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Preface

Disposable packages are an unavoidable part of life in the modern
world. If and how a particular package may be opened on Shabbos
is a question that many of us encounter each and every Shabbos.
Opening packages on Shabbos involves obvious concerns, like
koreia, as well as more subtle issues, like makeh bapatish. To simply
be stringent and refrain from opening packages is not necessarily
the proper course of action, as this could lead to an improper
reduction in one’s oneg Shabbos and kavod Shabbos.

It is therefore important for every Jew to learn which packages
may be opened on Shabbos and how they may be opened.

As disposable packages are a relatively recent innovation, this
area of halachah does not have the benefit of explicit instructions
from the Shulchan Aruch and the great acharonim. Additionally,
the factual background of exactly how disposable packages are
manufactured, which is essential to understanding their halachos,
is often unclear. These factors appear to have led to a significant
amount of confusion about this topic.

I therefore decided to learn this sugya thoroughly and to produce
a sefer that would provide guidance about it.

I invested extensive effort in clarifying both the halachos of
Shabbos that opening a package could potentially involve and
the practical application of those halachos to the many types of
disposable packages that are commonly used today.
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The sefer is divided into four parts:

Chapters 1 thru 7 present the fundamental halachos of the
melachos of Shabbos that relate to opening packages.

Chapters 8 thru 14 discuss tens of commonly used packages,
one at a time. The practical halachah regarding if and how the
package may be opened appears in bold at the beginning of each
section, so the sefer may be used as a quick reference. This is
followed by an explanation of the basis for the halachah. Hebrew
footnotes contain sources and additional views.

Chapters 15 and 16 discuss issues surrounding the use of
disposable packages on Shabbos that are not directly related to
the halachos of their opening.

The final part of the sefer is comprised of Hebrew miluim in
which topics that are mentioned briefly throughout the sefer are
explored at length and the various views of poskim are discussed.

The reader is cautioned not to assume that something written
about one type of package will necessarily apply to another type
of package. Each package has its own unique parameters and a
slight detail could spell the difference between mutar and assur.

With deep feelings of gratitude, I acknowledge the contribution to
this sefer that was made by my dear friend, Harav Hagaon Reb
Yitzchak Reichman shlit”a, from whom I have the zechus to
receive shimush in the Beis Horaah of Lakewood. During the past
year, we discussed every line of the sefer together, crystalizing
the sugyos and bringing them to their halachic conclusions.

I am extremely grateful to Harav Hagaon Reb Shmuel Felder
shlit”a, senior posek in Beis Medrash Gavoha. Despite being
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someone to whom people throughout Lakewood and throughout
the olam haTorah turn to with their shailos, he gave me a
significant amount of his precious time. I discussed many of
the topics that appear in the sefer with Rabbi Felder, and he
graciously listened to many of the arguments for and against
specific conclusions, eventually guiding me toward a clear p’sak
halachah. P’sakim from Rabbi Felder appear on almost every
page of the sefer and he was kind enough to review them to
ensure their accuracy.

I am indebted to Harav Hagaon Reb Simchah Bunim Cohen
shlit”a, Mara D asra of Kehal Ateres Yeshayah in Lakewood and
bestselling author of sifrei halachah, who so kindly reviewed this
sefer. I am fortunate to have had the zechus to learn bechavrusa
with Rabbi Cohen for more than two years and to work with him
on his extremely popular Laws of Mourning.

I thank Harav Hagaon Reb Yisrael Dovid Harfenes shlit”a,
Mara D’asra of Beis Hamedrash Yisrael Vehazemanim and
author of Nishmas Shabbos and many other seforim. Despite
his unrelenting schedule of teaching and learning Torah, Rabbi
Harfenes has, for many years, granted me the opportunity to
bask in his presence and he honored me with his semichah. His
important sefer, Nishmas Shabbos Vol. 7, which deals extensively
with opening packages on Shabbos, was extremely beneficial to
me.

I must also express my appreciation to Harav Hagaon Reb Yoel
Marton shlit”a, Mara D’asra of Hampshire Hills in Jackson, N.J.,
and Rosh Kollel of Kollel Tiferes Halacha. His kollel was learning
these halachos as I was writing the first draft of this sefer and
Rabbi Marton reviewed most of the manuscript, commenting
insightfully and helping me clarify matters.
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My thanks are also due to Harav Hagaon Reb Nassan Yirmiyah
Goldstein shlit”a, author of Sefer Pesichas Keilim on the topic
of opening packages on Shabbos. This sefer was of great benefit
to me and I spent many hours discussing its subject matter with
its author.

My appreciation is due to my dear friend, Harav Hillel
Shimon Szimonowitz shlit’a, head of Machon Aleh Zayis,
who demonstrated great talent in preparing the beautiful
and professional layout and design of the sefer’s interior
and exterior. Thanks also to my dear friend, Harav Dovid
Kaiser n’y, who skillfully prepared the English manuscript
of the sefer and enhanced it with many of his comments.

Credit for the graceful presentation of the many pictures that
add so much to the sefer is due to my very talented sister-in-law
Chaya Rochel Abramson and her team, at Apex41 Marketing and
Design, in Lakewood, N.J.

This sefer cites almost all of the p’sakim contained in the sefer
Pihah Pashchah Bechachmah, which is a compendium of the
rulings and explanations of Harav Hagaon Reb Pesach Eliyahu
Falk zt”I on the topic of opening packages on Shabbos. I also
spoke extensively with the authors of that sefer.

The name of the sefer, “Bnei Avraham,” is an allusion to my
family name, Abramson. I pluralized the word Bnei so that
the name may also serve as a monument to the memory of my
grandfather, Harav Avraham ben Reb Chaim a”h, who was
niftar on 28 Menachem Av, 5767. He suffered terribly during
the Holocaust and emerged as the sole survivor of his family.
He immediately set to work afterward, establishing a beautiful
family and a bayis neeman beYisrael. Baruch Hashem, all of his
offspring are Shomrei Torah Umitzvos, so all of us are “Bnei
Avraham.”
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My grandfather’s life’s partner, my grandmother, Maras Chavah
bas Reb Moshe Shalom a”h, was niftar on 23 Adar I 5779. She
was always happy and grateful for having merited to survive the
war, reach the safety of America, and raise Yiddishe doros. I am
certain that she is taking pleasure in the publishing of this sefer.
May this sefer bring an iluy to their neshamos and may they rest
in Gan Eden with the neshamos of the tzadikim and tzidkanyos.

The appreciation I feel toward to my dear parents, Harav Moshe
Shalom shlit”a and Maras Henna tlit”a, is boundless. They gave
me the gift of a wonderful chinuch in Torah and yiras Shamayim
and sent me to excellent schools and yeshivos. They have always
stood by me and supported me and my family warmly and eagerly,
enabling me to learn the Torah hakedoshah with serenity. May
Hashem lengthen their days and grant them good health and
nachas from all of their descendants, and may all of their hearts’
desires be filled for good.

I also thank my wonderful in-laws, Harav Shlomo shlit”a and
Maras Yosefa tlit”a Lubowsky, who created a home that is full
of Torah, chessed, and yiras Shamayim to an astounding degree.
May Hashem give them long life, happiness, and true nachas
from their descendants.

I cannot say enough in praise of my wife, Shifra, a true eishes
chayil and baalas chessed, who toils with mesirus nefesh so that I
may spend my days in the beis Hashem. It is in her merit that this
sefer is being published. Tenu lah mipri yadehah veyahlleluhah
bashe’arim maasehabh.

Menachem Mendel Abramson
Lakewood, Tammuz 5781
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PART ONE

Halachic
Background

This section discusses the
various halachic considerations

involved in opening packages on Shabbos.






Chapter One

Boneh and Soseir

A. S’tiras Keilim

Although the melachah of stirah, destroying, does apply to keilim, things

that fall into the category of inferior keilim known as “musteki” (see

definition just below) may be broken and destroyed for a Shabbos need.'

The need does not have to involve food.? It is forbidden mideRabbanan to

destroy a musteki where there is no Shabbos need.’
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B. Musteki and Disposables

Many poskim assert that any disposable package qualifies as a musteki and,

therefore, may be destroyed to gain access to the food it contains, which

is a Shabbos need. (It may, however, be forbidden to destroy the package

based on other melachos, as we will discuss.) These poskim maintain that

even a package that is durable and could be used long-term is a musteki if

people generally throw it out after removing its contents.*
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C. Flattening Disposable Keilim

Based on the above, someone who is disposing of a package or a disposable
aluminum pan may flatten it first to preserve space in the garbage can if
he will need that space on Shabbos. Similarly, one may press down on the
garbage with his foot to make room even if doing so will break disposable
keilim. (See further Chapter 15, Section E.)

D. “Creating” Disposable Keilim

Although, as explained above, an inferior kli may be broken for a Shabbos
need, creating any type of kli is assur based on either makeh bapatish,
“striking with a hammer,” which prohibits finishing things, or tikkun
maneh, “fixing a kli.” Thus, for example, although a bottle cap is an
inferior kli, twisting it oft for the first time is assur according to many
poskim because the cap is made into a usable kli when it is separated from
the plastic ring that held it in place (see Chapter 8, Sections A, B).
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Chapter Two

Koreia

A. Constructive and Destructive Keriah

One only violates an issur d’Oraysa of koreia, tearing, if his action is a

constructive one, for example, if he tears something in order to sew it back

together and thereby improve it. If the tearing is a kilkul, a destructive

act, it is only assur mideRabbannan.! According to some poskim, even if a

keriah, a tear, serves a constructive purpose, for example, if someone tears

off a piece of cloth to be used as a bandage, it is not assur mid’Oraysa unless

the object was torn with the understanding that it would be sewn back

together.? However, most poskim reject this view and treat any constructive
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keriah as assur mid Oraysa.’?

B. Tearing Food Packages

It is generally accepted by the poskim that one may rip open a

disposable package, bag, or box of food in a destructive manner (as

will be defined just below) because Chazal permitted a destructive
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keriah for a Shabbos need.*

It must be noted, however, that this leniency is not universally accepted
and may only be relied upon bedieved, if one neglected to open the package
before Shabbos and cannot access its contents unless he rips it on Shabbos.
Lechatchilah, one should satisfy the stringent opinion by tearing open all

packages before Shabbos.

C. The Definition of a “Destructive Keriah”

It appears that a keriah qualifies as “destructive” even if the item being
ripped is not completely destroyed. Rather, any keriah that ruins the item
to some degree, such as, a rip that extends a few centimeters further into
a package than it typically would, is destructive and, therefore, permitted
for a Shabbos need. Furthermore, because any unusually long rip ruins the
package somewhat, it appears that one may rip a package this way even if

it will retain its ability to hold and protect its contents.®
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D. The Definition of a Shabbos Need

It is permitted to tear in a destructive manner for a Shabbos need even if
that need is not related to food. It appears that anything that will add to
one’s enjoyment of Shabbos qualifies as a Shabbos need in this context.”

Thus, for example, someone who enjoys reading a newspaper (that may

be read on Shabbos) may tear open a sealed plastic bag that holds it, if he
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does so in a destructive manner. Someone who already has a food or some
other item accessible may not tear open a package that contains another

of the same item.?

E. Separating Things That Were Glued Together

Based on the melachah of tofeir, sewing, it is forbidden to permanently glue
things together, and based on the melachah of koreia, tearing, it is forbidden
to separate things that were glued together with the understanding that
they would remain that way forever.’ Even if the person gluing the objects
together did not specifically intend to leave them in that state forever, the
attachment is considered permanent if, at the time the items were attached,

it could be assumed that they would remain that way.'°

According to many poskim, things may be separated from each other
if they were glued together with the understanding that they would be
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separated within seven days.!" Furthermore, this view permits separating

things even if it was not certain that they would be separated within seven

days but there was reason to suspect that they would be.'?

Some poskim state that it is assur mideRabbanan to separate objects that

were glued together temporarily but with the understanding that they

would remain that way for seven days or longer."> However, many others

maintain that it is only assur to separate objects that were glued together if

they were glued together with the understanding that they would remain

that way forever.!* According to the lenient view, one may, for example,

PRY maw) YT DYWOR wONN NYT .13
npon) pRxy nnIn NMw ,(p Ty T phn
,(np °0) NOY W NI (1 MR VY 0
R"9737 ,(307 20 1 phn) NIW NNwI N
,(N YD 2 P19 715N ANND D) 27RT PYRD

.0 WM THPYo 2 PID) NIW MNINY

Ypn> POD (1 PYo PV o) K" N .14
PO orpy mwyl XYw avon end
2 T ©MENa ©HYIn N1 prmY Imn
127 NP NON .OYPY WYl R N7ONNw
Ynwn,orph nPRY 17N1Y 0w R0
PYNW NI, OYPY NPRW 10T 93 Hpinh ww
AN MW NPRw) YRT IRIIWIN TUNN
0NN W2 19K (0 MIvn 0 PID NWTN ANTIN
INWI NW 0P Y 01w ,578T PYRD R7DT30)
P MIDNAW INIT (Y737 NIW MR, Nw
AN DYPNNY WYY TWPT 1PN
120) P77 NOR 12 W NndY 2913 o0
OR 79111 02 2 ON (oW 5”131 X Vo TPY
N1y 09137 0 T YD 0Ypnnd T
N7 NIIRM )T MOR W [R'0Y 9]

.(3120) XN

0n9aR %12

MYTL T AP PR PN JI0R R
772 MWD WITA 1 27OV )P omn
NP YW WP N OR D' (X o Ow)
WRW 1INT ,ONYY ]I W I2TTY D
NWYW TR RIM PRI YT T IRp
TNWI NITI TV PV DY TN oopnng

(P mvnawp 297 P'?l‘l wIn AMTm)

790 MO DRTN PO NdT L1l
ROy ON3Y WIpaw N wp mavind
NI, T YD RIinw wp ToN
J(ow 1957 NIV N Y0 PV 0°0) 19112 ]’“[ﬂ
2PN Y N0 W O T MND1a Yax
PP, NONY PTARIM NP NON PRY
MIYN1IPY NANOW I, HP MI20 1N
(mp D) 0P YN NIW NYT 19 IR
179 0N N9 D) 97RT POND ROV
T pHN) NIW MWl 0w MY PV (0 9y
YD 2 PID) NAW MNINY (V97-197,307 |10

Qv mymy

D°p0IDN 1NN WP MY OX Y .12
PINY (X PYD DY Y0 1 R0 PW 00 7'0)
.01 ’T N2 NNY T DX POD WO WP

Chapter 2 * Korei'a | 13



separate the flaps of a box of matzah or breakfast cereal where they were
glued together.

An additional basis to permit opening packages that were glued shut is a
view in the poskim that permits separating anything that was glued to be
sold to a consumer who would open it in his house. These poskim argue
that an attachment of this type was really made to be undone immediately,
and it is only impracticality that prevents this, as the consumer is not
present in the factory where the package is sealed. However, other poskim

disagree with this leniency."

In practice, one may separate things that were glued together with the
understanding that they would be separated by the consumer, even if
it was understood that it would take more than seven days for that to

happen. However, because there are poskim who forbid this, as above, it is
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preferable that this be done in an irregular manner, for example, with one’s

teeth or pinky finger.'

F. Light Adhesive

Some poskim assert that gluing is only tofeir if the objects are stuck together

in such a way that they become like a single entity and cannot be separated

without becoming ruined. According to this opinion, attaching things

with light adhesive that allows them to separate easily, without tearing or

becoming ruined, is not tofeir, and separating things that were joined this

way is not koreia."” This is relevant, for example, to opening the sleeves in
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which Band-Aids are packaged and to using Post-It notes.

This opinion is not universally accepted, and other poskim maintain that

sticking things together with light adhesive is tofeir, and separating such

things is koreia.'
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G. Materials That Are Subject to Korei’a

The poskim assert that koreia applies only to soft materials and does not

forbid breaking hard objects.'” Moreover, it is even mutar to detach soft

material from a hard object to which it was glued.*
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It appears that the definition of “soft” material in this context is something

that (like the yerios of the mishkan, from which this melachah is derived)

can easily be folded, such as, soft plastic and cloth. Plastic that is slightly

thick, even if it is somewhat pliable, is not subject to koreia if it is not easily

folded, like cloth.?
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One view in the poskim maintains that koreia is only violated when one

separates two things that were connected and not when one tears apart

a single entity. This view would permit tearing open any part of a plastic

package in which two pieces were not sealed together.?? This view should

not be relied upon, and one should only tear apart plastic (that was not

sealed together) in a destructive manner, as described above (see Sections

B, C).* However, this view does provide an additional basis to act leniently
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in a situation in which there is some other reason for leniency.

H. Korei’a and Disposable Packages

Some poskim write that boxes and bags that are made to be disposed of

as soon as they are emptied of their contents are considered batel to food

they contain, and are therefore like the peel of a fruit, which is exempt

from koreia. Accordingly, these poskim permit tearing such packages even

in a constructive manner.?* However, many poskim disagree with this and,

therefore, one should treat disposable packages as fully subject to koreia.
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In situations where there is some basis to permit tearing open disposable

packages, this lenient view provides additional grounds to act leniently.*

I. Tearing Threads

Koreia only applies to something that has some width, like cloth or leather,

and therefore could be subject to fofeir, sewing. Accordingly, it is permitted

to tear a string, which would be tied, not sewn.?” For example, one may cut
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a string that is tied around a box to hold it closed. (Note that, according to

some poskim, the knot should not be cut.)*

N2 MWNM RN 1AW T RO
DIPNI XYW LINn pmi» MORY OIpn W
NITT (ow) H”XT PYRD R"9737 INd ,Wpn
1NNY 912 R IWR XINWI HInaT own
P2 PPN Taan 0 )WY TWON N
NP RN, T30 NND1 HINN NPPoD T HY
DY YINan Mwp Hann TwRd Har | [jparm]
NXPI) D731 12 Ww RDDIP IR 172N 1)
LRIN PIN TIN NPT W RDT VWD LT3
mopopn AR 2TV YINNDY P NonT
INIAN DY (Dw DIPI2) X2 12T OXYD
X’X) 31097 (X’ "0 PW 1°D) NAW NDOIMNA
(M Yo Pw o) 770 L,(0 pUo YW 0

.0 93V 25p 10 X PYN NMIR) N7ARM

P’0 0W) N2 MIWNI PYH MPNon , 0InN
PN N IPRY PN H327 5935 ANdW (1
WWI RPYT RINT YNWMIPR,pIIY 212 1PN
72 MWNIT IWORI Y PPN YW MoK
IRT IWPN DpRa VINA PIINYI R
IWPN 0PN XYW YIR ,PIN Dwn MoK
w1257 °0Y PR PV IR DI Pnnn v
D37 (X3 p’o OW) NI MIWNI XN
NNPW TV DI TOPNNY WY IPRY WP
WRY WP DWN T 0 1 a0 Yyl
1PNNY T PRI TWYI W RDP Y
2200W WP prIY MOX PR O3 ,N0ra
NIINAW (3 1°0) NN PPV .RDDIPN

wabn nuwa

22 | Opening Packages on Shabbos

0n9aR %11

0N PI7°31 PNT 21D (P P’0 RN PW 10°0)
NVY VN1 PRT DIYN XM L yNp Iwn
JNen nw

DW31 (X o Pw o) X700 N 730 .28
NYUPMY NN M anbw Yw N
ROV *9137 1w b Y13 XD mnwni
197 922717100 ROR WY IPR INW |pnY
Y RXPI0T I PIX D ONY D IR
Dwn] P2 MOR JIINA TIPWI RPITT
DN [R”ND72 NRIMN ANWRIN AVTY RID PPN
PYD W 0 YNWN N 2T MIPWP INY
J922w mmmn o Hyw vin pmk Inmy| 1
PNA2 Y27 PR OXT D IR Dpn Do
,27OR NAWY NIWN ROR NNNON YW IWpn
7772 MWN1 X719 D7V R Y0 Py
R ORW R”07 70w 70 .00 p’o ow)
M2 NORY W’ IR DAY TV IPNAY T
TOW IPRY POV 1 LR PYDI ANV
MPI WP RIN WP DY MR 1PN
TPXAND 1IN 1 32T 1PNNY NORY

PYo ow) TNM T OWIY Hpwn

nNON2 Mo D) YVXT POND RV NI
(0 Yo TP MIIRD T WD 1 PID
RTY Wpn DIpna XOw Yann pninaT
2aNN pRINWI P ,7PIN YW MUK PRY
DIWN 12 WOT TTRY W wnn TWwpn Dipni
12 .7 07 Yy Huanm wpnw ) nn
(X917 20 T pHn) NAW NPWI NIW1A TT8N



Chapter Three

Mechateich

A. The Definition of Mechateich

The melachah of mechateich, literally, “cutting,” is violated by someone

who cuts something to a specific size.'! Cutting an item without concern

for its size is not a violation of mechateich.?
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It appears that cutting qualifies as mechateich whenever someone needs
to be careful to cut to an appropriate size and he is not just cutting the
object because it is too big for his purposes or because he needs to give
part of it to someone else. Therefore, several poskim write that one violates
mechateich if he needs what he is cutting to be, for example, between 2”

and 4” long, even though he does not need it to be exactly 3” long.’

B. Creating an Object and Adjusting
an Object’s Size

Mechateich can take place in two ways: A. If one cuts a piece off an object,
for example, a bolt of cloth, because he needs a piece of that specific size.

B. If one cuts off some of an object, for example, a wooden beam, because

0n9aR *1a

7 PRIWN IR POYIN 77T 0TI, (W PR
0D NIPYP TIT VIR Y

YY1 (n pId X pHn) NIW PI1 7001 L3
7 TINYn 107 7TW MO0 Yp) NIW MNIN
A2 TOPNY IPNY PIRW 1ANI (RO

N"OOW DIRP NI TR TRD NPYTH
mMaLN ,ARY 43 TN 102 7TW MY YIp)

P9I 13 19) (p Ty 3 pon nawi naw
0°7290 (1Op Ty X pHN Naw 3w vin) XY
Yy MY5N0n NPR Y W ORY NI Ipvnw
TOPN MIPN TN APR JNRY JINY 1277
12 ™I T PRW 30N NN OX 2IR 7700 5y
TOPN PN T PR 01T 12T DY wnwng
YT 19,0777 TR RIIN0ND .00 Y
1 PHMHR T 1) 978T PORD K7D
N"0OW IPRINY W DD (7 "0 v D
N2 PY (FWN TNY 2 PON NAw MY yp)

(T7120) DRI 7T I 1IINNY

24 | Opening Packages on Shabbos

N L[(x 1257 R pID) Naw Mm% w1 07ann
N°277 (3 717w 2 pID) 1IN INND 71°D 7901
WRWI 133770 MORY 07071 INdW 0T
NT DWW 0931 P70 0NN YV TOPN
TW °0) A'ND7 ANdW 717 Y] 77N0 17
,01N1 *pNoM 93 NNDY TNORT (X P’ 172wn
NUP M D RYIIR, [N TNEY ROR IMNIPR
INIAN 12V .07 PIIY I NP ANT TN
ANDW (Y0 PYO Y D) 177 YW 1173
NON NOR I PRINTN DY TPOPNIPNI DN
211N DIN NWYN RINY DWW 071910 711710
P77 ,2°09 1INOW M2 WM Y70y nawh
777 AN TONRY W WININA T N OR
1ORYND IR 039 D5 HYT ,HOYNn Too7
N7 T R0 W D 1 PYN) YR 1T NYwD
N2) MUY’ AW 071070 717 WIIn (19
PPUT NV IRT DIWN NP0 I’ and
1”7 » Y0 DV 0’0 19510 MIN°) 3771‘7 MNOR



the object is too big or the wrong shape to serve a purpose he wishes to

use it for.*

C. Intent to Adjust the Object’s Size

Cutting an object is only mechateich if doing so serves to adjust the item’s

size as desired. Cutting for another reason is not mechateich, even when

one is particular about the item’s size. Thus, for example, cutting loose

strings that stick out of a garment is not mechateich because the garment’s

dimensions are not altered.®
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D. Something That Will Inmediately Be Disposed of

Because mechateich is cutting an object to a size that is needed for some

purpose, there is no concern of mechateich when one cuts something that

he will immediately throw in the garbage.® Accordingly, even poskim who

consider twisting off a bottle cap and thereby severing it from the ring that

remains on the bottle to be mechateich, agree that there is no concern of

mechateich if the cap will be disposed of immediately.”
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E. An Object That Is Clearly Defined

Many poskim maintain that it is not mechateich to separate two defined

and clearly distinct things that are merely connected to each other, as one

does not need to be careful to cut them to the appropriate size.® Thus,

there is no concern of mechateich in separating things such as freeze pops,

puddings, and string cheeses, that come packaged in individual units that
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are connected to each other by a thin sheet of perforated plastic.” Similarly,

one of the reasons that twisting open a bottle cap is not mechateich

according to most poskim is that the cap is clearly defined and it does not

take effort or concentration to cut it to the appropriate size."
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F. Making a Hole

Making a hole or an opening in an object, without changing the object’s

dimensions, is not mechateich."! Thus, opening a soda can or some other

can by pulling up the aluminum ring does not present a concern of

mechateich.” (Opening these cans does, however, involve other potential

issues, as will be discussed in Chapter 10, Sections A, B.)
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G. Opening a Package Where Indicated

Many food packages are marked “open here” in a spot where the package

can more easily be torn open. Although there is no inherent benefit to

opening the package in that spot, perhaps it could be argued that a

consumer who opens the package there violates mechateich because he

wants to cut it to the precise size that the manufacturer indicated, which is

the easiest thing for him to do. There is no clear consensus in the poskim

about this.'* Of course, if the indication is an actual division, so that the

two parts of the package are already defined clearly as such, mechateich

does not apply, as above (in Section E).
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H. Mechateich With the Hands

Mechateich is not limited to cutting with a knife and may also be violated

with one’s hands. Someone who uses his hands to break or tear something

to a specific size violates mechateich d’Oraysa if it is normal to do it that

way and mechateich deRabbannan if it is not."
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Chapter Four

Asiyas Pesach

A. The Definition of Asiyas Pesach

Just as it is assur, based on the issur of tikkun maneh, to create a k’li on
Shabbos, it is also assur to create a pesach, an opening, within an existing
K’li. If a pesach will be used both to take things out of the k’li and to put
things into it, its creation is assur mid Oraysa, and if things will only be

taken out through a pesach, its creation is assur mideRabbannan.'

B. Reopening a Pesach

Reopening a pesach that had previously been open and then closed is
mutar, regardless of how well it was sealed, provided that it was closed
with the understanding that it would be reopened at some point. A pesach
that was sealed with the understanding that it would remain sealed may
not be reopened even if the seal is easily undone.?
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C. A Hole that Will Only Be Used to

Empty the K’li Once

In contrast to making a k’li, which is a significant action regardless of the

maker’s intentions, making a pesach in an existing k’li, if it is the inferior

type of k’li called musteki, is only considered fixing or improving the k’li

if the pesach will be used on a regular basis. For example, in the Gemara’s

case of making a hole in the side of a barrel, the hole will regularly be

used to remove wine from the barrel, which will repeatedly be refilled.

Making a hole in a musteki that will only be used to empty its contents
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once is not asiyas pesach. Thus, because a disposable package qualifies as a

musteki (see Chapter 1, Section B), it is not asiyas pesach to make a hole in

a disposable package through which its original contents will be removed,

even if those contents will be removed over an extended period of time.’
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D. A Nice Opening

The poskim assert that it is assur to make a pesach yafeh, a nice opening,

even in a kK’li musteki, in which a pesach that is not nice may be made.*

However, this is only because it may be assumed that a nice opening will

be used on a regular basis and, therefore, a nice opening may be made in a

disposable package, in which it will only be used to empty the package of

its contents once.’

An additional rationale for leniency in the case of disposable cans that can

only be opened neatly, with a can opener or a pull-ring, is that opening
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them that way is not viewed as making a nice pesach but rather as accessing

their contents in the only way possible. The can is unlike the Gemara’s case

of a barrel, which one chooses to puncture neatly or otherwise.®

19 DY 2p3 NWYN PrTPTa 1000 NN
7IN IRWT L0711 W YURT TUI
777297 IMN132,771PIWA MDY TWORY
JWOR PRW NDDIPA YIR phpy 1aw
mnoy XN AT T 172w Mnn?
TOWYW NN?N KXPIAT I 127 ,Pwona
NNy AWIYI 2WnI 17 PR RODIPN PIITY
TPIWORA 7771 XODP NI KON 93
YN TI27 Py D7V, npTH mp 1
1”7 707 P20 T pHn) NAW NNWI 1MW and

Rahyill

0n9aR %12

XY N XA 1p3n NX AWy’ ONX O3 RINM
N1 O9IR] TR0V, NND WY DIWN 1A R
,INN% NNDN OV WRnwn WRWI P PRnY 110
PI2T PRY (71 12°0) TRXIPNINIANIY 7N PY HIR
Pon naw) MadN YIIPa TV PV [onom
YPRIMP W DW1A (MM 1”7 NN Moy 31
1 pon maw) HRIW AR MYHND [ R'VHY

27810 0nY (M Ty

DRUW K277 (X Py P pId) NIW PI11 .6
mnoY M PR DVRT IRIIWIN TWNNY
TON RN ANRIDT TN PWINI ROIIP

Chapter 4 « Asiyas Pesach | 37






Chapter Five

Guf Atum

A. The Ruling of the Chazon Ish

The Chazon Ish zt”] wrote that the type of metal can in which tuna and
vegetables are sold may not be opened on Shabbos because doing so creates
a k’li. He explained that the can is not usable when it is a “guf atum,” a
completely sealed object, and it is therefore not a k’li until it is opened.
Once opened, the can qualifies as a k’li because people would use empty
cans to store things like nails and soap, and because the can is used to hold
the food it comes with until that food is removed completely.! (See Sections
D, E below regarding opening a can nowadays, when people generally do

not reuse disposable containers.)

The Chazon Ish maintained that even if someone wished to open a metal
can with intent to immediately empty it of its contents and dispose of it,
so that it would not become a k’li, this would still be assur mideRabbannan

because it could lead a person to open a can with intent to reuse it.
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Moreover, he felt it might even be assur mid’Oraysa because the opener’s
intention might be irrelevant in light of the fact that he created the type of
object that would be used by other people.’

(According to the Chazon Ish, the discussion in the preceding chapter
about ways in which a pesach may be made in a k’li is only relevant to
the type of k’li that is not a guf atum, such as, a barrel, which is open at
the top and therefore a usable k’li. Even if the barrel is covered with a lid
and sealed, the lid is not actually part of the barrel and the barrel is still
considered usable. Opening that type of k’li may involve asiyas pesach but
does not involve creating a k’li.)
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Many poskim disagreed with the Chazon Ish and asserted that metal cans

qualify as keilim even while they are completely sealed and, therefore,

opening one does not create a new k’li.* It was customary to permit

this in many places.” Nevertheless, because many recent poskim were

concerned about the Chazon Ish’s view, it should be followed.® (See

further in Sections D, E below.)
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B. The Definition of a Guf Atum

A gufatum is a container that is completely closed, and will not be reopened

in the same place that it was sealed by the manufacturer.’

A container that will be reopened where it was sealed is not a guf atum

because it is considered to have an opening even when that opening is

temporarily sealed.® Thus, for example, removing the thin sheets of plastic

or aluminum foil that are used to cover yogurts, prepared salads, or coftee

jars does not convert a guf atum into a k’li because the containers openings

always existed.
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Moreover, even if the layer of aluminum foil was put in place before the

container was formed, as is done in the manufacture of the round cardboard

containers used with some instant coffee, breadcrumbs, and other things,

so that there was no point at which the k’li had an opening, it still does

not qualify as a guf atum. This is because it is clear that the aluminum foil

cover, which is a different material than the cardboard container, is not

part of the container, so, the container is considered open even when the

cover is in place.’
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C. Plastic Bags

Sealed plastic bags, which must be torn to be opened, such as, freeze-pops
and Israeli milk bags, are similar to aluminum cans in that someone who

opens them creates a usable k’li out of a guf atum."

A bag that is reopened in the place where two parts of it were sealed
together, such as, snack bags that are opened by pulling apart the two sides
at the top, where they were glued together, is not subject to this concern."

D. Cans That Are Emptied at One Meal

Nowadays, when most cans are generally disposed of soon after being

opened, it appears that the Chazon Ish would agree that opening a can is
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generally not considered creating a k’li."* Even if the can will hold the food

for the time it takes to finish the meal, it appears that this does not cause

the can to be considered a k’li that is used for storage."
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E. Containers That Are Not Emptied in One Meal

The Chazon Ish explained that one of the reasons an open can qualifies
as a k’li is that “occasionally, its contents are not all eaten in one sitting.”
This would seem to suggest that one may not open a guf atum if he will
leave some of the food in it until a later time, even if the container will
be disposed of as soon as it is emptied, because that would be considered

creating a k’li that will be used for storage.'*

However, some poskim maintain that merely leaving food in a can does not
cause the can to become a k’li. They explain the words of the Chazon Ish
to mean that a can becomes a k’li because someone who takes food out of
the can and then decides to save it for later use will return it to the can for

storage. Using the can to store that food, like using the can to store nails
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or soap, is a function that the can could not be used for previously and

opening the can for that purpose creates a kK'li.">

If this explanation is correct, then, nowadays, when disposable containers

are generally used only until their contents are removed, and leftover

food is generally not returned to them, the Chazon Ish would agree that a

disposable guf atum may be opened by someone who intends to dispose of

it as soon as it is emptied.'®

In practice, it appears that a guf atum may be opened even if it will be

used to hold its contents for some time. However, because some poskim
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forbid this, as above, one should only do this in an irregular manner."”

For example, a can that is opened by pulling up a ring may be opened

with the teeth or with the pinky finger, and any guf atum may be opened

in a destructive manner. Opening a guf atum only partially is not only an

irregular way to open it, but it also leaves the k’li incomplete and therefore

does not qualify as creating a K’li."®
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Chapter Six

Mocheik

A. “Erasing” Letters

One should avoid tearing or breaking a letter while tearing open a package

because doing so is a violation of the melachah of mocheik, erasing,

according to one view in the poskim.! Where it is impossible to access

the food otherwise, one may rely on a lenient view and tear letters while
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opening a package.? This should preferably be done in an irregular manner,

for example, with the left hand.’

One may also rely on the lenient view with respect to his chinuch obligation

and it is not necessary to insist that children avoid tearing letters when

opening a package (see Chapter 7, Section E).

Breaking a word by tearing between two letters is not mocheik.*
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B. “Erasing” Pictures

Tearing or breaking pictures is also a form of mocheik and should also be

avoided when opening packages.’

Simple shapes and designs that are merely used to decorate packages and

do not represent specific things may be broken.® The poskim debate whether
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barcodes, which scanners can use to identify a product, but which appear

as simple lines to the human eye, are considered meaningful pictures or

simple shapes.”

C. “Erasing” Part of a Letter or Picture

Just as it is only mocheik when one “erases” a letter or a picture that

represents something, so too, is it only mocheik if the letter or picture

becomes “erased” to the point where it is no longer the same letter or

picture. It is therefore mutar to merely thin out a letter or picture if the

basic shape remains intact.?
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D. Letters or Pictures That Are Formed and Broken
when a Package Is Opened and Closed

Some packages have letters or pictures on the part of the package that is
designed to be opened and closed, so that the letters or pictures are formed
when the package is closed and broken when the package is opened. If
one cannot access the type of food that is in the package without opening
a package of this type, it is mutar for him to open it. He may close it if
he wishes to keep the remainder fresh to be eaten later on Shabbos. This
package is equivalent to a book that has letters or pictures on the ends of
the pages, which may be opened by someone who wishes to use it and does
not have access to another of the same book that does not have writing on
its side.’
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Chapter Seven

General Rules Regarding
Opening Bottles and Packages

Introduction

This chapter will discuss some general halachos as they apply to opening
bottles and packages. May bottles and packages be opened on Yom Tov?
May they be used after they’ve been opened in a forbidden manner? May

one ask non-Jews, minors, or someone who is lenient, to open them?

A. Opening Bottles and Packages on Yom Tov

The halachos of opening bottles and packages on Yom Tov are practically
identical to those of Shabbos. Therefore, all discussions in this sefer
apply to Yom Tov as well.

Items that may not be opened on Shabbos because of tikkun maneh or
makeh bepatish, have the same halachos on Yom Tov. For example, opening
a can, which makes a usable k’li out of a guf atum (see Chapter 5, Section
A), and opening a cap which allows it to be fully functional (see Chapter 8,

Sections A, B), are assur on Yom Tov much as they are on Shabbos.!
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Regarding other melachos such as koreia and mechateich, there may be
room to be lenient on Yom Tov. However, because these melachos can be
avoided by opening the item in a destructive manner, one should not be

lenient on Yom Tov to open them in a normal manner.?

B. Bottles and Packages Opened in
a Forbidden Manner

If a bottle or package was opened in a forbidden manner, one may still
use its contents on Shabbos. Regarding the bottle cap itself: if the cap
was opened accidentally, it may be reused. If it was opened intentionally,
only plastic caps may be reused on Shabbos; metal caps may not be

reused until after Shabbos.

Using the contents of a package or a bottle that was intentionally opened

in a forbidden manner is permitted for a number of reasons:

A. When food is cooked on Shabbos, the cooked item becomes assur. This
rule is extended to other melachos as well. However, some argue that this
rule only applies if the object is intrinsically changed by the melachah. For
example, if an object was carried out of the eruv on Shabbos, it may still be
used, since it is not intrinsically changed by being carried. By this logic,
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the contents of an opened package may also be used since they are not
changed by the package being opened.’

B. In our case, there are further grounds for leniency, as the melachah
is performed on the package or bottle, and the contents themselves are
entirely untouched by the melachah. It is likely that even those stringent
regarding carried objects would permit using the contents of such a
package or bottle.*

C. Since there is a permissible way to achieve the same results (i.e., by
first puncturing the bottle cap or opening the package in a destructive
manner), it is not considered truly benefiting from the melachah done on
Shabbos.’

If a metal bottle cap was intentionally opened on Shabbos, because the
overwhelming consensus of the poskim agree that such a bottle should not
be opened (see Chapter 8, Section A), it is muktzah until after Shabbos.®
However, regarding plastic bottle caps, because there is more room to be
lenient and allow opening them (see ibid., Section B), if the bottle was

already opened one may reuse the cap on Shabbos.” If the bottle was opened
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unintentionally, even the metal cap may be reused on Shabbos.?

C.AskingaNon-Jewto OpenBottles and Packages

One may ask a non-Jew to open a bottle on Shabbos if it has a plastic
cap. He should not ask a non-Jew to open a metal bottle cap. Likewise,
regarding other packages, if there is substantial reason to allow
opening them on Shabbos (i.e., established poskim permit opening
these packages on Shabbos, even if the halachah is to be stringent), one
may ask a non-Jew to open them.

The primary intent of the non-Jew opening the bottle is to enable the Jew
to drink from it. Since he realizes that the bottle will need to be closed and
opened afterwards, his secondary intent is to fashion a functional cap that
can be reused. Seemingly, there are no grounds to be lenient and ask the
non-Jew to open the bottle, as that is tantamount to asking him to fashion
a working cap.’
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However, there are other grounds for leniency here. Many poskim write

that wherever there is a disagreement among established poskim whether

a particular action is mutar on Shabbos, even if the halachah is to be

stringent, one may ask a non-Jew to do it. Although relying on a lenient

opinion when the established halachah is to be stringent is not universally

accepted, in cases where there is no clear consensus among the poskim

prohibiting the activity, one may be lenient."
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Therefore, regarding plastic bottle caps, although one should be stringent

and not open them, as it may be tikkun maneh or makeh bepatish (see

Chapter 8, Section B), there is room for leniency in asking a non-Jew to

do so. This is because there is no clear halachic psak that prohibits opening

plastic caps, and the stringency is because of the severity of Shabbos."
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With metal bottle caps, there is much less ground for leniency (see Chapter
8, Section A). Therefore, one should not be lenient in directly asking a
non-Jew to open such a bottle cap on Shabbos. Instead, one may tell the
non-Jew that he cannot drink from the bottle as long as it is closed. If the
non-Jew then decides to open it on his own, one need not protest."

As far as other packages are concerned, it depends on the reasoning offered
above. If there are renowned poskim who permit opening these items on
Shabbos, even if one is accustomed to being stringent, he may ask a non-
Jew to open it. For example, one may ask a non-Jew to open a “freeze pop”
for a child on Shabbos. Even though one should be stringent and not open
freeze pops on Shabbos (see Chapter 12, Section I), since many poskim are

lenient, a non-Jew may be asked to open them.
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D. Asking a Child to Open Bottles and Packages

An adult who concludes that it is assur to open a particular bottle or
package on Shabbos should not ask a child to open it for him (regardless
if he arrived at that conclusion through learning the sugya or accepted

the psak from his primary rav).

If one merely refrains from opening the bottle or package as a stringency
but is not personally clear if it is assur to open such items, he may ask
a child to open on his behalf. Even if one’s father was stringent, or if he
was instructed not to open the item by a rav who is not his main rav, he

still may ask a child to open for him.

In a case of great need - for example, if one has many guests and forgot
to open bottles before Shabbos, some poskim permit asking somebody
else’s child to open them in an unusual manner (e.g., holding the cap
and turning the bottle).

A potential reasoning behind asking a child to open a bottle or package
on his behalf: An adult is only allowed to drink kiddush on Friday night in
conjunction with the meal. When the need arises, such as kiddush in shul
on Friday night, one may give a child the kiddush wine to drink even if no
meal follows. This is allowed because there are those who allow even an
adult to drink kiddush wine even when there is no meal. Although we do
not follow this opinion in practice, we may rely on this leniency when it
comes to a minor."”” Following this reasoning, it should be mutar to give a
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child a bottle or package to open, as there are poskim who even allow an

adult to open them.™

On the other hand, it is not clear that this logic applies here. Drinking

kiddush without a meal is only a assur mideRabbannan (and there are

other factors to allow it as well, see footnote). Perhaps that is the basis for

allowing a child to drink without a meal. The concept does not equally

correspond to opening bottles and packages, which may involve an issur

mid Oraysa."” Additionally, it is questionable if this idea applies to all issury
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mideRabbannan.'® The logic should thus not be extended in this case.

Therefore, if after learning the sugya well, one reached the conclusion that

it is assur to open a bottle or package, or received a psak from his main

rav that it is assur to open, then he may not give to a child to open. On the

other hand, someone who is strict because that is what his parents did or

what his rebbeim taught him, or because he accepted this ruling from a rav

that is not his main rav, he may ask a child to open."”
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When needed for a mitzvah (e.g., a Shabbos or Yom Tov meal), one may

ask somebody else’s child to open a bottle in an unusual manner. Doing

melachah in an unusual manner (such as turning the bottle and holding

the cap) is only assur mideRabbannan. Several poskim rule that it is mutar

to ask a child to do something that is assur mideRabbannan, provided that

it is: a) somebody else’s child, b) not done regularly, and c) for a mitzvah."

If there is a non-Jew available, one should preferably ask the non-Jew to

open the bottle as explained above (Section C).
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E. Stopping a Child from Opening Bottles
and Packages

If there are renowned poskim who permit opening an item on Shabbos,

one need not prevent a child from opening the item. This applies even if
the adult would not open the item himself. One may even hand the item
to a child, as long as the child is not specifically instructed to open it.

Some poskim maintain that a parent may rely on the more lenient view
when it comes to the obligation of chinuch. This is because a parent is
only required to teach his child the accepted halachah. Thus, even if the
parent himself refrains from a certain activity, whether he arrived at
that conclusion through learning the sugya or accepted the psak from
his primary rav, he need not stop his child from doing it."”” For example,
although one should not open “freeze pops” (see Chapter 12, Section I) or
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“juice boxes” (see Chapter 9, Section C) in the normal manner, one is not

required to stop his child from doing so. Furthermore, one may even hand

over the item to the child as long as one doesn't instruct the child to open

it A competent Rav should be consulted to determine what the accepted
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halachah is.*!

F. Opening Bottles and Packages for Someone

Who is Stringent

If someone concludes that it is assur to open a particular bottle or

package on Shabbos he should not allow someone who is lenient to
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open them for him (regardless if he arrived at that conclusion through
learning the sugya or accepted the psak from his primary rav). This
holds true even if the opener drinks from the bottle.

If one merely refrains from opening bottles or packages as a stringency
but is not personally clear if it is assur to open them, he may ask
someone who is lenient to open them on his behalf. Even if one’s father
was stringent, or if he was instructed not to open them by a rav who is

not his main rav, he still may ask somebody lenient to open for him.

There are poskim who maintain that there is no concern of lifnei iveir (the
issur against causing another to sin; literally: putting a stumbling block
in front of someone) in asking a friend who is lenient to open the bottle
or package for him, even though he maintains that it is assur. This is
because they both are aware that some opinions permit opening bottles or
packages and others forbid it. Someone who opens bottles or packages has
a right to rely on the lenient psak. As such, one is not causing his friend to

“stumble.”?
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However, contemporary poskim are only lenient if there is no clear issur
involved, and one merely took on an additional stringency. In such a case,
one may ask a friend to open the bottle or package, since he himself knows
that he is being strict as an extra level of concern, while there is room to
be lenient.

Similarly, someone who is strict because that is what his parents did or
what his rebbeim taught him, or because he received this psak from a rav
who is not his main rav, may ask his friend to open the bottle or package
for him. If, on the other hand, after learning the sugya well, he reached the
conclusion that it is assur to open the bottle or package and that there is no
sufficient room to be lenient, or accepted this psak from his primary rav,

then he may not ask his friend to open them for him. Since, in his opinion,
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those who permit this activity are mistaken, it is indeed lifnei iveir to ask

his friend to do s0.?

It is assur to ask a friend to open the bottle or package, regardless of

whether the friend benefits from opening it. He is still causing his friend

to “stumble” for his sake. The friend takes the benefit only in order to allow
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the item to be opened; his primary intention is to open it for the other

person.**
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PART TWO

Practical
Applications

This section applies the halachos
explained in Part One to food packages

commonly found in modern households.






Introduction

In chapters 1- 6 we discussed the various melachos that opening a package
on Shabbos could potentially involve. In the coming section we will apply
this information practically. We will discuss tens of common packages
and explore the concerns that opening them on Shabbos could potentially
involve and if and how those concerns can be avoided.

A Brief Summary of the Preceding Chapters

As the coming section relies heavily on the preceding chapters and makes
frequent reference to them, we will briefly review the parts of those chapters
that are most relevant to opening packages on Shabbos.

Chapter One: Soseir

Many poskim assert that any disposable package qualifies as a musteki (an
inferior type of keili), which may be destroyed to gain access to its contents
if they are needed for Shabbos.

Chapter Two: Koreia

Tearing is only assur mid’Oraysa if it is constructive. According to most
poskim, a keriah may be considered constructive even if the torn object
will not be sewn back together.

Destructive keriah is generally assur mideRabbanan but it is mutar for a
Shabbos need. Any keriah that ruins the item to some degree, such as, a
rip that extends a few centimeters further into a package than it typically

would, is considered destructive.

Separating objects that were glued together with the understanding that
they would be attached for at least seven days is a form of koreia according
to some poskim. According to many poskim, if the objects were glued
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together to be sold, with the understanding that the consumer would
eventually separate them, they may be separated even after more than seven
days. However, because there are poskim who forbid this, it is preferable

that such objects only be separated in an irregular manner.

Koreia applies only to soft materials that can easily be folded, such as,
paper, soft plastic, and cloth. Moreover, it is permitted to detach soft
material from a hard object to which it was glued.

Chapter Three: Mechateich

Mechateich is violated by someone who cuts something to a specific size.
Many poskim maintain that it is permitted to separate two clearly distinct
and defined objects that are merely connected to each other, as it does not
take effort or care to cut them to the appropriate size.

Making a hole or an opening in an object, without changing the object’s

dimensions, is not mechateich.

Chapter Four: Asiyas Pesach

It is assur to create a pesach, an opening, within an existing k’li. Reopening
a pesach that had previously been open and then closed is mutar, regardless
ofhow well it was sealed, provided that it was closed with the understanding

that it would be reopened at some point.

Making a hole in a musteki that will only be used to empty its contents
once is not asiyas pesach, even if those contents will be emptied over an
extended period of time. Thus, because a disposable package qualifies as
a musteki, it is not asiyas pesach to make a hole in a disposable package

through which only its original contents will be removed.

According to some poskim, neatly opening a can with a can opener or
a pull-ring is not asiyas pesach because opening it that way is merely

accessing its contents in the only way possible.
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Chapter Five: Guf Atum

The Chazon Ish maintained that opening a guf atum, a container that is
completely closed and will not be reopened where the manufacturer
sealed it, is forbidden on Shabbos because it is viewed as creating a k’li.
However, nowadays, when cans are generally disposed of soon after being
opened, it appears that the Chazon Ish would agree that opening a can is

not considered creating a k’/i.

According to some poskim, it is assur to open a guf atum that is not
emptied in one meal because this creates a storage k’li. However, other
poskim disagree and one may act leniently and open the container in an

irregular manner.

Chapter Six: Mocheik

One should avoid tearing or breaking a letter while tearing open a package
because doing so may be a violation of the melachah of mocheik. If it is
impossible to access the food otherwise, one may rely on a lenient view
and tear letters while opening a package.

All Packages Should Be Opened Before Shabbos

It must be stressed that all packages that must be broken or ripped in
some way for their contents to be accessed should be opened before
Shabbos. Although, as we will see, the vast majority of packages may be
opened on Shabbos if necessary, there are usually views in the poskim that
prohibit opening any given package, and it is preferable that those views be
followed by opening packages in advance of Shabbos.!
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Chapter Eight

Screw-Top Bottle Caps

Introduction

There is a well-known dispute amongst the poskim regarding opening
bottle caps on Shabbos. In this chapter we will explain the reasoning of
the various opinions. Additionally, we will discuss the differences between
plastic bottle caps and metal bottle caps, and whether there are universally
acceptable methods of opening bottles, such as destroying or discarding
the cap. (Regarding asking a non-Jew, a minor, or one who is lenient to
open the bottles, see Chapter 7.)

A. Metal Bottle Caps

Metal bottle caps (8-1) with tamper-evident

oy,

{leca
— so, one should not protest against someone

— =

seals should not be opened on Shabbos. Even

who is lenient with this matter. (See below
for permissible methods of opening.)

Most bottle caps are made with a ring attached
to the bottom of the cap, as a tamper-evident
(8-1) seal. When the bottle is opened for the first
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time, the ring separates from the cap and remains on the bottleneck.
According to many poskim, this may be an issur d'Oraysa of tikkun maneh
or makeh bepatish. The reasoning for this is that the cap is not usable for
covering and uncovering the bottle as long as it is attached to the ring. By
detaching the ring, the cap becomes a functional K’li.!

Although the cap is an adequate cover even before it is opened; still, it only
becomes functional once it can be used to open and close the bottle at will.
As long as the cap is attached to the ring, even though it is covering the
bottle, it is not considered a complete cap. Therefore, according to many
poskim opening the cap renders it fully useful, which may be tikkun maneh
or makeh bepatish.?

Some bottle caps do not have a ring that breaks off. Instead, the bottom
widens enough so it can be easily removed. These caps also present an
issue of tikkun maneh or makeh bepatish, since the caps cannot be used to

open and close the bottle normally until the bottom widens.?
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Several poskim were lenient and allowed metal bottle caps to be opened
on Shabbos for various reasons.* However, many poskim were stringent,
as explained above. As such, one should be stringent and not open these
bottle caps on Shabbos. Nevertheless, one should not protest against
someone who is lenient and opens metal bottle caps on Shabbos, as there

are poskim who do permit it.

Some are concerned that opening the bottle cap is mechateich as well, as
the ring is broken off from the cap at a specific point, i.e., where the factory
separated most of the ring from the cap. However, according to many
poskim this is not an issue, being that the size of the cap is predetermined,
and it is visibly separate from the ring. As such, no precision is necessary in
the act of detaching the cap from the ring, ruling out concern of mechateich
(see Chapter 3, Section E).
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There is also no concern of koreia when the cap is detached from the ring,
as koreia only applies to pliable materials and not to stiff materials such
as the bottle cap and ring (see Chapter 2, Section G). Likewise, there is
no concern of asiyas pesach, since the bottle was already open at the top.
Removing the bottle cap uncovers a preexisting opening and does not

create a new one (see Chapter 4, Section B).

B. Plastic Bottle Caps

Although there is a sound reason to permit
opening plastic caps (8-2) (with a tamper
evident ring) on Shabbos, most prominent
poskim do not differentiate between metal
caps and plastic ones. Therefore, one should
be stringent and refrain from opening plastic

bottle caps. Nonetheless, one should not protest

“T 777 if others are lenient.
(8-2)

It is well-known that Hagoan Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt”], did
differentiate between metal caps, which he forbade opening on Shabbos,
and plastic caps, which he permitted. The difference is based on the method
of manufacture. A metal cap is made from a blank which is placed over the
top of the bottle. This blank is then stamped and formed to fit the bottle.
The unformed blank is loose and slightly larger than the top of the bottle,
and cannot function as a bottle cap yet. After it is fit to the top of the bottle,
it is still unusable due to the tamper seal. Only when the cap is opened
for the first time is it finally formed into a finished cap. Thus, the initial
opening of such a cap on Shabbos is tikkun maneh or makeh bepatish.

A plastic cap, on the other hand, is a fully formed cap before it is attached to
the bottle. The cap, with the ring, is screwed onto the bottle as is. Being so,
the cap is considered a finished product from the very beginning. Granted,
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the ring prevents the cap from being opened and closed normally as long as
it is attached, but this is not a deficiency in the design of the cap. The very
purpose of the ring is to keep the bottle tightly sealed and to show that it has
never been opened. Therefore, on a plastic cap the ring is not considered a
part of the cap which must be removed to allow the cap to function. Instead,
it is considered a separate item which adds a feature — tamper-proofing - to
the cap. Consequently, the act of disconnecting the ring from the cap does

not complete the cap, it merely removes this extra seal.’

Despite Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s reasoning, most poskim do not
differentiate between plastic caps and metal caps. They are concerned
there is an issur d’Oraysa of tikkun maneh or makeh bepatish to plastic
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bottle caps too, since they cannot be used normally as long as the ring

is attached.® Additionally, there is no clear proof to Rav Shlomo Zalman

Auerbach’s novel differentiation. Bearing all this in mind, and considering

that there is concern of an issur d’Oraysa, one should be stringent and not

open plastic bottle caps on Shabbos.”

It can be argued that it is possible to remove the cap with the ring still

attached, making the cap usable as is. There should thus be no issue with

detaching the cap from the ring. Nevertheless, although such caps can be
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screwed on the bottleneck fairly easily with the rings
attached, they can still only be removed again with
great difficulty (due to the “teeth” on the tamper-
evident band) (8-3). This renders the cap only semi-

functional as long as the ring is attached. Therefore,
removing the ring still improves the cap’s functionality.® (See the following
section for further discussion of this topic.)

There is no concern of violating the issur of mechatiech, koreia, or asiyas
pesach, as explained in Section A.

C. Plastic Caps with Flimsy Rings

With some plastic caps (8-4), if the ring
is removed together with the cap, and the
connection between the ring and the cap is
then strengthened with glue/tape, the cap
can then be easily opened and closed. One
may be lenient to open such caps in an
unusual manner, such as holding the cap

and turning the bottle.

Some plastic bottle caps, particularly on water bottles, do not have any
“teeth” on the tamper-evident ring. The ring is just another layer of plastic
(i.e., a fold). If the cap is pried off of the bottle together with the ring,
and the connection between the ring and the cap is then strengthened
with glue/tape, the cap can be used to open and close the bottle normally,
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without disconnecting the ring. (Without the glue, the ring tends to break
off, due to the weakness of the plastic.) With such caps, removing the ring
does not affect the functionality of the cap — it only shows that the cap
has been opened. If so, the cap is already complete even when the ring is
attached.’

However, if these caps are fully tightened to the bottle, the ring will get
stuck on the part of the bottle that juts out underneath the threaded
portion, making it difficult to remove the cap. Care must be taken not
to accidentally over-tighten the cap, an issue that does not arise once the
rings were removed from the cap. One can thus argue that removing the
ring would still be tikkun maneh, as it allows the user to freely tighten the
cap. This argument is not conclusive, however, since the cap is functional

and may otherwise be used normally even with the ring attached. It seems
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that at the very least, one can be lenient to open the bottle in an unusual

manner, such as holding the cap and turning the bottle."

Torely on this method, one must test the bottle before Shabbos to ensure that:
« The cap and ring are easily removed after they are glued/taped together.

« The bottle is securely closed and will not spill.

« Gas does not escape from carbonated beverages.

If these conditions are not met, separating the cap from the ring would be
considered a tikkun in the cap and therefore assur to open. It is important

to test every type of bottle separately as manufacturing methods change

over time.

D. Caps on Single-Serving Bottles

the bottle again.
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The caps on single-serving bottles (8-5), (such as small
12 oz. bottles of water or powerade) are not typically
put back on once removed, since most people drink
the entire contents of the bottle in one sitting. These
bottles may be opened in regular fashion on Shabbos,

provided that there is no intent to use the cap to close
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The intent of the opener to discard the cap is generally not sufficient to allow
opening a cap. Since separating the cap from the ring still forms a cap that
is usable to everyone else, this intent is contrary to the general practice and
therefore we say his intent is insignificant (see Section G below). In this
case, however, the cap is typically discarded since most people will finish
the bottle in one sitting. Being so, if the opener intends to discard the cap,
his intent is in line with the general practice, and therefore significant. He
may therefore open the bottle normally."

0n9aR %11

MINDY ORI, NN HY MU IPRY V1)
Y00 IPIINYI ppon

ORW PPl RNy Dipn W nwynin
NP )2 7200 NYIVAWI 0N TV 1IND
POND K7D WL POWT oY nwp
70X PPN MDY TYD 931 N DVRY
1R WNN 0N TV R RXOW 17 PrIpT
T2 PTPTY PIR PR NYI0N 091 X ppd
1179 RT] PROIY PPN Wwn Rom N
PR OINR .[(0Y P”O 7PN 1°0) NI MwNi
70 OW1 Y5 1205w 13 J2I03 172 T
Ypno W O Y3 HYT IR PN RVODW
,PPON TINRY 100 MPwaHR oppd mnob
P1apan mnob YN 17 03] Piapan 1100
NVW MNPXI,[Ppoin 1209 P12pan NNRD XN
PPD 931 Ypaw YIRT INRIIWIN TWUIN
PNV MYwn 18> W On ,pPuodd
W °197 NYRI19).0°PpD 200 93 Mnok
,0°0 *P1IpaAN N31IN ppo R"0HW IWTHYD
MDY Ypio ww OO0 021270 NIpOn

DY 11IN1W gyun Mrwa oo Yy

FIONT 2N (N’ PO RI0) WNNTNA NI .11
PRT RO R DY MRODP mnoY

90 | Opening Packages on Shabbos

JNIMDY WP RiPW 19IRI IRWI PPOi RiP
TNV, RID PPN WU

INWI 7301 H¥1 70 Y 111 I TYU)
JORY WW JWONT D07 NI DAY
INRW NI TR ONY WY DP1apa NP no
xRt mosy ] DVRT pOND R79MN
PNIT HVRT PYURD K7D WOV NN ONN
,O°0 PP1APa PR TR O PRY D°p1apa
WY RN NTT DIWN INMPND MOX) v
ovah Hpa nmah 9157 M9 ppon RPW
R"0HYW 70 IR RID PPN WD YR
2WNI NINW M3 ppon o PoT,pmT T
WNNwny IWON) INIRYND IMNY ppoh
MY MN] TR GYLN PIIRIW NI MY
nv>9171 723 HYN PPoN PONY IR [P1apan
1NN RINWI MY WNInwao 73 ANnnnm
PPON JpIN PR MO PO YIR [ Nvavd
2”81 PYURD R”D1VN WYNW N JoIR D11
WP R IR, PON TV AW ppon Mo
1D WWN pINTT R7OHYW 70 IR INMmo?
™M PROIY INRND 7T WInY PRI TR0
ORW VWD IR .71V 00 ppd NI
[n197] Pown [mrown 111] P1apan N
PPD NN PPONY NN RN INN Ipwn



This applies onlyif he truly intends to drink the entire contents of the bottle.

If, however, he does not intend to drink the entire bottle and plans to save

some for later, his intent to discard the cap is not enough to allow opening

it, since most people would not discard the cap in such circumstances.

This renders his personal intent not to use it insignificant."
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E. Caps with No Ring

A cap without a tamper-evident ring (8-6), whether metal,
(such as a Snapple cap), or plastic, (such as a grape juice
bottle with a plastic wrapper on top of the cap), may be

Srapp® opened.

| Since these caps are entirely functional before they are put

u on the bottle, and they are unchanged in the initial opening,
(8-6)

there is no issue whatsoever in opening them on Shabbos.
Caps that have a plastic wrapper over them may be removed on Shabbos, as

it is a destructive keriah made for a Shabbos need (see Chapter 2, Section B).

F. Making a Hole in the Cap

One may open any type of cap if the cap is
punctured first (8-7). (Care should be taken not
to destroy any words or pictures while puncturing
the cap.) The cap should be discarded immediately
upon opening and not reused. If a large hole is
made, rendering it ineffective as a cover, the cap
need not be discarded. Likewise, if the contents
are carbonated, the cap does not need to be

discarded even if only a small hole is made.

Many poskim allow opening a cap after a hole has been made in it. The
reasoning is that puncturing the cap breaks it, and opening it afterward
does not make it into a functional cap."
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A bottle cap has two functions: it stops things from entering and exiting
the bottle. It protects the contents of the bottle from dust and dirt, and it
stops liquids from spilling and gases from escaping.

If a small hole is pierced in the cap, it can still protect the contents from
outside contaminants, but it no longer serves to retain the contents if the
bottle is tipped over. Such a cap remains useful to some extent. Opening it
thus creates a semi-functional cap and should be assur."

However, if the cap is to be discarded, one is permitted to open it. In the
next section, we will explain that it is assur to open a cap based on the intent
to discard it. But that is only true when a fully functional cap is made. In
that case, even though the opener intends to discard the cap and not use
it, his intent is insignificant compared to the majority of people who would
use it, and he has created a useful cap despite himself. However, if the cap

is punctured and is thus only semi-functional, then we can take his intent
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to discard it into account, as most people would not want to use a damaged

cap.”

If a large hole is made in the cap, so that it can no longer perform any
of the functions of a regular cap well, it is not necessary to immediately
discard the cap.'® Likewise, if the bottle contains carbonated beverages,
even a small hole allows the gas to escape, and the cap is not considered

functional, as the contents will quickly go flat."”

The issur of s'tiras k’li on Shabbos does not apply here, since the cap is only
a k’li musteki, which may be destroyed for a Shabbos need (See Chapter 1,
Sections A, B)."® Care must be taken not to destroy letters or images (see
Chapter 6, Sections A, B).
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G. Discarding and Saved Bottle Caps

One may not open a bottle cap based on his intent to immediately
discard it. However, one may be lenient and open a plastic bottle cap
in an unusual manner, and immediately discard it. Similarly, one may
open a plastic bottle cap in an unusual manner if a replacement cap is
available from before Shabbos. In this case, he can even choose to keep
the bottle cap that is being opened and discard the replacement cap.

It seems clear from the Gemara that creating a useful item on Shabbos is
assur, even if the intent is to immediately discard it unused. This applies to
our case as well. The cap may not be opened simply because one intends
to discard it immediately. The reason for this is that most people would
be satisfied with the cap that was separated from the ring, since it can
now be used as a regular cap. Therefore, even though in this particular
instance the opener does not intend to use the cap, we consider his opinion
insignificant. The truth is that even he himself would gladly use the cap

were it not Shabbos."

Nevertheless, since there are poskim who allow one to open a bottle cap if

he intends to discard it immediately, one may be lenient regarding opening
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plastic bottle caps in an unusual manner (i.e., instead of grasping the bottle

and turning the cap, one should grasp the cap and turn the bottle). The cap

must be immediately discarded.”
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If a replacement cap is available from before Shabbos, one may open plastic
bottle caps if they are opened in an unusual manner.* In this case one may

choose to keep the bottle cap that is opened and discard the replacement cap.?

For every bottle that one plans to open on Shabbos, there must be that
number of opened caps from before Shabbos. If one plans to open numerous
bottles at the same time, he must make sure there is the identical number
of previously opened caps from before Shabbos. However, if the bottles
are opened one at a time, the same prepared cap can be reused again.
Hence, once the first bottle that was opened on Shabbos is emptied of its
contents, a new bottle may be opened and discard the bottle cap from the
first opened bottle.”

It is a good idea to have at least one bottle cap from any type of bottle
stored away from before Shabbos, to enable opening a closed bottle on

Shabbos in the process stated above.*
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It is permitted to open the cap if the ring
remains partially attached (8-8).

One may open a bottle cap if it is partially
opened in such a way that some of the
threads between the cap and the ring remain
attached. The rationale for this is that the

issur of tikkun maneh or makeh bepatish

only pertains when the item reaches its final state. If it will not remain in

this state, but will still be changed further, the issur of tikkun maneh or

makeh bepatish do not apply. Here too, since people do not leave bottle

caps attached to the rings, these issurim do not apply. Even if the cap can

be opened and closed while just one thread remains intact, it is not an issur

of tikkun maneh or makeh bepatish, since the cap is not yet complete.?®
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I. Partially Detaching the Ring Before Shabbos

Even if the ring was partially detached before Shabbos, it is assur to

break the remaining threads.

The cap is only partially useful while it is attached to the ring, as it

cannot be easily opened and closed. This is true even if the cap is almost
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entirely detached from the ring. Detaching the final threads creates a fully

functional cap, and is assur.*®

J. Removing the Cap with the Ring Attached
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It is mutar to remove the cap without
detaching it from the tamper-evident ring
(8-9). This can be done by prying the ring
upward with a knife so that it does not

break while turning.

This method avoids all concern of tikkun
maneh or makeh bepatish, since the cap

remains exactly as it was before it was put on

the bottle.?”
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