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It 1s surely unnecessary to add that the so-called lesser
figures hold a very special interest for the historian, who
frequently finds them no less significant than the great
ceative minds. In fact, the minor figures are very often more
characteristic of an age and representative of its general
mood. They may often be less original, less exciting, and
less impressive. Their tendency to gloss over many rough
edges renders them less daring, revolutionary, and titanic,
but all the more representative of their period, its mode of

thinking and its spiritual temper.’
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