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ER - Encyclopedia of Religion

HJ - Hispania Judaica

HS - Hebrew Studies

JQR - Jewish Quarterly Review

JSJT - Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Thought

JSS - Jewish Social Studies

JSSOJ - Journal for the Study of Sephardic and Oriental Jewry
JRAS - Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society

RAAO - Revue d'Assyriologie et d'Archeologie Orientale
REJ - Revue des Etudes Juives

VT - Vetus Testamentum

2 NP MNINN MTHNY "IN 990 99D 9N, 09N T
-201-232 10y (TrOWN) 12 Nbap ,"OMPINM DYIPNHN
Carl Martin Edsman, Le Baptéme de Feu, 1940,
SVIVUN DOV M MmN *p Yn PTAINN NYN
73002 ¥PN ANKA N93IPA YN wan Ny DI PN M
WD) 1NN mna orapnn TN OYNIAN MO DTV
77-289 ,0"0UN DY 5N 1) YPOION-951)
M. Idel, "Orienting, Orientalizing or Disorienting the Study of
Kabbalah: 'An  Almost Absolutely  Unique' case of
Occidentalism", Kabbalah 2, 1977, pp. 13-47.
VN 1IN 5N L (M10) 22592 'K, 00U DIV - nvap o N M
-364-356 ,(0”WN) O YA NP YW MY NAYNRTY PPN

M. Idel, Ascensions on high in Jewish Mysticism — Pillars,

Lines, Ladders, Budapest-New-York 2005.
1) oy » SAPNVOINN AMNNIaNNA YNIWA AYann Y PON
270UN AN 5N (M) Y93nn »
PO VOPY NN PNV T NWN MY T NN 90 JIVIN N
:219-293 ,(07WN) (V5] V 19D NYTN NYTD ¥ by Xap ,rrym
G. Anidjar, "Jewish Mysticism Alternable and Unalternable: On

128

4990 ,9n9%N

UNN 7920 101N

MY NN, TANN
YN NN PN

SN
YU INVNINNND Y
N9APN Ypnn

00 57N
Y9 Navnn YN
MY 51N

NYaNN ,IMAYN

I NN, MULN

ISVINN ,IN'ANIN




PONNVYII

orienting Kabbalah Studies and the 'Zohar' of Christian Spain",
JSS 3, 1996, 89-155.

M. Asin-Palacios, Islam and the Divine Comedy, New York
1926.
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Descriptions of Hell as a Place of Punishment for Sinners in the Book of Zohar

Judith Weiss
Abstract

Although Hell, unlike Heaven, is not a main field of interest of the Book of Zohar,
one can find in it a wide and rich variety of descriptions of Hell which differ from one
another in most of the thematic and textual characteristics of this work. Out of the
host of Zoharic Hell descriptions, this Thesis is devoted to those descriptions which
are of a concrete and mythical character and which refer to Hell primarily as the place
where sinners are being punished for their mischief. The later layers of the Zohar,
namely Ra'aya Mehemna and Tikkunei Zohar as well as Hekhalot Ha-Tum'ah, were
not included in this work. A study of these latter would have required an effort
equivalent to the present one. The main methodological tools employed are literary
and comparative analysis, in particular in relation to the early and late Rabbinic
Literature, medieval Kabbalistic works, and also to the general medieval culture with
emphasis on classical and medieval Christian Literature.

This work is presented in the framework of the six concentric circles which surround
the Zoharic Hell and its residents. The first and inner circle accompanies the dying
sinner until his arrival in Hell. The chapter demonstrates and extends J. Tishbi's
findings of the presence of Hell in the Zohar’s descriptions of a sinner's last days. We
show that the inclusion of Hell at the dying state appears in different types of Zoharic
texts and in various facets — from adaptation of Midrashic texts and especially
‘Masekhet Khibut Ha-Kever' to the use of inter-Zoharic allusions and the editing of
separate traditions together. Awareness to this issue was also detected in Zoharic texts
of a more symbolic nature.

The second circle follows the quotidian routine of the souls in Hell and the various
demonic figures with which they come in contact. Most of the chapter is devoted to
descriptions of Hell on the day of Sabbath and its special status. The book of Zohar
continues and develops pervasive Jewish and Christian folk traditions, which date
back to the first centuries A.D., concerning the Sabbath rest of Hell residents. This
chapter examines the way in which the Zohar develops part of the Midrashic and
ritualistic materials available to it and adds a theosophical Zoharic signatory to these
ancient materials. In addition, the issue of the sinners' rest on the Sabbath reveals a
handbreadth concerning the Judeo-Christian inter-religious tension, for instance, in its
descriptions of certain parts of Hell which are deprived of Sabbath rest. Upon closer
examination one realizes that these areas are designated to the punishing of Gentiles,
or to be more precise — of Christians.

The third circle introduces the figure of Dumah, the angel of Hell. The chapter shows
that it is an ancient mythic figure which was known in the Rabbinic era and also to
several medieval Kabbalists. There is, however, a marked discrepancy between the
limited interest in that angel until the time of the Zohar and the intensive
preoccupation with this figure in the Zohar and ever since. In this chapter it is
suggested to deal with the abundance of Zoharic traditions on Dumah as a situation of
a 'Multiplicity of Traditions' on this figure, which were assembled in the Zohar and
from which emerge full-figure and multifacet character traits of Dumah and of its
occupations in the kingdom of Hell.




The fourth circle deals with the purgatorial descriptions of Hell in the Zohar, that is,
Hell as a place of purgation, in line with rabbinic traditions on a temporal and
expiatory Hell. Albeit a strong affinity with rabbinic traditions, this chapter deals in
length with the relations between the Zoharic purgatorial descriptions and the
Christian medieval and Judeo-Christian depictions of Purgatory, emphasizing how
they relate and where they differ.

The fifih circle offers a textual and literary comparison between two versions of an
anecdote, which were preserved in the prints of the Zohar, and which tell the story of
a living man's visit to Hell. The narative, entitled 'Saved thanks to his Son', is one of
the many adaptations of the rabbinic tale known as 'The Tana and the Dead Man'.
This chapter offers a careful comparison of the two Zoharic versions set against a
wider Midrashic and Zoharic background in order to interpret the differences of the
two variants. -

The sixth and closing circle presents a list of sins which according to the Zohar
condemn a soul to Hell. A perusal of the class of sins mentioned clearly indicates that
the Zoharic corpus dealt with in this Thesis is not particularly concerned with
detailing the categories of sins and describing their respective punishments.
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