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ENGLISH SUMMARIES

I. Eldar: MUKHTASAR HIDAYAT AL-QARI

A critical edition of the grammatical-phonological section (for abstract see
Lesonénu Vol. 50,3-4).

S. Morag: DIALECTICAL ISOGLOSSES AND STRUCTURAL
RELATIONSHIPS — A4 comparative study of some features of Syriac, Babylo-
nian Aramaic and Mandaic

This paper introduces the concept of ‘graded isoglosses’. This term relates
linguistic features appearing in varying degrees of frequency in a given language or
in a number of languages belonging to the same group. The historical relationship
between 123 103 and 0% in Biblical Hebrew may serve to illustrate the concept.
All three particles had originally been prepositions (.2 .2 ) to which the
morpheme m was suffixed (¢f. Ugaritic, which, in addition. has the particle 'mm =
oYy + m). 103, however, as is wellknown, occurs regularly, while 123 (9 occurrences
in the Bible) and 173‘2 (only 4 occurrences) are rare.

The frequency relationships between the three particles may be presented
graphically as follows:

3 in3 inY



(where the length of the lines is to be taken as representing the relationships
generally, and not precisely).

Syriac, Babylonian Aramaic (for the reconstruction of which use has been
made of the Yemenite tradition, as well) and Mandaic display relationships which
may be described by employing a methodology based on the concept of ‘graded
isoglosses’.

The main topics dealt with in the paper are the following:

1) Orthography (81 of the Hebrew original) 2) Graded isoglosses in
phonology

(a) the pharyngeals (82.11).
(b) bgd kpt (82.12).
(c) gemination, in general and particularly of r and 4 ((82.13).
(d) gamaz and patah (82.21).
3) Graded isoglosses in morphology
(a) morphological doublets (83.1).
(b) mx‘a’quggal as the pattern of the passive participle of pa‘el stem verbs
(83.12).
(c) the imperfect forms, pe‘al stem, of yhb “to give” (83.13).

In the concluding chapter (84) the author discusses the diachronic dimension
of synchronically-attested graded isoglosses. Since graded isoglosses of low fre-
quency reflect an earlier stage in the history of the language, a comprehensive
mapping of these isoglosses would be helpful for viewing a language simultaneous-
ly from diachronic and synchronic perspectives. The results of this combined ap-
proach can be represented briefly and in a graphically simple manner. Another
aspect of some importance is the light this method sheds on features and forms
conventionally regarded as ‘exceptions’ or ‘irregularities’.

Isaac Sadka:THE VERB KARA AND ITS DISTRIBUTION.

The verb kara is one of the verbs that take a preposition in their underlying
semantic structure. The realization of the preposition takes four specific forms:
a) A sentence
Subject-clause

I. Kara Se-yardu geSamim beemza ha-qayiz.

(It happened that it rained in the middle of the summer.)
b) An answer to a question

2. Ma kara? Yardu geSamim beemza ha-qayiz.

(What happened? It rained in the middle of the summer.)
c) An abstract noun.

3. HaYana karu svitfonot rabbim ba-negev.

(This year many floods occurred in the Negev.)
d) Indefinite pronoun.



4. Ze/ha-davar kara ba-Sana ¥e-avra.

(It happened last year.)

The verb ‘kara’ has selectional restrictions and does not take stative nouns or
nominals:

5. *Ha-Sulhan kara. (*The table happened.)

6. *Ha-zefifut karta. (*The density happencd.):

These selectional restrictions are determined by means of the following
syntactic-semantic features:

a) Stative vs. dynamic; b) Momentary vs. durative;c) Agentive vs. casual;

The verb ‘kara’ has two meanings:

a) kara, — refers to an unexpected or casual occurrence;

b) kara, — refers to an expected occurrence.

There are cases where the semantic feature (+expected) is neutralized. Each
meaning of ‘kara’ has the following features:

kara
kara, kara, -
— static . — static
— expected + expected
— agentive + agentive
— durative & durative

When the verb kara has a clause as its subject, it adds casual or unexpected
meaning to the whole sentence. “S” has not the same meaning as “kara+ S:

7. Hu akhal tapuah mur%l. (He has eaten a poisoned apple).

8. Kara Se-hu akhal tapuah murhl. (It happened that he ate a poisoned apple).

On the other hand, the verb hitrahe$ has no casual meaning. In this case “S”
— hitrakeS + S”. This explains why it does not take a subject clause.

Iddo Avinery: HEBREW VS. OLD SYRIAC

This paper tries to show that there are cases in which Old Syriac (in the
Peshitta translation) deviates from the Hebrew in the expression of the neuter; e.g.
Y7 210 WM is rendered in the feminine: XNW ) RNV YT,

Maya Agmon—Fruchtman: SHE SEEMS NICE, SHE LOOKS NICE: ON ONE
MORPHO-SYNTACTIC DIFFERENTIATION IN ISRAELI HEBREW

The paper deals with the modern (spoken) Hebrew morpho-syntactic differen-
tiation between two structures: one structure exhibits concord between the verb
and its complement (an adjective), as in: hi nir’et nehmada “she seems nice”, while
the other looks almost the same, but shows no concord between the verb and its



complement, as in: i nir'et nehmad “she looks nice”, as in adverbial complements
in general. In these structures, it seems that Israeli (spoken) Hebrew has found a
way to differentiate between ‘look’ and ‘seem’, which in Hebrew take the identical
form nir’e.

M. Mishor: 71 AND MARGINAL TRENDS IN GRAMMAR

A participial form %33 is found in Ashkenazic tradition and in several Euro-
pean printed editions of the Mishna ever since the seventeenth century, instead of
the regular Y1 (Peah 3, 3 et al.).

Y1 has been analysed in different ways in different dictionaries: a) as an
Aramaic YYD from %%7; b) as a shortened form of 79T — from the »y97 of 79T
¢) as a variant of %I9%» — from the Yy® of Y.

Adina Abadi: AVAL VERSUS ELLA — A LOGICAL AND PRAGMATIC
DESCRIPTION :

Our paper opens with a review of two studies of this subject. that by Dascal
and Katriel (1977) and that by Azar (1981). It adopts the assertion that aval
parallels Spanish pero, while ella parallels sino in the same tongue. However, it
questions several of the contentions made in each study.

We describe different syntactic, semantic and pragmatic aspects of aval in
comparing it to ella. Finally, six rules are formulated for the use of aval and ella.

1) Ella functions only within sentence boundaries, whereas aval may function
beyond sentence boundaries as well.

2) An ella-sentence is always uttered by a single speaker, while clauses or
sentences coordinated by aval may be uttered by one speaker or by more than
one.

3) An ella-sentence always contains a negating word, whereas in aval-
sentence(s) the use of a negating word is optional, and the contrast may be expres-
sed semantically, through the use of antonyms.

4) In an ella-sentence the negating word is independent, and its position is
fixed in the constituent preceding ella; whereas in aval-sentence(s) the negating
element need not be independent, assuming it is used at all, but may be a prefix. In
addition, its position is free. )

5) The contrast between arguments or speech acts in an ella-sentenca(s) is ex-
plicit and direct, whereas in aval-sentence(s) such contrast may be indirect.

6) Ella always functions on a single level of meaning, whereas aval may func-
tion on more than one level.

These rules make clear the rigorous conditions to which the use of ella. unlike
aval, is subject, and it seemed to the author that ella (sino in Spanish) is truth-



functional. The author thus formulated a truth table for the function “P ella Q”,
which is true only when P is false and Q is true. Eljakim Wajsberg of the Academy
of the Hebrew Language found verification of this truth table in propositional
logic: the truth table of “P ella Q” (P sino Q) is identical to that of ~ PMQ.

Moshe Katan: HEBREW ELEMENTS IN THE JUDEO-ALSATIAN
DIALECT

The Alsatian Jewish dialect is a particular form of Occidental Yiddish. It dif-
fers from the general Alsatian language in its special phonetics (e.g., yes = you #
’_C_verm‘gn_ ya # Alsatian yo), but principally in the large number of Hebrew words
and expressions integrated into it. This article adduces the diverse transformations
affecting the Semitic elements introduced into the Germanic context: Sdwas (naw),
YetiS (11w), péyma (Wan3), ménag (3M3), hafdduls (N91aN), pféla (N9*BN), neféyra
(112Y), etc. It describes the original grammatical structures of the dialect, such as
the plural forms khaseyrdm (o) from kAd4Sor and ma'tsaknepﬂig (73—
dumplings) or the diminutive hétarls (a little IN°7), as well as the verbal construc-
tions of the fiorkhdsman 2 (QWNN?) or wayifrakh gey (M12Y) types. It defines the ma-
jor areas of the Hebraic vocabulary: rituals, Jewish occupations, Christian sym-
bols and even Christian geographic names. In addition, the article presents a selec-
tion of Judeo-Alsatian sayings, including the good-humored wit of the local Jewry,
as well as a list of monographs on the subject.

Israel Ben-David: 3933, Ruth 3. 9, is plural

In Ruth 3, 9 we find: 5[[1;;15"79"[3:;; £ 191 All O.T. dictionaries have\ig}?
labelled as singular, because the Yod is lacking. But, obviously‘ﬁ;? is plural] in
9on 2°nd (defectively spelled) because otherwise a pausal suffix would come with
Pashta, whereas even JnDX with Zaqef has a non-pausal suffix.

Eliezer Schlossberg: “A WEAK X" IN THE LANGUAGE OF ISHMA‘EL —
IN THE LANGUAGE OF R. YOSEF KARO

Maimonides opens his Mishneh Torah with the words, “The foundation of
foundations and firmest pillar of all wisdom is to know that DY W a first being.” It
has long been known that the word OW does not indicate a specific place (“there,
but not here”), a concept which might have contradicted some of the most
important beliefs of the Jewish religion, but rather — under the influence of Arabic
— being and existence. More difficult is the explanation given by the Kesef



Mishneh to this phrase: “like a weak X”D in the language of Ishma%l.” All
commentaries on this phrase are based on the use made by R. Abraham Ibn Ezra
of the same phrase in his Bible commentaries, but they fail to provide adequate
explanation. Some scholars went even further, claiming that this phrase was not
written by the Kesef Mishneh himself, but was added to the text later on.

The new explanation offered here points out the difference between the use of
this phrase made by Ibn Ezra, who lived in‘Spain and was familiar mainly with
classical Arabic, and the use made by R. Yosef Karo, the author of the Kesef
Mishneh. who lived in Palestine for a long time. where the only kind of Arabic he
might have known was the vernacular. Our assumption is, therefore, that “weak
X”D in the language of Ishma’el” does not denote classical  f7, but rather
dialectal fa. which — in the dialect of Palestine, Syria and Lebanon — has the
meaning of “there exists,” the same as the word 0@ in Hebrew, and that R. Yosef
Karo was influenced by the hackneyed phrase, “weak X”DB”.
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