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“Penitence, Prayer and (Charity?)”, Journal for the Study of the Old Testament.
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Culture and the Emergence of Modern Jewry”, published in the Leo Baeck
Institute Year Book vol. XXXIII (1988) pp. 369-383.

“Decorated Hebrew Manuscripts of the Eighteenth Century in the Library of the
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Beith Shemuel 41*, 54*

Bet Eked Sefarim 114*
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Synagogue 137*

Biblia Rabbinica 102*

Bibliographical Studies (Marx) 184*
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London, The British Library Or. 1404
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For list of additional names see pp. 78*-82*, 252*-253*




274*

Netzer, Amnon 125*
Noble, Joseph 260*
Noeldke, Theodore 155*
Nunez-Vaez, Isaac 215*

Oppenheimer, David 57*, 143*

Pinehas ha-Kohen 197*
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Richler, Benjamin 124*-125*
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Rosenbach, A.S.W. 260*
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Spiegel, Shalom 189%, 196*, 213n*
256*
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Stillman, Norman 133*
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Sebi of Tamakh

Tauber, Maurice 179*-180*
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Tishby, Peretz 30*
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Kasher, Menahem 122*, 124*
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Kaufmann, David 58%, 143* 188*,
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Killar. See: Kallir
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Krengel, Johann 133*

Kulpa, Loeb 99*-105*
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Magnes, Judah 162*

Maharil. See: Jacob Moelin

Maimonides. See: Moses ben Maimon

Malachi, Zvi 212n*, 216n*

Malter, Henry 161*

Mandelbaum, J.B., 122*

Mann, Jacob 136*-137*

Margolis, Max 262*

Marcus, Ivan 231*

Marshall, Louis 152%, 162*

Marx, Alexander 130%, 145*%-149*
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Marx, Moses 263*
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Meir b. Issac of Worms 257*

Morais, Sabato 145*
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Megas, Simeon beraabi 196*

Mehlman, Yisrael 116*
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Mendelsohn, Moses 43*

Merzbacher, Abraham 143*

Meshulam ben Kalonymus 219*

Messer Leon, Judah. See: Judah Mes-
ser Leon

Meyer, Herrmann 30*

Michael, Heimann 143*

Miller, Linda 163*

Mirsky, Aharon 238%*, 247*

Modena, Samuel. See: Samuel di
Modena

Moellin, Yaakov 225n* 10*

Moses ben Maimon 14*, 130%*, 154*
214n*

Namenyi, Ernest 58+
Narboni, Moses 19%, 91*
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Cohen, Marc 138*

Conat, Abraham 32*
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Davidson, Israel 124*, 135*-136*
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Dietz, Alexander 99*-100*

Dukes, Leopold 233*

Enelow, Hyman 163*-164*, 171*
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Farri, Brothers dei 100ff*

Feldman, Leon 252n*

Feldman, Louis 123*

Finkelstein, Louis 131*

Fleisher, Ezra 192*-193*, 199*, 252n*

Fock, Gustav 155*

Fraenkel, David 162*

Frankel, David 43*

Freer, Charles 131*

Friedenwald, Herbert 129*

Friedberg, Bernhard 114*

Friedman, Mordechai 133*

Friedman, Shamma 133*

Freimann, Aron 171n*

Freudenthal, Max 43*
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Gatigno, Ezra 90*
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Guistinian, Marc Antonio 100*
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Hai Gaon 197*
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Hoffman. David Zvi 153*, 260*
Horowitz, Isaiah 109*-110*
Horovitz, Marcus 99*

Hurvitz, Elazar 133*

Ibn Abitur, Joseph 198*

Ibn Adret, Solomon 32*
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Ibn Pakuda, Bahya 238*

Ibn Shem Tob, Joseph 18*
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Balmes, Abraham. See:Abraham de
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Bar-Tikva, Benjamin 252n*
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Barth, Jacob 260*
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Berlin, Charles 118*
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Bloch, Moses 43*-44*
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liturature.'® His lifelong interest in the recovery of Hebrew manuscripts
and manuscript fragments in Hungarian libraries and archives is attested
to in a long series of articles and culminated in his well-known and often-
consulted book on the subject.'*

Finally, mention should be made of Scheiber’s widely quoted
contributions on illuminated Hebrew manuscripts, especially his work
on the Kaufmann Haggadah'> and on the Jewish scribe-illuminators of the
eighteenth century.'®

Alexander Scheiber’s library, his scholarship, his leadership, and his
teachings were inseparably intertwined. Undoubtedly, his great library
will continue to serve generations of eager students and scholars. Thus,
together with the rich scholarly and literary heritage that he left behind,
the library will be a living memorial to a towering scholar, inspiring
teacher, courageous leader, and a great lover of books and people.'”

14 ibid., nos. 263, 289, 310-311, 427, 429, 448, 452, 501, 590, 665, 945 (his book), 1383.

15  ibid., number 487.

16  See: Occident and Orient: A Tribute to the Memory of Alexander Scheiber, edited by Robert Dan
(Budapest-Leiden: Akademiai Kiado and E.J. Brill, 1988), p- 331, note 2.

17 [See also in the Hebrew section, pp. 000.]
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contains close to 1600 entries.' Scheiber also wrote a large number of
reviews, not only of individual books, but comprehensive surveys of then
current publications.” He compiled or supplemented bibliographies of
leading scholars (L. Blau, I. Goldziher, M. Guttmann, B. Heller, S. Klein,
I. Loew, A. Loewinger, J. Wellesz).> He published a bibliography of
Maimonidean scholarship in Hungary.* The history of the Jewish book,
from ancient to modern times, was a topic with which he dealt frequently.
Immediately after the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Scheiber
published a series of articles about them.” Among the various depositories
of Genizah fragments, he searched for, discovered and subsequently
published medieval Hebrew booklists and information regarding the work
of medieval copyists of Hebrew books.® His interest also extended to
Hebrew booklists originating from later periods.” He wrote on subjects
that have bearing on the history of the early Hebrew printed book,"
particularly the appearance of the earliest illustrated printed Haggadah.’

Scheiber perused catalogs and bibliographies with the kind of
excitement that other people experience when they read mystery novels.
The fact that he regarded them as the most essential tools of scholarship is
manifested in the large number of review articles which he devoted to
them.'? He was also attracted to the great Jewish bookmen and librarians.
Accordingly, we have from his pen admiring portraits of Alexander Marx,
Elkan Nathan Adler, Solomon Schiller-Szinessy and Salman Schocken. t
Hungarian Judaica and Hebraica were, of course, a special concern to
him. He wrote about the fate and state of Jewish libraries in Hungary'
and contributed to the bibliography of Hungarian Jewish periodical

vol. 3 (Budapest, 1984), pp. 587-608.

2 ibid., nos. 38, 48, 168, 171, 205, 208, 350, 377, 409, 423, 446, 763, etc.

3 ibid., nos. 23, 199 and 517, 113, 55 and 56, 397 and 460, 158, 462, 955.

4 ibid., number 114.

5 ibid., nos. 224, 288, 302, 348, 352.

6  ibid., nos. 323, 948, 991, 1030, 1035, 1083, 1188, 1388, 1428.

7 ibid., nos. 1234, 1258.

8  ibid., nos. 112, 748, 997.

9 ibid., nos. 776, 1481.

10 ibid., nos. 13, 849, 1171-1174, 1316-1317, 1349, 1357, 1351-1352, 1359, 1400-1401, 1439-1440,

1476, etc.
11 ibid., nos. 426, 291, 585, 940.
12 ibid., nos. 165, 235, 1009, 1127, 1168, 1263.
13 ibid., nos. 389, 491, 597, 660, 772.
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himself, to keep these messages alive and to convey them to his listeners
and students. At a time when one-sided indoctrination was the order of the
day, Scheiber managed to keep the doors open a crack for a fresh and
revitalizing breeze from different ideologies and philosophies. One of the
ways in which this was achieved was by Scheiber’s ongoing effort to obtain
and discuss books and articles that were published abroad. The arcane
and abstract nature of many of these publications served Scheiber’s
purpose excellently; as these works were not suspected of being subversive,
he could talk and write about them innocently. The result was that he
succeeded in keeping alive the awareness of interconnectedness with the
outside world, despite sharp and hostile political divisions. In order to
fulfill these goals, Scheiber pursued with uncommon avidity and alacrity
the expansion of his library. He maintained contact with scholars of
Judaic and Oriental studies all over the world and was able to obtain
important publications from the United States, Israel and elsewhere.
Accordingly, in the post-Second World War period, when other libraries
in Hungary were either uninterested or unwilling to acquire books in the
field of Jewish studies, Scheiber’s library continued to grow and become a
most important and unique resource.

Scheiber loved his books not only for their contents; he had an almost
sensual enjoyment when holding a book in his hands. It mattered greatly to
him how a book looked, how it felt when one touched it, even how it smelled.
Still, the library functioned mainly as an instrument of his virtuosity in
scholarship and teaching. Working late hours at his book-crammed study,
he used the library for all the rich results that he produced as quintessential
Jewish scholar both in his written and oral teachings. Indeed, Scheiber’s
multifaceted personality is mirrored in his highly important library.

In the present context, writing about him and his books, at the time
when the collection becomes available for use to the scholarly public at
large [at the library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences], it seems that
it is fitting to single out Scheiber’s preoccupation with Jewish booklore
and bibliography. This great interest found expression in his scholarly
writings as well as in his private library.

We find many contributions to these areas in his bibliography which

1 See: Robert Dan, Scheiber Sandor irodalmi munkassaganak bibliografiaja. In: S. Scheiber,
Folklor es targytortenet, Masodik, bovitett kiadas, volume 2 (Budapest, 1977), pp. 507-573 and
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Alexander Scheiber had three loves: books, people, and learning. This
combination is not as common as it seems. Many scholars are recluses,
and many bibliophiles are familiar only with the externals of their prized
books. Scheiber had the rare talent of combining his various loves into
one harmonious blend. He was thoroughly familiar with the content of
his books; his memory of what was contained in them was phenomenal
and legendary. Not only did he know exactly what books were in his
library and where they were located (often the books were shelved in
double rows), he was able to quote references by heart, giving page and
even footnote numbers. He also possessed a tremendous storehouse of
oral lore concerning Gelehrtengeschichte, biographies of scholars, their
masters, colleagues or disciples, their bibliographies and countless
anecdotes about them. And what a gifted recounter he was! The mixture
of exact and encyclopedic knowledge, an almost total recall of even the
tiniest details, the many humorous, lively and sometimes spicy tidbits
kept his audience spellbound.

For Scheiber, these feats of memory and the entertaining telling of
stories served to promote and spread learning and knowledge. The pursuit
of scholarship and research by themselves were not, however, the ultimate
goals of his activity. Although it is true that his scholarship was as
objective, critical and without prejudice as is humanly possible, his was
also a deep and unwavering belief in the moral and ethical force of the
great heritage of the past. He had an imperative inner need to help
transmit the wisdom and tradition of the ages to generations to come. He
knew that only through the values preserved in the teachings of the
traditions of the past could the community and the individual be sustained
and guided. In the most difficult times, Scheiber worked hard, and in a
very subtle and clever way, sometimes even at considerable danger to

* My grateful thanks to Evelyn Cohen for her most helpful stylistic suggestions.
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books from the threatened and disintegrating centers of European Jewish
learning to the United States. As a teacher, as a scholar, and particularly
as the man who almost single-handedly was responsible for making the
library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America into one of the
most important collections of Hebraica and Judaica in the world, Marx
was one of the most significant scholars in Jewish studies in the United
States in the first half of the twentieth century.

Marx died in New York City. His brother, Moses, was a bibliographer
and librarian, and his sister, Esther, was married to Nobel Prize-winning
Israeli novelist S.Y. Agnon.

Alexander Marx’s papers, including his extensive correspondence, are
in the library of the Jewish Theological Seminary. Many of Marx’s
bibliographical studies, essays, and biographies are included in his Studies
in Jewish History and Booklore (1944) and Essays in Jewish Biography
(1947). During his lifetime, two Festschriften were published in his honor:
David Frankel, ed., Sefer Ha-Yovel: A Tribute to Professor Alexander
Marx... on Completing Forty Years of Distinguished Service as Librarian of
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America (1943) and Alexander Marx
Jubilee Volume on the Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday (2 vols., 1950),
which includes a bibliography of his writings compiled by Boaz Cohen and
biographical appreciations by Rebekah Kohut and Solomon Goldman.
Abraham S. Halkin’s article, ““Alexander Marx,” in American Jewish Year
Book, vol. 56 (1955), assesses his importance as a historian. See also
Menahem Schmelzer, ““Alexander Marx (On the Occasion of the 100th
Anniversary of His Birth),” in Jewish Book Annual, vol. 35 (1977-1978),
pp. 123-27. His role in the growth of the library of the Jewish Theological
Seminary is discussed in detail in Herman Dicker, Of Learning and
Libraries: The Seminary Library at One Hundred (1988). See also Dicker,
ed., The Mayer Sulzberger-Alexander Marx Correspondence, 1904-1923
(1990). Obituaries include Adolf Kober, Historia Judaica 16 (1954); Louis
Finkelstein, Proceedings of the Rabbinical Assembly of America 18 (1954);
and H.A. Wolfson et al., Speculum 29 (1954).
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Olam, is a model of a text-critical edition. In numerous articles, Marx
published and analyzed texts relating to Jewish history in Spain, Italy,
Germany, Bohemia, and Moravia, among other places. His most notable
contributions include “Untersuchungen zum Siddur des Gaon R. Amram;
1. Die handschriftliche Uberlieferung,” “The Expulsion of the Jews from
Spain,” ““Maimonides and the Scholars of Southern France,” “Astrology
among the Jews in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries,” “A Jewish
Cause Celebre in Sixteenth Century Italy,” and “A Contribution to the
History of the Jews in Cochin.”

Marx summarized his views on Jewish history in “Aims and Tasks in
Jewish Historiography.” He rejects the concentration on the “mono-
tonous description” of agonies suffered by Jews in the Middle Ages (the
“lachrymose” conception of Jewish history) and also wants to limit the
preoccupation with literary history. He advocates a balanced treatment in
which “constitutional, social and economic history” takes its rightful
place. He also demands that Jewish history be placed in the framework of
general history of all the countries where Jews had lived, believing that it
must become an “‘organic part of the history of the world.”

Besides his bibliographical and historical studies, Marx wrote
numerous biographies of medieval and modern Jewish personalities, such
as Saadia Gaon, Rashi, Maimonides, Moritz Steinschneider, David
Hoffmann, Mayer Sulzberger, and Solomon Schechter. These concise
biographies are based on primary and secondary sources and, in the case
of modern subjects, on personal acquaintance.

The crowning achievement of Marx’s work as a historian is his one-
volume History of the Jewish People (coauthored with Max L. Margolis
[1927]). Avoiding a preoccupation with literary history, it is, rather, “"a
history of the entire people, of the mass,” focusing primarily on economic
and social concerns. Within a relatively limited space, this work has come
to be a very frequently consulted reference book because of the reliability
of its information, which it presents in a continuous narrative.

Marx saw himself as a link between the Old and the New Worlds. He
helped to develop centers of Jewish scholarship in the United States,
utilizing the knowledge he had acquired as a student of outstanding
European scholars. He took advantage of his many personal and family
connections with the Jewish scholarly establishment in Western and
Central Europe in order to facilitate the transfer of ideas, people, and
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City in 1902, his first concern was to assemble an outstanding faculty.
Young Marx had made a great impression on Schechter, and he invited
Marx to become a professor of history and librarian at the newly
reorganized institution. Marx arrived in New York City in 1903 and for
the following half century served the seminary in his dual capacity. He also
played a leading role in various American Jewish academic and cultural
organizations, including the Jewish Publication Society, the American
Academy for Jewish Research (president, 1931-1933) and the American
Jewish Historical Society.

Marx’s contributions as historian and as librarian are thoroughly
intertwined. During his tenure as librarian at the seminary, his main goal
was to amass an extensive collection of primary sources, medieval
manuscripts, archival documents, and early printed books. Much of his
own historical research made use of such primary sources. Under his
direction, the seminary library grew into one of the largest and finest
depositories of Jewish manuscripts and books in the world. In addition to
collecting books, manuscripts, and documents, Marx was also concerned
with the preservation of Jewish art and ceremonial objects. The Jewish
Museum in New York City had its origins at the library and was under
Marx’s direction until the 1940s. Authors of many important works in
Jewish studies acknowledge their reliance on the rich resources of the
seminary library and Marx’s help. His annual reports about new
acquisitions and library activities contain a wealth of original biblio-
graphical and historical information about rare Hebrew books and
manuscripts. These reports were collected and published in 1977 in
Bibliographical Studies and Notes on Rare Books and Manuscripts in the
Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Marx was the
author of many other bibliographical studies, some concerning the
discovery and description of hitherto unknown books and others
embracing wider topics, such as “Illustrated Haggadahs,” “The Literature
of Hebrew Incunabula,” “Notes on the Use of Hebrew Type in Non-
Hebrew Books, 1475-1520,” and “The Choice of Books by the Printers of
Incunabula.”

As a historian, Marx studied ancient, medieval, and early modern
Jewish history; he was interested in the literary, cultural, social, political,
and economic aspects of the history of the Jews. One of his first
publications, a 1903 edition of chapters 1-10 of the ancient Hebrew Seder
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MARX, Alexander (29 Jan. 1878-26 Dec. 1953), historian and librarian,
was born in Elberfeld, Germany, the son of George Marx, a merchant
and banker, and Gertrude Simon. The family moved to Konigsberg when
Alexander was seven, and he received an intensive secular and Jewish
religious education. After graduating from the Gymnasium, he spent a
year in Halberstadt engaged in rabbinic studies under the tutelage of the
renowned Rabbi Joseph Nobel. Between 1896 and 1903 Marx studied at
the universities of Berlin and Konigsberg and at the Orthodox
Rabbinical Seminary in Berlin. He received his Ph.D. from the University
of Konigsberg in 1903.

During his student years in Berlin, Marx attended lectures offered by
Moritz Steinschneider at a private institution, the Veitel-Heine Ephraim
Institute. Steinschneider was considered one of the founders of modern
Jewish scholarship and the father of scholarly Hebrew bibliography. Marx
became his favorite student, and a deep friendship developed between the
two men. Marx was influenced by Steinschneider to such an extent that
A.S.W. Rosenbach, the great American book dealer and bibliophile,
remarked many years later: ““Europe had its Steinschneider, America now
has its Marx.”

Although Steinschneider exerted the most profound influence on
Marx’s scholarly work and on his contributions as a librarian, Marx was
also indebted to his other teachers, prominent historian Abraham
Berliner, philologist Jacob Barth, and rabbinic scholar David Hoffmann,
rector of the Orthodox Rabbinical Seminary in Berlin. In 1905 Marx
married Hoffmann’s daughter, Hanna; they had two children.

In 1898 Marx traveled to England in order to study Hebrew
manuscripts in connection with his work on a critical edition of an
ancient Hebrew work of chronology, the Seder Olam. While in England,
he visited Solomon Schechter in Cambridge. When Schechter assumed the
presidency of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York



The Liturgy of the Rothschild Mahzor 259*

similarly includes legal and religious texts side by side with liturgy. Such
large compendia served as one-volume handbooks guiding the Jews
through the intricacies of day-to-day religious observance. It is therefore
no wonder that in the Rothschild Mahzor we find, in addition to the rubrics
preceding the prayer service for each occasion, detailed instructions for the
preparations for the holidays, particularly Passover and Sukkot. Further-
more, rather extensive summaries of the laws and ceremonies concerning
circumcision, the redemption of the first born, weddings, funerals, the duties
incumbent upon the father in the education of his children, the preparation
of zizit and tefillin as well as of mezzuzah, blessings on wine, beverages, and
food, some laws of kashrut, and the reading of the Torah and the Haftarot
(the latter with a series of mnemonic rhymes) follow the liturgical sections.
Also, alegal formulary for various types of family and business documents,
directions for forecasting storms, medical advice, especially about blood-
letting (phlebotomy), and rules for the calculation of the Jewish as well as the
Christian calendar'” are part of the Rothschild Mahzor. Most of these texts
are also found in other mahzor manuscripts or in legal compendia. The
liturgical instructions and laws in the Rothschild Mahzor conform largely to
the text of the standard Italian-Jewish code, the Shibbolei ha-leket by
Zedekiah ben Abraham min ha-anavim of Rome (thirteenth century).'®
The richness of the Rothschild Mahzor in form and in content bears
testimony to the fullness of the religious and esthetic life of the Jews in
Renaissance Italy. Further study of this mahzor in the context of other
medieval mahzorim from Italy will undoubtedly continue to enhance our
knowledge of this glorious and intriguing period in Jewish history.

17 The texts mentioned are found on fols. 414r-456r. The calculations for the Christian calendar
that use Italian names for the months as well as for the Zodiac, all in Hebrew letters, appear on
fols. 450v-453r. On fol. 451r, the Italian “anno bisestile” (leap year) is transliterated into
Hebrew letters. A few other Italian words occur in the text of the instructions, fols. 31r, 91r,
419r. A mnemotechnic rhyme, also in Italian in Hebrew letters, deals with the number of days in
the Christian months, see fol. 451r.

18  This important code does not yet have a complete, critical edition. When such is prepared, the
long excerpts in the various manuscripts of the Roman mahzor should be taken into
consideration. For the best available editions now, see ed. Buber (Vilna, 1886), and ed. Mirsky
(New York, 1966). [See now also: Shibbolei ha-leket; Part Two. Edited by Simcha Chasida
(Jerusalem, 1988).]
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the great hymn Keter Malkhut (The Royal Crown) by Solomon ibn
Gabirol, which is the opening prayer in our manuscript; a philosophical
meditation by Moses Rieti (1388-ca. 1460), an Italian rabbi who in his
work endeavored to imitate Dante;'? and the prayer by Judah ben Jehiel
Messer Leon, an Italian Jewish scholar and physician of the fifteenth
century, who was the only Jewish physician of the Renaissance allowed to
treat both Jewish and Gentile patients, by special decree of the Holy
Roman Emperor, Frederic .2

For illness, other disasters, or persecutions, extraordinary fast day
rituals were instituted.™ Also, selections of psalms for penitents and for
times of anguish were included. A group of psalms in the Rothschild
Mahzor bears the heading in Hebrew letters mizmorim penitenziali
(penitential psalms). This is quite strange in a Hebrew prayer book,
especially because the very selection of seven penitential psalms is found in
Christian prayer books. For the time being, no other Jewish prayer book
containing a similar group of psalms, designated as penitentials, could be
located. This puzzling phenomenon betrays an additional aspect of
Christian influences on the Jews of Italy."

The last major section of the contents of the Rothschild Mahzor consists of
liturgical and other instructions and regulations dealing with various facets
of Jewish life, both publicand private. Itis not unusual to find such textsina
prayer book. The famous German-French Mahzor Vitry (twelfth century)'®

12 Iggeret yaar ha-levanon (fols. 463r-466v). This work appears in many manuscripts; see
Freimann, op. cit., vol. 2, numbers 352 and 3695. On Rieti and his “Dantesque imitation,” the
Mikdash me'at, see Cecil Roth, The Jews in the Renaissance (Philadelphia, 1959), pp. 103-105.
[See now: Migdash Me'at by Moses de Rieti, the special issue of Prooftexts, 23.1.2003.]

13 Adonai elohei ha-zevaot ka-asher nishkafti... (fols. 467r-468r). As far as it can be determined, this
prayer is unknown and unpublished. On Messer Leon’s life and activities as physician, see the
article by Daniel Carpi, “R. Jehuda Messer Leon a la sua attivita come medico,” in Michael,
vol. 1, 1972, pp. 277-301 (in Hebrew), and esp. p. 283, note 34, where the sources referring to
Messer Leon as “de Monticulo” are discussed, a designation that also appears in our
manuscript, fol. 467r. See now also The Book of the Honeycomb’s Flow; Sepher Nopheth Suphim
by Judah Messer Leon, a critical addition and translation by Isaac Rabinowitz (Ithaca and
London, 1983), pp. XVIII-XLVI, and esp. note 11.

14 Fols. 401r-410v. On the fast day ritual in the prayer book of Italian Jews, see E.D. Goldschmidt,
On Jewish Liturgy (Jerusalem, 1978), pp. 177-186 (in Hebrew).

15 The heading and the psalms are on fols. 459r-460r. On these psalms in Christian worship. sce
New Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 11 (New York, 1967), pp. 85-86. On Christian influences on the
Jews in Renaissance Italy in general, see Roth, op. cit., passim.

16 Second ed. (Nuremberg, 1923).
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personal accent or local color the established and universal order of
services and, unlike the latter, frankly bespeak the soil and sun, season or
situation, which nurtured or ripened them.”’® This poetry, dedicated to the
major themes of each holiday or fast day, sings of the wonders of creation,
the anguish of exile, the hope for redemption. Its language and substance
recreate in the poetic manner of each locality and each generation the
teachings and legends of the Bible and of the Rabbis. The Rothschild
Mabh:zor is rich in piyyutim. It is a veritable anthology containing poems
drawn from the classical heritage of the Land of Israel, such as the poems
of Eleazar Kallir (probably sixth century) and among them major
compositions for the Ninth of Av that are not in other rituals and that
have not yet been published.” Works of Ashkenazi as well as Sephardi
poets, such as Meir bar Isaac of Worms (eleventh century), Solomon ibn
Gabirol (ca.1021/22-1053/58), and Judah Halevi (ca. 1075-1141), also
entered the Roman mahzor. The local flavor, however, is added by the
inclusion into the prayer book of liturgical poems by Italian Hebrew
poets, for example, Jehiel ben Abraham of Rome (tenth-eleventh century),
Judah ben Menahem of Rome (twelfth century), Joab ben Benjamin
(thirteenth-fourteenth century), Judah Messer Leon (fifteenth century),
and many others.'” Most of the liturgical poems in the Rothschild Mahzor
are available in the various printed Italian prayer books. There are,
however, quite a number of them which for one reason or another were
never published. It is one of the characteristics of the manuscript tradition
of the mahzorim that they display a larger variety of piyyutim then their
printed counterparts, and the Rothschild Mahzor together with other
similar manuscripts provide an excellent source for hitherto unpublished
pivyutim.'" The Rothschild Mahzor, in addition to the standard prayers
and special liturgical hymns for the public prayer service, contains psalms
and prayers for the pious individual for his private devotion. Such a text is

8 Shalom Spiegel, “On Medieval Hebrew Poetry,” in The Jews; Their History, Culture, and
Religion, ed. Louis Finkelstein, 3rd ed. vol. 1 (New York, 1960), p. 866.

9 See the poems on fol. 212v and fol. 214r, listed in Israel Davidson's Thesaurus of Medieval
Hebrew Poetry, vol. 1 (New York, 1924; reprint: New York, 1970), aleph 8645 and 198. Other.,
similar piyyutim were published recently by Ezra Fleischer; see Hasifrut, vol. 2, 1970, pp. 230-
236, and HUCA, vol. 45, 1974, pp. 21-23.

10 The piyyutim and their authors are enumerated and discussed by Luzzatto in the work cited
above in note 4, pp. 42-77.
I Ibid., pp. 99-102.
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rites and even within the manuscript tradition of the Roman rite itself. The
blessings surrounding the Shema and the text of the Amidah are basically
identical with those found in other prayer books. The version of the
Kedushah for all services (Shaharit, Musaf, and Minhah) is the one that
begins with the word keter. The supplications (Tahanun) for Mondays and
Thursdays contain verses and litanies different from those appearing in the
Ashkenazirite. A major deviation, stemming from ancient times, is reflected
in the Friday night service. The middle sections of the benedictions
surrounding the recitation of the Shema which are always the same in all
evening services in other prayer books are different for the Sabbath in Italy.
For example, instead of the words emet ve-emunah kol zot... the text in the
Roman mahzor reads emet ve-emunah ba-shevi’i kiyyamta gazarta... Other
differences occur in the Grace after Meals where a part of the Sabbath
version is again unlike the one for weekdays. The nishmat hymn, the verses
for the taking out of the Torah from the Ark, the announcing of the new
moon, the havdalah for the conclusion of Sabbath, the form for the counting
of the omer (she-ha-yom la-omer yom ehad... ), the conclusion of al ha-nissim
for Hannukah and Purim (u-ke-shem she-asita immahem nes...), the Torah
reading for the fast day of the Seventeenth of Tammuz (Exodus 32:11 ff.
without omissions), the blessing for rahem (= nahem) for the Ninth of Av
(menahem ziyyon iro ve-avelei ammo be-vinyan yerushalayim), the Hebrew
Kol nedarim instead of the Aramaic Kol nidrei for the eve of the Day of
Atonement display some special features of the standard liturgy of the
Italian Jews.’

The situation regarding the liturgical embellishments, piyyutim, for
holiday, fast day, and special Sabbath services is entirely different. In the
words of Shalom Spiegel: “These additions, called piyyut, or poetry,
constitute - in contrast to the stable and stationary standard prayers —an
ever-changing and restless element in the Jewish liturgy. They enliven with

italien enluminé du XVe siécle,” in Mitteilungen des kunsthistorischen Institutes in Florenz, vol.
20, 1976. pp. 159-196, and manuscripts in the British Library (e.g., numbers 626-627 in
Catalogue Margoliout, cf. also JQR, O.S., vol. 16, 1904, pp. 73-97), in the Bodleian Library
(Neubauer Catalogue, numbers 1057-1058), in the Sassoon collection (Catalogue, number 23),
and several manuscripts at the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary (numbers 4457 and
4653) and others.

7 For a detailed treatment of the peculiarities of the standard liturgy of the Roman malhzor sce
Goldschmidt’s study in the work cited above in note 4, pp. 79-98.
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scholarly research relating to the history and development of the Roman
rite. As an appendix to Goldschmidt’s edition of Luzzatto’s introduction
there appears a bibliography of the printed editions of the Roman mahzor
prepared by J.J. Cohen.*

Thus, the prayer book of Italian Jewry is among the few of the various
Jewish rites that received comprehensive and competent scholarly
scrutiny. Still, much remains to be done in this area. A thorough,
comparative study of the large number of medieval manuscripts of the
Roman mahzor is a desideratum. Such a study may reveal many local
variants and could help in establishing the chronology of changes and
transformations that influenced the shaping of this rite.’

The present brief essay on the liturgy of the Rothschild Mahzor is an
attempt to provide what is probably the first English treatment of the
subject.

The Rothschild Mahzoris a good representative of a group of manuscripts
and of the first printed editions that contain the full order of prayers for both
thecommunity and theindividual, as well as detailed instructions regulating
conduct in the synagogue and the home.® The public prayer service for
weekdays, New Moon, special Sabbaths, major and minor holidays, the
Days of Awe (Rosh Ha-Shanah and Day of Atonement and the days
between them), and regular and special fast days takes up, of course, the
largest part of the manuscript. This public order of prayer may be divided
into two components: the standard prayers and the liturgical embellish-
ments (piyyutim) added to them on special days of the Jewish calendar.
Needless to say, the standard prayers are the ones that are closest in text and
in arrangement to the prayers of other rites, and indeed, the differences
between the Italian rite and that of the Ashkenazi or Sephardi communities,
for example, are not too many or too radical. The order and sometimes the
wording of the preliminary morning prayers (the birkhot ha-shahar, birkhot
ha-Torah, and pesukei de-zimra) display variations when compared to other

4 Samuel David Luzzatto, Introduzione al Formulario delle Orazioni di rito italiano, pubblicata in
ebraico, a Livorno nel 1856, con annotazioni e un saggio sul rito italiano di E.D. Goldschmidt e una
bibliografia di J.J. Cohen del Machzor e Sidur Tefila italiani (Tel Aviv, 1966) (in Hebrew).

5 For a tentative list of Roman mahzor manuscripts see A. Freimann, Union Catalog of Hebrew
Manuscripts and Their Location, vol. 2 (New York, 1964), numbers 5264, 1-8, and 5290, 1-6. See
also Metzger’s article cited in the following note, pp. 192-195 [see also below p. 000].

6  For example, the manuscript described in detail by Mendel Metzger in his article “Un Mahzor
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The Rothschild Mahzor contains the order of prayer for the entire year
according to the rite of the Jews of Italy. Taking its name from the oldest
and most important Jewish community in Italy, this rite is commonly
called the Roman rite. It is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, order of
liturgy in virtually continuous use outside the ancient lands of Babylonia
and Israel.

The Roman mahzor has survived in a large number of medieval and
later manuscripts and was published frequently since its first printed
edition in 1486 (six years before the Rothschild Mahzor was written). Still,
it had been practically unknown outside of the Italian Jewish communities
until the nineteenth century. Samuel David Luzzatto (1800-1865), the
great Italian-Jewish pioneer of modern Jewish scholarship, in a letter of
1838 to Leopold Zunz (1794-1886), one of the founding fathers of the
“Science of Judaism,” expressed his astonishment over the fact that Zunz
was unfamiliar with the contents of the Roman mahzor. Luzzatto then
proceeded with a detailed description of its main features.' Since then,
however, the Roman prayer book among all other prayer books may have
received the most scholarly attention. Luzzatto himself returned to the
subject and, in 1856, published in Hebrew his historical and descriptive
study of the liturgy of the Italian Jews, as an introduction to his edition of
the Roman mahzor.> Three years later Zunz provided the first
characterization of this rite in a European language.” More than a
century later, in 1966, one of the most prominent scholars of Jewish liturgy
in our times, E.D. Goldschmidt, republished Luzzatto’s introduction,
with a detailed commentary in which he presented the latest results of

1 Iggerot Shedal, vol. 1 (Przemysl, 1882, reprint: Jerusalem, 1967), pp. 433-476 (Letter number
201).

2 Two volumes, Leghorn, 1856.

3 L. Zunz, Die Ritus des synagogalen Gottesdienstes (Berlin, 1859), pp. 76-79.
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Isaac of Castellon 5132

Joseph 40, 35, 50

Joseph Ibn Abitur 19

Judah Halevi 13, 16, 26, 31, 37, 39, 42, 44, 52, 53, 543
Kalonymus Nasi 1, 234

Me’ir ben Isaac Sheliah Sibbur 5, 57%
Menahem 223¢

Moses Ibn Ezra 25

Moses ben Nahman 2737

Solomon Ibn Gabirol 12, 43, 45, 46, 47°
Tam, Jacob ben Me’ir 21

Zerahyah Halevi Gerondi 9, 10*°
Anonymous 4, 6, 14, 38, 48, 554

This poem has not previously been published in the original or in translation. Zunz (see n. 28), p.
558, lists it on the basis of the present manuscript (“Harl.14761,” where “Harl.” is an error).
According to Zunz, ibid. and note 1, 11VWRT stands for “de Capestan.” The poem is also found in
Cambridge, University Library, T.S.N.S. 149.3 (see n. 28).

See Dov Jarden (ed.), The Liturgical Poetry of Rabbi Yehuda Halevi (Jerusalem, 1978-86), pp. 325,
350-1, 169 (for the festival of Succoth); pp. 404-5, 392-5, 345-7, 373-5, 341-3, 382-7, 332-4, 406-7.
Seeaboven. 12and n. 13. The beginning of poem 1 is missing, because the quire on which this text
is copied is not complete, see Beit-Arié, in the present work, pp. 243*-244%*,

For poem 57 see Hebrew section, pp. 23-32, 81.

This poem has not previously been published in the original or in translation. The poem is also
found in Manuscript Montefiore 203, fol. 52b.

See H.D. Chavel, Kitvei Rabbenu Moshe ben Nahman 1 (Jerusalem, 1963), pp. 394-395.

See Dov Jarden (ed.), The Liturgical Poetry of Rabbi Solomon Ibn Gabirol (Jerusalem, 1971 -3),347-
9,337-41,334. Poems 45-7 are Gabirol’scomposition for the prayer for dew. Poem 47, beginning be-
tal asur is interrupted (after the letter heth), in our manuscript as well as in the Rylands Haggadah
(fols. 39b-40a), by poem 48, mivtah kol ha-yesur. After the completion of miviah, without any
indication in the manuscript, be-fal asur is resumed, as is the case in some printed editions (see its
entry in Davidson). In the Rylands Haggadah, the text extends only to letter lamed.

See Isaac Meiseles (ed.), Shirath Ha-Ma'or; Piyyutei Rabbi Zerahya Ha-Levi (Jerusalem, 1984),
pp. 85-96, 97-8. Meiseles used the present manuscript for establishing the text of these poems.
Poem 4 was published by Dov Jarden on the basis of three manuscripts, including the present one, in
Sinai LXIX (1971), pp. 16-21 and Sinai LXX (1972), p. 120; on poem 6 see E.D. Goldschmidt, The
Passover Haggadah, Its Sources and History (Jerusalem, 1960), pp. 99-101; poem 14 is hitherto
unpublished in the original or in translation; the text is also found in Manuscript Gunzburg 197,
whereit is attributed to Rabbi Yonah, and in Manuscript London, British Library, Or. 1424 (sec n.
28); poem 38 was published by Habermann (see n. 6), p. 141; on poem 55 see Joseph Yahalom, ** Eze/
Moshe, according to the Berlin Papyrus,” Tarbiz XLVII (1978), pp. 173-84. [See now: Michael
Sokoloffand Joseph Yahalom, Jewish Palestinian Arameic Poetry from Late Antiquity (Jerusalem,
1999), pp. 82-86.]
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The authorship of some poems remains doubtful. When the acrostic
yields a commonplace name, such as Isaac, without further identification,

it

may be difficult or impossible to discover the identity of the poet.

Unsurprisingly, some poems signed ‘Isaac’ are attributed variously to

Isaac Ibn Ghayyat of the eleventh century or to Isaac ben Zerahyah
Gerondi of the thirteenth. In the present state of our knowledge, we have
little alternative but to follow commonly accepted attributions, without

examining anew their accuracy.

25

27

28

30

31

Abraham Ibn Ezra 3, 17(?), 36 *°

Abraham Sebi ben Isaac Halevi of Tamakh 726

Ezobi, Joseph ben Hanan 58, 5977

Hasan 33°*

Isaac 20, 56%°

Isaac ben Zerahyah Gerondi 49%

Isaac Ibn Ghayyat 11, 15, 18, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30, 32, 34, 41°'

See Israel Levin (ed.), The Religious Poems of Abraham ibn Ezra (Jerusalem, 1975-80), I, pp. 46-7.
11, pp. 206-7, 1, pp. 191-3. Our manuscript is not mentioned among the sources listed by Levin.
According to Ezra Fleischer, poem 17 is by Abraham of Cordova and not by Abraham ibn Ezra,
see his review of Levin's book, Kiryar Sefer 51 (1976), p. 666.

Published from our manuscript by Leon Feldman, “‘Piyut to the Seder of Passover by Rabbi
Abraham Tamach,” Hadarom 31 (5730), pp. 217-22.

Poem 58 was published by Benjamin Bar-Tikva in Sefer Aviad: kovetz ma'amarim u-mehkarin le-
zekher Dr. Yeshavahu Aviad-Wolfsberg (Jerusalem, 1986). pp. 185-194. Bar-Tikva used
manuscript Copenhagen 30 as well as the present manuscript for his critical edition. Poem 59
was published by Hayyim Schirmann, Hashirah ha-ivrith bi-sefarad u-be-provence (Jerusalem-Tel
Aviv, 1961, 2nd ed.), pp. 344-8 on the basis of manuscript Copenhagen 30 (see n. 6).

The poem has not previously been published, in the original or in translation. Leopold Zunz,
Literaturgeschichte der synagogalen Poesie (Berlin, 1865), p. 490, mentions that the poem is found in
a thirteenth-century Catalan Mahzor. The poem is also found in the following manuscripts: Lenin
Library, Moscow, Manuscript Gunzburg 198, no. 107; Jews’ College, London, Manuscript
Montefiore 203; Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, MS Hebr. 658 fol. 29a; Oxford, Bodleian Library.
2712/6; Cambridge, University Library, T.S.N.S. 242.22. I am grateful to Professor Ezra Fleischer
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem for providing me with the list of these sources, as well as the
sources for poems 14 and 51. The poem is also mentioned in Fleischer (see n. 20), p. 536. In the
Montefiore manuscript, at the end of the poem, the verse from Hosea 11, 1 is added.

Poem 20 was published by Katsh (see n. 7), pp. 43-4 and by Dov Jarden, Heruth (newspaper), 14
Nissan 5724 (1964).

Some scholars also attribute to him poems 23, 24, 28 and 29 (listed here under Isaac [bn Ghayyat):
see their respective entries in Davidson.

Sce Yonah David (ed.). The Poems of Rabbi Isaac Ibn Ghayyat; a tentative edition (Jerusalem,
1987). pp. 188-9, 231, 307-8, 322, 329, 348-9, 371-2, 424. See n. 30.
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Israel Davidson, Thesaurus of Medieval Hebrew Poetry (New York, 1924-
38, reprinted 1970), identified by 7. The manuscript shares 31 poems with
the Rylands Haggadah, in which case reference is made to Raphael Loewe
(ed.), the Rylands Haggadah (London, 1988), identified by 7. All variant
readings between the present manuscript and the Rylands Haggadah are
identified by Raphael Loewe in the notes to his translations in the present
volume.**
245 .X.7 (2138) D1 AR 22
431 .X.7T (X158) bR 701 AR 59%
13 # 9 ;2202 .X.7 (2144) T2 IR 38
2226 .X.7 (299) 1 P IR 7
2306 .X.7 (2152) Twn IR 55%
3286 .X.7 (X137) oY mMooR - 17
59 # Y ;4007 .X.7 (R138) (WTpRI WP W) 730 *22 PRI bR 21
5584 .X.7 (27) VW MR 3 *
3 # Y ;5950 .X.7 (2101) 7DTIY ‘7 NIOR 9
7054 .X.7 (X156) D7 bR DR 58%*
7669 .X.7 (2154) RIP7 R¥IXR 57%*
7907 .X.T (R8) (MWND 7IY7) MIRYDI AMPWR 4 *
75 # 9 ;8559 .X.7 (R141) PR T\ mmn DR 28
wnw NOTMY 1 MEX PL2
1042 .2.7 (22) P2 wnw o2] L ¥
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22 # 9 ;1682 .7 (2148) “NInn "°HR 0T 49
1814 .7 (X146) nwWL o1 42
64 # 9 ;1865 .7 (X145) X9DI DY 39

24 On the various genres see Loewe (n. 2), pp. 17-19; T. Carmi (ed.), The Penguin Book of Hebrew
Verse (1981), pp. 51-5; and the footnotes of poems in the translation included in this volume.
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Muharrakh (introductory poem to the nishmath prayer): 18

Nishmath (poem attached to the nishmath prayer): 19, 20

Kaddeesh (introductory poem to Kaddeesh): 21

yoser (poem attached to the yoser ‘or blessing): 22

"Ofan (poem attached to the ve-ha ‘ofanim section): 23, 24, 25, 26, 27
Me’orah (poem attached to the yoser ha-me’oroth blessing): 28, 29, 30, 31
Ahavah (poem attached to the ’ahavah blessing): 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37
Zulath (poem attached to the section: *ein ‘elohim zulathekha): 38, 39
Ge'ullah (poem attached to the ge ullah blessing): 40, 41, 42

Mi kamokha (poem attached to the mi kamokha section): 43, 44

Following this main group of poems, we find a series of prayers for dew
(poems 45-9, fols. 147a-149a), which is followed by one poem each of the
me’orah,’ahavah, mi kamokha,’ ofan and sim shalom types (poems 50-4, fols.
149a-151a). Since these poems appear immediately after the prayer for dew
to be read on the First Day of Passover, one might think that they were
intended to follow it on the same day. But in fact they precede it. In
addition, one of the poems in the group (poem 53, fol. 150b) is clearly
designated for the Seventh Day of Passover, the “Day of the Song.” It is
clear, therefore, that the location of these texts is not chronological, and
that no designation for any particular day was intended by the scribe.

In the supplementary sections there are an example of "azharoth, and its
hymnic sequel (poems 1, 2), poems for the prayer for dew (poems 3, 4, 56),
two Aramaic poems (55, 57) and two zulatoth (poems 58-9).

The names of the authors of the poems are only occasionally indicated in
the manuscript. Such indications are found on fol. 99b (Abraham Sebi ben
Isaac Halevi, poem 7); fol. 101b (Zerahyah Halevi, poem 9); fol. 140b
(Moses ben Nahman, poem 27); fol. 149b (Isaac of Castellon, poem 51); fols.
150b and 151a (Judah Halevi, poems 53-4). Other attributions appear in
acrostics.

There follows an alphabetical Hebrew list of the poems found in the
manuscript, preceded by the sequentially numbered translation numer-

ation.” Those from the supplementary section are marked with an
asterisk. The opening words of each poem are given, followed by the folio

on which it appears in the manuscript. In each entry there is a reference to

234 See above, p. 239*, note *.
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prayer leader to select texts according to taste. There are only two
exceptions to this: poem 30 (fol. 141b) is identified as being for the
Intermediate Sabbath of the festival, while poem 53 (fol. 150b) is
designated for “The Day of the Song,” the Seventh Day of Passover.

In sum, these yoser poems are “neutral” compositions, rarely referring to
a specific festival or ritual, and, as a result, were used on various occasions.
Their appeal was so general, on account of their aesthetic and thematic
qualities, that in many instances they could be regarded as independent,
lyrical religious compositions and not as texts that fulfill a specific liturgical
function. This universal spirituality enables most of them to speak to the
heart and mind of even modern readers.

Several other genres, besides the yoser poems, appear in this group of
Spanish Haggadoth. The versified Passover rules (Cazharoth), that have
already been mentioned, might seem difficult to appreciate unless it is
understood that Jewish tradition regards study as little less important than
the implementation of the ceremony itself. In these poems, like in many of
the others, a close knowledge of the Hebrew Bible is assumed, and the
poet, reapplying quotations in unfamiliar contexts, creates a literary
texture of rare brilliance.

In the service for the First Day of Passover, one finds poems related to
the prayer for dew. These fall into a category known as kerovah, poetic
compositions attached to the ‘amidah, the statutory sequence of blessings that
forms the core of each service. They focus on the themes of water and fertility.

In addition to the poetic compositions, the Haggadoth contain the
Torah readings and Haftaroth, ‘readings from the Prophets,’ for Passover.
The Haftaroth appear with their Aramaic translation, in alternating
verses. As discussed above, the supplementary part of the manuscript
incorporates a number of unusual features: poetic texts; Torah readings;
Aramaic translations; and Aramaic poems on the crossing of the Red Sea
and on the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, for the Seventh Day of
Passover and the First Day of Pentecost, respectively.

These are the poetic genres found in the Barcelona Haggadah:

*Azharoth and pizmon (rhymed summary of the laws for Passover and

the home ceremony):

] and 2, 7 and 8, 9 and 10

Reshuth (introductory poem to the nishmath prayer): 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,

16, 17
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As a result of this transformation, the yoseroth of the Spanish school
tended to take the form of short, free-standing, lyrical poems, reflecting
the philosophical, theological and religious concerns of their authors.
God, ways of knowing Him, proofs of his existence, his attributes, his
transcendence and immanence, the creation of both the macrocosm and of
the microcosm, man’s relationship with God, the body and soul, and the
frailty of life, are among the themes addressed by these great Spanish
Hebrew poets. The close affinity between the ideas expressed in
philosophical-theological works and poems of the period has been
demonstrated recently by Aharon Mirsky.??> Another central theme is
the nature of Jewish nationhood. Many poems explore the nature of
Israel, its chosenness, its sufferings in the Diaspora, its relationship to
other nations and its invincible trust in ultimate redemption. In all these
kinds of poetry, the voice of the individual is clearly audible, but, at the
same time, one cannot escape the impression that the poet speaks not only
for himself, but also for the entire community. This intermingling of
voices, the communal and the personal, is one of the major characteristics
of the Hebrew poetry of the Spanish Golden Age.

The prayerbooks according to the Sephardi and related rites absorbed
just some of the religious poems of the Spanish Hebrew poets; in a sense
they can be looked on as selective anthologies. Unfortunately, however,
we do not possess prayerbooks written in the eleventh-twelfth centuries,
which might show us the liturgical application of these poems in the period
in which they were written. Our sources are centuries younger, and we
know neither the original settings of many of these poems, nor the poets’
intentions concerning their liturgical use.

This uncertainty applies particularly to the yoser poems found in the
fourteenth- and fifteenth-century manuscripts, in which they are assigned
to different days of the festival in various sources: a certain poem may be
allocated to the liturgy of a particular day in one document, and to an
entirely different one in another. The scribe of the present manuscript
went so far as to omit particularly all designations to days of the festival,
and preferred to group the poems by genre, apparently leaving it to the

23 [See now: Aharon Mirsky, From Duties of the Heart to Songs of the Heart, Jewish Philosophy and
Ethnics and Their Influence on Hebrew Poetry in Medieval Spain (Jerusalem, 1992; in Hebrew); See
now also: Adena Tanenbaum, The Contemplative Soul: Hebrew Poetry and Philosophical Theory
in Medieval Spain (Leiden, 2002).]
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to prayer, to the shema‘ and to the last of the three blessings surrounding
it. A yoser of the classic period of the piyyut was a many-tiered but
integrated work, consisting of a series of closely linked components. The
opening poem in such a cycle was attached to the first extended blessing,
that praises God as the yoser ‘or, ‘maker of light,’ the first word of which
gave its name to the genre. Subsequent components received their names
from key words appearing at significant junctures later in the same service.
Each element offered an elaboration, usually brief and fairly simple, on
the themes suggested by the three main blessings (creation, Israel’s
chosenness, redemption) and by the kedushah de-yoser, ‘sanctification,” a
sequence based on Isaiah 6, 3 and Ezekiel 3, 12.

Many generations of poets, spanning several centuries, practiced their
skills by composing such yoseroth. No wonder, therefore, that in time,
both the content and the form of this genre grew stale and lacking in
creativity. The genre was ripe for major change around the time that
Hebrew poetry began to blossom in Spain in the tenth-eleventh centuries.

The long history of the yoser, and the various stages in its development,
have been thoroughly documented in a monumental study by Ezra
Fleischer, who, on the basis of hitherto unknown manuscript materials,
mainly from the Cairo Genizah, details the various stages in the origin,
development, decline and transformation of the yoser.>°

In Spain, a new school of Hebrew poetry, which broke with older
traditions in a revolutionary manner, brought forth a revitalized and
restructured kind of yoser poem. The complex cycles which used to embellish
all the main components of the morning service disappeared. Instead, poets
now focused on one component or another without necessarily providing
compositions for the other significant points in the service.>! Furthermore,
the Andalusian poets wrote in poetic metres borrowed from Arabic literature
and in a strophic system influenced by Andalusian models, liberally
sprinkling their liturgical compositions with motifs taken from secular
Arabic poetry. An analysis of some characteristics of Hebrew religious poetry
in Golden Age Spain, with a selection of poems in the original and
translation, has been published by Raymond P. Scheindlin.*

20 Ezra Fleischer, The Yozer: Its Emergence and Development (Jerusalem, 1984).

21  Fleischer (see n. 18), pp. 475-604.

22 Raymond P. Scheindlin, The Gazelle: Medieval Hebrew Poems on God, Israel and the Soul
(Philadelphia, 1991).
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of the Red Sea and the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, respectively. It
was apparently felt in Provence that such themes call for special liturgical
embellishment, and this was provided by the Jerusalem Targum portions,
the Aramaic poems and the zulatoth, which contain epic retelling of the
biblical events, enriched by legendary details and presented as lively
dialogue. Since the Seventh Day of Passover and the First Day of
Pentecost shared these features, and were thus treated liturgically in a
similar manner, the copyists and owners of codices were inclined to
present the special liturgies of the two days side by side.

A third dramatic biblical event, the death of Moses, which is the subject
of the synagogue reading on the festival of Simhath Torah, received similar
attention in the Provengal rite, at least as far as the zulath is concerned.'®
Yet since Simhath Torah occurs some six months after Passover, while
Pentecost not only follows Passover after a relatively short interval, but
also is connected with it biblically (cf. Exodus 23, 15ff. and Deuteronomy
16, 9ff.), it made sense to include only the Passover and the Pentecost texts.

To summarize: in the present manuscript we find the Haggadah,
piyyutim and Torah readings according to the Spanish rite (fols. 9-151);
and poems, Aramaic Targumim and Aramaic piyyutim according to the
Provengal custom (fols. 1-8 and 152-61). In the main part (fols. 9b-16b,
99b-104a, 136b-151a) there are 46 poems; while in the supplementary part
their number is 9, with one poem (poem 6, fol. 85a) appearing within the
Haggadah proper.

Most of the piyyutim found in Haggadoth of this type belong to the
genre called yoseroth, or poems accompanying the yoser blessing, recited
each morning, in which God is praised as creator of the world. This poetic
genre developed in the Holy Land towards the end of the Byzantine
period, and served as a vehicle for liturgical change and creativity,
providing poetic embellishment to the morning service, and relieving the
monotony of the standard prayers. Originally, the poetic yoser would have
served as a substitute for the standard text, and would have retained onlya
few statutorily required liturgical formulae, while offering a wealth of
poetic variations on the basic themes of the service. Complex yoser
compositions used to encompass the entire prayer-sequence, from the call

19 See Leon J. Weinberger, “Me-rosh mi-kadmei erez nesukha— zulath al petirath moshe [-r.
Yehoseph Ezobi,” Hebrew Union College Annual XXXVII (1966), pp. 1-11 (Hebrew section).
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Hebrew, in alternating verses. The most obvious explanation is that the
scribe of the additional leaves was fully aware that the Torah reading for
the Seventh Day of Passover had already appeared in Hebrew in the
original part of the manuscript (fols. 115a-18b) and therefore did not need
to be repeated. However, since the Torah reading for Pentecost did not
feature in the original Haggadah, the scribe of the supplement naturally
supplied the Hebrew text together with the Aramaic one.

In view of these factors, there can be no doubt that the additional leaves
were intentionally prepared as a separate unit, in order to augment the
original part of the Haggadah.

We find a similar situation in Manuscript Sassoon 514, which is also a
Haggadah according to the Spanish rite, with a supplement written ‘by a
later sq[uare] Avignon hand.” The Avignon part (fols. 253-79) has the
Jerusalem Targum to the Torah readings for the Seventh Day of Passover
and for the First Day of Pentecost, accompanied by Aramaic poems, '
exactly as is the case in the manuscript described here. In both cases the
Aramaic poems appear with cantillation marks, a phenomenon not
known from other sources.'’

These two manuscripts now enable us to document the addition of
specifically Provengal liturgical pieces to Spanish Haggadoth. The
supplementary parts were probably commissioned by the Provengal
purchasers of exquisite Spanish Haggadoth, who felt the need to augment
them with favorite liturgical pieces found to be lacking in the Spanish part.
The new leaves were designed and written to resemble the original,
probably not much after the completion of the originals.'® It is interesting
to note that the supplementary parts in both manuscripts lack
illuminations or illustrations. Nevertheless, it remains unclear why
liturgical texts for Pentecost were included in these Haggadah manuscripts
devoted otherwise entirely to Passover. One could perhaps advance the
following suggestion: the similarity between the general themes and
biblical readings for the Seventh Day of Passover and the First Day of
Pentecost made it natural to express the link formally. Both feature Torah
readings which deal with dramatic events in biblical history: the crossing

16 David Solomon Sassoon, Ohel Dawid; Descriptive Catalogue of the Hebrew and Samaritan
Manuscripts in the Sassoon Library (London, 1932), pp. 303-4.

17  See Hebrew Section, p. I, note 1.

18 See Beit-Ari¢, The Barcelona Haggadah; Commentary, p. 16.
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1. fols. 9-151: the main body of the manuscript, with poems
according to the Spanish rite;

2. fols. 1-8 and 152-61: supplementary sections, containing poems
according to the Provengal rite.

As pointed out above, the supplementary parts do not merely expand the
Passover repertoire, but duplicate it, and include poems for Pentecost, a
festival that falls seven weeks after Passover. Their presence in particular
demands an explanation. Malachi Beit-Arié suggests two possible
explanations for this apparent anomaly. First, he considers it possible that
the additional leaves “were dismantled from a larger copy of Provengal
piyyutim and bound together” with the original part.'* Second, he thinks it
conceivable, on the basis of codicological evidence, that “the additional
firstand last quires were originally prepared as a Provencal-rite supplement
to the original Catalan manuscript.”!?

This second suggestion is supported by further evidence of a textual
nature. The arrangement of the texts on the leaves added at the end (fols.
152a-160a) indicates that they were written intentionally to supplement
the main body of the manuscript. These leaves contain two types of text
for the Seventh Day of Passover and the First Day of Pentecost: on the one
hand, Aramaic Targum and Aramaic poems, and on the other hand,
poems of the zulath type. If these pages had ever formed part of a larger
prayerbook, one would expect the order for Passover to have been
concluded before that of Pentecost was begun, and that the selection
would include other texts as well, and not only Targum and zulatoth. Here,
however, the Aramaic Targum texts and the poems for Passover and
Pentecost are copied without interruption, followed by the two zulatoth,
one for the Seventh Day of Passover (poem 58), and another, immediately
following it, for the First Day of Pentecost (poem 59). The poem that
precedes them, yevussar ‘am ‘evyon (poem 56), a pizmon for the prayer for
dew, on fol. 153b, was clearly copied for one purpose only: to fill the blank
space left at the end of the previous section. Furthermore, the Targum for
the Seventh Day of Passover, that appears without the text of the original
Hebrew Torah reading, seems inconsistent with the presentation of the
Targum for the First Day of Pentecost, that is copied together with the

14 The Barcelona Haggadah; Commentary, p. 16
15 ibid.
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In the main part, on fols. 105-19, we find the Torah readings for all the
days of Passover, which, in accordance with the Spanish rite, are not
accompanied by the Aramaic translation. On the other hand, on fols. 152-
55, we find the Aramaic Jerusalem Targum to the reading of the Seventh
Day of Passover, appearing there without the original Hebrew, an
Aramaic poem illustrating the theme of the same reading; the reading for
the First Day of Pentecost accompanied by the Jerusalem Targum (the
Hebrew and Aramaic in alternating verses); and an Aramaic poem. The
inclusion of these texts reflects the usage of Provencal Jews.

Other textual peculiarities likewise suggest that the manuscript falls into
distinct parts that reflect two different liturgical traditions. Such a
conclusion fully explains the appearance in the manuscript of two
different versified versions of the laws of Passover ("azharoth): on fols.
99b-104a one finds the ’azharoth by Abraham Sebi ben Isaac Halevi of
Tamakh (poem 7) and by Zerahyah Halevi (poem 9), while on fols. 2a-6b
we find these duplicated by Kalonymus Nasi (poem 1), a Provengal poet
who lived in the thirteenth century.'? Kalonymus’ ‘azharoth are

3 while the former are found in

characteristic of the Provengal rite,'
liturgical books which follow the Spanish usage.

The situation is identical with respect to the prayer for dew, of which,
again, the manuscript contains two sets of poems. On fols. 147a-148b, the
poems for dew are by Solomon Ibn Gabirol and an anonymous poet
(poems 45-8), while on fols. 7b-8b, the corresponding texts are by
Abraham Ibn Ezra, and a different, more archaic, anonymous poet
(poems 3-4). The latter group is documented in Provengal prayerbooks,
while the former appears in Spanish ones.

Three additional poems (poem 56, fol. 153b; poem 58, fol. 156a; poem
59, fol. 158a) are not only characteristic of the Provengal rite, but the
second and third are the work of the Provengal poet, Joseph ben Hanan
Ezobi.

On the basis of all of the above, there is no doubt that the present
manuscript represents two liturgical traditions:

12 Zunz, “Ritus der Synagoge von Avignon” (see n. 9), p. 679 and Zunz (see n. 28), p. 479. See also
Encyclopaedia Judaica IX (Berlin, 1932), pp. 845-6.

13 Cf., however, MS Sassoon 514, fol. 36ff. which in its Spanish part contains the "azharoth by
Kalonymus (fol. 36ff). About this manuscript, see further below.
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great affinity to this group of Haggadoth include: Copenhagen, Royal
Library, MS Hebr. 30;° Paris, Biblotheque Nationale, MS Hebr. 658;
London Jews’ College, MS Montefiore 203; Moscow, Lenin Library, MS
Gunzburg 198,” the Moscow manuscript containing a colophon explicitly
stating that it was written in Barcelona in 1264-5.% Further localization is
difficult to detect within this group, since contacts between communities
were close. The present manuscript displays features which characterize
the rites of the Sephardi as well as the related Provengal and North African
liturgies. Indeed, the poetic components of these liturgies are so similar
that it is almost impossible to tell them apart. Leopold Zunz long ago
called attention to this commonality, but also discerned some subtle
differences between them.’ Zunz, in including the present manuscript in
his study, characterizes it as belonging to the Provence tradition.'® This
designation was based on the fact that it includes the Aramaic translation
of biblical readings, called the “Jerusalem Targum,” as well as Aramaic
poems for the Seventh Day of Passover and the First Day of Pentecost.
The use of this Targum and of Aramaic piyyutim, while customary in
Provence, was unknown in Spain.

This distinction is of help in determining the rite of our Haggadah, and
lends support to the conclusion reached by Malachi Beit-Arié, in a paper
in the present volume, in which he argues, on the basis of codicological
and paleographical considerations,!’
composite one. He points out that its original part (fols. 9-151) contains
texts according to the Spanish rite, while its additional and minor parts
(fols. 1-8 and 152-61) incorporate material according to the Provengal rite.

that the present manuscript is a

6 Many poems were published for the first time from this manuscript, see e.g. J. Schirmann, “Poets
Contemporary with Mose ibn Ezra and Jehuda hallevi,” Studies of the Research Institute Sfor
Hebrew Poetry 11 (1936), pp. 170, 182, 190; H. Brody, “Hitherto Unpublished Poems by
Abraham ibn Ezra,” ibid. VI (1945), pp. 5-6, 12-13; A.M. Habermann, Athereth Renanim
(Jerusalem, 1967), p. 234; Yonah David, The Poems of Rabbi Isaac ibn Ghiyyat (A Tentative
Edition, Jerusalem, 1987), p. 505; see note 27 below.

7 See AL Katsh, Yiggal Hazon (Jerusalem, 1964). The manuscript number is mistakenly given as
108 on p. 11.
Katsh (see n. 7), p. 12.
Leopold Zunz, Die Ritus des synagogalen Gottesdienstes (Berlin, 1859), pp. 45-50. See also his
“Ritus der Synagoge von Avignon,” Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums 111 (1839), pp. 78-9, 470.
10 Zunz (see n. 9), p. 46.
1T See his description of the manuscript in The Barcelona Haggadah, Commentary, pp. 14-23.
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The present manuscript is one of a group of similar books, each
containing a selection of liturgical poems (piyyutim) besides the Haggadah
proper. Interestingly, most such volumes do not contain the full text of the
standard prayers, which were probably considered familiar enough to
bear omitting, but only the poetic ones specific to Passover. Just one
Haggadah manuscript, British Library MS Or. 1404, includes the
complete texts of standard prayers as well as the liturgical poems.

The most important manuscripts in this group, besides the present one,
are the Sarajevo, Golden and Rylands Haggadoth as well as British Library
Or. 1404 mentioned above. The first three have already appeared in
facsimile, and their piyyutim described and analyzed.”> A number of
hitherto unpublished poems have appeared in print for the first time as a
result,® and translations have occasionally also been included. Selected
poems were rendered into German in the Sarajevo Haggadah, while all the
poems in the Rylands Haggadah were translated into English by Raphael
Loewe,* who has performed the same invaluable service in the present
publication. The selection of the poetic texts is similar in each manuscript,
yet no one version of any piyyut can be regarded as definitive without
comparing it with all the manuscript and printed versions available.
Indeed, juxtaposing the poems appearing in the present manuscript with
their counterparts in the Rylands Haggadah (as Raphael Loewe has done
for this edition) and with other sources, reveals some significant variants.
To facilitate the collation of texts, Loewe, in the bibliography of the poems
appearing in the Rylands Haggadah, provides references to other
Haggadah manuscripts as well as to manuscripts of the former Sassoon
Collection.’ These references may be augmented by others.

Liturgical poems similar to the ones in these Haggadoth appear also in
the Passover sections of various manuscript festival prayerbooks
(mahzorim) ascribed to the Sephardi rite or to its close relatives, the
Provencgal and North African rites. The mahzor manuscripts that show

2 Dav. Heinr. Mueller and Julius v. Schlosser, Die Haggadah von Sarajevo (Vienna, 1898), pp. 54-
92; Narkiss (see n. 1), pp. 11-16; Raphael Loewe (ed.), The Rylands Haggadah (London and New
York, 1988), 17-20, pp. 23-4.

3 Mueller and Schlosser (see n. 2), pp. 78-80, and e.g. the poems 7 and 4 in the present volume, fols.
99b and 8a.

4 Mueller and Schlosser (see n. 2), pp. 81-92; Loewe (see n. 2), pp. 25-31, 37-66.

Loewe (see n. 2), pp. 23-4.
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Since the Haggadah itself is a book intended uniquely for the home, it
might seem strange that texts for the public service in the synagogue are
appended to it. Yet a number of Sephardi illuminated Haggadoth of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries contain, in addition to the Haggadah
proper, a group of piyyutim, “liturgical poems,” written specifically for
the festival days and intermediate Sabbath of Passover, as well as for the
Sabbath preceding the festival (shabbath ha-gadol).

Most of these poems, by some of the finest of medieval Hebrew poets,
have no direct connection with the home ceremony of Passover. There are,
however, exceptions. It is logical that a book for home use would include
‘azharoth—rhymed summaries of the religious regulations concerning
Passover and the Passover home ceremony, the Seder—since, although
‘azharoth are routinely recited on the Sabbath preceding Passover, it made
good sense to include them in the Haggadah as useful guides for the
complicated preparations for and procedures during the Seder. One could
equally explain the appearance of poem 5,” “A watch-night this,” [Le/
Shimmurim] since the poem is for the eve of Passover, and the owners of
these volumes may have wished to have the entire liturgy for the evening,
both at synagogue and in the home, available in one book. Yet this factor
does not explain why texts belonging to the public services for other days
of the festival were added to Haggadah manuscripts. It is conceivable that
the custom harks back to before the thirteenth century, when the
Haggadah was not yet regarded as a separate book, and was presented as
part of larger prayerbooks containing all the Passover texts, or even those
for other festivals too.!

*  The Poem numbers refer to the translation of texts in the Commentary volume of the facsimile
edition of The Barcelona Haggadah (London, 1992), pp. 75-171
I See Bezalel Narkiss, The Golden Haggadah (London, 1970), pp. 10-11.
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Concerning [the claims that the First, may He be blessed, is not
encircled by a place and that the grade of His holiness is above the
grades of these [entities] that are called “intellects,” some of our
venerable people said, Places are narrow from encompassing You
and heights are bent down from bearing Your greatness. Lands melt
at Your footsteps, and upon Wisdom is Your tent thrust, because

Your camp is not in a tent or a hall.??

This passage is much simpler than the previous one. In it, Ibn Giat
expresses the old Rabbinic doctrine, based on biblical antecedents,
according to which the world is not the place of God but God is the place
of the world.?® This idea is found frequently in the poems of the classic
Golden Age poets, and as shown by Aron Mirsky, its frequent use is
caused by the connection between these poems and the basic philosophic-
theological work by Bahya ibn Pakuda, Duties of the Heart.** 1t is the
cardinal belief in the incorporeality of God and, for that reason, finds its
place in many liturgical poems of the Spanish school. Mirsky collected a
number of such passages from the poems of Ibn Gabirol and Judah
Halevi.? Ibn Giat’s words, as quoted by Ibn Daud, may now be added to
them.

22 Ihid., Hebrew section, p. 323 (162b, 11.5-9); English section, p. 180. The quotation is from a
poem beginning: ”@°17XY W~ see Davidson, op. cit., letter shin (supplements in vol. 4),
number 54. The best text of this poem is the one published by Joseph Marcus in Sinai, vol. 56
(1965), pp. 22-23. Sec also: David, op. cit., pp. 474-475. In Ibn Daud’s text the word 17¥ became
corrupted into 10, therefore the mistranslation: ““Place turn aside.” The translation of 12N as
“melted” was left intact for lack of a better one.

23 See A. Marmorstein, The Old Rabbinic Doctrine of God (London, 1927), pp. 92-93 and Altmann
and Stern, op. cit., p. 126, note 1.

24 A. Mirsky, “Hebrew Poems from Spain Based on the Second Gate (Sha'ar Ha-Behina) of R.
Bahya Ibn Paquda’s Hovot Ha-Levavot,” in Tarbiz, vol. 50 (1980-1981), pp. 303-338 and his
article on the same subject in Hebrew Language Studies Presented to Professor Zeev Ben-Hayyim
(Jerusalem: The Magnes Press, 1983), pp. 383-406.

25 Mirsky, in Tarbiz, ibid., pp. 333-334.
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created world as one of gradation, beginning with the loftiest emanation,
namely that of Wisdom and descending through various stages to the
material world. For the earliest stage of emanation (for the moment at
which it begins), Ibn Gabirol and Ibn Giat use the word: to split, vpa or the
synonymous . Both words are used in the Bible for the splitting of
waters, e.g. in Genesis 7:11, Exodus 14:21, Psalms 136:13, etc. In Isaiah
58:8, the passive of haka‘ occurs in connection with the spreading of light.
Both poets, indeed, employ metaphors of light and water in describing the

YR PRI IR XY 077 *22n IiK7 1ipnn axiwy, (and Wisdom is the fountain of
life and from You it streams forth... without bucket from the fountain of
light it draws... and He called out to nothingness and it was split),'® while
Ibn Giat says: Yow ny 73 ...1923 0mpmy 31 1723 nman »m (God split apart
lofty Wisdom its fountains swelled; a wave of the springs of Intellect), and
in the second passage: mmon »m (splendours of Wisdom). It seems,
therefore, plausible to suggest that in order to convey the idea of Wisdom
emanating from God which bears in itself the diversity of subsequent
creation, writers in the Arabic tradition as well as in Hebrew poetry
employ the word “to split,” implying by this the unity of a first substance
“which... is the substratum of diversity.”19 “To split” is, then, the
beginning of the process of emanation, which is further described through
metaphors of sources of light and fountains of water.?°

If we now return to Abraham ibn Daud, we can clearly see the purpose
of his quoting this passage by Ibn Giat. Ibn Daud’s chapter, in which this
quotation is used to support his thesis (called o>py» o*amn3, “what scriptural
verses testify about the above’) deals with the order of the universe and
especially with the philosophical problem of “what is called the ‘Many
from the One’.”?! Ibn Daud recalls this passage from Ibn Giat to prove
that there is a chain of intermediaries between the One (God) and the
Many (the diversity of the created universe).

The second quotation from one of Ibn Giat’s poems occurs in the same
chapter of The Exalted Faith. It reads:

18  Keter Malkhut, section 9, ed. Seidman (see above note 16), pp. 20-24.

19 Altmann and Stern, op. cit., p. 119.

20  [See now: Adena Tanenbaum, The Contemplative Soul; Hebrew Poetry and Philosophical Theory
in Medieval Spain (Leiden, Brill, 2002), pp. 106-107.]

21 The Exalted Faith (see above note 1), p. 169.
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The second quotation may be rendered as follows:

Your deeds are: At the beginning You created the splendors of
Wisdom. Their nature is beyond comprehension and those who
ponder it say: how mighty are Your deeds.

Your deeds are: from the light of wisdom You brought into
existence the element of Intellect, which is like the radiance of fire...

Your deeds are: from the radiance of the Intellect You brought forth
the Soul...

The similarity with Isaac Israeli’s text and with Ibn Hasday's Neoplatonist
is evident, and it is safe to assume that all three were using a common
source, probably an Arabic treatise, as Stern indeed had proposed in
connection with Israeli and the Neoplatonist.”

Let us now return to the quotation found in The Exalted Faith. What is
the exact meaning of the root 71 in 713 7723 Mon a2 What did Abraham
ibn Daud intend to prove with Ibn Giat’s verses?

Solomon ibn Gabirol in his Royal Crown, when describing creation,
says: ypan P 9% X771 (and He called out to nothingness and it was split). o
The Hebrew root am is synonymous with the Hebrew root vpa.
Accordingly, we may consider Ibn Giat’s passage as parallel to Ibn
Gabirol’s. In both, the process of creation, at its very beginning, is
described with the help of a verb that means: to split. Shlomo Pines proved
that the verb vpa in Ibn Gabirol resembles a usage found in a passage
occurring in a treatise by Avicenna. Pines also places the use of the Arabic
equivalent, the root falaka, in the context of writings which present the
reader with an image of the created universe in its various gradations."’
This is, of course, also the context of the Royal Crown, as pointed out by
Pines. We may now add Ibn Giat’s poem to this group. This long poem,
which consists of many parts, also has as its subject the presentation of the

his Ha-Askola ha-Paytanit shel Rav Sa'adya Gaon (Jerusalem: The Schocken Institute, 1964). p.
105. The meaning of the phrase is as in the singular and it was translated accordingly. to avoid
using the awkward “Wisdoms.”

15 Op. cit., p. 96.

16  Section 9: See Keter Malkhut, ed. by Y.A. Seidman (Jerusalem: Mossad Harav Kook, 1950),
p. 24.

17 Shlomo Pines, “*‘And He called out to nothingness and it was split’ — A Note on a Passage in
Ibn Gabirol’s Keter Malkhut,” in Tarbiz, vol. 50 (1980-1981), pp. 339-347.
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The latter passage can best be understood by comparing it to the
following statement that occurs in Isaac Israeli’s Chapter on the Elements:

Aristotle the philosopher and master of the wisdom of the Greeks
said: The beginning of all roots is two simple substances: one of
them is first matter, which receives form and is known to the
philosophers as the root of roots. It is the first substance which
subsists in itself and is the substratum of diversity. The other is
substantial form, which is ready to impregnate matter. It is perfect
wisdom, pure radiance, and clear splendour, by the conjunction of
which with first matter the nature and form of intellect came into
being, because it [intellect] is composed of them [matter and form].
After the nature, form, and radiance of intellect had come into
being, a radiance and splendour went forth from it. From this the
nature of the rational soul came into being.'!

As shown by S.M. Stern, the above is in accordance with the doctrine of
emanation as found in the so-called Ibn Hasday’s Neoplatonist.'> The
author of this treatise as well as Isaac Israeli discuss the degrees of
emanation and particularly the gradation of the intensity of light in the
process of emanation. Concerning this, Isaac Israeli says: “Regarding the
quality of emanation of the light from the power and the will, we have
already made it clear that its beginning is different from its end, and the
middle from both extremes, and this for the following reason: when its
beginning emanated from the power and the will, it met no shade or
darkness to make it dim or coarse.”!?

We have placed Ibn Giat’s verses into the framework of ideas concerning
the theory of emanation. We may attempt to paraphrase them as follows:

God split apart loftly Wisdom; its fountains swelled and did not
diminish; a wave of the springs of Intellect emanated from Him and
this was the beginning of God’s works.'*

11 A. Altmann and S.M. Stern, Isaac Israeli: A Neoplatonic Philosopher of the Early Tenth Century
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1958), p. 119.

12 Op. cit., p. 98.

13 Op. cit., p. 88 and see also p. 102.

14 The scriptural verses which are reflected in this passage are the following: Psalms 136:13,
Genesis 7:19-20; Genesis 47:13; Job 40:19. The use of the plural in 17733 N1 has a parallel in
one of Saadia Gaon’s poems where we read: 17123 J"n1392n. This was pointed out by M. Zulay in



