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Abstract of the Thesis: The Development of the Gustoms
Accepted by the Two Yeshivot in Babvlonia in the
Gacnic Period and Thelr Integration,Into

Haiachik Literature

No coﬁplebe study has'ever been made aboﬁt the
development o%@%&géoms, #ot on a gdobal scale nor - -
on & 1ocal"level; g8 the Jewlsh peoble exiled into their
various countries of the Diaspora, 'Only;here ana there
have studies been made of certain customs.on verious
_topics
The*custons themselves that have evolved during
the centuries, are widespread throughout the Halachik
literature, beginning with the Mishna and throughout
the period of the "Rishonim", But we still do not
- have the tools to inves¥igate fully their development
and ultimate acceptance or rejection by the community
gt large,

My study concentrates on one phase of this

development, namely t“at of the Gaonic period, I
foeus strictly on those custome that had glready been
accepted by the Qaonim, receivine the endorsement of
,» namely Sura and Pum-~

the "Two 3abylonisn Yeshivot"

beditna,



II

Some s¢holars have already-dea1; with the differenﬁ.
customs Letween these two achoolé, such 28 &ssaf's
1ist of differences, However, in this study we examlne
the opposits, where the heads and elders of the two
Yeshivot consent to these customs,

Unfertunately, we havé no histbric evidence as
to the prcocedure of establishing these customs as
accepted In both Yeshivot, It 1s quite possible that
during the various conventions, that are famous for
that period, these customs were discussed and accepted,

My study examines the Halachik bases fof thegs=
custems, and follows their integration into the Hal-
achik literature of Spain, Provence and Germany until
Rabeinu &lfzssl, Maimonides, the Tur and the Shulchen
“Aruch, My intenticn 1s to see whether it was accepted
universally, after 1t hgh been established in both
Yeghivet,

In tris work I investigateq geventy flve different
topics, iheir sources being the Response and rulines
of the Gaonim. .The zource is guoted, and then exazmined
to gee 1 &n earlier source can be found to prompt
the estsblishment of the custom, Sone customs were
found toc #volve through a guesticnable understanding

of = Talnudlc peegeage, zome by an historic circunsteance,
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In each case the sources describing the custom's
developmant through the Rishonim are quoted, Ths various

‘texts are arranged according to their order in the

The introduction discusses the historical back-
ground of the Two Yeshivot, the development of the
customs &nd their integration into the Slddurim of
Rav Amram Géon and Rav Sa'adya Gaon, and theip sccept-
ance by the Poskim, |

The understanding of the development of these
g cuétoms may make it possible to further the study of
Other customs, originating in the Gaonic period or =t
othsf times, Yet still the gcholarly wcrld'awaits
& global 2nd complete examination of the orlgins
and develooment of the varicus customs practiced

B
Y

throughout the generatioﬁs,



