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ENGLISH SUMMARIES

Emanuel Rackman, in “Talmudic Methodology”, notes that it is impossible
to understand Judaism without considering its many antinomies: God’s im-
manence and transcendence, Judaism’s universalism and particularism, its
commitment to both law and freedom, its other-wordliness and this-wordliness,
its messianic vision and its hard-headed realism. In the study of halakha one
also finds a veering between antinomies, and this study purports to show how
different values precipitated veering between antinomies to achieve a balance
of interests. To illustrate the thesis three areas are cited: the laws of slavery,
the legitimacy of offspring, and marriage and divorce. One illustration is the
law’s stress on the importance of pre-marital chastity and virginity, whereas
at the same time the rabbis made it almost impossible for a bridegroom to
complain — for how had he become the expert to know the difference?

In “Kabbalat Shabbat”, Yitzhak D. Gilat presents a comprehensive study
of the ceremonies marking the ushering in of Shabbat, particularly the recital
of kiddush (the prayer of sanctification of the day) and the lighting of candles.

Ushering in the Shabbat by recitation of psalms before the Friday evening
service, as is done today, was unknown in ancient times. Originally, the recital
of words marking the special character of the day was not associated with the
prayer service or with the evening meal. The kiddush came to be recited over
the first cup of wine at the evening meal, and as part of the public evening
prayer service. Where wine was scarce, the kiddush was also recited in the
synagogue over wine. Over the course of time different formulations of kiddush
found their places in the different Shabbat services. Although there is no
halachic obligation to recite kiddush over wine at the Shabbat morning meal,
the sages established opening this meal over a cup of wine to give it a festive
air.

Lighting candles before the end of the day on Friday is an ancient Jewish
practice attested to by both non-Jewish and by Jewish Tannaitic sources. It is

* Thanks to Dr. David Mescheloff for the preparation of the English Summaries.
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based on the need to kindle light before the Shabbat, on which a fire may not
be lit. In the course of time it became a ceremony of ushering in the Shabbat.
While originally one candle was sufficient, in the Middle Ages the custom of
lighting two candles spread from Ashkenaz. The blessing over the candle-
lighting does not appear in Talmudic literature, and it is suggested here that
it may have been one of several practices initiated in Gaonic times in order to
suppress Karaite influence.

David Halivni addresses the question posed in the title of his paper, ‘Who
was the first one to use the phrase “No text can be deprived of its peshat”?
W. Bacher was of the opinion that the first Amora to use this phrase was
R. Yehuda, the founder of the Academy of Pumbedita (at the end of the third
century). A casual reading of the sugya in the Babylonian Talmud, ¥Yevamot
11b would support such a view. It is, however, the contention of the author of
this article that a deeper analysis of the components of that sugya definitely
proves that this phrase was added later to a question of R. Yehuda by someone
who lived after the time of R. Nachman bar Yitzchak (second half of the
fourth century). He, in turn, was influenced by Rava (died circ. 354), who was
the first Amora to use this phrase. In the course of this study, the author dis-
cusses another phrase, ‘“Here Rabbi taught”, and shows, contrary to J. H.
Epstein and S. Lieberman, that it bears no significance as to the editorial policy
of Rabbi, the anthologizer of the Mishna.

In “Prostration in Prayer and the Prohibition of the Paving Stone” Zvi Arie
Steinfeld examines two Talmudic sugyot dealing with the practice of prostra-
tion in prayer. Prostration in this context means lying down with face to the
ground and limbs outstretched.

In the Babylonian sugya (Megilla 22b) three explanations are suggested for
the reported behavior of Rav, who refrained from prostrating himself on occa-
sion of a visit to Babylon, on a fast day, although the assembled did prostrate
themselves. Two explanations relate his behavior to aspects of the Biblical
prohibition of prostration on a paving stone (Leviticus 26, 1), while the third
concerns the prohibition against an important man’s prostrating himself in
prayer when he is not certain his prayer will be answered.

In the Yerushalmi sugya (Avoda Zara, beginning of chapter 4), the paving
stone prohibition is also presented in the context of R. Avahu’s practice of
“prostrating as usual”. Other views concerning the prostration are brought
there as well.

Steinfeld examines various aspects of these two sugyot and of the views pre-
sented in them. Many new ways of understanding these are suggested, including:
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1. The plain meaning of the verse prohibiting prostration on a paving stone
refers to doing so for idolatrous purposes, not for the worship of G—d.
The original Babylonian practice was to prostrate themselves even on pave-
ment, in accordance with the view of R. Avahu.

2. The source material does not support the view of some scholars, that the
practice of prostration in Talmudic times was limited to fast days.

3. Indeed, Rav refrained from prostrating himself on a fast and instructed
others to do the same; perhaps because he thought that prostration is per-
mitted only in a fixed place of prayer, not in the city street, where it was
customary to pray on a fast day.

4. Those Amoraim who prostrated themselves while leaning on their side may
have done so only on a fast day, not having decided between Rav’s view
and that of the Babylonians; hence they prostrated themselves, in accord-
ance with the prevailing practice, but they leaned on their side out of con-
sideration for Rav’s view.

In light of these approaches Steinfeld explains other views brought in the
sugyot and finds support for them. He explains the relationship between the
sugyot and the developmental stages of the Babylonian sugya.

In “‘Pripinon’-‘Kartinon’ —On the Nature of the Ravia’s Manuscript of the
Yerushalmi’’, Daniel Sperber investigates an otherwise unknown term. It ap-
pears to be best understood upon realization that the Ravia’s version of the
Yerushalmi contained marginal glosses of a variety of types which he quoted
as though they were part of the Yerushalmi proper.

The term “pripinon”, which appears to be an otherwise unknown term,
appears in a text ascribed by the Ravia to the Yerushalmi. He interpreted it
as a type of cloak similar to the cloak of royal purple. Yet it may be only a
corruption of the word “kartinon” which appeared not in the text of the Yeru-
shalmi but in a gloss to the Ravia’s Yerushalmi manuscript, which was added
to explain another term meaning “leek-colored”.

In “Law, Custom and Tradition in early Jewish Germany — Tentative Re-
flections” — Prof. Ta-Shma investigates early Ashkenazic custom from phe-
nomenological and historical evolutionary perspectives. In the first part of the
paper various attributes particular to Ashkenazic custom are presented. The
author demonstrates the full development of Ashkenazic custom as existing
already in the eleventh century, challenging the widely held belief, since Graetz,
that obsession with custom is a fourteenth-century development, an outgrowth
of the decadence characteristic of that century. A general theory is proposed


http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

ENGLISH SUMMARIES VII

for the attitude towards custom and its rank in halakhic hierarchy in early
Ashkenaz.

The actual historic development of Ashkenazic custom and the struggle
concerning it are dealt with in the second part of this paper. The establishment
by R. Gershom of the yeshiva in Mainz, and the ensuing advance of the study
of the Babylonian Talmud, undermined the basic Ashkenazic perception of
the precedence of living custom and oral tradition over halakhic literary sour-
ces. In the ensuing competition between the mitzva of theoretical Torah study
and observance of other mitzvot, the former gradually gained the upper hand.
The many contrasts between Babylonian halakhah and the traditional halakhah
and custom of Ashkenaz were gradually exposed and it became clear that these
could be harmonized only with great difficulty, if at all. During the eleventh
century the devotees of the old school struggled to protect their traditions and
their attitudes, and they sanctified custom in almost metaphyhical terms. Im-
portant scholars opposed this trend, but the devotees of custom succeeded in
censoring the opposition in their writings, which constitute the majority of
what has come down to us from eleventh century literature. Thus, when we
first meet Ashkenazic custom in its full strength, in the middle of the eleventh
century, it was already in retreat, struggling to survive in the face of young
scholars whose “academic” study was at its peak and who sought halakhic
authority for their own method. This process is the background of the Tosafist
phenomenon and the revolution they brought to the Jewish world of spirit
and of halakhah.
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