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The search for rigorous formulation in linguistics has a much more serious motiva-
tion than mere concern for logical nicetices or the desire to purify well-established
methods of linguistic analysis. Precisely constructed models for linguistic structure
can play an important role, both negative and positive, in the process of discovery
itself. By pushing a precise, but inadequate formulation to an unacceptable conclusion,
we can often expose the exact source of this inadequacy and, consequently, gain a deeper
understanding of the linguistic data. More positively, a formalized theory may auto-
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matically provide solutions for many problems other than those for which it was explicit-
ly designed. Obscure and intuition-bound notions can neither lead to absurd conclu-
sions nor provide new and correct ones, and hence they fail to be useful in two im-
portant respects.
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The measurement of sentence length is indirectly a measurement of
sentence complexity... Sentence complexity, in turn, may again be con-
sidered as a measure of abstraction.
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