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This was a living link with the Chasam Sofer !11nxXn P5non vy ny>w
..going back 175 years, which has now been severed
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the backing and support he needed to set up in business DWT WITPN

..where his honesty and straightness in dealing were exemplary
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the walls of 1172 MMpP NX MXDW DM 'DVIW P’ 10 D, 1502

his rooms were filled from ceiling to floor with his seforim—they were
the wall paper that lined those walls
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these words always remind me of The Coppice the spacious 2”9wn
.home in Letchworth where we lived from 1948 until 1972
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12 long months have now gone by, since Daddys 1pT 10D DM
vaun

In accordance of the Psak of 9”1 N X2y 27 17T we have
arranged the 12x0 NP, for which we are now gathered, to be done
now, at the conclusion of wTIr 2%

11972K1 PANIR TAN-72 029NN TIw-981 027aK DNaN YN 1090
112N

Our Father was an TR, a special, rare, multi-faceted personality.
To paraphrase a few PESUKIM from the SEDRA:
12230 MY VIV Y-TWK-521 INWKI X1 D800 01X HYn (K

Daddy has now departed from this World, B™xn Yw 071y, a place
limited by time m space.

He has joined Mummy s Lea m his Parents 1"y nnXi o»1va
:277121 D22 MR TR 113 BN (2
He left this World ©”y121 N11X¥N2 7125 - laden with good deeds.

1PN - he invested m bought with the 11272 that Hashem gave him,
not ephemera (although he had plenty of them in his library), but 127
rnx) — there are files m files of Zedoko receipts amongs his papers. Even
in earlier years when he was building up his business, he used his spare

TN WD 1PN "NNXY 1O 12T .1



money, to acquire WTp ™MBdDand in later years he spent time m money
for himself m others in publishing Seforim v Kisvei Yad.

On a more personal note, he was generous in the extreme to all his
Grandchildren, who loved him dearly.

TOIN DY MW DPRI-TY SN-nR-TY) 29m ryen? 12 .G
MWNID DY AYY-T9K 0200 DpR-OX T 0PI P UN-IR 73 12nna
T DW3 D3 OV K3

All the stages of his long and productive life, were all focused 9X
rnami mpn, rooted in the NIAMIM TMON of his great forebears. His
long Journey commenced in Vienna in 1915, he was brought up in nearby
Sopron, then he went to Yeshiva in Galanta. Then back to Vienna m to
Hungary. Coming to the safe haven of London in 1939, he ran away from
the bombing to Letchworth in 1940. Setting up home there in 1943 @
staying there for many years, until finally returning to London in 1972,
which was to be his last station, [19mn2a YN Dw M0 WX D1pNa Y,
from where he returned to the X oYY,

And finally the P10D says "V 121 YX-n" 2. What is the great
significance of this “in between” area?

T'will explainit with an anecdote. Once whenin Yerusholayim L visited
a talmid chochom, an expert in maps. Coming into his room, there was
hanging on the wall a long satellite map of the whole of Eretz Yisroel. He
took it down m put it on the table, pointing to a certain area. He said to
me, what do you notice there. I replied I do not see anything, except that
it is the area between *w1 YX n»a. He then proceeded to show me, that
if you look carefully at the contours formed by the mountains m valleys
there you can see in there the three letters of NnX.

NNX 120 YW mnmin, Hashem put his signature of N into the very
carth of TWITPN 1IXIN.



TOONN WY DNaR? o7 - 77nn 1910
n7

MNXN yARN NNKX. Dovid Hamelech wrote that NnX sprouts from the
ground. The wording of the 12¥n now erected over the 12p, is the NN
nnKX YW connected with the traces of 9Xw? yaX DY within the 1ap
below the ground.

I hope that those who read the inscription, will take inspiration from
it @ thereby give
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Telephone:
AVENUE 5377

Beth Din, Tondon
COURT OF THE CHIEF RABBI

B P A
mavem s et
4, CREECHURCH PLACE
ALDGATE
LONDON, EC.3

3rd December, 1942.

In connection with the atteched document
headed Rabinatska Skole, Rebbinatschule "Jeschiba'
Galanta, and dated 18th march, 1938, this Beth Din
(Ct;urt of the Chief Rabbi) certifies hereby that the
sald document is a certiricate signed by Rabbi
Jozsua Buxbaum of Gaianta, Czechosiovakia, and
Director of the Rebbinical Coliege there, certifying
that Adolf Schischa successfully passed the examination
for the Rabbinical degree on 1luth march, 1938,
The certificate further states thet Mr.A.Schischa
nhas been known to the Rabbi for the six years 1930-1936 R
and that he is consclentlous, intelligent and even~tempered,
This Beth Din (Court of the Chief Rabbil) knows the /
aforementioned Jozsua Buxbaum asa Rabbl of high standing

and eccordingly accepts his certificate.

1\'{:“7 ‘?”71 ‘ “X
B ) / Clerk to the Court,

Lmnﬂ*
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oty

785977 5 R
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ALIENS ORDER ’ ’

TRAVEL PERMIT

(Amilab!)e only within the United Kingdow ond when accompanied by the Regisiration Cortificate
endered below.
y virtue of 1he powers vested in me by the Aliens Order, 1920 {as ameudnd) I herehy grant permission
and char

for the Alien dggexibed below to proceed at his or her own risk
[ 4»“4«/ St ‘

Thls permission holds good from =—
'1’4‘1,-{9@{% 4unm'/.¢?- ’4’#%

Particwtars of holder
Registered in the Police
Registration District of  SoeRt-tide Registnti(:gmﬁﬁ teNaww.?

from the reqmnzm:nt to neporl dadly to .

fggg

i §The holder is herehy exempled iar th: pcn 20} this pes
“ the Police of the District in which he 1 i

1 7
:Cof st ‘%mgﬂmmng Officer.

£ | Dute ., TR e

HI
f 5 xmmmmmormmm
Ii is an ofence, puni by fine e impri holder to retuse to produes this permrit when
legally required to do so ; mmhﬂhmmbwiﬁhlhumdmnmo!thunml ar 1or any patson to alter,
use or have in bis possemion u permit on which sny  has hrgul altered.
Ontheezpmo!thupmndhrwhwhmﬂpmmtu-mhue,um hmwﬂmm
Police Station in {he District where the. holder then is, or in the Distriet in which it was jssned.

ﬂI‘fS

[r10.

T AN 12 MY 0 NTIVN
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I had the tremendous zchus to know a very special Tzadik who was to me as a
Grandfather a teacher and a friend. His name was “Mr.” [he certainly deserved
to be called Rav] Avrohom Schischa and his passing has made my world that bit
smaller. The Gemoro at the end of the first Perek of Yoma 20a says:

“...Three voices are heard from one side of the world to the other...the sound of
the soul as it leaves the body”

The world continues to turn but an entire world is now missing- and that fact
reverberates around the globe. Mr. Schischa was truly an entire world in every
sense. We would learn the words of the classic Mussar Sefer n*u* n2on
and from there we would branch off to speak of the Torah world of Europe
which was lost, of the world of the Chasam Sofer and R* Akiva Figer. His
knowledge knew no bounds. He enriched my life in so many ways that I find it
difficult to put pen to paper and write about it- but I will attempt to give a little
insight into this little man who was such a giant.

1 think the first story which sticks out as characterizing Mr. Schischa happened
13 years ago when I went to visit him one Yom Tov. As invariably happened we
came to talk of his past and specifically the period he spent in Vienna. Vienna
was unique in that it was the major medical centre of Europe and that resulted
in many of the Gedolim coming to Vienna for medical treatment. Mr. Schischa
explained that he remembered the passing of the famous Rogotchover Gaon-
but before he could continue he began to cry. Controlling himself he changed
the subject requesting that we talk of this story on a week day. A few days later
1 requested that he tell me the end of the story. He explained that he had been
walking through the streets of Vienna one morning with his Teffilin on his way
to Shacharis when someone called to him that people were gathering in the
room of the Rogotchover- a minyan was gathering to say with him Viduy for he
was passing from this world. Mr. Schischa said that he hurried to where the
Rogotchover was to find the Minyan there already. He said they all cried out
2270° vno in unison- he saw the lips of the Gaon move and then they moved
no more. Tears were in his eyes as he recalled this moment which had taken
place some 60 years previously. This left a tremendous impression on me as I
saw a man who simply loved o*nomw 72 n7n with every fibre of his being.

He would tell me of how he had gone to the Knessias Hagdola in his childhood
years. How he had seen the Godol Hador Reb Chayim Ozer Grodinsky, as well
as the many other Gedolim of that generation Reb Meir Shapira and the Rebbe
of Ger the Imrei Emes. Reb Meir Shapira he had heard more then once and he
would always comment on his beautiful appearance and the pleasure one had
hearing him speak for he spoke particularly beautifully- even the sound of his
voice was something special he would say.
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He spoke of how on one occasion he had ben walking in the street and seen the
Rebbe of Tchotkov R’ Yisroel Tchotkover. "2x w2 T2n>" he said- as was
befitting a scion of the regal Chassidic dynasty of Rizhin.

I once asked him if he had seen the Chofetz Chayim. He answered me sadly
that he had not seen him because he had had the mumps when the Chofetz
Chayim had come to the Knessias Hagdola and so he could not go to the great
assembly. And then he said [with that boyish grin of his that was so infectious]
“and I still cannot forgive myself!”

He recalled how on one of these occasions the Imrei Emes got up to speak. At
that moment there was a disturbance as one of the famous Chassidim of Ger a
huge Talmid Chochom in his own right - Rav R’ Menachem Zemba [who some
years later was murdered in the Holocaust] ran forward and sat under the table
where his beloved Rebbe was speaking from. The Rebbe, as was his custom
spoke for less then 5 minutes, in a quite voice hardly audible to the crowds who
had gathered. On finishing Reb Menachem Zemba arose repeated word for
word what the Rebbe had said and then explained what the Rebbe had said for
the next 15 minutes. What impressed Mr. Schischa at that time was three fold.
Reb Menachem Zemba’s impressive memory- memorising every word the
Rebbe had said. His own ability to darshan also impressed him tremendously.
But perhaps most impressive was the fact that this great man- one of the great
0 nom T nen in pre-war Europe showed complete deference to his Rebbe.

So too did Mr. Schischa show deference to n*nom * 7' n2n. He spoke in awe of
his teacher in the Yeshiva of Galanta, the Galanta Rov n*120p12 vwin® ')
2"3 7. “He was a Tx?n” he would say. The Rovwould give Shiurin 712

o 1 every day with the w17 2 of the tnnax 1an, and Mr. Schischa said that
he thus completed all of o+ "1 771 during his time in Yeshiva. Every Shabbos
on Friday night the Rov would eat with the Yeshiva and thus Mr. Schischa
explained that all the Bochrim could see the him not only in his role as Rosh
Yeshiva and Rov of the Kehila but also in his personal life as well. Halachic
questions would come directly into the Beis Hamedrash and he would tell me
of how the entire Yeshiva would gather round and see chickens recently
slaughtered where a question had arisen and see how the Rov would pasken.
“We had first hand experience in n1 220" he would say in praise of the
Hungarian Yeshiva system. “NOT everyone is meant to be a Rov” he would
explain - “the greatness of the system was that it produced Baal Habatim who
knew how to ask and what to ask!”

He had a close connection with many of the great men in the last generation.
He had acted to some degree as secretary for Rav Dessler who he always spoke
highly of. He spoke highly of Reb Yoel of Satmar [who he would always visit
when he went to America] and of the previous Rebbe of Skver who he also
visited on a number of occasions. He was in correspondence with the
Lubavitcher Rebbe 2" 7- and recalled how on one occasion having not written
to the Rebbe for some time he happened to be visiting New York and decided
to go and see the Rebbe. Entering the room the Rebbe looked up and
immediately said- “I have not heard from you for some time!” Mr. Schischa
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would always say to me in amazement —“how did he remember?! Imagine he
received so much correspondence- how could he pay attention to the fact that [
had not written for so long?” But we can understand from this story that great
men valued the words of this great and humble man.

Of his refined character I feel I must say at least a few words- of his infectious
smile and his twinkling eyes. I [who pride myself on being considered an
adopted Grandson!] always felt so special when he would answer the door with
warm words of welcome. He was always young at heart even well into his
eighties when we would learn together- and I always marveled at this man from
the previous generation who was so able to connect with the youth of today
with no problem whatsoever. I learned that being a truly great person is very
often not to what heights you ascend but how able you are to bring the light of
G-d into quite words of greeting, a warm smile and an absent minded friendly
pat on the hand.

He once told me that he remembered going to see his great grandmother who
was a grand daughter of the Chasam Sofer. She was a woman of short stature he
explained and she attributed her height [or lack there of] to an experience she
had had with the Chasam Sofer himself which she told him about. She had been
playing and making some what of a disturbance in the Beis Hamedrash when
the Chasam Sofer was giving his daily Shiur. The Chasam Sofer called her over
to sit on his lap with the words “come here mein kleiner maidela- my little girl”.
“And because he called me a little girl- I have been little all my life!” explained
his Great-grandmother.

A great man of small stature has left this world. I have mentioned his twinkling
eyes and his boyish grin. He had a warm heart full of love for all Jews. I will also
remember how he explained to me how his “hobby” for collecting books was
much more then a hobby- for him the books were characters in themselves. He
told me that when he used to get angry he would go into his library which he
loved so much and the books would talk to him. ““Be qui¢€)old man” they say to
me- “we have been here a lot longer then you- calm down!”

T miss this wonderful man whose three biggest compliments were a “clever Yid”
a “good Yid” and a “fine Yid”. He was a man who stayed young at heart and who
taught me with his every action. I never finished learning that beautiful Mussar
work 0" 7w n2°on with him. [He would always give me’ the first printed
edition of the classic work [printed in the time of the 2" mn] to learn from and
would remind me with that same excitement every time- “he might have held
this copy in his hands!”] But I like to think that the fact we did not finish should
remind me that I have never really started. For when I see the genuine humility
of so great a person- with that quite ability to bring G-d into the small acts of

! He always used a copy which his son Rabbi Y. Schischa had found in Russia- which had footnotes in
the margins. He would always marvel at how some Jew had taken the risk under the terrible conditions
of Communism to learn and ponder the holy words of the 2" mn.




"IN’ N0 - ’

1 — DIARY 11 - 7207 D10
) g

4

every day life, I stand in awe and thank G-d that this little man a giant among
men saw fit to teach me and to bring me close to him.

And as we danced at my wedding in 221w p7x Ilook forward to one day
dancing with him again when we will see the ultimate nmnw of 2x12 nr 2
pTyand o nnn ntomn,

1NR1 INXR 11'n'1 Nanna
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