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have believed the Zohar also to date back only to the Geonic period rather than to
29¢ the Tanna, Shimon bar Yohai
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I will tell you frankly that I am always suspicious about this midrash, because
the classical sources, the Bav/i and the Yerushalmi, do not mention the Kotel ha-
Ma’aravi. The midrash cited earlier is, perhaps, a later insert. Apparently, Rabbi
El'azar ha-Kalir knew the midrash. To my mind, this kinah of Rabbi El’azar
ha-Kalir is one of the earliest documents to mention the Kotel ha-Ma aravi.
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I do not know why historians have to explore when Kalir lived when he himself
states that nine hundred years have passed and the Messiah has not yet arrived.
It means that Kalir lived in the tenth century.
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I approached Rav A [Aryeh Carmell] with some of the questions on the Zohar,
and he responsed to me — “and what about nikud? Nikud is also mentioned in

1

the Zohar despite the fact that it [is] from Geonic times!” he said. I later found
this comment in the Mitpachas Seforim. I would just add that not only is nikud
mentioned, but only the Tiberian Nikud — the norm in Europe of the middle ages
— is mentioned and not the Yerushalmi nikud or the Babylonian one — which
was used then in the Middle East, and is still used by Yemenites today. Also the
Taamay Hamikra — the trop — are referred to the Zohar — only by their Sefardi
names. Rav A told me a remarkable piece of testimony: My rebbe (this is how
he generally refers to Rav E [Elijah Dessler]) accepted the possibility that the
Zohar was written sometime in the 13™ century.

: 971 7Y PIRIN DY T PP PPN DX RIN

Rav G [Gedaliah Nadel] told me that he was still unsure as to the origin and
status of the Zohar, but told me it was my absolute right to draw any conclusions
I saw fit regarding both the Zohar and the Ari.
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He definitely agreed that the Zohar is entirely pseudo-epigraphical, but he
believes that it still holds a true esoteric core that kabbalists of the 13% century
wished to preserve in writing and to be taken seriously by the public, hence
the ascription to Rashbi.... What forces him to say this, he tells me, is the fact
that the Gra took the Zohar and the Ari so seriously.... [He] says that the GRA
surely must have seen the problems in the Zohar, but nevertheless accepted a
holy core in the Zohar which must have been because he must have seen parallels
and patterns in existing Torah literature that reflect in the Zohar as being their
continuation, since no others exist.
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“Kabbalah is not a basic belief of Judaism, and one can be a full and complete
Jew while disbelieving all of it.”
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