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Showing your cards to your adversary might seem hard to
do. But do it anyway. For if you are brave enough to reveal
your thoughts to the other out loud, you may find, to your
surprise, that your brother has not earned your vengeance,
after all. Moreover, to your amazement, you might find that
the brother you were tempted to hate, forever, secretly - is
someone you can actually count as a friend. For indeed,
recall how those precepts in Parshat Kedoshim end. Not
with hate, but with love:

7113 w77 NI

...and love your neighbor as yourself
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bear - it, too, finds an echo in the precepts we've been
looking at in Parshat Kedoshim:

Genesis 4:15 Genesis 4:8
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Therefore, anyone who And he got up, Cain did,
kills Cain will meet with against his brother, Abel,
sevenfold vengeance and killed him

In these precepts, the Torah warns us to show our cards,
and by doing so, we will 'not bear sin'. As we discussed
above, when someone who feels hurt by another fails to
follow the path given by Parshat Kedoshim; when they fail
to explain why they feel hurt, and instead allow their anger
at their supposed nemesis to fester in secret - in these
situations, the moral burden of the situation can quickly and
surprisingly shift. It might seem as if the guilty party is the
one who offended you. But if you keep your hatred
ensconced in your own heart and don't reveal why you think
you've been offended, you might find yourself to be the one
bearing the moral burden of the situation, instead of your
supposed nemesis. And when that burden shifts, as we see
from the example of Cain, the newfound weight of
wrongdoing can seem unbearable, indeed:

;RO Y Vi1

And Cain said to God: My sin is greater than | can bear

A Cautionary Tale

Viewed through the prism of Parshat Kedoshim, the story
of Cain and Abel stands revealed as a cautionary tale. It
demonstrates exactly what not to do when you find yourself
suddenly stirred by righteous anger and thoughts of
vengeance. Don't let the temptation of secret-hatred lay its
insidious trap. Don't keep anger sequestered in your heart,
safely away from the light of day. Don't short-circuit your
attempt to speak to the one who you think hurt you.
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hate, and tell them why we are upset - and in requiring this
of us, the Torah is, in effect, creating a check on
unwarranted anger. People can apologize once they see why
you are angry at them. Or they can explain, if they feel they
are misunderstood. Or... the mere imperative to confront
the target of my anger with the reasons for my anger might
just show me that my hatred is illusory; that there are no
grounds for my anger in the first place; that somehow, my
anger is displaced, like it was in the case of Cain. One way
or another, the Torah's imperative to 'show my cards'
defuses the all too human, adrenaline-fueled, rush to
revenge.

A Burden Of Shifting, and Unimaginable, Proportions

If, indeed, the case of Cain is a kind of antecedent for these
laws in Kedoshim, it would emerge that these laws are
intended, in some kind of way, to point a path towards
fixing, going forward, what went wrong in that first, primal
story, of humanity as it made its way in the post-Eden world.
That interrupted conversation between Cain and Abel is
meant to make the reader ponder: Had Cain followed
through on speaking with Abel - what would have
happened? Would Cain really have lashed out at him and
killed him? Or, once his cards, were truly on the table, would
it have become clear to Cain, that, embarrassingly enough,
the one you think you are ready to kill is not, actually, the
one who offended you after all.

As seen through the prism of the precepts in Parshat
Kedoshim, Cain's misplaced act of vengeance against Abel
is a tragedy of astonishing magnitude. And the one most
astonished by that magnitude, arguably, is Cain himself.
Looking at the death of his brother, by his own hand, with
the benefit of hindsight, Cain feels utterly unable to bear
the burden of his impetuous act:

RWI 1Y %73 MPrUR PR MmN

And Cain said to God: My sin is greater than | can bear

(Genesis: 4:13)

Remarkably, this phrase, too - my sin is greater than | can
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brother, at some deep level, it seems that this desire for
revenge was misplaced. Abel seems to bear the brunt of an
anger that might have been more logically directed against
God. The desire for revenge against Abel, is, at some level
illusory..

If we are right about this - that Cain's desire for revenge
against his brother is misplaced - it injects a note of tragedy
into the story. For it makes what happened... seem so
senseless: Abel wasn't, even, the real target of Cain's anger.
He just happened to be the only one remotely connected to
Cain's sense of pain and hurt, that Cain could 'get up' and
physically lash out against. God is ethereal and impervious
to human violence. So Cain 'got up' and exacted a misplaced
vengeance against Abel, instead.

All of which brings us right back to the Torah's commands
in Parshat Kedoshim:

Genesis 4 Leviticus 19
Cain and Abel Don’t Exact Vengeance
PR 0P NTYADNPNA YT [ JRY 13N TUNTRYIOPNTRY ()
AP PR AN TP IR 7102 Y717 N20K)
Cain got up [in Do not take revenge or nurse
revenge] against his a grudge against your
brother, Abel, and countrymen. Love your
killed him... neighbor as yourself...

Indeed, the emerging clues we are beginning to pick up on,
linking the story of Cain and Abel to the laws in Kedoshim
we talked about above, seem to reinforce some of the ideas
we talked about earlier. We suggested above, for example,
that the whole point, really, of the Torah's demand that we
reprove those we think we hate - show your cards, rather
than hate in your heart - was to prevent a tragedy of this
very sort from occurring. When we find ourselves feeling
hatred towards someone, we aren't meant to keep that in
our heart; we are supposed to talk to the one we think we
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should anyone kill him for his actions, Cain's death would
be severely avenged.

Moreover, the careful reader will notice that it isn't just the
word nop® that connects Genesis 4:8 to Genesis 4:15. The
overall structure of the two verses, as a whole, mirrors each
other:

Genesis 4:15 Genesis 4:8
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Therefore, anyone who And he got up, Cain did,
kills Cain will meet with against his brother, Abel,
sevenfold vengeance and killed him

Given the overall resonance of the verses, it seems as if the
Torah's later use of op> might just shed some light on its
earlier meaning, too. The Torah seems to be hinting to us
that when Cain 'got up' and killed Abel, what pushed him to
act against his brother was a desire for revenge.

But the reader could be excused for asking: Revenge for
what? What, after all, did Abel really do to Cain that might
warrant vengeance? Yes, | suppose Cain, at least on a
superficial level, has grounds for resentment. Cain might say
that Abel copied his idea of bringing an offering to God, and
then one-upped him, by bringing a more pleasing offering.
But still, it was God, at the end of the day, who chose to
accept Abel's offering and turn away from Cain's. That was
God's choice, not Abel's.

Which brings us back to the question | raised earlier: Who,
really, is Cain angry at here? It would seem like the real
target of his anger is his Father in Heaven. Why accept His
offering and not mine? I'm Your creature, too. Do You love
him more than You love me?

The Antidote to Misplaced Vengeance

Let's add all this up, then. While the text suggests that Cain's
actions were fueled by a desire for revenge against his
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'Getting Up' To Kill
What kind of violence? The Torah doesn't tell us much about

it. We don't know exactly how Cain killed Abel. We hear only
that Cain did, in fact, kill him.

But truthfully, the careful reader will notice that the text
tells us just a smidgeon more than this. We hear, also, that
Cain 'got up' and killed his brother:

Cain got up against his brother, Abel, and killed him
(Genesis 4:8).

Let's say the Torah had omitted this little addition. Let's say
all we had heard was that, when Cain and Abel were out in
the fields, Cain killed his brother. Would we really be missing
any pertinent information? Why, then, did the text bother
to tell us that Cain 'got up' and killed him?

| would suggest that, by adding these words, the text tells
us not so much how Cain attacked Abel but why he did so.
The Torah is telling us something important about Cain's
motive. Why did he strike his brother? The answer is:

R opN

Cain got up...

That Hebrew word for 'got up', vayakam - it actually appears
once more in this very same story of Cain and Abel. For after
Cain kills Abel, God tells him that the earth will be cursed
on his account, and that he will be a wanderer, never able
to settle down. In response, Cain expresses a fear that
anyone who finds him will kill him. Then, the Almighty seeks
to reassure Cain about this:

op? DNYav PR 21032 137

Therefore, anyone who kills Cain will meet with

sevenfold vengeance... (Genesis 4:15)
Once again, in this last phrase, we meet the three letters
that spell op>. But this time, the letters are vowelized so as
to mean something else: vengeance.2 God tells Cain that

2. 'Vayakam' means 'and he got up'. The same letters, vowelized as 'yukam'
means 'he will be avenged'.
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him a secret. The verses in Leviticus advise: 3'nx-nx 19N~
2272 Do not hate your brother in your heart (Leviticus
19:17); instead, talk things over with the one you are angry
at, show your cards. And Cain seems to be on the verge of
doing just that. For indeed, he seems to invite his brother
into the fields for a little chat:

AR 530798 1R MR

And Cain said to Abel, his brother (Genesis 4:8)

It is a strange kind of phrase, this ‘and Cain said to Abel, his
brother’. It just kind of dangles there, leading the reader to
wonder: Well, what did he say? Did he... in fact say anything
at all? The very next words in the text aren't what Cain said
- they are instead the brute fact that: rnx Yan9x Pp opn
117, Cain got up against his brother, Abel, and killed him
(Genesis 4:8). The sense of the text is that there was a kind
of interrupted conversation here. It seems as if Cain was
about to say something to Abel, but then, at the last minute,
he didn't.1 And in the void left by his silence, Cain's actions
preempted his words: He got up and killed his brother.

So the text implies that Cain almost did what the verses in
Leviticus suggest you should do in a situation like this: show
you cards to the one you are angry with. But instead, Cain
turned his back on that course of action at the last moment.
The reader can only imagine the alternative. Words,
seemingly, might have led to reconciliation between the two
brothers. But in their absence, smoldering anger erupted,
instead, in violence.

1. Remember, the verse doesn't say that Cain 'spoke' to Abel. 'Instead, it says
that Cain 'said' to Abel. If x spoke to y, | don't need to know what x said
for that to be a complete thought. But if x 'said' to y... well, for that to be
a complete thought, | need to know what x said. The Torah seems to break
its own rules of grammar by telling us that Cain 'said' to Abel... but then
not telling us what Cain said. The explanation | put forth here - that the
Torah is intentionally creating the sense of an interrupted conversation
here + was suggested to me years ago by a teacher of mine, Rabbi Yosef
Leibowitz.
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of a brother - 'don't hate your brother in your heart'. That,
maybe is, where the terrible scourge of hating another
secretly all began. But we are getting ahead of ourselves.
Let's take a moment to review the story of Cain and Abel,
and when we are done, we can come back to Parshat
Kedoshim to examine some of the correlations.

Reading Without the End in Mind

We all know that things ended badly between Cain and Abel.
But as we look back at their story, | want to try to read it
'without the end in mind'. As | mentioned to you in some
earlier essays, we sometimes are tempted to read Biblical
stories as if their endings are inevitable. But murder wasn't
the inevitable ending of the Cain and Abel confrontation,
and if we read the story carefully, | think we'll be able to
discern exactly how things might have gone differently. Let's
read with an eye towards what might have changed so as
to bring about a different, less tragic, ending.

The outline of the story itself is familiar to us: Cain and Abel
both bring offerings to God. While God turns towards Abel's
offering with favor, the Almighty is, for some reason,
displeased with Cain's. And Cain responds with fury:

11D 1597 TR 1PRY NN

And Cain was very angry and his face fell (Genesis 4:5)

That Cain is motivated at this moment by anger seems
obvious. But there is some ambiguity around that anger, for
it is unclear whom, exactly, it is directed at. There are two
possible targets: On the one hand, Cain might be angry at
his brother for outshining him before God. Alternatively,
Cain might be angry at the Almighty for rejecting his
offering.

Which is it, then?

The answer might be: Both. Or, even more insidiously, the
answer might be: Cain is really angry at God, but he takes
that anger out at his brother - an easier target than the
Master of the Universe.

If Cain is angry at Abel, though, he keeps his rage towards
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Parshat Kedoshim - Part |

Postscript

Author's Note: Truth to tell, | had originally intended to end
this essay on Parshat Kedoshim right where you and | just
left it, with the words above. But in the weeks after | wrote
this, | was chatting about these ideas with a lively group of
students and something emerged from that discussion |
want to share with you. Hence, this postscript.

It all began when one of the students, Avi Shinnar, noticed
something intriguing: An apparent correlation between the
ideas we've been discussing in Parshat Kedoshim and a story
that happened way back in the Book of Genesis. It seemed
that somehow, in that story, all the ideas we had been
talking about in Parshat Kedoshim - 'don't hate your brother
in your heart; reprove him; don't take revenge or bear a
grudge; love your neighbor as yourself' - all of these were
embodied in that story not as a series of laws, but as an
actual human drama.

The resonance seemed so powerful to me that | found
myself wondering: Could it be that this earlier story was in
some way a kind of precursor, or even a template, for the
laws we've been looking at in Parshat Kedoshim? If this were
true, it would lend new color and perspective both to the
laws in Kedoshim and that earlier story. So, in these pages,
I'd like to humbly relate to you at least the tip of the iceberg
that emerged from my discussion with Avi and friends - and
we can see, together, what we might make of it all.

All in the Family

The story Avi was talking about was the conflict between
Cain and Abel - the very first human conflict to spill into
violence. It was a conflict made all the more tragic in the
fact that it occurred between brothers. Indeed, if there is a
resonance between the Cain and Abel story and the series
of laws we've been looking at in Parshat Kedoshim, it
perhaps isn't for nothing that the Torah's command not to
hate another in one's heart is phrased specifically in terms



When Bad Things Happen Between Good People 13

another. Things can go wrong between us and our brothers,
our colleagues, our countrymen, our fellow human beings.
That's the way life goes. Any of these people you once felt
close to, at some point, may seem to wrong you. But when
that happens, the important thing to remember is: This
doesn't have to be the end of the road for you and them.
There's a way to transform, for the good, a moment of
wrongdoing. If we succeed in showing our cards, in speaking
sensitively to the one we are angry at and inviting a genuine
response; and if we can then listen to that response with
real openness and curiosity - if we can do all that, we stand
a chance at salvaging the relationship. We can banish
vengeance and the nursing of grudges. And in so doing, we
can lay fertile ground for friendship to make a comeback.
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human being. The Torah is laying out for us a pathway to
friendship; a pathway to love. A pathway that, intriguingly
enough, began with the possibility of hatred...

The Birth of Friendship

Isn't it interesting that the Torah begins this sequence of
verses by considering the possibility of hatred, and ends it
by advancing the possibility of love? By doing this, the text
is suggesting, | think, something sobering and truthful about
friendship: It isn't the case that friends are those we never
get into fights with. More than that, it isn't even true that
friends are all people we started out liking. Maybe your
relationship with someone got off on the wrong foot. Maybe
they annoyed you or seem to have slighted you. That doesn't
mean they can't become, or can't stay, your friend. Indeed,
where your relationship with them ends up depends less on
what first happened between you that you don't like, and
more on what you choose, now, to do about that.

Yes, what you do now, after someone annoys you -- that is
the crucial thing. If you follow the Torah's path, as laid out
in these verses, you stand the best possible chance of
transforming that person from a potential enemy into an
actual friend.

From Ra to Rei'a

This basic truth, may, perhaps be hinted at in a double
entendre that lurks in the phrase 'love your neighbor as
yourself'. The word for 'neighbor' there, in Hebrew, is 1 - a
word that sometimes means 'fellow', but at other times, can
mean 'friend' (see, for example, Proverbs 27:10). And yet
these very same letters -- y1 - in Hebrew, admit of yet
another meaning, too: When vowelized differently, the
same letters mean 'evil,' 'bad,’ or 'wrong' - terms we
associate with those who are the last people we might wish
to befriend.

The double entendre might, perhaps, be revealing. For in
the overall arc of these two verses, we might say, the Torah
is suggesting how we might transform one kind of into
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a case to make. The requirement to actually verbalize to you,
the person who supposedly offended me, how | see the
situation - that might, in itself, be enough to wake me up
to the possibility that | haven't necessarily sized up the
situation accurately; that there is another side to this story,
one that | hadn't fully considered. That's one way of draining
the energy out of my feeling of righteous outrage.

Alternatively, let's say | do make my case to you, sensitively
and carefully. Then what might happen? Ramban (as |
mentioned before, this theory really comes from him) plays
out the possibilities:

One possibility: Maybe we reconcile. I've shown you what's
on my mind. That gives you a chance, possibly, to explain:
My goodness; | think you really misunderstood me. Here's
what | was really trying to say...

Or let's say there was no misunderstanding. Once | make my
case; once | let another know that | was hurt by something
they said or did... that gives the other a chance to apologize.
They can reply: "You know, that really wasn't very sensitive
of me. I'm sorry | said it; | feel bad about it."

And finally, of course, there's one more possibility: If, at the
end of the day, you show your cards to the one who
offended you - here's why | was hurt by what you did - and
they agree that there was no misunderstanding, that they
really did want to hurt you; and they are unwilling, even
now, to show any remorse for that - well, if that's the case,
then, sure, go ahead and hate them. But at least you gave
it the ol' college try. At least you showed your cards. You
didn't bury your hatred while you smiled on the outside. You
didn't allow the tables to be turned so that you bore the
weight of wrongdoing in your relationship with them.

In asking us all to put our cards on the table when we find
ourselves offended, the Torah is asking us to take a bold
chance. We are being asked not to give up on a relationship
with a brother; a kinsman, a countryman, or even a fellow
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The Path to Love

Finally, the Torah brings us to the culmination of our
journey:

713 175 NI

And love your neighbor as yourself

Consider the mighty implications of that final 'vav', that little
‘and’ before 'love your neighbor as yourself'. It connects this
last phrase to all those that came before it, as if to say, there
was a journey here! It took all of the above to get to love!
Indeed, those famous words, love your neighbor as yourself,
they aren't meant to stand by themselves, as if they were
some disembodied slogan. The Torah isn't making an
exclamatory declaration of blind fact: Here is what
everybody has to do: Love everybody! No. The Torah is giving
you... a path to love.

It is a realistic path, meant for real people. Because
sometimes bad things happen between good people. The
Torah is giving you a path to love in the face of those bad
things.

A Path to Love

The path starts with the possibility of hatred. You want to
hate the one who just offended you? Fine! But at all costs,
don't hate them in your heart. Almost as if to innoculate the
aggrieved party against the seduction of hatred, the Torah
allows hatred - under certain circumstances. Of course you
can hate, no problem, hate away! Just do one thing first:
Show your cards. If you feel aggrieved, then lay out, carefully
and constructively, in the best way you can, what it is that's
bothering you, and talk about it with the person you think
offended you.

Stop and consider what a powerful check on hatred that
really is. If I'm allowed to hate - but first | have to make my
case to you about what went wrong and how | feel about it
- well, what, exactly, are the possibilities?

Let's imagine: What might happen next?
One possibility is: | might start to realize | don't really have
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wheelbarrow request can seem sweeter but be no less
poisonous: Say you do lend the wheelbarrow when
tomorrow comes - but with a snide reminder: "Sure you can
borrow my wheelbarrow! I'm not like some people who don't
lend axes." That's bearing a grudge.

People can easily rationalize their grudges. | stoically walk
around smiling, telling myself | can handle my anger; that
when he wants to borrow something of course I'll lend it to
him. But it's with bitterness. Whether you say it or not, your
eyes say it. "I'm not like some people who don't lend axes."
I'm not like you."

Bearing a grudge is in some ways even more insidious than
taking revenge. | mentioned before that the Hebrew
expression 7un has an interesting connotation. It means 'to
protect,’ even 'to nurture.' Indeed, when things are going
well between you and me, | protect and nurture... my
relationship with you. | speak kindly and respectfully to you.
| give you the benefit of the doubt. | may buy you a little gift
here and there. But when things go wrong between us,
something twisted happens. | continue to protect and
nurture, but instead of nurturing affection, | nurture...
resentment. | nurse a grudge.

Indeed, resentment, smoldering beneath a facade of polite
smiles, has a way of tricking its bearer.Without my ever
really noticing it, the affection in our relationship starts to
dwindle, and resentment steps into the void. | end up
nursing that grudge, carefully coddling it. For in some tragic
way, it is all that | have left of our relationship. It is all that
is keeping us connected anymore.

And so, the Torah tells us: Don't seek revenge; don't nurse
a grudge. You can't bury hatred inside, without anyone else
being the wiser. It just doesn't work. Repressed hatred can't,
really, be contained. It always comes out -- either overtly,
in an explosion of revenge, or covertly, in the form of the
grudge that lurks behind your smile. One way or another it
will come out.
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When Resentment Displaces Affection
7Y 12°NX TONNY1 OPNNY
Do not take revenge or nurse a grudge against your
countrymen

Here, we learn of the poisonous consequences of not
following the Torah's advice about what to do with feelings
of anger or hatred. We learn of what it really means to 'bear’
sin. Imagine that someone really offends you, and you end
up hating them, deep in your heart - but all the while you
smile, and never let the other know that they upset you.
What sin, exactly, comes about when you take this
approach?

Well, on the surface, things are swell. You certainly look
happy enough. If you're a good enough actor, you can walk
around seeming rather pleasant. Moreover, your pleasant
exterior might even help you to rationalize why its ok - nay,
even virtuous - to keep your anger to yourself: Why should
I rock the boat and bring up how hurt | felt? | can handle it.
I can still smile when | see them in the hallway. I'm perfectly
fine. Yes, my job here is to be perfectly nice. But is everything
fine? The verses' sobering judgement is: It's not.

Why? Because secret hatred never really stays secret.The
only question is: How, exactly, will it come out? What form
will it take? And that's what the text tells us about next:

qvn-NY1 Opn-X?

Do not take revenge or nurse a grudge.
What's the difference between taking revenge against
someone and bearing a grudge against them? Rashi
(Leviticus 19:18) considers this question, and interprets the
two as mirror images of one another. He gives two examples
toillustrate the point. Here they are, with only a bit of poetic
license: "I asked you to lend me an ax and you didn't lend
me an ax. So tomorrow, when you ask for my wheelbarrow,
I'm not lending the wheelbarrow to you." That's revenge. It
is pretty straightforward. But the truth is, you don't have to
actually withhold that wheelbarrow in order to act
maliciously. In other words, your response to the
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In other words, the feeling of hatred, in and of itself, is not
the problem; the problem is smiling when you feel hatred.
Keeping hatred in your heart; burying it deep inside, while
you pretend that everything is fine - that's the problem.
Well, then, what should one do instead of hating someone
in your heart? The Torah's answer to that is:

IRVN 1YY RYN"NXY1 NP nRY-nX n°3in n2in

reprove your fellow; do not, on his account, bear a sin

£ can literally mean 'to show' or 'make clear'. Show your
cards, the Torah seems to be saying. Hatred likes to be
secretive, to bury itself. Don't give in to that impulse. Be
upfront. Find a way to tell your friend about your concerns.

And if you successfully do that? Well, that brings us to the
next phrase in the verse: And you will not, on his account,
bear a sin. In other words: Imagine someone else has
wronged you. That's their problem, really; it is their sin, not
yours. But, if you fail in your response to the situation - if
you end up hating, 'in your heart,' the one who wronged
you - well then, paradoxically, the tables will be turned and
you'll end up being the one in the wrong. Try, then, to avoid
that fate. Don't be the one to bear another's sin. Find a way
to show your cards.
Rashi (Leviticus 19:17) adds another wrinkle to these words.
He suggests the phrase 'don't, on his account, bear a sin' is
intended as a warning: Show your cards to the other... but
be careful as to how you do this. Don't do it in a way that
causes you to be the wrongdoer. In other words, don't
confront them about your concerns publicly, and embarrass
them in front of others. Or, don't be gleefully
confrontational, trying to back your opponent into a corner.
Be constructive, not hurtful. Figure out how they can best
hear what you want to tell them. If you do that, you've done
right by them. You've shown your cards properly.

Let's continue, and examine the next words the verses lay
out before us. These words speak of revenge - and of
grudges that get nursed, almost as if they were something
precious...
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might be the missing transition word between those
phrases?

I'd suggest it might be: The word ‘instead.' 'Don't hate your
brother in your heart. Instead... reprove him.'

In this way of reading the verse, the Torah is actually offering
a remarkable answer to the question: Is it okay to hate
someone? The answer, as it turns out, is... 'yes.' Surprisingly
enough, hatred, per se, isn't off the table. What's off the
table is hating someone... in your heart.

Fair warning: The basic ideas I'm expressing here about how
these phrases are linked are not really my own; they were,
for the most part, advanced hundreds of years ago by
Ramban.2 So here, in essence, is how Raman reads these
first two phrases: Things sometimes go wrong between
people. Things make you annoyed, and when they go badly
enough, the natural human response is antipathy; hatred.
But what are you supposed to do with that feeling? How one
answers that question, actually, is where human
relationships are made or broken. The Torah's answer to it,
in effect, is: Don't forbid yourself from hating them. It is too
dramatic a step, and may be humanly impossible. Forbid
yourself from hating them... in your heart.3

2. While the essence of the ideas in the lines below comes from Ramban (to
Leviticus 19:17-18), | am building on those ideas somewhat, drawing them
out to what | see as their natural conclusion. For reference, here are
Ramban's words:

R0 (7D KD MPWRI2) 7912738 NXR OA7aR P17 11D "N°21N No1n” % *1pa 11010
TPWY 1122 Y171 121N YaR 11X70 XYW 72 1N1wpa 72291 PNR DR RIWN YR 2100
1R 79 9NN IR A°I102 70 19 AN KXY 7292 INRIW N102Y RON PYY RWN K1y
N1 72292 700 RY1 11 mpan XYW AT 19 PINR1 19 19007 IRV YY ATINN 21w
YWH NNRPY 117707 727991 1292 RUNN 7O VAR INIR KI1W? XYW 190 20 7 WYY

M0 19 20RO NIXY 10 INR1 1297 IRV PRR

3.  See also Rambam, Hil. De'ot 6:5, where he expresses these ideas quite
aX 197NNA1 1120 NX 1910 IR 292V ARIY YV KPR 17iR nvata ’91 forcefully:
the Torah didn't forbid anything ,Xiyn XY Dwn 121 PR RY1 IPRY 9 Yy
except hatred that remains buried in one's heart. But one who, for example,
strikes his fellow and curses him - even though he is not allowed to do any
of this, he does not transgress a Torah prohibition labeled 'do not hate' -
[for indeed, there is no such prohibition at all...].
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Okay, so much for separating out the component parts.
What about putting it all back together? Do these ideas truly
just stand alone, or do they interact with one another to
create alarger whole? If the latter, it is almost as if the Torah
is relying on the reader to supply the implied transitions
between the ideas. One might think of the ideas in the
verses as if they were bones in a skeleton - and the question
now becomes: What are the ligaments here? How do these
bones connect with one another? Let's see if we can intuit
what some of those 'connectors’, or implied transition
words, might be.

Putting the Toy Back Together Again

A good place to start would be the first two ideas we listed
above: 'Don't hate your brother in your heart,' followed
immediately by 'reprove your fellow.' What, if anything,

to these questions; there are four of them. The Torah employs no less than
four different descriptors for the people with whom we are interacting
throughout these verses. Rendered somewhat literally, we might translate
them as follows:
* Do not hate your brother in your heart.
®  Reprove your countryman.
® Don't nurse a grudge against those in your nation.
® Love your fellow as yourself. (one might, perhaps, translate
this as 'love your friend as yourself', but ¥, in this context,
probably means 'fellow', as it does, for example, in Exodus
2:13, when Moses sees to Hebrews fighting and he accosts the
aggressor with: 'why do you strike your y1-i.e. your fellow'?)
What, exactly, are we to make of these changes? It is hard to tell, but it
seems as if a kind of shift is taking place, as we move from phrase to phrase.
The descriptors seem to move outward in concentric circles. The person
closest to you is your brother; then your other relation, or your kinsman;
then, your countryman, then, seemingly, just anyone - your fellow human
being. It is as if, as we move from idea to idea, we learn something about
how to extend our sense of connection outward. We are able to take those
closest to ourselves, and those a little further out, and a little further out,
still - and figure out how to 'love them as ourselves': Find ways to connect,
in solidarity with them all, much as we connect with our own sense of self
(see R' Shimon Shkopf, Introduction to Sha'arei Yosher; cf. Ohr HaChaim
to Leviticus 19:17-18).
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The Rest of the Sequence
The next ideas in the Torah's sequence are:

AN MY NR N°2in NJin reprove your fellow. If you
see someone doing something wrong, tell them
about it.

RUN 1YY RYN"XY1 and do not, on his account,
bear a sin. This phrase requires some parsing. If
we translate the phrase carefully, taking note of
the word 179y, the Torah is not simply saying 'do
not bear a sin upon vyourself, a more
garden-variety phrase, but 'do not on his
account bear a sin'. It sounds almost as if
someone else might be doing something wrong,
but you, somehow, could end up bearing the
weight of that sin. Strange; how could that be?
We'll have to try and figure out what this might

be all about.
,Opn"XY do not take revenge. Seems pretty

straightforward.
,on~XY1 and do not nurse a grudge. The word

qun here is interesting. It literally means 'to
guard or protect,' as if one who bears a grudge
against another is in some sense 'protecting'
that grudge. The English phrase 'nurse a grudge'
conveys something of this sense. One is not just
'bearing' a grudge; he or she is safeguarding it -
asif it were something precious that one wanted
to gently nurture. The language of 'protection’
here is something we will want to come back to

and explore further.
Aind A1y maax1 and love your fellow as

yourself. 1

1. Standing back and looking at this group of ideas, it seems that something
else stands out about them, too. All these phrases regulate our interactions
with other people. But what kind of other people? In other words: Who,
exactly, is it that you aren't supposed to hate in your heart? Who should
you reprove? Who is it that you shouldn't bear a grudge against? And who
is it that you should love as yourself? Curiously, there is not a single answer
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They discern how the parts combine to create a working,
marvelous whole.

So here is my challenge: Can we do the same with these
verses? Can we take them apart and see their various
components - and then, having seen the parts, can we
successfully reconstruct the whole?

Heart-Hatred

Let's begin by simply enumerating the ideas that appear
here in Parshat Kedoshim (Leviticus 19:17-18), as the lead
up to love your neighbor as yourself. We will take a quick
glance at each, and, as we do, we will try to notice anything
odd, intriguing, or curious about the way the Torah
expresses each idea.

The first idea in our list of phrases is this:

13293 TNRNR RIWN"KD

Do not hate your brother in your heart
At first blush, the Torah seems to be decrying hatred as a
bad thing. We might solemnly nod our heads in agreement
-- until we notice... some extra words in the phrase: Wait a
minute, what, exactly, does 'in your heart' add to the
picture? By telling us not to hate our brother in our hearts,
the text seems to narrow the scope of its admonition. Is the
Torah suggesting that not all types of hatred are to be
shunned; that only hatred 'in your heart' should be avoided?
Strange; hatred seems like such a negative emotion.
Moreover, what, exactly, would that mean? What's the
difference between just hating someone and hating them
'in your heart'?

These are good questions. But for now, let's just make a
mental note of these questions and move on. Once we put
the toy back together, as it were, we will likely be in a better
position to understand the curiosities of each individual
part.
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meaning, we have to pull back the zoom lens and look at
the larger context. When we do, a strikingly powerful idea
will stand revealed, one whose potential to transform our
lives is considerably greater than the disembodied three
words that happen to form its climax.

Toy Story

Here is the larger context for that love your neighbor as
yourself phrase:
N1 A°ny-nX m°2in N2in 73373 POXRTNX RIWN-KY
mp? "IR 703 I
Do not hate your brother in your heart; reprove your
fellow; do not, on his account, bear a sin. Do not take
revenge or nurse a grudge against your countrymen.
Love your neighbor as yourself; | am God (Leviticus
19:17-18).
Those two little verses contain a small army of ideas, coming
one after another rather relentlessly. To see the larger
meaning of the verses, I'd like to play a little game with you.
We might call it: 'Take it Apart and Put it Back Together
Again.’
This little game may seem simple, but it makes for an
especially useful tool when reading the Torah's text. Like the
best things you learned in kindergarten, once you learn how
to use the tool well, it can be surprisingly salient.

To play 'Take it Apart and Put it Back Together Again' just
channel your inner child and harness your innate curiosity.
What happens when you give a curious child a toy? First,
they might play with it. But once the kid tires of that, he or
she will invariably start to take the toy apart. In dissembling
it, the child begins to understand what makes the toy go,
what mechanism makes it do what it does. But truthfully,
the child doesn't really complete his or her process of
discovery until he stops taking the thing apart and tries to
put it all back together again. To be sure, it is not always
possible to reassemble poor Humpty Dumpty. But if the
child succeeds, they really come to understand that toy.
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Parshat Kedoshim:
When Bad Things Happen Between Good People

Parshat Kedoshim contains one of the most famous phrases
in the entire Torah:

i3 A¥77 NI

Love your neighbor as yourself (Leviticus 19:18).

In the years since Rabbi Akiva suggested that these three
words expressed a foundational principle of the Torah (see
Breishit Rabbah 24:7; Rashi to Leviticus 19:18), they've gone
viral, as it were. Love your neighbor as yourself has become
something of a catchphrase in everything from ancient
works of Jewish ethics and philosophy to popular culture in
the here and now. We hear the phrase intoned in sermons;
we see it on our kids' color war banners; we find it invoked
in political debate. Mothers and fathers use it to teach their
children how to share on the playground. It permeates
society, religious and secular alike.

But there's something... ever so slightly odd about the
phrase. In Hebrew, it begins with a vav, which means the
phrase actually reads: "and love your neighbor as yourself."
Inquiring minds might want to know: What is that pesky
‘and’ doing there? It seems utterly superfluous, so much so
that most of the time, the 'and' - at least in English - usually
gets dropped. After all, when's the last time you saw a kid's
color war banner trumpeting: ‘and love your neighbor as
yourself'?

Well, if the 'and' seems superfluous to us, evidently, it didn't
seem superfluous to the Torah. And the reason, I'd suggest,
is that love your neighbor as yourself is connected to that
which precedes it. It appears as part of a larger verse, which
in turn is part of a larger paragraph. In other words, love
your neighbor as yourself is more than a three-word slogan.
To see the full import of the phrase, we have to see the 'and’;
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