

A: So many people will have several doubts. Whatever the hairs that were given in this religious custom, what is
happening, where are they going? Once we think whether it is useful in any way to god. Factually, we are
leaving our hair lump by clean shaving our heads in our houses. Whoever has introduced this custom, it is
differently placed with the specific idea of positive goodness with high spirits. In fact, the Thirumal Thirupathi
Devastham Board also will divide this hair lumps. That they separate the longer ones, shorter ones and the
useless ones and then they will sell them by public auction. After this auction, there are several contractors who
shall buy this human hair wealth. They usually offer millions of rupees. Recently the hair was auctioned, and it
fetched 200 million for Thirumal Thirupathi Devastanam. Every pie in this amount will reach to the devastanam.

So, no doubt, every flower, fruit, leaves etc., whatever you offer to god it will reach him. Whatever it comes with
these things reaches to the Almighty. We are expressing our firm opinion on this.



PV YORY WOW AT HOW 0237 NUMPKA A1 1IN - DORY pwh MW nrn1 Yy anpyeon °Yya 1answ nm
1T IR D791 DN MOIAW 713 PIO°N DIW PN - PIWN 10 IR Dp1 XD DNImK 05w 191,XPNT 01010 1Nwn1
19 AR KW p°wn NR MonY 1 nnnw °10Y 1270 T M2 DIW WA IWn DR 02207 ONW XD W'

J5W NPNWA Sw KD MY WA K10 1270w momn 137,590 nmw

TN INTID RINW 1202 ,0707I0 K 0N MIYWAW IRW JMN TINR 37772720 120w m Sy uyu 1y 4
1PN ATW 0730M,2IYDIN TW D201 XN 73 ,071270 DX WOn X171 7991 ,namn Yy 12370 KN 0750w
NX ©amMI XY 193 05 ,n0Y A1 NR 1t nYY Py oW PRI LDON0 P23 NYY Iy W PRW D0o0n1 Dhrb

JSonva nimwn YHRY nywn

JIIPM 713521998 92 A1 13aM97 925 BMIR SR AT 957 I8 KDY P27 AW AT S 13N AnpyIon Hya
UMY "NNon XI1XNY RS mRn1a HH10

"PWN” WWHW NN 11930 DINAW YW 7" 19ORY Wn Mo»Nwn PIva anow NN Ymbon T
,DINR MNIPNA N1 13IRA 722 AWYNRI MIN NN - 715 "DNn INSPWw MWW MITIW 13 891,775
RYDIN ATIND 2T PYT PR PIVA YW APTRA "AMAN"A DX 21n3% Yo XS 0na 0017 MMpn DIw 1
MNP T PRI, NP0 1N "R - PPT N AIwn XD1 1PN 0D WW POW 13N 910 1NWWS 0,/ Dwm

270 RS 1M 5901555

W ,AYHR ROW MINPN N30 WW NANOW MHWw uyv XY X 19K X0 OX 773 PIva anow o i
NNOW WY DNIY TAW 71T NN XY IR W 'APT APR NN 00 01005 AW ...N2°03 P XAW MIpn
A0 Mynwn an WT KD XNNDN °3 1203 DRDY NNW MIM "KIATINA 120 XNw 0nSW INNa
AN NTW DYAR DRT,DWIRD YR PO 1O 0YIR A7 KIAATIA - 77 On 032185 wIsn L/RIATING
MY O7AYI DIW 7P NY DTHYI\DTI0 Ww ,0now 1Y $33 0377 XN 791.9°9x5 15D Xonw 513035 n7ann
W YW AW T 191,773 0%5RY 0NN MAywn” - VOYN WA DY AW 03 WNDN 1K 07 .07

"[5°980] .15 P71 nn Iywn [Sar] a9 X0 7" DWNDN AMS2 07277 DX DK 1D OY VOYN

DIW? NV WY 1PW 1Wwnn ND33 D930 0737 19X, "H533 IR KHW” YR ROW ANpyIon "Y1 1anow nm
NP1 NI 7970 - IR D7 TAPW 21 53 1NN 5"y 0YIN LH"DY - "DrInR DPRTW 00YYR DIw "D IR D099
DAW POMT .XMPNA NMANIW M NI ARMA NW 0D ,TW AW IR IROND TW DOPnRD OX 10K, 99K
AMWP NNYINN NTIAYW IRAND 091,77 1YORY MINT 01w’ 191,798 0w HY IRIPIW Mya) DIw nowh
DR X2n NXITW a0 70 DNO1 TN KD 1M1 .NTaPI 129K DTN XN AMNA D"YW 173 7270 N - OK
M 7251 A1 95 ..09HR 19 RONW D700 151 YNW INTY XINW "X ,AYOK KD NW Tpn N2 woyn 1w

LI R AWINW "N7A0" "IPIN"N NIPOR NN 1NN KOW 173 "ID7T KW PUON KINW

NX PN XY X0 AnY 12000 2235 nnYann Jnad yaa o™ Y a7 o1Ina H7a00 DR OIRANW Om J
(...7IY5 INMIND MIY 1IN NN DNYANA TIV DR PN KXY Y9Ow AN Syw X0 oxyn XHonw) Nt opnn
19720 LPTRPHA PIVND Opn AT PRY D000 Pab K Pivw opn XY A oo nn i HTan w Y1>aow
WO YHINT,MON WP KOW IRTN NHRD TUIN HTINW 1IHDTRA 7120 PWRT 72772588 KIN Mynwna STannmw
AW "DIIYN HTINN" NR P00 MOXN KD MIY KINW M3 IW 12T LKOW ORTN APTT Sar  myv ww
NI ON MIWN 77 001,17INn DR KY ATw vHnn XINw 5933 NRT PN XY K0 MIRDIN TNWH MNw ,0maInn
21720 "AN'N IR L2 IR 2 .77IYN K2 DNO ATW 0NN RINW IR MK PP XS TW N0 AT DK NN

.07 R PN XY XKW D7oon

57300 0 ORI TNAWAN PP 1T KD - DR NHNWH PIVA 0TI YH BYRW 1N 7172 R
1IN IO MIPI PPWW AN AT IION DWA MK NOIW 1 DI DR KN MRDIN P2 R nyvbw
O3, MY MO D YW KN DX DIW A0 72T PIVH DNW 027N NIpn H32 KRN MmN INWWRHW
,011N °DH DTPON DN 923 PN 1IATW DIMINW AT KN N0 MO - MO PIOND JPW W PI XN DX

D101 1NWN PINWY DY XINW 12wm

N1 01PN, DY) PPN - DIDAW CTINY IPWN DX 002151 OpYNW 93 5P MY POM ORI PIVa N
X9 77 PT°1 9725 D 1DHYL DWW WY KINW 070 K17 1OW , 0PV 270N 2727 KR pohya 190 937 HY N
1°I91N3 13077 IRW 111K NPNDHYVN AW ATINW M1, MRNN KIN 1OW AT KINW M ,(1°127 070
17°N0 NRT NP 995 ROR ,AWNSN NRT PR PWUNRT 927,00 MIPW IR XOW 133K *T100 YW 02119m0w 10790
SW "PI2T PPTM MNENRIT SY AMHRW 92T 7Y AT 30 ,NWNIN DRTW 2NN 533 AMpw nnd oo P



115 ,79D32 79121 1°DK1 ,DWY DINIW IWW WW mMpn NMwy Uw an 7257 27 KD I 17737 IMDw MOM™M
NN DIPNAIDINAW

5y WITW A0 MaT PIva 0
T DNW 09w DKM WW DTN
mnw Nt oww ar Y9 nm
QTR 2322 121 - 712 7T T OPK DPINM DSYIY ARMIN 2011 123070 TW P RIR 1IN2D UNIRW Y0 ..MNW NN
PR O3 00T DEYIW PPNV PRY QWN, AT AT 000 AT M0 MOTYN VIR NN "Sya 1351 03 N5 19INX1 0’7277 NN

L PIEPNR RN PPN R YN PYN 03T MR RS HYIW R 1IITIDUND WRI NN DINN
LNT23 90 N MR 17PN 0983 KIDW OTRD 1207 27T w0 TV X0 10127 I1pl ROR
DM VI OINRAW D' 0731 WKW 73T 1137 N2, IW0 AN TR 7109 07918 P

3py a1 nawn) Y8 NYT INNA SR S 121 20| T KD 1m0t v ot vie obow vty P TIND PIAT DR XDW  ANPYION

DN 9K TV ,0nYW DD W HI NK 03 YA IR KXY KINW D0HW YR PO D0, 1OY 130D %73 TIRD
"NT NMON™ MYT 07X 125 WW IN3 XIW 13 11077277 DX YA DNW "APTYTa 17N 00Y 03 1D MaT
wTY THY PRW M3 - "ArH A1 0onr v 0210w wiITH 90 PR 92,0007 P DOSYNW PRYn PRW ow” minw
,T1T722 70 RIN DRI D17 MYDNA ARTIOW MO TNSY Mo KOX 15 ami &Y L1y TayY 1p o0 ounw

[.ow SHonn xn 9o 8D X101 P

YRR PO 73T Yw P Yhnn pnvl prIn n  TIRD TIRGD RS oYW DwInnw on ,opn Yon
:07277 OIN MM, ond 1yna

0’5718 0N .INNd P NraY 00318 02192 095w NHRIW DPPNRND N0 N MDA 1DIRI IIPRD 071
93N .27y DMK ,MTNRY TNIN ,1P0°210 MK DMK N 5P ,NT AR *YY ,pas N Yya nrnd
I X7 ,090 DX X120 IWKRD L1 OW 00110 ANPn KD TW 0°XI7 1K 112°30 090 Y Yonon nnRw)
oY1y 1T .ANW Son ,Anw PN 92 ,nnw N 55, Anw Yy 5o nRnpw o3yn Yy Yanon .007aT pan
TNINW DY SW MO MIN DX IWA DX TR MK X7 1350 20RA 192 .70 Pan owm ,1ra 127 Sw
551195 P0° OTR HoW WTH 1Y PR RS, INR 7Y 92 1100 700 Y YoW DwINT XY INIKW 103 Y02 DR

ANX DTN

07001, NI NMXI DT AMR NPRY I3 0210w DAWINW YNNn K10 OXW TR Pan 1TpTP N ww on 5
SN 0D 1210 NTW LMIMKI NINT YW an ww 05wn Sw oorn v3,09191 1T DX WY 15 PR nwynbw

w" 25w NPRIW 8D W

a W <shiloyoel@gmail.coms ue, Jul 21, 2020, 8:59 AM AN z]ﬁn ‘7”73 u'; any
i S5y umx pnwm
wTNM OVe 73 MIN DAY s nnK

A DAY KT TN - AN TWoN TIV - 17U DIPTSR VA oD YRamn AN Ox ]EﬂNJ B”137n 1]1717733'1'(17
DNYIN 179K DMY9Y 909 M 35 ono) o1 XY
D772 (W DDK PR PINT MP7NR N7 I - KT DN 73N ,1D P27 NI 5y "W

TWAFE I DK DT NP0 DATIA TN T |R0Y T NOENN DK YD nunw

2w pwinn nn PR DN, WIND AT M P2 O9IN
0%1¥n7 NANN '3 W o IR DPIYa DTN oW
9717 NOINY NN NN AIN N7 MID!

nnR M5 and NN

ITIN - 12173 7172 'A% 0/ 0919w 1733 1IN IN02 0 AN 00 YaIK MR
DO RN DOTID NN DI TR IVT TN IR TN VA Isamil ,5'019 MmN '7'0157[
721 oepa n7u 7 uan oY Eon A"Ipne oA 13230 071V O'IAnawD R

0177 DN z]'7"CJIIJ i
DI WA (MM - TN W 0TV DT D3 N T3 00 D e

N7 INIMW 1901 U300 DR 1M 'O ITHN T T T TUAT MID 076 Janaan) IR ]730”1117 TV ,’7733‘7
AN OTH 73W WINT7 07 'R 03 2 - DOIRND RIETRD D AR TN 70 0T MmN 17;:: n”n‘? 098"y
OFINA DUWIND N3 P

an> w™ (religion) N7
AT ATIAY TRV MR R7I0W NEN KING 797 17 No1N NNK. TN ]DU”1 1'7’N3

+. Many of us, either openly or secretly believe, that really everybody in the world should be just like us. They
should have the same color, have the same religion, have the same beliefs, the same politics, the same
attitudes, the same values. But when you take a look at the world around us we see that that wasn't God's plan.
When god created the world, he created a variety of things. Look at the trees behind me, every leaf is different,
every flower is different, every insect is different, everything is different. This is a world of multiplicity and
diversity, and that is where its beauty comes from. So, our challenge is to see in each other the same kind of
beauty we see in nature. Just as we don't demand that every tree be like every other tree, we shouldn't demand
that every person be like every other person.
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5 They are offering hairs because offering hair is most important one. we are offering the beauty itself to the god.

6 .Q: Did you actually know about the legend of Neela Devi when you were growing up? Do you know if your
parents and grandparents knew about it?

A:

1. From my college days (since the 1950's) I have been visiting the Temple of Lord Venkateshwara as I studied
in one of the colleges run by the TTD in Tirupathi. Since then I have been hearing about many of the legends
connected to Lord Venkateshwara of Tirupathi including the legend about Neela Devi.

2. There is no possibility for my parents or grand parents to know about this particular legend as we belong to
the state of Kerala in India. This temple is located in Andhra Pradesh in India and the Lord is the family Deity of
most of them. So those who belong to this State and who are of the age of my parents and grandparents may be
knowing about it.
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They pray god, that all the of fetings should be given to 7 :nnwi qwnna >y mr 1w
Neela devi only. After catting the bait, cat bair at Tirumala, that all goes to Neela devi
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7. Dayan Dunner asked them point-blank, “I don’t understand. You yourselves go and buy this clay dough in the
stores, and you yourselves are creating your own small getchkes. How could you even imagine that these things
could help you?!" Well, they hemmed and they hawed, and they said that it’s not the real thing this only
reminds them of the real thing which is in India, etc.
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