Buying and Selling Virtually on Shabbos and Yom Tov

A previous edition of Lemaaseh explored in depth the halachic intricacies

inherent in the sale and ownership of chametz on Pesach via online marketplaces

such as Amazon, and other retailers and auction websites.

We continue this discussion with further exploration into the arena of online sales and

purchase—this time on Shabbos and Yom Tov.

Increasingly, Torah-observant Jews earn a living by selling merchandise—of every conceivable

kind—online, using Amazon, EBay, and other sites. Even many retailers with actual locations will

also have an online store. Still more people will purchase goods online, through online auctions,

with the sale being completed on Shabbos or Yom Tov. This means that ownership is transferred—-

purchased or sold—on Shabbos or Yom Tov.

And when so many Yidden are involved in a new and evolving field, it is incumbent upon Jews

everywhere to explore the halachic permissibility of it.

The following halachic analysis covers this area of technology, the how’s and the when’s of

online retail as it pertains to Shabbos and Yom Tov.
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We would like to make the public aware that if you want to prevent any

problems of Chillul Shabbos at least on Amazon you can change Erev
Shabbos from FBA (fulfilled by Amazon) to FBM (fulfilled by
Merchant). The effect of it will be that there are no activi-

ties in your account during Shabbos.
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