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XM .Journal of the Ancient Near Eastern Society of Columbia University, 5 (1973), pp. 134 ff
G. Douglas Young, “The Significance of the Karatepe Inscriptions for Near Eastern :9p°y2
12N OW 295 ‘»Y2 . Textical Criticism™, Oudtestamenttische Studien, V1II (1950), pp. 291-299
There are variants. If they may not be adduced as evidence of scribal carelessness, what do they
argue? They suggest that non-significant changes in wording are permitted to the scribes.
There was no compulsion upon them for literal faithfulness to a written prototype. Such was
not expected of them and never entered their minds, apparently, until the era of the Masora.
.They had only to keep the sense
A reasonable explanation of the variants is in just this, that they had no : 397 DwWHA TN
written prototype to which they had to adhere but that the scribes reproduced from memory or
with the assistance of a reciter. Agreement of sense was necessary, but literal word by word
JIMRMA N Yy Ay TR 10 L ND0IN A AT JWHAA RDWI .agreement was not
:MVPITNI N (NN wm 111°221) h¥2 M) a%R MmN .4 v v 313p LOPYI MMTIPM
D.R. Dobrusin, The Nature of Ancient Northwest Semitic Copying Practices as Reflected
.through Variants, Columbia University, 1987
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M. Tsevat, Supplements to VT, 28 : 1N0°W *0% ,17°¥1.¥13p LOPL NYDI2 MW NIPWHINIT 11 B
.(1975), pp. 225-226
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M. Greenberg, “The ;139—111 '»¥ ,(1"UWN) 73,7270 ,”KIPpHT DNOW MININ2 D™ pPnn”
Stabilization of the Text of the Hebrew Bible, Reviewed in the Light of the Biblical Materials
PN 1°23 TR0 PR P27 WY ‘W ; from the Judean Desert”, J40S, 76 (1956), pp. 157-167
MY W) 163—116 'py ,(1"90N) 3 . 01p7 AR PR XIpnY MW LRI Nom
Sh. Talmon, “Synonymous Readings in the Textual Traditions of the Old :(163—162
03DW N°Y2IR2 1"AND IR . Testament™, Scripta Hierosolymitana, VIII (1961), pp. 335-383
F.M. Cross and Sh. Talmon (eds.), Qumran and the History of the Biblical Text, Harvard, 71n2
The World of :11902 121 ;381—380 '»Y W”°¥1 Cambridge Mass. & London England, 1975
F.M. Cross, “The History of ; 75—74 ‘0¥ W"°¥1 Qumran from Within, Jerusalem-Leiden, 1989
the Biblical Text in the Light of Discoveries in the Judaean Desert”, HTR, 57 (1964), pp.
E. Tov, “A Modern Textual Outlook Based on the ;%7371 7133 ©°01on7 12N 281-299
Qumran Scrolls™, HUCA, L111 (1982), pp. 11-27; ibid., *“The Nature and Background of the
AX , 2% YW 1237 13 .Harmonizations in Biblical Manuscripts”, JSOT, 31 (1985), pp. 3-29
“Beyond the recognition of groups, two :11%°¥D NARY N1 MW NAR .MW3 "N S0 XN
basically different approaches to the text are recognizable in the various sources from the era
of the second commonwealth. One approach, which may be called conservative, disallowed
after a certain period the insertion of changes in the transmitted text. This implies that the
orthography was not modernized and that contextual and grammatical changes were reduced
to a minimum... in practice even in conservative sources some changes were inserted... A free
approach to the biblical text allowed for orthographic modernization as well as contextual and
TN .grammatical changes, including harmonizations of various types™ (*‘A Modern™, p. 26)
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“Unusual expressions are replaced by more common ones. .0™MPIN N¥pn 93X D0W
Archaic grammatical forms... are replaced with later forms. Words and phrases are added,
drawn as a rule from similar or parallel passages...” (Greenberg, ‘‘Stabilization™, p. 161). Cf.
Talmon, World of Qumran, pp. 117-141. “Its text is marked by scholarly reworking; parallel
texts were inserted, grammar and orthography brought up to date, explanatory expansions
and glosses intruded. As Kahle observed long ago, it is a text which was the work of centuries
of growth, not systematic recension” (Cross, **History”, p. 297). “Such texts by implication
did not transmit carefully their Vorlagen, as their scribes allowed themselves to insert various
kinds of changes and to modernize its content. Those features are visible in the orthography,
scribal errors, Aramaic influences, marginal and supralinear additions, and linguistic
NG CMImWwR noNn” 2 ‘Y 7Y .modernizations of 1QIsa™ (Tov, “Nature”, p. 15)
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exclusively at the door of careless scribes, or of sometimes unscrupulous, and sometimes well-
myopIn Ixd Tomy 17391 .meaning, emendators and revisers’ (Qumran and the History, p. 4)
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*...semi-conscious and unconscious changes made by scribes : (25 M3y TMM21, TN NoM
in copying ... not visual but phonetic or psychological in origin ... modernizing spelling ... a
tendency to simplify consonant clusters ... The substitution of one word for another can be
brought about by mental associations of a non-phonetic nature... Because he carries a block of
textin his head, at least a whole phrase or half a line, he may unwittingly alter the order of the
words ... a much more general cause which operates in all kinds of text is the instinct to simplify
... simplification of word order is only one manifestation of the tendency to banalize, to erode
away the usual form or expression in favour of the everyday ... Asyndeton is eliminated by the
addition of a connecting particle. Things that the author left to be understood are made
explicit. Constructions that look incomplete are supplemented. It is often difficult to say how
far these processes are conscious. Perhaps the copyist thinks he may as well make the text a bit
easier to read. Perhaps he genuinely thinks a mistake has been made. Perhaps he writes down
what he expects to see without thinking™. (M. L. West, Textual Criticism and Editorial
,17 IYDIN 1IREM AR 07207 170 *919°0 7Y VAT WK . Technique, Stuttgart, 1973, pp. 20-22)
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“Memories of particularly well-known authors : PR AYDING WP MK 3 7737 12anH7
like Homer and Virgil were liable to intrude even without recent copying being involved. The
ends of verses or sentences suffer most from this kind of error, because they regularly coincide
with the end of the piece of text that the scribe carries in his head while his pen is in motion™ (p.
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ENGLISH SUMMARIES

In “Bride going around the Bridegroom — Study of a Marriage Custom”,
Aaron Ahrend investigates a custom performed under the bridal canopy, and
associated customs. This custom originated in East European Jewish
communities, no later than the early fifteenth century. Its origin lay in the belief
that harmful forces could do ill to the bridegroom during the wedding ceremony.
The bride encircled the bridgroom to create a protective barrier between him
and the harmful forces. The custom of bridesmaids accompanying the bride
while holding candles existed before the custom of encircling the bridegroom,
and is not connected with it. Nor is the singing of poctical selections during the
encircling of the bridegroom connected with the custom. The melodies which it
is customary to sing today during the encircling of the bridegroom are
devotional melodies, the time of whose composition is unknown.

In “On the Formation of the Rule: ‘Wherever there may be a Desecration of
the Name of G-d, One Does Not Honor a Rabbi’ ”’, Meir Gruzman investigates
the several Talmudic sugyot where this principle is presented as being derived
from the verse: “There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the
L-rd” (Proverbs 21, 30). :

First Gruzman shows that the meaning of this formula — the rule and the
verse — varies, depending on the need of the sugya in which it isembedded. Then
Gruzman concludes that the rule was not formulated within any of the sugyotin
which it is found. Indeed, it did not originate in the context of any of the issues
considered in those sugyot. Gruzman suggests that the rule developed against
the background of various events when sages were discovered to have
perpetrated misdeeds which brought desecration to G-d’s name. These caused
great consternation among their students, with statements such as “the rabbi is
like an angel of the L-rd of Hosts” and ‘‘your reverence of your rabbi should
equal your reverence towards Heaven” losing their effect. The rule was
established that one need not show respect to a rabbi when G-d’s name is
desecrated, as a solution to this problem.

This rule found support in the verse “There is no wisdom ... against (neged) the
L-rd” only after the semantic displacement became accepted among the sages,
which gave the Biblical term neged the connotation of ““in opposition to’’,and, in

*  The English Summaries were edited by Dr. David Mescheloff.
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the verse in question, the doing of negative deeds, against G-d. From that point
on these two — the rule and the verse — became a formula which was transferred
from sugya to sugya, changing to fit the local needs of each sugya. At the same
time, the original meaning of the rule and the setting in which it was created,
Gruzman suggests, disappeared without leaving a trace.

Menachem Katz, in “Yerushalmi Citations in Manuscripts of the Bavli”,
surveys such citations appearing both in the margins of these manuscripts and in
the Bavli text itself. Twenty-four such citations were found in six manuscripts,
two of them Yemenite. In most cases it is not clear whether these passages were
copied directly from the Yerushalmi or from Rishonim who cited the Yerushalmi.
The text of these citations is generally similar to that found in our Yerushalmi,
although some of them might be paraphrases. The presence of Yerushalmi
citations in Bavli manuscripts proves that scribes and students of the Bavii
occasionally used the other Talmud. Analysis of these Yerushalmi citations
reveals a connection between the Munich and the Florence manuscripts, and the
Paris manuscript of Tractate Berakhot.

In “The MR*71°079 (Guards) Jeroboam Set on the Roads — Right Readings and
Wrong Readings”, Chaim Milikowsky considers the word Nx>7107D, which
appears some ten times in rabbinic literature. It always appears in the context of
the guards whom Jeroboam set on the roads to prevent the inhabitants of the
Northern Kingdom from travelling to the Temple in Jerusalem. It has been
recognized for centuries that this word derives from the Latin “praesidia”,
which means “‘guard post”.

Recently, however, E. S. Rosenthal argued that the original reading in the
Babylonian Talmud was NIX°0779 (or a similar form, with the 7 before the d),
based on his determination that this is the common reading in the Babylonian
Talmud. According to Rosenthal, the Babylonian Rabbis did not understand
the word MIX>1°07D, and transformed it into NX>01D, which they derived from a
Syriac word meaning ‘‘guards”.

In this note, Milikowsky shows the difficulty in seeing in the Syriac word a
basis for this shift. He shows that many more textual witnesses than Rosenthal
noted have the reading MX>7°070 in the relevant passages of the Babylonian
Talmud. He also shows that many manuscripts of the Palestinian sources also
contain the supposed Syriac word nIX°0T®. Consequently, Milikowsky
concludes that the shift from NIX>7°075 to NIR*DTID in various textual witnesses
occurred during the (medieval) process of textual transmission, not during the
rabbinic period when this tradition was transmitted from Palestine to Babylon.
It was the medieval scribes who did not know the word NX>7°019, and preferred
a word from the root 07175.
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In ““Additional Data Concerning the ‘Great New Moon’ ”’, Ezra Fleischer
provides new information concerning the ancient Eretz Israel custom of
celebrating the ‘Great New Moon’ — the first day of Nisan — with a special
emphasis. The special kiddush for this day is reconstructed on the basis of
several newly discovered Genizah manuscripts. This kiddush was a
heterogeneous combination of various ancient and more contemporary texts,
both Aramaic and Hebrew, including some poetical pieces. Some piyyutim were
occasionally replaced by new ones, but the basic framework of the kiddush
remained intact. Fleischer considers the permanent presence of the Aramaic
texts in all extant forms of the kiddush as proof that the custom of celebrating the
New Moon of Nisan hailed from very old times and had a distinctly popular
origin.

Fleischer claims that this custom, although ignored by all the official halakhic
and midrashic testimonies, is attested to in the Pesigtaot. Both present a special
Pisqa between the midrashin for Shabbat ha-Hodesh and Pesach. Fleischer
argues that this Pisqa was intended originally for Rosh Hodesh Nisan. Zunz
hinted at this possibility in his Die gottesdienstlichen Vortrdge.

In ““On the Origin of Textual Variants in the Babylonian Talmud’’, Shamma
Friedman continues his earlier study of this topic, based upon his research of
Bava Metzia V1. There he analyzed fifteen key variants and proposed a division
of the early textual witnesses into two families, which he named after their main
representatives: GH (Geniza fragment, Codex Hamburg) and FM (Florence,
Munich). Over 250 variants between these families culled from this chapter now
allow further insights into these two textual types, enabling construction of a
model addressing the essence of Bavli variants.

The regnant model, from the work of E.S. Rosenthal, is associated with an
oral transmission stage of the Talmud text, with editing consisting of fixing of
content and subject matter, but not specific language and style. Textual variants
resulted from tradents’ obligation to maintain content while exercising freedom
in wording.

Friedman’s study of Bava Metzia VI leads him to propose a different model.
The two manuscript families exhibit contrasting textual patterns — GH a
conservative tradition and FM a freer and creative one. But both are offshoots of
an earlier, fully formulated text, inherited by both. FM’s tradents altered the
original text only in small units of several words at a time, leaving the major
structure intact. Their intervention, of a scholastic nature, aims at greater clarity
through style editing, extending the use of key phrases, introducing “improved”
style and vocabulary, and borrowing and introducing phraseology from other
places in the Talmud. A baraita is glossed according to the Tosefta. Technical
terminology is introduced or improved in clarity. GH engages in style-editing,
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too, although on a much more'limited scale, thus showing that non-interference
had not become a matter of principle.

In the second part of this paper, Friedman responds to a critique, based on the
oral transmission model, of his original study. His response demonstrates the
use of the fixed text plus style-editing model.

Admiel Kosman, in * ‘Shitta’ as a Method of Study — Its Formation and
Pattern of Acceptance in the Academies of Eretz Israel and Babylon™, discusses
the term “shitta”, which first appears in Bava Metzia 69a. It is the term in
rabbinic literature which refers to a collection of statements by different sages,
thought to share a common view.

Kosman suggests distinguishing between an explanatory “shitta”, which
compares the views of sages for a purely explanatory purpose, and an organizing
“shitta”, whose sole aim is to classify the assorted sages’ views into categories.
This study addresses only the second type.

“Shitta” as a clearly defined study method appears first in the school of R.
Yochanan in Eretz Israel. It flowered again in Babylonian academies in the
generation of Abbaye and Rava and their disciples. As every other Talmudic
statement, the “‘shitta’ was, at first, subjected to criticism — in the generation of
R. Yochanan and his students, creators of the “‘shitta” method. Later, however,
the response to the method was different in Babylon and in Eretz Israel. In
Israel, late Amoraim relate to the ‘‘shitta” as of binding halachic force, and
“shitta” statements are used as proofs of other arguments. Late Amoraim even
conclude from the absence of a ““shitta” tradition that two sages were in dispute!

By way of contrast, in Babylon there were several different ways of relating to
“shitta statements: a) the “‘shitta” is not understood as a complete
identification of the sages’ views, but only as a grouping of similar views; b) later
scholars in Babylon (particularly from the fourth generation on) apparently did
not hesitate to challenge the earlier Eretz Israel ‘‘shitta” traditions. However,

this challenge is only for purposes of theoretical clarification of positions, not as
a challenge to accepted halachic decisions. Kosman clarifies the fixed forms of
the Babylonian challenge to a *“shitta”, as dating from the fourth generation in
Babylon.

Jewish literary tradition recognizes three ancient books of bills: one by R.
Saadya Gaon, from the beginning of the tenth century, a second by R. Hai, son
of R. Sherira Gaon, about a hundred years later, and a third by R. Yehuda of
Barcelona in the twelfth century.

In “An Ancient Book of Bills — Formularies and their Sources’, Joseph
Rivlin studies an ancient collection of bills found in the Cairo Geniza. They were
written in the beginning of the eleventh century in Lucena, southern Spain. The
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collection, whose author is unknown, is inferior to the other three, in that it lacks
instructions and laws connected with the bills. On the other hand, its formularies
are in Hebrew, giving them historical precedence over the bills of R. Yehuda of
Barcelona.

The collection contains 43 bills. The absence of the passages in the bills which
make them binding strengthens the hypothesis that a court scribe copied
formulas from real bills which he saw in court. Apparently, he chose bills which
were in common use. The large number of business bills testifies, in Rivlin’s
opinion, to the dynamic financial life of the Lucena Jewish community.

An examination of the formularies, in terms of issues disputed between the
academies of Pumbedita and Sura, reveals that the formularies follow the
practice of Sura. This conclusion is strengthened by the presence of Eretz Israel
motifs embedded in the formularies, confirming the well-known connection
between Eretz Israel and the academy of Sura. Rivlin also suggests that the
formularies originated during the period of the Gaonim who preceded R.
Natronai, or with R. Natronai himself, who served as Gaon in Sura during the
ninth century and who had strong ties with the Jews of Lucena.

In “An Individual who Acted on the Basis of a Bet Din Decision after they
Rescinded the Decision™, Zvi Arie Steinfeld studics the basic parts of Mishna
Horayot 1, 2. The first part is a dispute between R. Simeon and R. Elazar, and the
last part is a dispute between R. Akiva and Ben Azzai. These two parts are
connected by a central part, containing a question and answer which are
supposed to clarify the first part. This central part, however, in both known
versions, raises many difficulties for understanding the mishna: the very question
is difficult to understand, the answer is not clear, and the entire exchange seems
superfluous. Moreover, the explanation of the first and last parts according to
the central part seems different from that which arises from the words of the
Tannaim themselves. Rava’s suggestion (Bavli 4a) concerning the dispute
between R. Akiva and Ben Azzai is also most difficult.

Steinfeld’s study reveals that Rava’s statement includes a later addition.
Rava’s original statement, as it appears in one of the Rishonim, indicates that the
central part of the mishna was unknown to him. The statement of R. Bun b.
Hiyya in the Yerushalmi to our mishna indicates that the central part of our
mishna was also unknown to him. Thus it seems that the original mishna
contained only the first and last sections; a marginal note was formulated, based
on the statements of Rava and R. Bun b. Hiyya, which ultimately penetrated the
mishna formula as the central part, causing the various difficulties in
understanding.

The original mishna contains four opinions concerning the law of one who
acted on the basis of a decision, after the Bet Din had rescinded its decision. In
order to present these views, the Tanna joined two sources which originated at
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different times and which are of different literary character. The first part is
apparently an edited version of the baraita in the Sifra or some similar source.
This explains why the Tanna did not bring the view of R. Meir, although it is
explicitly expressed in baraitot. On the other hand, in the last part the Tanna
copied the words of R. Akiva and Ben Azzai from the source which was before
him, including the phrase “of this I admit” attributed to R. Akiva, but without
quoting from the source anything other than what is necessary to build towards
an understanding of the views themselves, without the framework in which they
were said. That is why Rava and R. Bun b. Hiyya had to comment on the mishna,
to clarify the subject under discussion between R. Akiva and Ben Azzai.

In ““Pagei Shevi‘it”, Daniel Sperber suggests that an historical allusion lies
behind the oft-discussed parable cited in Sifre Deuteronomy 137. Accordingly,
the reference to an innocent woman being led through the streets to her
execution with a string of figs tied round her neck alludes to the ancient Greek
custom of sending specially selected human “‘scapegoats” to their death in order
to ward off plague and similar imminent dangers. A man, wearing a black thread
round his throat, and a woman with a string of white figs round her neck, were
paraded through the main streets of the city and then to their execution by
stoning. This barbarous practice was known to the Romans and Byzantines, and
is alluded to in the Rabbinic parable.

Yitzhak D. Gilat, in ““A Note on ‘Poses and Postures during Prayer’ ’, refers to
a comment of Eric Zimmer in Sidra Vol. 5 (p. 101). Professor Zimmer observed
an almost total silence on the matter of hand and other postures during prayer,
in the works of the halakhic deciders from the period of early settlement in
Ashkenaz until the fifteenth century. Professor Gilat calls attention to a
statement by R. Moses of Coucy, one of the Tosafists, in his Sefer Mitzvot Gadol.
R. Moses wrote that he had explained in his public lectures that one way of
expressing penitence is to kneel an hour each day, with palms outstretched
towards heaven in a plea for mercy to G-d, that He help the penitent in his
repentance. R. Moses added that he had written a special prayer appropriate for
this occasion.
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