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ENGLISH SUMMARIES

In “The Third Sabbath Meal : Halakhic and Historical Aspects”, Yaakov
Gartner studies the requirement of eating three meals on the Sabbath, which
is mentioned in the Talmud. It appears that in Talmudic times the three meals
were eaten thus : one on Sabbath night, one on Sabbath morning and one on
Sabbath afternoon. However, as early as the Gaonic period we read of the
custom of dividing the Sabbath morning meal into two parts, in order to meet
the Talmudic obligation.

The origin and development of this custom are examined in this paper.
The custom apparently arose due to the difficulty of eating another main
meal on Sabbath afternoon after the late morning main meal, especially during
the winter months, when daylight ends early. The custom of eating fruit or
dessert as the third meal was associated with the attempt to solve this problem.

These customs were prevalent in many European countries during the period
of the Rishonim. Due to various halakhic objections, and, at a later period,
due to kabbalistic objections, the customs disappeared. Yet the basic problem
of how to eat a third Sabbath meal when not hungry is still mentioned in the
halakhic literature.

David Henshke, in “The Biblical Support for Eruv Tavshilin”’, examines
the Biblical verse cited by Tannaim in support of the enactment. Eruv Tav-
shilin appears to be totally unrelated to the subject matter and the context
of the verse, making the connection between them apparently inconsistent
with the method of early halakhic exegesis in which this support is found.
Henshke attempts to anchor this support from the Biblical verse in the
language of the verse, precisely as it is, while analyzing the related commen-
tary. In the article he shows that the Midrash both results from the difficulty
of the Peshat of the verse and leads to its solution — a pattern typical to the
early Halakhic exegesis.

* The English Summaries were edited by Dr. David Mescheloff.
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The Amoraim of the land of Israel praised nocturnal Torah study in the
highest terms while the Babylonian Amoraim emphasized the importance of
Torah study particularly during the day. In “The Historical Background of
Halakhot Praising the Nocturnal Study of Torah”, Dov Herman suggests that
this originated in the different circumstances in third century life in Babylon
and in the land of Israel. Financial hardship reigned in the land of Israel,
because of the financial crisis which had struck the Roman empire. The in-
habitants were taken to forced labor, and heavy taxes were imposed on them.
It seems reasonable to suppose that they spent most of their daylight hours
in agricultural labor, trying to eke out a livelihood. Thus daytime Torah study
diminished, and most Torah study was done at night.

In Babylon, on the other hand, the Sassanians, who seized power from the
Parthians turned Persian religion into a sort of state religion, with the fire
ritual at its center. Lighting fire at night outside the idolatrous temples was
frequently forbidden, disrupting the domestic use of fire at night, It seems
reasonable to suppose that this affected Torah study, which had to be done
in the main during the day and not at night.

The Gezera Shava and the Kal Va-Chomer are generally dealt with in the
Talmudic literature as methods of Biblical exegesis. As such, the differences
between them are emphasized. Our knowledge of their historical development
is limited ; describing their evolution from the primitive amorphic and in-
formal to the highly crystallized stage known in the later literature is no
simple matter. It is best, therefore, to begin the study of these principles with
the earliest identifiable usage of the Gezera Shava and the Kal Va-Chomer.
This occurs in the explicit discussions of Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel. Moshe
Weiss studies these usages in “The Gezera Shava and the Kal Va-Chomer
in the Explicit Discussions of Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel” .

The sources show that the Gezera Shava and the Kal Va-Chomer existed
first as elements in a discussion. The Gezera Shava was a simple analogy. The
Kal Va-Chomer (a fortiori reasoning) appeared as part of a discussion as early
as in the Bible.

One can argue against a Gezera Shava by a “Hiluk” (drawing a distinction),
pointing out a difference between the two things compared. Nowhere do we
find one side in a discussion being convinced by the Gezera Shava of the other
side. On the other hand, in several places we find a Kal Va-Chomer that is
convincing enough for the other side to relent. In general, the Gezera Shava
and the Kal Va-Chomer resemble each other to a greater degree as elements
of a discussion than they do as methods of exegesis.
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In “The Additional Passages in Halakhot Gedolot in comparison to Hala-
khot Pesukot and their Halakhic Mark on the Rishonim™, Yehonatan Etz-
Chaim extends the observations he made in Sidra, volume 2. There he noted
the presence of additions in Halakhot Gedolot which are not merely a quo-
tation, a supplement or a paraphrase of Talmudic sources, but which are,
instead, either an independent explanation of the words of the Babylonian
Talmud or a wholly independent addition with no basis in Talmudic literature.
Not one of these additions left its mark in the halakhic decisions of Alfasi
or Maimonides, who frequently decided the halakhah in opposition to these
additions. The same is true of other Rishonim. Etz-Chaim’s conclusions there
were based on the comparison of a limited amount of material, and a small
number of additions — only six. In the current study he undertakes to com-
pare a larger section, the laws of Passover.

Etz-Chaim found thirty-seven additions to the laws of Passover in Halakhot
Gedolot compared with Halakhot Pesukot, with sources in the Yerushalmi,
the Tosefta, the Mekhilta de-R. Ismael, Baraitot and sugyot in the Babylonian
Talmud, Saboraic sources and the Sheiltot. A study of these sources led to
the following conclusions: a) These additions left no impression in Alfasi
or Maimonides ; b) Even in those instances where there were items in these
additions, parallel to Alfasi and Maimonides, yet these halakhic deciders had
used the common, direct source and not Halakhot Gedolot ; c) There are
additions whose rulings these halakhic deciders opposed ; d) There are ad-
ditions for which Alfasi and Maimonides themselves served as the source;
e) Those additions whose source was the Sheiltot are later than Alfasi and
Maimonides ; f) A few other additions originated in Ashkenaz and in France.

Meir Raffeld in “Name Intercharge : The Meeting of Polish Scholars and
Bet-Yosef” discusses briefly the sixteenth century encounter between Polish
scholars and Rabbi Joseph Karo’s Bet Y osef commentary to the Tur. Raffeld
concludes that Karo’s work brought Sefardic traditions to the attention of
the Polish scholars, thus correcting many of their common errors. One example
is the Ashkenazic identification of R. Nissim in lieu of R. Joseph Haviva,
the author of Nimmuge Y osef.

Eliav Shohetman, in “An Amoraic Statement as the Basis of a Challange”,
examines the hierarchy of challenging by authoritative statements in the Tal-
mud. The Talmud accepts a conflicting Amoraic statement as a legitimate
challenge to a given Amoraic statement much more frequently than it rejects
such a possibility by saying : “Are you challenging one man’s view by pointing
to another’s?”” Indeed, there are numerous examples of the Talmud’s relying
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on an Amoraic statement to challenge the view of a Tanna. This is in direct
contrast to the commonly held opinion that an Amora may not disagree with
a Tanna, according to which one would expect that the Amoraic statement
would be challenged by the Tannaitic one, not vice versa.

R. Hananel’s statement, that the Talmud never challenges any given state-
ment by quoting a statement from another source, unless the quoted state-
ment is in accordance with the Halakhah, provides an explanation of the
above phenomenon. It follows from R. Hananel’s statement that the identity
of the author of the source being used to make the challenge is irrelevant,
providing it is in accordance with Halakhah. If, indeed, one may conclude
that whenever the Talmud relies on a statement to present a challenge, then
that statement is in accordance with halakhah, then this may be one of the
methods by which Maimonides, and other deciders of halakhah, reached their
decisions based on Talmudic sugyot. It follows that whenever the Talmud
states “But R. So-and-so says ...!” the halakhah must accord with that
view ; if it does not, one must search for the reason behind the exception to
the usual rule.

In “A Prosodically Motivated Textual Expansion in Pseudo-Jonathan and
in the Babylonian Talmud”, Ronit Shoshany proposes an explanation of a
textual expansion, which appears in Pseudo-Jonathan to Genesis 12:1 and
in B. Berachot 47a, in terms of a generative prosodic theory. In each of the
two examples, an original prose-like sentence was expanded into a quatrain
consisting of three parallel lines and a deviant fourth one. It is suggested that
this stanzaic pattern represents a universal prosodic structure, widely attested
in Biblical and rabbinic literature. Thus, it is shown that textual phenomena
can be accounted for by prosodic motivations, in addition to exegetical-the-
matic ones.

In “On the Fifth They Revert to the Set Order”, Zvi Arie Steinfeld considers
the dispute between Babylonian Amoraim concerning the meaning of this state-
ment in the Mishnah (Megillah 3, 4). R. Ammi holds that ‘“they revert to the
set order of Torah portions™, and R. Jeremiah holds that “they revert to the
set order of readings from the prophets”. This dispute would seem to stem
from the fact that the Tanna did not specify what he means; indeed, why
did he not make his intention clear? Furthermore, the term “le-ke-sidran”,
which means, literally, “to according to their set order”, is obscure.

It is known that the division of the Torah into weekly portions in Babylon
differed from that in the land of Israel. The portion was called “parshah”
in Babylon and ‘“‘seder” in Israel. The original text of the Mishnah appears
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to have been, not the obscure term we have, but “le-sidran’, whose meaning
was perfectly clear to the Tanna: “to the regular weekly portion”. This
textual variant has been preserved in several manuscripts. It is clear, then,
that the Tanna was referring to the weekly Torah portion, according to the
practice of the land of Israel, as R. Ammi explained. R. Jeremiah probably
understood the Mishnah this way, too, trying only to match the language of
the Mishnah to another common custom. The change of the word from “Le-
sidran” to “le-ke-sidran” probably resulted from the spread of the Babylonian
division of the Torah readings and the term ““parshah”, and the disappearance
of the custom of the land of Israel and the term “seder”.

In “A Note on the Palestinian Division of the Reading of the Levitical
Cases” Daniel Sperber deals with the Sabbath reading of Seder 22 in the
Palestinian triennial system, Leviticus 26:3-46, which required a division into
seven parts, each of which must have no less than three verses. In addition,
the section consisting of verses 14-43 must not be subdivided. Of necessity,
therefore, certain verses had to be repeated. The following is our suggested
reconstruction, for the seven-fold division of this Seder :
verses 3, 4, 5
verses 5, 6, 7
verses 7, 8, 9
verses 9, 10, 11
verses 11, 12, 13
verses 13-44
verses 4446

Nk LD~

Adiel Schremer, in “The Manuscripts of Tractate Moed Katan’ attempts
to identify two related pairs from among the seven available manuscripts of
the first chapter of B. Moed Katan. One pair consists of Munich MS 95 and
Vatican MS Ebr. 134. The second pair comprises Columbia X893T141 and
Vatican MS Ebr. 108. Each of the remaining three manuscripts, London,
British Library 400 (Harl. 5508) Gottingen Cod. MS Hebr. 3, and Oxford
366/3 Opp. add. Jol. 23 shows no consistent relationship with either pair.

Both Munich MS 95 and Vatican MS Ebr. 134 are Ashkenazic in origin,
yet the textual version they reflect is not Ashkenazic. Indeed, these textual
versions are documented in early Sefardic and North African scholarship
(R. Hananel, R. Isaac Alfasi, R. I. Giat and others), as well as in oriental
Geniza fragments. Thus this division appears to have originated before the
period of the Ashkenazic and Sefardic yeshivot, and perhaps even in the
Gaonic yeshivot.
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The flow of development is demonstrated through an analysis of some
twenty instances. Such variations as order of passage, names of Rabbis, and
differences in language demonstrate the existence of two different traditions.
The possibility that text proofing processes may have caused these variations
is examined in each instance, and is rejected. Rather, Saul Lieberman’s guide-
line is adopted : In certain cases both variants may be correct, each following
a different, original tradition.
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