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Hermeneutics, Death, Ecstasy, and Other Wordley Journeys,
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University Press 1987, pp. 39-61.
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B. Sack, The Influence of Reshit Hokhmah on the
Teachings of the Maggid of Mezirech, Hasidism

Reappraised, A. Rapoport-Albert (ed.), London 1996, pp.
251-257.
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Y. Jacobson, The Aspect of “Feminine” in the Lurianic
Kabbalah, Gershom Scolem’s Major Trends in Jewish
Mpysticism 50 Years After, P. Schafer and J. Dan (eds.),
Tubingen 1993.
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277 N. Loewenthal, Habad Approaches to Contemplative

Prayer, Hasidism Reappraised, A. Rapoport-Albert (ed.),
London 1996, pp. 288-300.
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only spoken? Nevertheless, we are compelled to relay only on
what we have - all we know of RZH 1s that he was primarily
occupied not with the tradition of the Hasidism and the Tzadikim,

but mostly with the ways of the Kabbalists.

I do not have any concrete answer to this question. Lest it
emanates from the fact that RZH learned primarily from written
texts and not from the mouth of the righteous themselves. Or
maybe 1t was prevented under of the objection of the elder righteous
man Rabbi Avraham Yehoshua Heshel of Apt, (known as the
Apter Rebbe), to renew the spreading of the Kabbalah writings.
Or perhaps RZH wished to rebuild the Hassidic way so that it
concentrated mostly on the Zohar and and the Kabbalah of the
‘Ar1. So different 1s the way of Rabbi1 Yitzhak Isaac, who time and
again speaks in the name of the Ba’al Shem Tov, and everything ‘I
heard from my master and teacher’ as if the Ba’al Shem Tov, may
he rest in peace, was standing in front of him passing on to him
the authentic Hassidic tradition. Lest be said that his pupil, Rabbi
Yitzhak Isaac in his words ‘I heard 1t from my master and teacher’
has already found the Kabbalistic Hassidut that RZH desired so to
establish.



applying the traditionally acknowledged ‘ways of amendment’

- the recitation of psalms, beseeching the Divine on behalf of the

suffering of the community; and on the other hand by applying
the virtues of Tikun (correction) asrecommended by the Kabbalists.
This was also the path taken by Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac, who in his
pamphlet Adam Yashar (‘The Honest Man°) suggests that the way
to be saved from plagues is by reciting the Pitum Haktoret [the
details of the Incense Offering of the Temple] with the Lurianic
Intenions, to prepare special Amulets with Divine Names - but:
“... above all carefully cultivate good virtues, love your friends

and all of Israel, and to humble yourself unto naught.”

This matter brings us to one of the characteristics of the
transition to the period of the enlightenment - the beginning of the
development of modern medicine. The Jewish patient, whether
in the town or 1n the village, has two options: to see the Tzadik
(righteous) or on the opposite side, to see the doctor. On this topic
RZH develops a well arranged theory, determining the superiority
of the healing of the soul, to which the use of therapeutic drugs is
subservient too. This occupation with medicine methods was not
theoretical at all, nor belonged to the kind of blessings given by
the Tzadik, since this matter was very concrete for his colleague,
Rabbi Naphtali Tzvi of Rophshitz, who to RZH’s disappointment,
did not abstain from turning to the doctors.

Our discussion comes to its ends in what was supposed to
have been the beginning. What 1s RZH’s conception of the Baal
Shem Tov’s Hassidic doctrine, and what of the Ba’al Shem Tov’s
tradition did he accept. Hence, it 1s surprising to discover how
concealed is this matter in RZH’s writings. Not all the words of

theT>.. vere writter huld 1t be tha DT Them were



From here the discussion turns to what is often termed in RZH’s
book “V’al derech ha*avodah’ (And in the context of the Path of
Worship). Here we find the main importance of the Zohar for RZH,
as a Kabbalist and righteous Tsadiq, who continues the lineage of
the Hasidut of the Ba’al Shem Tov. ‘The way of worship’ derived
from the Zohar reveals RZH’s orientation with regard to central
issues of the spiritual implementation of the Zohar, according to

the Lurianic interpretation.

We turn to discuss the important question of the continuity
of Hasidim in the conducting prayers according to the mystical
intentions (Kavvanot) of the ‘Ari. Many quills have already been
broken on this 1ssue, and some important researchers hurried to
proclaim that in the days of RZH, the practice of prayer with the
intentions of the “Ari had already been forgotten. However, from
the study of RZH’s writings it becomes evident, that whereas he
undoubtedly conducted a Lurianic intended prayer, he considered
the intentions of the ‘Ari as just one of several legitimate ways.
Alongside the ‘Ari’s own formulated intentions there 1s also
the possibility of being inspired with new mystical intentions
and means of Unification (Yihudim), whose purpose is to raise
the consciousness of the praying person to the Divine World of

Emanation.

We discuss the “mitigation of verdicts” (hamtakat haDinnim), a
matter of supreme practical importance in the circles of Tzaddikim
and Kabbalists, in order to save [oneself and the community] from
potential catastrophe, whether from government decrees or severe
plague [bearing in mind that both, the ‘Ari and RZH found their
deaths as the result of plagues]). RZH holds on to ‘both ends of the

rope’ 1n offering ways to ‘mitigate verdicts’. On the one hand, by

[I



RZH invested much effort in studying different textual
variants of the Zohar, an exhausting task, especially for one who
did not have high-quality manuscripts of the Zohar in front of
him. The attempt here, 1s to trace the manner in which RZH paves
his way 1n the maze of various editions of this printed matter.
Here, it is important to point to a principle followed by RZH, that
attributes the multiplicity of versions within the text to legitimate
variations, each with a status worthy of interpretation; rather than
mere mistakes to be amended. In so doing, RZH sets himself as
a forerunner of certain modern positions according to which, the
philologist 1s not entitled to speak of the ‘correct’ version of the
Zohar as long as these variants can be traced to parallel versions

and not to chance printing errors.

As far as hermeneutics of the Zohar, RZH presents us with a
series of guiding principles according to which the Zoharic text
should be read. These ‘rules’, which are scatted throughout RZH’s
writings, will also be of interest to the student interpreting the
Zohar not according to the Kabbalah of the ‘Ari. Since the Zohar
in its entirety 1s part of the Occult Science (Sod), RZH perceives
the key to the understanding of any article from the Zohar in the
prior identification of the spiritual world in which this article
is planted - whether in one of the modes of the hermencutical
PaRDeS (Pshat, Remez, Drash, Sod - plain meaning; implied
meaning; narrative elaboration; esoteric mystical meaning) - or in
one of the Worlds of ABY”A ( Atzilut, B’riah, Yetzirah, Assiah -
Emanation, Creation, Formation, Making). Moreover, according
to RZH, we can achieve a clearer understanding of the opinions of
the sages of the Zohar, as reflected by their conversations, if we

scrutinize the roots of the soul of each of them.

II



The Path of Worship

Abstract

Rabbi Tzvi Hirsh (RZH) of Zydatchov was apparently born in
the year 1763 in the town of Sambur, in east Galicia. His chief
occupation was the study and practice of Kabbalah, focusing
mainly on the Zohar and the Kabbalah of Rabbi Yitzhak Luria
Ashkenzi [henceforth, the ‘Ar1). RZH wrote a number of works on
the various aspects of this stream of Kabbalah, all of which were
published only after his death in 1831.

The significance of this research 1s in our analysis and
identification of the specific orientations as well as the ideas which
are at the root of the ‘Ar1 - based Zohar commentary of RZH, in
the wake of which have arisen two further Zohar-commentaries
- that of his nephew, Rabbi Yitzhak Isaac of Komarno and that
of Rabbi1 Eliezer Tzvi , the son of Rabbi Yitzhak Isaac. None of
these commentaries have as yet been systematically investigated,

making this the pioneering research on this subject.

After the biographical and bibliographical preface, the main
focus of the research here, 1s devoted to RZH’s engagement with
the Book of the Zohar and its interpretation. Only part of ‘Ateret
Tzvi was completed as an edited and well-arranged commentary
by RZH. The sources of another part of this work, are to be found
in the dense handwritten comments, that adorned the RZH’s
personal copy of the Slavita, 1809 edition of the Zohar. These were
augmented by the contents of RZH’s handwritten pamphlets,
given or mailed to his pupils. All of the above were painstakingly
arranged by the editor of the book. Thus by any standard, it is
difficult to classify ‘Ateret Tzvi as a book, a set of essays, or a
commentary. Regardless, ‘Ateret Tzvi includes all that RZH ever

wrote on the Zohar.
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