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Isaac Shulal — the Egypian Nagid at the end of
the Mamaluke period (1502-1517)
and His activities in Favor of the Jerusalem
Jewish Community

Abraham David

One of the most interesting Jewish figures in Egypt at the beginning of the
sixteenth century was the Nagid Isaac ha- Cohen Shulal, who was a central
figure in public life in Egypt during this time. His distinguished position as
Nagid, the head of the Jewish community in Egypt is also nicely signified in
the Jerusalem Jewish community. At that time he had direct involvement in
the affairs of the Jerusalem Jewish community. As a wealthy person he
financially supported that community, among others, by promotion of the
spiritual life there. On the one hand, he reopened the gates of the Jewish
Academy (Yeshivah) which had ceased to exist for some decades. On the
other hand, he established another one, since the increasing arrival of
immigrants and sages, mostly expelled from Spain, required this.
Furthermore, he saw a need occasionally to interfere in the management of
those two Jewish Academies (Yeshivot). Moreover, he initiated by means of
his own court (Beit Din) in Cairo a series of social regulations for the
Jerusalem community.

We can learn about his personality from various sources, but primarily
from documents of the Cairo Genizah which were published, especially over
the last generation. Those documents also constitute important sources for
understanding some aspects of the Jewish life in Jerusalem at the beginning
of the sixteenth century.
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