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In “From the Hidden Light of the Geniza: towards the original Text of
the Mekhilta d’Rabbi Ishmael,” Daniel Boyarin proposes solutions for the
difficulties in three passages in the Mekhilta. He suggests that, in each case,
the exegesis is based on an order other than the natural one of the Biblical
verse, and that the copyist seems not to have understood the point, ‘“‘correct-
ing” the text of the Mekhilta by writing the verse in its natural order and
thus completely eradicating any trace of the exegetical process. The attempts
of both classic and modern commentators to make sense of these midrashic
texts as we have them are many and varied. Boyarin, by adopting the variant
readings found in fragments from the Cairo Geniza eliminates the difficulties,
and claims that the Geniza text must be the original, correct one, with all
other extant versions having a common erroneous antecedent.

In “Moses’ Stone, Seat, and Cathedra,” Meir Bar-Ilan begins with the
halakhah requiring one who sees the stone, upon which Moses sat during the
battle Joshua led against the Amalekites (Exodus 17, 12), to recite a blessing.
Interweaving legend, law, and folk traditions concerning the reverence shown
for the seats of Moses and of other great men over the generations in different
cultures and down to our own times, Bar-Ilan shows how the sanctity, the
wisdom, or the sovereignty of the one who sat on the stone are often trans-
ferred to the stone itself or associated with it, transforming it into a symbol
of these qualities. Thus the stone ‘“Moses’ cathedra” found in some synagogues
of the period of the Mishnah and the Talmud may have served as the judge’s
seat in those times, as a symbol of his authority going back to Moses. Bar-Ilan
suggests that the requirement to praise G~d in a blessing upon seeing Moses’
stone may have been designed to prevent the kind of idolatrous, superstitious
or fetishistic rites carried out by some peoples in association with sacred
stones.

* The English Summaries were prepared by Dr. David Mescheloff.
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Shlomo Zalman Havlin, in his study “The Aramaic Translation of Ruth —
a Vulgate Translation?”, uses halakhic references in the translation in order
to elucidate its origins. Several references to ideas which were foreign to
halakhic tradition and rabbinic exegesis have previously been noted in the
translation. Havlin adds to these a reference to ‘“‘not being allowed to take a
second wife, so as not to bring strife into my home.” This is not found in
Talmudic literature as a legal objection to polygamy, although it does appear
in non-Jewish sources of that period, and in much later Jewish sources.
Havlin also discusses new aspects of three other halakhic references in Ruth,
concerning hanging (crucifixion?) as a form of capital punishment in Jewish
law, concerning harvesting the Omer on the day before Passover, and con-
cerning the transfer of a glove as a form of transferring legal rights. In the
course of the discussion, Havlin provides new insight into possible readings
of other ancient texts, from the Dead Sea scrolls. Havlin confirms the general
conclusion of other scholars who view the Targum of Ruth as not of authentic
mainstream Jewish origin.

David Henshke contributes to the contemporary scholarly discussion of a
fine point in Jewish law by proposing a textual emendation based on a literary
analysis of the problematic text. The Talmudic discussion in Sanhedrin 9b—
10a centers on a case in which false witnesses, whose testimony would have
imposed capital punishment upon one person and a fine upon another, are
themselves subject to the two penalties — “monetary payment to one and
capital punishment on account of the other.” This last phrase appears to be
a qualification of the rule by which one cannot be given two different penalties
for a single act. At least seven different methods have been proposed by
rishonim to resolve the difficulties raised by the phrase. Henshke suggests
that the real reason behind the ruling in Sanhedrin is that the penalty for the
bearing of false witness is always a single one, namely, that which the witness
intended be done to his neighbor is to be done to him. In the case in San-
hedrin the consequence intended by the witness was complex, so the single
punishment of the witness had two parts, one monetary and one capital.
Thus the rule against imposing more than one penalty for a single act is
logically inapplicable to cases of false witness, and no qualification of the rule
against dual penalties is implied here. Henshke suggests that the difficult
phrase was not originally part of the views quoted in Sanhedrin, and does not
belong here. Thus Henshke proposes to cut through the Gordian knot which
led to so many different explanatory attempts, and he musters a variety of
support for his suggestion.
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Avinoam Cohen, in “On the non-chronological Location of Mar Bar Rav
Ashi’s Statements in Babylonian Talmud Sugyot,” discusses eight specific
exceptions to the chronological sequence in which Talmudic sugyor have
usually been edited (about ten percent of the sugyor in which Mar Bar Rav
Ashi appears). In this kind of exception, the sugya follows its usual chrono-
logical order, except for the one later comment inserted into an earlier layer
of the sugya instead of at its end. Cohen asserts that these non-chronological
insertions are original in the text, although he admits that the non-chrono-
logical nature of some is not obvious, and indeed, is debatable. Cohen con-
siders the historical consequences of these exceptions to strict chronological
order, in terms of corrections to the views of some scholars concerning the
chronology of the Amoraim. There are literary implications as well. As the
volume of Talmudic material grew, and later Amoraim wanted to comment
on statements by Amoraim of earlier generations, it became natural to insert
the comments in the appropriate layer of the text as immediate responses to
the statements of the earlier Amoraim. By using a logical, thematic connection
rather than chronology, the context of the comment was made clear. Cohen’s
observations have halakhic implications, as well. First, they shed a different
light on what may have appeared to be redundancies in the Talmudic text,
which led earlier scholars to seek new ideas in the statements rather than let
them stand as redundant. Secondly, since Cohen’s observations affect Amoraic
chronology, the halakhic conclusions based on the principle that the halakhah
follows the view of the later scholar are clearly affected.

In “Keeping the High Priest awake through Yom Kippur Night — Vocal
Music instead of Instrumental,” Zvi Malachi clarifies one of the methods
described in the Mishnah for keeping the High Priest awake throughout Yom
Kippur night. The expression used in the Mishnah may be translated literally
as “they beat before him with the tzredah finger.” The Babylonian Talmud
explains the tzredah finger as the opposing finger (to the thumb), and reports
that Rav Huna demonstrated with a noise that filled the entre house of study.
Rashi and Tosafot interpret this as a loud finger snap. However, turning to
sources in the Tosefta and the Jerusalem Talmud, Malachi finds support for
the view that what Rav Huna demonstrated was a loud whistle made with the
finger in the mouth. An alternative tradition transmitted by Rabbi Yohanan,
and which Malachi finds indicated in many ancient Yom Kippur piyyutim
composed in the land of Israel in Geonic times, had them singing vocally,
a then well-known instrumental piece. Since keeping the High Priest awake
was not part of the Temple service proper, they were not allowed to produce
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instrumental music on Yom Kippur for that purpose, and so they had to use
vocal music instead.

In “Three new Geniza Fragments of Halakhot Pesukot”’, Yehonatan Etz-
Chayim presents three consecutive fragments of sections from Halakhot Pesu-
kot most of which have been hitherto unavailable. The fragments, from three
different but overlapping manuscript copies from the 10th to the 13th cen-
turies, have been pieced together and analyzed. Etz-Chayim compares them
with other known major halakhic compendia from the Geonic period, Hala-
khot Gedolot and Hilkhot Re’'u (a Hebrew translation of Halakhot Pesukot,
in the view of many), which the newly published fragments parallel.

The questions of the authorship of Halakhot Gedolot and Halakhot Pesukot,
which preceded the other, which served as the basis for the other or whether
they are independent, and how many different versions of them were extant
(perhaps as a result of their incorporating the halakhic decisions of rishonim
in different lands), go back close to a millenium. While conceding the difficulty
of resolving these issues. Etz-Chayim suggests and illustrates the use of a
method which has not been tried before and which may be useful. The idea is
to consider how the rishonim related to those additions in Halakhot Gedolot
which are absent in Halakhot Pesukot. Etz-Chayim notes that those additions
in the section he considers, which are not merely quotations or supplements
from the Talmudic text, but which are independent explanations of a Talmudic
statement or completely original statements, are either not represented in
Alfasi’s or in Maimonides’ halakhic compendia, or are reversed there. This
suggests to Etz-Chayim that these latter based their decisions either on the
Halakhot Pesukot (and not on the Halakhot Gedolot) or on a version of the
Halakhot Gedolot which had not yet been supplemented as have the editions
we now have.

In “Towards understanding the Prohibition of ‘Food cooked by Gentiles’,”
Zvi Arie Steinfeld proposes a new interpretation of an issue in rabbinic law.
References in the Mishnah (Avodah Zarah 2, 6) to shelaqut and Talmuds
(Bavli ibid. 37b—38a and Yerushalmi Shabath 1, 4) to a prohibition of
“food cooked by Gentiles” have been interpreted by many rishonim as a
blanket prohibition of all such foods, aimed at reducing the intimacy of social
intercourse between Jews and gentiles, and preventing intermarriage. Steinfeld
analyzes the Tannaitic and early Amoraic sources and concludes that no
such general prohibition existed. Instead he finds that there were two major
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lines of thought. One prohibited food which had undergone any processing
by gentiles. The other prohibited only those foods processed by gentiles which
were likely to contain admixtures of other prohibited foods. Steinfeld suggests
that Rav may have associated this prohibition with a similar one he based
on Daniel (see Daniel, chapter 1), and Steinfeld uses this novel interpretation
to resolve difficulties in varying Talmudic traditions ascribed to Rav.

Daniel Sperber, in “Lamp, Comb, Ring and Chain,” explains the denota-
tion of these terms in the T'osefta, using information from non-Jewish sources
concerning the material culture of those times. The “‘comb” referred to had
lost all but one of its teeth and was used as a strigilis, a kind of hook used
for adjusting the wick of the lamp. The ring held chains from one of which
the strigilis hung, while the lamp was suspended from the others.

In “The Evolution of the Midrash on ‘The Words of the Wise are gra-
cious’”, Joseph Tabory traces stages in the development of the exegetical
comments on that verse in Ecclesiastes (10, 12). The midrash appears with
variations in Koheleth Rabbah and Esther Rabbah, and each variation went
through several stages before taking the form we now have.
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