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Hebrew and Aramaic elements in the Vernacular Christian
Arabic in Israel and in the written Christian Arabic in the

Holy Land, Syria and Lebanon

Ibrahim Bassal

Abstract

1. In this composition, I examined the Hebrew and Aramaic residues in spoken Arabic

by Christians in Israel, and written by Christians in the Holy Land, Syria and Lebanon.

The corpus of the spoken Christian-Arabic was based on the cassettes of old people who
live in Christian villages in the North of Israel: Fassuta, Me'ielya, Tarshiha, Begia'a,
Jesh, Kuferyasif, Ekreth, Bere'm, Ibilleen and Shfara'm. The corpus of the written
Christian Arabic was based on folk tales, poems, proverbs, dictionaries, Bible

translations, books of interpretation and liturgy.

It's reasonable that substrata from languages, spoken in the East, be preserved in Arabic,
since Arabic replaced those languages. This is applied on the Aramaic language, the
spoken language in the countries of the East, it was gradually pressed down since the
beginning of the Arab conquest in the seventh century till the tenth century (Ben-David
1967, 153-165; Cambridge, 1999, I, pp. 115-129). Together with that, Aramaic
substrata witness at the diglossia of the residents in the regions of the Holy Land, Syria

and Lebanon till the absolute control of Arabic, these substrata were left in Arabic.

Yihezkiel Kutscher, wrote on Aramaic item in the Hebrew Encyclopedia (pp. 959-969)
that Aramaic elements were remained in Arabic dialects in locations where Aramaic
controlled. However, Avishur in his article "The Ancient Aramaic elements in the Iraqi
Judaeo-Arabic" (Avishur, 1977, pp. 277-294 / Avishur, 2001, pp. 235-287), he hints that

researches done on the topic are partial and they need to be increased and updated.



Indeed, literature that deals with the topic is united in regards to word-lists, done mostly

by Christian priests, and they should be examined through scientific tools.

Little was written on the Hebrew and Aramaic influence on Arabic in the domain of
pronunciation, forms and syntax, except for what wrote the Lebanese priest Michael
Feghali, in his two books in which he related to the Aramaic influence on Arabic,

spoken in Lebanon regarding syntax, pronunciation, morphology and vocabulary.

2. In fact, there isn't any essential and comprehensive research that dealt with the topic
in a methodical, inclusive and summarizing manner, which integrates the Hebrew and
Aramaic elements, existing in both literary and spoken language. Therefore, in this
composition, I examined the topic and completed it in a comprehensive and profound
way in the domain of pronunciation, morphology, syntax and vocabulary, through a
comparison with the influence of Aramaic on Jewish Arabic on the basis of researches

done in this domain.

In this research, I have gathered and concentrated the Hebrew and Aramaic elements
that penetrated the spoken and written Arabic by the Christians of the Holy Land, Syria
and Lebanon. There is a great importance in gathering this kind of material and in
preserving this tradition, otherwise it will vanish away. The speedy changes in society
cause far reaching changes in the life style and the words that were daily used but
disappeared or changed with the time. Those words which ceased to be used, are being
forgotten and tend to fade away especially among the young generation. Furthermore,
most informants became old and it's our duty to preserve and keep that linguistic

tradition lest it is too late.

I also examined the way of the infusion of these elements and I pointed out the changes
that occurred in them. I cross-checked the Hebrew and Aramaic elements that exist in
the spoken Arabic, and together with those that exist in the written language. In my
opinion, this cross-checking is likely to show the circulation of the Hebrew and
Aramaic elements and their fusion within both the Spoken and the written Arabic and
even the two transmissions. It also points at the exclusiveness and the peculiarity of the
layer of the Spoken Arabic in the Holy Land (the Palestinian dialect) in comparison
with other Arabic dialects, and it clarifies the linkage between this layer and the

languages that were spoken in Palestine such as Hebrew and Aramaic. Researching



these elements linguistically, contributes to the determination of locating the spoken

Arabic by Christians within the map of the dialectology of the spoken Arabic in Israel.

Not only this, researching the Hebrew and the Aramaic component in these layers
contributes to the definition of the Arabic linguistic atlas in general, and the unique
linguistic atlas of the spoken dialect by Christians. As well, it contributes to the
completion of the spoken Arabic and Palestinian dictionary. Comparatively, this
research is likely to contribute to verify obscurities in the Bible. Blau states the
importance of the spoken Arabic dialect in the Holy Land, which, in his view, preserves
elements and words that might enlighten and contribute to the explanation of hard
words and forms of the Biblical vocabulary, which it seems, settled in the mouths of the
Arab residents in Israel. (Blau, 1955 = Blau 1986).

3. The Christian Arabs in Israel are part of the Arab Christian communities that exist
in the Middle East. They live in an Islamic environment in Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon
and in Palestine. However together with this, they keep their religious identity as
Christians, in part of the regions such as in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and in Egypt they
observe their prayers and religious rites and ceremonies in the original language, in

Aramaic-Syriac in Iraq, Syria and in Lebanon, and in Coptic in Egypt.

The Christian Arabs who live in Israel count today 113700 according to the data of the
Central Department of Statistics (Statistic Annual of Israel, 2003, No. 54). They are
mainly concentrated in the North of the Country. They are united and are different from
the rest of the Moslem population in their rites, their vocabulary is exclusive, as the
words of church and its surrounding, exclusive Christian names which are after the

names of Christian saints and indicate Western orientation.

4. The spoken Arabic of the Arabs of Israel is varied in its dialects. It could be
distinguished according to different regions, religious groups, urban or villagers. In the
South of the Land, the Bedouin dialect is mostly used. In the center, and the triangle
region, they use their own exclusive dialect, in the North, the Galilean dialects are used.
A number of researches was written about the Arab dialects in Israel. Christie 1901,
Lohr, 1905, Spoer and Haddad (1909) is a guide to learn Arabic. Bauer (1909),
Bergstrasser (1915), Blanc (1953), Palva (1965), Piamenta (1959), chapters in the Arab
Dialects of the central Galilee, about the dialect of Sakhnin town, Rozenhouse (1969),
and on the Bedouin dialects in the North of the country, Rozenhouse (1984), on the



Arabic of Jerusalem, Piamenta (1964) and Levin (1995), on the Arabic of Haifa town,
Giva' Kleinberger wrote (2004) Dissertation of the Arab dialects of the residents of
Haifa, in the first middle of the 20" century, the spoken by Moslems, Christians and
Jews. Through relating to the Arab Jewish dialect in the North of the Country in the first
middle of the 20" century (in Haifa, Tzfat, Tiberias).

Recently, Khariush (2004) published a book about the phonological description of the
Palestinian dialects, through surveying the researches that dealt with the Palestinian

dialect, its distribution and linkage to old Arab dialects.

5. This research, as stated, is based on researching the Aramaic and Hebrew elements
in the spoken Arabic by Christians in Israel, and written Arabic of the Christian
communities in the Israel, Syria and Lebanon. The composition is forked to examine
two corpora: the first, the corpus of the Arabic spoken by Christians of Israel. In order
to research the spoken corpus, 1 carried out interviews and conversations with
informants, and I tape-recorded 20 informants of Christian old-people from Northern
villages of Israel. Those old-people don’t know the Hebrew of today and their education

is very rare and limited.

The second is the written corpus, including the Christian rites, Bible translations, New
Testament, Christian liturgicalb literature and folk tales in the Christian Arabic. In my
opinion, examining the two corpora enable a complete and overall description of the
Hebrew and Aramaic linguistic elements. And even it enables examining the penetration
and infusion of these elements into the Christian Arabic both spoken and written. In
addition, it enables the classification of the elements that penetrated into the spoken
language or only into the written texts. Elements that exist in the spoken language
indicate that they remain in the spoken and have not passed into the literary language.
Elements in both spoken and written language may show that the borrowing is from the
spoken and passed into the written language as well. This points out at the depth of the
infusion and penetration of these elements in the absorbing language. Words that exist

only in the written language indicate that borrowing is only in the written language.

I think that I have clarified both corpora and set the linguistic categories in them, this
may offer a complete picture of the scope of the Hebrew and Aramaic elements in them,

and indicate the domains of their use in the Christian Arabic both spoken and written.



6. The Christian Arabic is the spoken and written language by Christians for a
Christian crowd. This fact has a great importance in describing the characteristics of this
language. The Christian community in the East wrote extensive Arabic literature both in
Arabic and Syriac letters (karshunic writing). In the classical era, the Christian Arab
poets who compose classical Arabic poetry are known. In these songs, there is a large
number of religious words linked to Christianity and Judaism. Moreover, Aramaic and

Hebrew words exist in the liturgical religious literature, linked to church matters.

7. As known, the Arab philologists determined a method to identify the foreign
element in Arabic. They identified the foreign words by means of phonological,
morphological and semantic criterions. In general, they preceded expressions and
combinations before foreign words that indicate their foreignness or the doubt of being

borrowed. Such as:

e 4wl ¥ T don’t think its Arabic, <= (mu‘arrab=) arabicized ,(daxil=) Ja-

borrowed, s (muwallad=) renewed.

Furthermore, in the lexicon "Lissan El A'rab" , there is a little number of Hebrew words

or claimed Hebrew, for instance: & (God), us= (horn), 5« (Moses).

In his composition of Arabicized words, Al Jawaliki brought a number of Hebrew
words which are mostly personal names, and in the modern era, Al Yassoue'i wrote a
general composition of the foreign words in Arabic in which there is a chapter that

counts about 40 Hebrew words, mostly names and the rest is religious words.

In the modern era, compositions were written about the borrowed Aramaic element;
Fraenkel 1886 (=1962), Agnathius 1969, Hubaika 1904-1902 (=1939), Feghali 1919.

8. The Judeao-Arabic was greatly researched in regards to the Aramaic and Hebrew
elements, such as Goitein 1931, after him, Leslau 1945, Bar-Asher 1978 (=1999),
outlined a basis and a method for the research of the Hebrew element in the Judaeo
Arabic. However, Schwarzwald 1984, related to measures for the infusion of Hebrew,
Aramaic words in the Jewish Spanish language. Also Maman 1989 wrote an article
about identifying the Hebrew element in Moroccan Jewish Arabic. Bahat 1990 (=2002)
related to the Hebrew element in the written Arabic of the Morocco Jews. Hanshki 2001,
wrote about the Hebrew element in the spoken Arabic of Tunisia Jews. Avishur 2001,

presented a new method for researching the Jewish-Aramaic element in the Judaeo



Arabic in the East through examining the Hebrew and Aramaic elements in the written

and oral transition of language.

9. Within the frame of the composition, I examined the Hebrew and Aramaic elements
(words and forms) and I determined solid linguistic criterions and measures, from

spelling, pronunciation, morphology and syntax for the identification of these elements.

10. The borrowed elements which were examined in this composition in both the
spoken and written language, are mainly from the Aramaic, the Syriac and their dialects
and from Hebrew. As known, Arabic was widespread in the East in the 7" century in
the urban areas and turned into a dominant language since the 9™-10 centuries. In that
era, the late Aramaic was still a living and spoken language, and it was normal to have a
direct contact with that layer, and leave its mark everywhere around. Yet, Aramaic
influenced the classical Arabic as Kutscher mentioned in researching the Aramaic in the

Hebrew Encyclopedia (p. 967).

In Palestine, Syria and Lebanon, languages that are supposed to affect the Arabic
dialects are those of the late Aramaic: In the West, within the Land of Israel (Palestine):
the Galilean Aramaic, the Syriac and the Palestinian Syriac (=Christian Aramaic), the
Samaritan Aramaic, in addition to the Syriac which was spoken in Syria and Iraq.
However I believe that it would be difficult to separate the elements and to divide them
to Aramaic layers and to its dialects. Since there is a mutual and closeness among the
Aramaic dialects, and since Aramaic controlled for a long time in the Syriac region
(including Palestine) and left substrates in the spoken Arabic dialects in that region.
This region was perceived in the past as one cultural and political unit. Therefore we
find a large part of the Aramaic words used in the spoken Arabic in Iraq, Syria and
Lebanon which were published in various books and word-lists (Al Mouseli 1935,
AlBakri 1972, Hubaika 1939, Agnathius 1969, Mebarki 1999, Abdel Raheem 2003), we
find them also in the Arabic dialect spoken in Palestine. So the influence of the Aramaic

and the Syriac should be related as one matter.

In addition, there are words from other languages, such as Hebrew, Akkadian and Greek
which passed to the written and spoken Arabic through the Aramaic. For example:

JSs (temple), Jui) (basket), Jsii (September), < (august), 3,3 (Skara) acre, Ol sSud
(scholars), O ke (arc-bishop), ©“sses (armies).



11. The division of the Hebrew and Aramaic elements

The Hebrew and Aramaic elements that penetrated the spoken and written Arabic were

mostly nouns, adjectives and even verbs. These elements are divided into a number of

categories:

1-

There are Hebrew and Aramaic elements that penetrated into the literary Arabic

and can be found in part of the dialects.

There are elements that penetrated the spoken Arabic and can be found in a

number of dialects in the Arabic spoken by Moslems, Christians and Jews.

There are elements, exclusive to a certain dialect, and can be found in the
various communities that talk that very dialect such as the Christians in Israel

Syria and Lebanon.

There are Hebrew and Aramaic elements, exclusive to the written and spoken

Christian Arabic.

There are Hebrew and Aramaic elements, exclusive only to the written Christian

Arabic.

In context of the Christian Arabic, researched in this composition, elements may be

divided into such a division:

A) Hebrew and Aramaic elements that exist in the spoken Christian Arabic in Israel.

I can notify that these elements are found used by other Arab populations and in

other dialects in other regions, such as in Syria and Lebanon, for example:

18 (basket), “dl (jar), 4215 (jar), Jsis (riddle), %lbs (stool), 33 » (straw basket), s

(nail), =& (pick), s> (grain), s (olive-waste), Jibs (thin), 3,5 (bad fig), Osik
(fresh branch), < s (wooden nail), ~& (late rain), (s (0x goad), 4= (sprout), 4bizs

(furrows), 35« (rennet), 4l (falling fig), == (thick), &4 (pick olives), 3,54 (line) J »=
(gravel), s (bar), <L (took out), &5L% (kick), lud (comet), &3 (uproot), <le (chicory),
oseba/)selu (male-goat).

B) Elements that exist only in the Written Christian Arabic

These elements are exclusive to the Christian Arabic literature and are not found in

the Arabic literature in general, for example:



258 (vest), s (ark), &b (measure), ss> (homer/measure), Jeia (electricity), aus

(destroy), 413 (abuse), 41iwa (goat), ik /U508 (goad), Lsisd (horn), GlAS (azure) .
C) Elements, characteristic to spoken and written Christian Arabic

There are Hebrew and Aramaic elements that penetrated both the spoken and the

written Christian Arabic, for example:

% (going around), JiS! (crown), Ot (sacred bread), Gl (best man), 4als (eulogy),
4yl S (memory), s »<ic (Pentecost), = (feast of baptism), U= (palm-branches), e
(baptism), ~s¥ (entity), 35S (preaching), JSs (temple), ik (priest's house), s_s
(priest), usesi (deacon).

D) There are Hebrew and Aramaic elements that penetrated the literary and the

Christian Arabic, for example:

55l (helmet), (uxS (October), J3 (March), JS (May), Jsi (September), Gl
(ceiling), 05 furnace), 41 (bowel), 44l (threshold), 4%« (tent-peg) k3 (basket),
O (cooker/name of month), Jx# (light bulb), ki (box), JsS (cup).

Shared elements in the written Christian Arabic and the Jewish Arabic, for example:

Levites omsY, oracle am s 5 a ¥, psalm s o Jubilee Ju sy, Cherubim exsS, I am that

Tam Lal ,if Ll
12. Widespread of clements:

The borrowed Hebrew and Aramaic elements in the spoken and the written Arabic of
Christians in Israel, Syria and Lebanon belong to various life domains: agriculture,
year times, house work, work and craft, plants, crop and fruits, food and clothing and

others, for instance:

Names of kinds of land, agricultural seasons and forms of sowing: “.lxe me hayi
(furrow), 383 skara (acre), 3058\ hakira (ground near house), Jd> dallil (thin), ==
ebe (thick), 3035 Surah (line), <l §qif (cliff), us nir (yoke), ' = sarar (tiny stones),
& g5y (last rains).

Weather: <& §0b (harsh heat), ss5.S kariizy (very cold), suse abira (passing

cloud).



Year months: < (August), )3 (March), Jsi (September), J5 (May), Ol (April), Js<
(July), B4 (February), Jowss (June), &8 o / Jol cu s (October, November), o518
S8 o8/ I (December, January).

Agriculture and work tools: Lsx bayyiir (wooden nail), < bork (knee of plough),
@ zaqit / zagit (porcupine/ head of prick), Jsb yasil (shaft of wagon) < sl

labiit (ox goad), «u k8 garrib (cross piece of yoke), s massas (0x goad), <l Salaf
(draw), 48l3 Self —Selfe (stick), snd Sabbit (stick).

Plants: <33 zanzalaxt/ zanzaraxt (China tree), 3se Gfilg (parasite plant), <l &/r

(chicory), «sSe Gkkiib (thorny wild plant), S8 qul-gs quigas (a plant), 4= nasbe

(planting), O+ tarbiin (tender part of branch), 4= gormiyye (tree trunk), 38
(plum), @52 (hyssop).

House tools: affiira ' ,58 (small basket), assasiyye il (glass jar), zalu a/zal a4e )
(bottle), halal I~ (wide-net sieve), tabliyye 4 (Short-legged table), tarbeza ' ju b
(table), tawwdye sk (frying-pan), saride 33~ (straw basket), noxl/moxl Jii /Jas
(iron bar to uproot stones), mistah) ¢Ueie (surface), hubbal Jus (steam), korkiyye 4SS

(vessel for liquids), sarrafeh 48 = (wooden box), Jdw)} (chisel), 4oy (vessel for
liquid), dsi) ( basket).

Crop and fruits: gargir s> (grains), gift <és (olive waste), dafira s (first figs),

farith z 54 (thin chaff flies with the wind), nable s (fallen fig), Sabsul Jsiss (com
hair), k6se 43S (pile).

Food and clothing: 53 maswe (rennet), ¢s) zitm' (soup), sk ralmiise (piece of
bread), o\i» borSan / berfan (sacred bread), &#4 farfiita (crumbs), S bostar

(work shoes), Sl sako (upper jacket), S kamar (belt), 45,3 Sartiha (old shoes),
&5 (waist belt).

Animals and where they sleep: Os-b fabson (rock rabbit), Jseba/ selu 5a %r (goat),
o p gredes (shrimp), 48,4 Sarnaga (cocoon), JS% Sunnar (partridge), Jsie ) zaglol
(young bird), Ji=ud (stable).

Residences and buildings: i » burras (door threshold), < <  bet-may (water

closet), Ui kallin (hard stone), <l e sfardar (wood logs), Ui boxs (hole), Uskes

gamalon / gamlon (triangle wooden frame), 3 S~ sukkarah (door lock), 48 e Gzaqa



(screw/cog), 3558 fakiira (confined to window), <luld geydsar (wooden logs), & =i

Sa riyye (gate), A& (door threshold), o5 (furnace), o<s (pin).

Body members and illnesses: 3 bez (breast), sk fiz (buttocks), s S kar Gne (leg),

4 sé fosfiise (red body rash).
13. Words and terms linked to the Bible and Aramaic translations:

Through examining the Arabic translations of the Bible, I found out an abundance of
Hebrew-Aramaic words and terms from the law of priests, weights, measures, coins,
animals, plants and others used in these translations, it seems that translators found
difficulty to translate them. However there are Syriac words linked to the translation of

Peshitta and the Christian liturgical literature.

$Usd (my Lord), ©s3es (armies), 'a3 J) (El Shddai), Lal s Wl (I am that I Am),
a» ¢ (God). Part of these words is from the law of priests and characteristic to the
Bible: Jx s (Jubilee), a5 (cherubim), ans )l ;a5 » (seraphim), Gus¥ (Levites), 3 waic
(assembly), _s% (lot), a8l 5 (teraphim, small gods), a=sdl (corals), <usdbs (alters), ax
(stage), asils aysl (oracles), duil (Ariel), 258 (ephod), 4! za (feast of God), aie>
(hell), z 2k z 5> (Gog and Magog), Uizl 52 (save us), aua (destroy), deds (electricity),
Usald /el (lizard), os¥ (whale), 4iSw (divine. dwelling), 44 (lip), «l=3 (abuse),
o8/ sd (horn), 44 (ephah), &b (measure), <y (homer), < (lethek), &

(measure), < (measure), Ji! (piece of money).

Precious stones were (breastplate stones) were translated in the Ms. Sinai 2 in relation
to the Peshitta: B (topaz), Y5 (onyx), <« (jasper), Yl (jewel), B s (ruby), St
(sapphire), 'waa (garnet), OsS8 (opal), L3 (agate), Jae Cue (amethyst), puw bl
(tarshish), G358 (mole), 48 (he-goat), 0 (fish), sl (pigeons), Jbied (kind of tree),
= b (cinnamon), e S4 (acacia), axoss (ravens), (s (crocodile), \sson /z son
(mandrakes), < so¢2 (behemoth), S (blouse), 4iias (headdress), sl (threshing floor),
Sk /s (goad), «L » (man), Bed (son of an hour), < s (Diaspora), 2> (north),
Jui (desk), Jiw (cup), 43828 (harlot), s> (monastery), (52 (study), ook (cliff), Jiw
(cup), 7=t (pass over), z S (monk's niche), S (preach), s)s50S (preaching), JUaws
(wine), Ui x (school), a8 (necromancy), O« (cinnamon), < (rabbi), G, (house

wife), Jesi/Jw_5 (rucksack), 45 (basket), o, (furnace).



Hereinafter some of the Aramaic words mentioned in Arabic version in the New
Testament (Gospel) and in the Arabic liturgical Christian literature: as# (entity/person),
3 (feast of ascension), zd (feast of emersion), Gk (gazelle), Gub (girl), zdu
(apostle), 58 ( table), 4S ks (patriarchy), Jws s (priest's wear), (»)ly (the last supper),
ousd (monastery), B (open), 4=z (church), s/, 8L (preface to prayer), ai<is

(Martha Mary), ol (teacher), <ue » (congregation), &) (idiot), sl (left me).

14. Reflection of the Hebrew-Aramaic substrata in writing, pronunciation,

formation, syntax and vocabulary
Writing matters:

Syrian-Aramaic words that ends up with long vowel td/-d2 performed in Arabic with

linked T (Ta Marbiita), expanded a orshort a .s-/l-/4-- For example:
Qnla/Bna (girl), ¢ e /43 ke (goat), 'wra (turquoise), Wil (azure).

In the Arab Christian hand writings and in other sources, there are Syriac words,

copied into Arabic in the pattern that ends with a, for instance:

e S (acacia), GlaS (azure), Ga3 (diamond), =32 (emersion feast), s s (mandrakes),

Msis (sapphire), s (turquoise), Gl (girl), Gnb (gazelle).

This pattern is characteristic to Syriac nouns and it is likely to be a sign that may

contribute to the identification of a Syriac noun form.
Glottal consonants: ¥ 7117 R
Their performance in borrowed words is similar to that in Arab words. That is to say,

according to the phonemic, regional performance in the dialect itself.

Begedkefet: Fricative and plosive :
B is performed in two manners: b/f

For example: Avishur ,sisl (Rome 1671 , 1 Chronicles 2: 16), Avishai 5 (Paris
23,1 Samuel 21, 6), Avigail Js (Rome 1671 ,1 Chronicles 2: 17), Rahvia s,
(Rome ,1 Chronicles 23: 17), Laban J4Y (Romel671,Genesis 46: 25).



The shiftof 5> f

Rifka , 8, =Rafshaki the writer S\<ll &, = (Rome version 1671, 2 Kings 18: 17)
Uil Avishur (Ms. Paris 23 ,1 Chronicles 28: 29).

The g is performed in two manners & /g g/ g plosive and lax performances
Gedeon Ose2> (ms. Paris ,23 Judges 8: 30), Gershon ¢s<_ > (Rome ,1 Chronicles 23:
7.

Shiftof g>g (&) pitgama <l = proverbs. Or in Hebrew words, the g islax

Eglon O ste (Ms. Paris23, Judges 3: 12), <\ds¢ Goliath (external books, Dunlop 1901
page 45), Avigail Jt (Rome 1671 1 Samuel 25:3).

D is performed in two manners:
A fricative performance:

S ju 533 13 (Genesis 28: 32, Ms. Sinai2 ) '35 ;(Ms. Sinai 3 ,Genesis 35: 28),
=3 (Ms. Sinai 3, Deuteronomy 3) "ss3 58 Gaally xelu dis el (Sus" ( Ms. Sinai
3, Genesis 36:8) and the same in the rest of places.

Blocked performance:gadh W maall sl (Genesis 17: 1, Ms. Sinai 2), oseoa
Gideon.

Lax k is performed in two manners: ¢/ ; k/h

Zacharia b2 (Romel671) L S) (Protestant edition), Elimelech &l (Ms. Paris 23,
Ruth 1: 2), ¢llasi (Romel671 ) Malachi ,33« Achich il (Ms. Paris 23) , Baruch
#so% (Rome 1671).

Shiftof p > f/p

For example: Orpha Y= (Rome 1671 , Ruth 1: 4 ), Peretz sa% (Rome 1671,
Genesis 46: 12).

In the edition of Rome, in Esther 9: 24: "and he made a lot" = ", é;‘" and in Esther
9: 26 "Those days were called Purim after the name Pur" = < Oxsdl (3 1 feu AN
"ae il ) g8 O dad e e s

35S\ =Fakura .Potiphar sk 8 (Rome 1671, Genesis 46: 20), Paghur =321 (Ms. Sinai

3 .Deuteronomy 3: 26 ). And the second b as sacred bread O » nail L



The phoneme "t" is performed in the written Christian Arabic in two manners:
A fricative performance: hereinafter some examples that reflect the Syriac influence:

"Gl A Lye &bk A" (Ms. Sinai 3 ,Deuteronomy 2: 8), "&€ » (Ms. Sinai 3,
Deuteronomy 3: 17), "4 0" (Ms. Sinai 3, Genesis 38: 11),"dicland iy Caann "
(Genesis 36: 2, Ms. Sinai 3), "< Db 815" (Ms. Sinai 3 , Numbers 22: 1 allad"
"l e Sigi e (@ g0 (Ms. Sinai 3 ,Deuteronomy 34:1) "Owiie &l z 2" (Ms. Sinai 3,
Deuteronomy 3: 1,3), <uel s /el o (Ben Suleiman 1899, p. 112), &uk /f Subs 1 J&
(Acts 9: 36, 40), Gl (Mark 5: 41), &sall o, (Epistle of James P. 50) s> (Ms. Sinai 2

Genesis 33: 17), "pad Cwy (A AW 8§ jh 8 by " (Ms. Sinai 3, Genesis 35: 19),

"eilag 53 ) 5838 A JA W (Ms. Sinai 3 Joshuall: 23).
Examples of lax Tav after a hyper correction, for example:

4iesd instead of <ius ( Ms. Paris 23, Joshua 8: 23), A=ix instead of a=iwe (Ms. Paris
23, Judges 2: 2), <k instead of < (ibid. 20: 7) <xww instead of <zew (Ms. Paris 23, 1
Samuel 15: 20), <ulaé instead of <yiké (ibid. 25: 35).

Shift of > g

Fence tower \& a3 ( Ms. Sinai 3, Genesis 35: 21) Jis¢ Reuel ( Ms. Sinai 2, Genesis
36: 10), e Aali, Yizrael J& 3 Al e, (Ms. Paris 23, Joshua 8: 1), Gamoura 5 <& |
Faghur _ s\ (Sinai 3 ,Deuteronomy 3: 29 ), Tolah Ben Foah 3 6 0 ¢¥ & (Judges 10:
1,), Gomri s =& ( Ms. Paris 23, 1 kings 16: 6).

Consequent to a hyper correction of words in Arabic, they have "Ain" letter: for
example: in the Ms. Paris 23: W instead of =2 ( (2 Samuel 23: 11), ‘&2 instead of

lea( 1 kings 2: 1), Jsae instead of Jstae

The shift of 2 > h is prominent in nouns, for example: Achimeleck <lwal (Ms. paris
23, 1 Samuel 21: 2), Achituv «skal (Ms. Sinai 23, 1 Samuel 22: 9), Lazard Uses
(Rome 1671, Leviticus 11: 29-30), pottery mountain & o= ( Ms. Paris 23, Judges
1: 35), Nahash _«al ( Ms. Paris 23, 1 Samuel 11: 1).

The shift of §>s

For example: Shamgar Ben Anat <le (n s ( Ms. Paris 23, Judges 3: 31), Koshan
Ol sS (Ms. Paris 23, Judges 3: 12). Kamush «s\S ( Ms. Paris 23, Judges 11: 24),



Achich oua! (Ms. Paris 23, 1 Samuel 21: 11), Shimon Us= (Ms. Paris 23, Jushua
19: 1), Menasheh Lwis (Ms, Paris 23, Joshua 17: 2).

Morphology
The verb
Forms in the "pa'al" (he, past, singular) on the Aramaic manner:
¢ L heard) gL (saw)

The media y verbs conjugate as media w verbs:
anayyim (make sleep), a ayyim (awake).

The form fau ‘ala / f6 ‘al) monophtongization: (bérad) became cold, (ndzal) catch cold,

(fofas ) weakened.

Form of fa‘aliin (third person, plural): in normative Arabic, the form is sl for

example: 4de o5l (prayed for him), O swS Bl (sea5 (asked for Kisrawan country),
Oskel s (they gave), 0sSbes (they ruled).

The form $af ala

Examples from spoken Arabic: «¢l (reddened), <& (turned over) Jiks (weighed).
The starting letters of the future tense are expressed in the vowels: [ i ] :[yiktib (=write)
yisma® (hear) .

New verb forms, part of them, denominative verb: z: (died), = (surrounded), o2&
(served as best man), (= (celebrated the feast of palm branches), 31 (forsaken me),
ol (serve as a deacon), <=ic (celebrated Pentecost), o< (Autumn arrived), aed

(used magic), IS (performed the wedding), »> (destroy).
Noun
fa alit pattern
These nouns terminate with suffix—z, the form indicates abstract nouns:

Ol (humanness), <sSk (kingdom), <2« (animals), Zs%S (priesthood).



fa‘al pattern

J5£8 (murderer), Jsibe /)58 (horn), asad (knew), J58L (weight tool), —sels (garden
fork), &i s > (grinder), Jsi= (sieve).
fa @ pattern

This pattern is not mentioned among those brought by Sibawaihi: this pattern exists in
Aramaic and in Syriac as a form of "Kitind", and doesn’t exist in Arabic. It exists in the
Bible translations in the Christian Arabic, for example: 0SS (blouse).

Supplanting in the pattern fi ‘@ > fa ‘7l

Examples of nouns: # (watermelon), (<5 (crocodile)

Adjectives: o= (saint), (33 (righteous man).
In spoken Arabic, they say battih fa ‘Tl This pattern exists in Aramaic and Syriac.

Fay il pattern Js= exists in Arabic, though rare. The form _si (horn) is borrowed

from the Syriac, Ls»~ (scapegoat).

Adaptation according to the Arabic pattern: the word ephod is performed in Arabic in
form of fa al/fu al 5 / 8

The plural form (-aiya) Wl 15585 / Wise IS 1Sy (Maronites rules, and wrote to
villagers).

The Hebrew plural forms —im:

Hebrew names serve with thus form, for example: Al (owners), ause (CTows), am sl

(corals).
The shift kum > kon (Ss35 (your brother), (e =l (I will hit them).

dni nisba form, for example: & » (external), & s> (internal), " S8l Ul & ,0" (Ms.
Sinai 3, Daniel 9: 2)

The Syriac form of diminution: on/an is/os :

For example: 4 slh (piece of bread), o> (wooden seat like hump of camel), 4ise S

(small leg).



The production of blended or compound forms <liag which is one of the church
terms. It returns in anaphoric form in the heads of prayers "tov deen". b2 (take what
belongs to you and give me what belongs to me). The form Y » is a Syriac word
composed of the words 'bar' and 'shaata'. The word <. is a Syriac word composed

of the words 'bar' and 'nasha’ : Wsi» ¢« 4x» house of gathering.

Adding "alef pro-static" A (at start) in order to prevent the beginning of a word with a
number of consonants, for example: (=3l (best man), g\l (chapter), i (crown),

Jw 3} (chisel). This phenomena even exists in Hebrew in words such as stadium 17703K.
Syntax

"la" as an object marker (nota accusative)

For example:

Mgy 5 ol el 3k Ll Masal i B el B jled lland 34

(Ms. Sinai 3 p. 7) ,"edsd sl i Calaid Wg" (Ms. Sinai 3, p. 8) "osal qugded uall Wle
(Ms. Sinai 3, p. 10) "dal B84y g pmaall ouge S8 W' (Ms. Sinai 3, p. 12) 4 "
"dil oyt A (M. Sinai 3, p. 13) "4 G &) mass" (Ms. Sinai 3, p. 14)

Suitability gender and number between subject and verb
for example:
75 g Al DU i L gl / 5 68Y1 e s el 154" 7 gl L g 138/ ol a5 1 0"
These verbs in normative Arabic are likely to be in singular.
The inner object precedes the verb: < 5 Uga
Fossilization of the relative pronoun:

For example:

(N g pllac L' "ad ) cull dli Ja) " "l B ol 3 " saall @ G sa
"Ca g siy sl (Joshua 24: 29) sbedd s (1) g = Y1 5" (Joshua 13: 2)

el Y Sage (1) &) Jee ¥V (Joshua 1: 2)
15. Vocabulary and semantics

A great part of the borrowed elements are nouns. In addition, adjectives and verbs are

also borrowed, but in an inflection of Arabic. This grammatical division in percentages



shows that the percentage of nouns among those that I discussed is 82,7%, adjectives
2.1%, verbs 14%, adverbs 1.3%.

There are clear guidelines that indicate the absorption of these words in Arabic: (1) The
Arabic definite article mark: in other words, adding 'Al' to borrowed words: for

example:

=il (Passover), 3 »=isdl (Day of Pentecost), Jusdl (Jubilee), uad (north), st ¥
(alter), 85,1 (seraphim), &33! (feast of emersion.

(2) The adaptation of the Arabic plural manner: (The Arabic fractive plural)

== (cycles), St (schools), (e (Tishri month), xS s= (ground), cmalal (jars),

8l g (horns), oslss (feast of palm branches), _sala¥i (roofs).
(3) Preserving the Hebrew plural form: In the written Christian Arabic, certain nouns

continue to perform the Hebrew plural way: sl (gems), anose (ravens), < s

(alters), ~&5Y1 (porches), ausS (cherubim), pxsills aist (oracle).

4) Borrowing foreign words, the basic form and the additional suffix: 4« sl (piece of

bread), ;ss«= (young lamb), skes (sloping pattern).

5) Borrowing Aramaic words in their emphatic or the fossilized state: =_S3 (acacia)
a5 (mandrake), >éw (sapphire), 'wae (garnet), Gk (girl), Gub (gazelle), Eosm

(sumac), W5 (azure).

6) Combinations that were produced through blend or compound manner: ¢33 53 / ¢l

(man), <$lu ¢ (again and again), < / B (yours), 4xn  (church), L (threshing

floor).

Adjectives: 2138 gerdahi (smith), 4> hazita (poor woman), baske § za Grur (tiny).
Verbs in Arabic forms: i (served as a deacon), z) (went around the church), o<
(October started).

16. Semantics

In the oral and written Christian Arabic, there are words which are lexically borrowed
directly into Arabic, through phonemic and morphemic changes and sometimes the

form remains as they are in the borrowed language. For example:

e <4 (acacia), WS (azure), 1> (mandrakes), Jeis (electricity), Gl (girl), Guls
(gazelle), s 5% (God), presdls p2y5) (oracle), adl i (teraphim), a8l (porches), \aia (feast of



emersion), 258 (vest), 5 (left me), 'usa (garnet), &b (bath, measure), < sl (alters),
U 5225 (mole), o85S (blouse).

Another technique of semantic copying is a partial or full phonological and
morphological adaptation of the borrowed word into the borrowing language, and the
use of the definitive article and the grammatical inflection of the borrowing language,

for example in the written Christian Arabic:

YT (threshing floor), sl sSuf (scholars), 4s (church), Ssia (Diaspora), 0> (North),
Lriga (palm-branches feast), zi> (baptism feast), Usladl (lizard), Jus (jubilee), <
(lethek), = (measure), =il (pass over), 4 i= (goat), Ll s (school), a<é (involved in

magic), s=d (wizard), o5& (future teller).

A semantic borrowing (loan translation - calque)

In spoken Christian Arabic: bét-may (toilet), fini (I can), Isan ittér (tongue of 0x), Isan
il asfur (bird’s tongue, plant), kil ijjabal (cercis, plant), asa irray (goose grass,
plant).
Examples from the written Christian Arabic:
Burn offering- symw, tabernacle -ole i La /03l 48 evening offering- dal/lud) JL 8
ark of God-_l! &isis | ark-4il ye (352t | peace offering-4klS /aPle | language-42s | dawn
gazelle-gaall i | eye of calf-das (ne, feast of God-4 g,
Semantic expansion

In a number of words, there is a semantic expansion of meaning in the borrowing

language: In the spoken Christian Arabic, we mean by ittoray, the whole Bible. Here

the meaning was expanded by metonymic shift (the part expresses the meaning of the

whole) .

The word JiS' crown, its main meaning is crown. In Christian Arabic, there took place
a semantic expansion of the word and it is used in the ceremony of wedding J48' . The

word "Satan" is used in the spoken Christian Arabic as a troublesome kid.

It should be noted that in the language of Jewish wise-men, satan firstborn (Yibamot 3:

1). But other words are derived from this noun, (s "did troubles and deeds of Satan.



sle (baptism), ¢~ (destroyed), «ll3 (glean / gathered the last grapes), uase ammas

(closed eyes because of illness), 442 {language).

An example of a semantic decrease: the word glas<a) from the Syriac 'sahaha’ which
means a book or a chapter in a book. In both spoken and written christian Arabic, it

means a book in the Bible or the New Testament.

17. The Arabic vocabulary, spoken and written by Christians is exclusive. The
exclusiveness stems from the religious and social linkage of Christians to Holy books
and to Syriac and Aramaic sources and also to Hebrew and Jewish-Aramaic. Besides,
The majority of the Christian residents spoke the Syriac-Aramaic in the past, therefore
its normal to have some residues from those languages that they spoke once and kept

preserving the linkage to the Aramaic, Syriac and Hebrew sources.

Examining this vocabulary, I discovered its exclusiveness, reflected in terms and
combinations, exclusive to Christian communities, in the spoken Arabic in which, the
words in many cases are common to other groups. Also in the written Christian Arabic,
exclusiveness in words and terms is prominent, and identical terms do not exist in the

general Arabic of Moslems.

I have detected tens of Hebrew and Syriac-Aramaic words, used in written Christian
Arabic which are not mentioned in classical Arabic dictionaries even in late ones. I tried

as possible as I could, to complete that vocabulary and to show its exclusiveness.

&4 (bath, measure), < b (alters), s~ (homer), Jeia (electricity), s~ (destroy), o) sk
/) sk (cliff), Bs3SS (mole), aus S (cherubim), <il (lethek), & (measure), 4ll< (glean),
7o (pass over), 4 ks (goat), 0SS (blouse), 258 (vest), usf (closet), $bsd (God), ditas
(head cover), J5 )b /U508 (goad), s (fur), o8 (furnace), BlaS (azure), a# i (Teraphim),
e s (ruby), Y_x (topaz), luxe (garnet), Shiw (sapphire), Gel (gem), 0588 (opal), L83
(agate), Juiw (desk), amsills mus (oracle), 38 (porches), (s (measure), Lsisd (horn),
&3 (used magic), /=8 (wizard), s (future teller), '3 /3w (arrange), &8 (open),
Sl /0ksY (whale), > (north), adss (Baal), Ui (study), Usels /Usdla (lizard), o)
(topaz), & (measure), U (school), &8s (harlot), Jesi/ Jwsi(sack), 'as J (God),
5k (cliff), omlsSal (students), <ue= » (congregation), \=_S3 (acacia).

19. Hebrew and Aramaic words that are not included in the dictionary of Al Barghouthi

of the Palestinian Arab dialect.



In the spoken Christian Arabic, there are many words that were not included in the
Barghouthi dictionary about the Palestinian Arab dialect. I have pointed at this lack in
the introduction. These words exist and are common among the Arab Christians in the
North of Israel. Hereinafter, more than 50 of such words, unincluded in the Barghouthi

dictionary, yet, used by Christians in the North.

1,5 (small basket), el (as should), L& » (sacred bread), < (toilet), ss (wooden
nail), ds (thin), 3,58 (first fig), == (push), & (closed), = (think deeply), &)
(swallowed), 4= 55 (bottle), bske ) (tiny), a3 (soup), dsf= (sieve), Jsia (holes in
ground), &5k (frying-pan), oswb (rock hare), Os b (tender part of branch), Jssb
(link), <38 ( nail), oS (hard stone), 4455 (pile), is! (whisper), 38 (last rain), &Y
(knead), _ (master), 4 (fallen fig), s (yoke), < sliw (wooden logs), St (jacket), 3
(basket), s (slap), 2usle (passing), Gséle (parasite plant), ue (idiot), 355U (confined),
z 324 (chaff), % (damage), 4 = (wooden box), <uké (cross piece of yoke
), > &smith), “lld (beams), > (talk freely), 3054 (line), Ol (young-man), il
(took out), &< (stole), 4= (gate), =i (life of poverty), 445 (cocoon), bsls (burn),

Jsisd (corn lines).

Words mentioned in the New Testament and in the liturgical Arab Christian literature,
for example: 5 (left me), Gills (girl), Gub (gazelle), G (open), adste (seraphim), B
(idiot), xS (students), Cue  (congregation), Jsk (virgin), sl (putting hands).

As known, the religious-social exclusiveness of the Arab Christians and their linkage
mostly to their Aramaic roots, is reflected in the domain of their language both spoken
and written. The vocabulary of the Arab Christian community in Israel as a whole is the
same as that of the Arab Moslems. However, the speech of the Arab Christians is
exclusive for their religious exclusiveness and the geographical link to the region of
Syria and Lebanon in the near past in addition to orientation to the West. This is
expressed in the private names, characteristic to Christians: Putros, Hanna, Geries,
Michael, Samuel, George, Charles, Anton, Cherbil, Barbara. These names are common
among the Christian community and reflect a belonging to that community. Also in the
names of educational and cultural institutions, we notice the use of exclusive names to
the Christian community: Terra Santa, Mar Yosef, Mar Ilias, Maryam Bawardi, Mar
Geries, Cleric school. Moreover, there are words and terms linked to church and its

surrounding and in religious ceremonies:



JS» (temple), _» (monastery), Uikl (priest's room), s (priest), s (deacon), —siud
(bishop), &} s (arc-bishop), < ks (patriarch).

Words linked to feasts and religious life style: Qi (crown), o=dl (best man), &)
(surrounding), 4alsi (funeral), 4 S (memory), 8 _»aic (Pentecost), &> (baptism feast),
Oslas (palm-branches feast), st (baptism), a5¥ (entity), 'S (preaching), ~¥ (stage),
4y (church), Lxi s (save us), JS (preach), obk (guide), Jués (desk), 3 (ascension
feast), zs~ (apostle), 438 (monk's house), ox 58 (monastery), 023 (last supper), Gas
(house-wife), &, (stupid), 83 (left me), Hida (basket), J_j (rucksack).

21. For summary, I can say that the spoken and written Christian Arabic is a linguistic
register within the general Arabic. Basically it’s the very Arabic but it has exclusiveness
that distinguishes it from the general Arabic. The thing is bound to ethnic-religious,
cultural, social and Geographical variables. The linkage of Christians to the Christian
literature whose origin is in the Syriac and the Greek, and which is abundant with the
influence of these languages. The geographical closeness of Christians Arabs in the
North of Israel to Syria and Lebanon made the Syriac and Aramaic influence so
outstanding in the spoken Arabic, and their historical and cultural linkage to them, is

prominent in the life style and customs and even in their spoken and written language.



