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The essential contribution, therefore, of the fuller picture of Jewish
sectarianism which we have been given by the Qumran finds, is to
increase our estimate of the importance of that side of ancient
Judaism which conceived of it as the religion of the Law, and to do
this by demonstrating the legal origin and nature even of the Jewish

sects'?.
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Both in his life and thought, therefore, Paul’s close relation 1o Rabbinic Judaism has
become clear, and we cannot 100 strongly insist that for him the acceptance of the
gospel was not so much the rejection of the old Judaism and the discovery of a new
religion wholly antithetical to it, as his polemics might sometimes pardonably lead us
to assume, but the recognition of the advent of the true and final form of Judaism, in
other words, the advent of the messianic age of Jewish expectation
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In the end, outraged by the obstinacy with which men clung to their evil ways, He

[God] had decided to kill every living thing on earth. But the Virgin and the angels

had fallen at His feet and implored Him to grant mankind one last chance. Moved by

these appeals, God promised that if people would even now mend their ways,

abandoning the practice of usury and adultery and blasphemy, the land would

flourish, the earth would bring forth fruit in abundance. At this news the faithful at

Jerusalem had begun to seek desperately for some means of curing mankind of its

fatal propensity to sin. At length the angel had appeared a second time to bid them go

on a flagellant procession of 33 and 1/2 days, in memory of the number of years

which, according to a traditional calculation, were spent by Christ on earth
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‘Die Sektenproblematik im Judentum’, Kairos 21 (1979), pp. 273-277
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scrolls are invaluable in shedding new light on early Christianity, rabinnic literature
skilfully handled is still the richest source for the interpetation of the original Gospel
message and the most precious aid to the quest for the historical Jesus’

E.E. Ellis—M. Wilcox (eds.), Neotestamentica et Semitica... Studies in Honor of Matthew 17
Black, Edinburgh 1969; H. Baltensweiler—H. Reicke (eds.), Neue Testament und
Geschichte ... Oscar Cullman zum 70 Geburisiag, Ziirich-Tibingen 1972; G.W.E.
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R.E. Brown, The Gospel according 1o John 1-11, Garden City, NY 1966-1970; idem, The 18
Epistles of John, Garden City, NY 1982; J.A. Fitzmyer, The Gospel according 10 Luke I-
Anchor Bible N1102 W01 AY% WD ;1I, Garden City, NY 1978—1981
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