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nabnt nidit nur bas WBbfe su meiden, fondern forts
frend nad) guten Pandblungen, fo viel wir Fnnen,
ftreben, . Dad vollfommenfle fittlide Befireben aber
: nidt blof Gingelnen Guted zu thun, fondern feine
ndlungen in mdglidft weiten Kreifen gemeinnfigig su

ihen.

€in gemeinniigiges Werk ju fiften, war aud),
irend idy bier, drgtlide Hiilfe fudend, weilte, meine
fidgt bei Herausgabe bed beriipmten Werled bed Mofed
aimonidbed: Jab hachafalah in 14 Biidern beftehend, von
n nun bad erfte Heft exfdyienen und von dem idh jept
¢ ieite Auegabe, sunddft fiir die ved Original-Werled
: nidyt ober nidyt vollfommen Kunbdigen, in einer deutfdyen
berfegung veranftaltet Habe.

Wenn fdyon der mdaditige Talmud Alen, bie ibn nidt
Driginale lefen dnnen, immer ein verfiegelter Brief
iben und fdwerlidh je wird durd) Ueberfegungen u:
ngli gemadit werden, fo fann bad Wer? ved Maie
mibed, frei von allen Disluffionen bded Falmuds und
b vornehmlidh aud) bad gange gefeblidhe Gebiet befjelben
ifaffend, wegen feiner fyftematifdy georbneten Darfteliung
b corvecten Spradye jedem [leidt dburd) Berdolmetfdhung
n Berftindnif gebradyt verden.

Maire  3eit  aber, die allen wiffenfdafliden G-

VI

madtigen madyt fie einfidtsvoll (SHiod 32, 8). MW
Nephefd wird die MWillendlraft, bas Handeln angedeut|
Die Perfon (Nepbefh), welde thut (Levit 18, 29
u. f. w. Die Dauptfadie von Allem ift bad verninft
fittlihe Hanbeln, denn bdarin offenbart ber Menfdy b
Cnoywed feiner Worziige. Denn fo lang er nod) b
Gute blof dentt, ift nody gar Fein Swed feines Denta
tund geworden.  Aeufert e nun diefe Gevanfen ve
mittelft ber Sprade, bann ift jwar bvas, was er 9
badyt, fund geworben, aber nody ift ¢8 nidyt in The
auferung ibergegangen, wodurdy der Swed bes Dente
erft erreicdht wird. Alfo bie That, das verniinftige Handel
b, 4. bie fittliche patdugerung ift der cigentliche Gndyw
bed benfenden Menfdhen.

Tyeffend flelt bied ein Audfprud) in Thana be
Gliah bar. Dort beift e8: (ALfH. 9.) [dH nehn
Himmel und Crde ju Jeugen der Wabrbeit an, b
Jeder, fowobl Jfvaclit ald Chrit, Mann ober Wei
Stlave ober Stavin bes Deiligen gdttlihen Geiftes m
in dem Maafe theilbaftig ift, als e verniinftig banbel
Oleidhen Sinn bat der Plalmoers (Pf. 34, 18.): Wer -i
ber Wann, der bas Beben begebrt, ber wiinfdyt glidlid
&Zage ju fehen?  €r bewabre feine Sunge vor dem Bifu
u. f. w., b i fittlih weifer Gebraud) ded Spradyve
migens; , Weide vom Bofen und thue Guted” fittli
verniinftiges Handeln; ,Sude Frieven und ftrebe iftm nad:
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Berlin, August 174, 1857.

I have known Jor sometime, the Rabbi, ELIAS SOLOWEYCZIK,
grandson of the renowned Rabbi Rabbi ChHajiM WoLozin,
I esteem him as a straight forward and learned man,
well read in the Talmud. At present he intends to publish a
Cammeutary 10 the great Maimonides’ work ¢ Yad Hachasaka.
The 2rogfs shewn lo me of this really useful work have salisfied
me very much, and I am therefore gratified lo join the recom-
mendations whick have already been granted to kim by several
Polish Rabbis, and recommend this worthy man to the support
of all those who take an interest in the difusion of lnowledye

of Jewish literature.

J. J. OETTINGER, Chicf Rabbi.

ULLMAN, S., Chicf Rabbi of France.
ISIDOR, —, Chief Rabbi of Paris.
SACHS, M., Rev. Dr., Berlin.
HIRSCH, REev. Dr., Frankfort-on-Maine.
ADLER, B. M., Frankfort-on-Maine.
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PREFACE.

“ A Mose usque ad Mosem, non extitit gualis Moses /"

THE wise observations, sound judgment and true impartia-
lity, which stamp this learned work—* Yap HACHAZAKAH,”
of Moses Maimonides—has induced me to transcribe its
pages into modern languages, so as to bring it within the
pale of the general reader. I have thus issued two editions
in Germany, which met with great success not only among
the Jewish Doctors, but also among the most eminent
Christian Scholars. Encouraged by that success, I resolved
on the compilation of an English version of that GEM of
ANTIQUITY.

All eulogy on the merits of the writings of this great
luminary, justly styled by the Rabbies “the Great Eagle of
Doctors” would be superfluous, since all the most renown
Hebraists of every age have regarded the writings of Mai-
monides as a great literary monument, and wisely remarked
that “ his works will be admired as long as they are under-
stood.” :

Much deploring that the Public in general have
hitherto been deprived of the perusal of these most valuable
researches and philosophical elucidations of Holy Writ,
by the decay into which the study of the Hebrew Lan-
guage fell, I trust that by throwing open the doors of that
great Labyrinth of moral and religious science to the general
reader, my aim may be fully realised—viz: that the
“ YAD HACHAZAKAH” may find a home in every truth-

loving heart.
‘ELIAS SOLOWEYCZIK.
Author of a Hebrew Commentary on Maimonides
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“ And join them one to another .
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ceased to exist, dynasties have fallen into
decay, persecutions have passed into oblivion,
and yet that fire of contention has not ceased,
but is still raging with its primitive fury This
contention is now being renewed by an article
which has appeared in the Quarterly Review
on the Talmud: The writer of the article,
Mzr. Deutsch, being a Jew, holds up the Talmud
as o divine oracle, and the Jewish Clronicle, on
the strength of that article, and its having been
permitted to appear in a Christian magazine, The
Quarterly Review, infers that the Gospels are but
a Greek translation of the Talmud; but as the
Talmud* is unknown to the general reader, we
hope to place before our readers just as much of
it as will enable them to judge for themselves.

® The Talmud consists of two parts—the Mishna and the Gemarah.
The Mishna is, so to speak, the Text, and the Gemarah is the Commen.
tary on it and both together constitute the Talmud. The Mishna was
completed early in the third century (about A.D.219), by RabbiJehuda,
surnamed the Prince. There are two forms of the Talmud used, the
Jerusalem and the Babylonian, so called because the one appeared in Pa-
lestine and the other in Babylonia. The Jerusalem Talwud was compiled
at Tiberias, and the Babylonian at ¢ Sora,” called also ** Matha-Mahasia,”
on the Euphrates. The whole consists of 63 separate Treatises, and
fills 2,947 folio pages. There exists two translations of the Mishna
only ; one in Latin, by Surenhusius, printed at Amsterdam, 1698—1703,
and the other in German, by Rabe, 1766—1762; single Treatises of
the Talmud have been translated, but a translation of the wl.ole work
does not exist ; besides the Mishna and Gemaral, the Talmud has on
its pages a lioat of cumments on the various débates; the Rabbinical
ilialeot being Llended with much of the Aramean and Chaldean as well
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PREFATORY REMARKS,

IT may, perhaps, appear presumptive in us to
undertake writing a commentary on a book
like the New Testament, and to choose a path
which has already been trodden by so many.
Thousands of various expositions have already
appeared, and we may with some degree of
justice be asked, what can ye hope to add to
that which has already been advanced? But our
object is not to comment; but impelled by the
circumstances of the times, so eventful in them-
selves, and so important in their bearing as to
the cause of the Lord, we desire to institute an
inquiry into the cause of an existing misunder-
standing. For since the fire of dispute has been
kindled in the camp of our Hebrew brethren,
it has divided the worshippers of God into two
sections, the one Jews, and the other Christians.
Does it not appear marvellous to contemplate
that after the lapse of centuries, when empires
have crumbled into the dust, monarchies have
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:

We deem it, therefore, a duty, as well to our
Jewish brethren as to the Christian Church in
general, to institute a critical examination into
these points, and to show by a careful analysis
of the Old Testament, the Talmud and other
Rabbinical writings, and the New Testament,
that there is embodied in the latter all the
essence and perfection of the law and the
prophets, and that it is the revelation of that
great mystery held so sacred by Moses, the Pro-
phets, and the Fathers. Should we succeed in
any degree to bring about this inquiry, we shall
feel our research amply rewarded.
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Is it not equally remarkable also that, withal,
there has not been more effort put forth to in-
quire into the ground of that contention? Has
not one God created us all? Have we not all
one Father? Have we not the same Divine law
flowing from the same Divine source, and one
Shepherd ? A careful study and examination
of the subject led wus to conclude that the
following three points form the basis of the
misunderstanding existing between Jews and
Christians, viz. :—

I. That our Jewish brethren regard us as
those who have no faith, and that the summit
of the Christian belief centres in the eradica-
tion of the law of Moses.

II. That we Christians are their opponents,
and merely seek their subversion.

III. That the generality of Jews, as well as
Christians, being unacquainted with that which
constitutes the Judaism of the present day (viz,
the Rabbinic tradition) look upon the chasm
that separates Judaism from Christianity to be
of such magnitude as to render all efforts of
reconciliation in vain.

as Hebrew, is, therefore, very difficult, and only known even to a minority
of Jews; hence it is that many adhere to the tenets, customs, and
doctrines it prescribes, without really being able to rcad, much less to
examine, the source from whence they emanate, or to judge of their
merits or demerits.
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mon, usually called Maimonides* on whom the

* Maimonides or properly Moshe Ben Maimon (formally called Ram.
bam by the Jews) being the abreviation of the words Rabbi, Moses
Ben Maimon, was born on the Passover Sabbath (April) 1135 at
Cordova. He was a physician of great eminence, and besides many
books on Medical Science, and a large collection of correspondence on
Rabbinical and other subjects, he wrote the following,

Class L. Biblical and Theological—

1 Sefer Hamitzwoth, the “ Book of Ordinances on the 613 Precepts
of the Law.” Translated from Arabic into ebrew by Sam-Ibn-Tabon
Const- 1517, Wien 1535. Edinburgh lately.

2 Moreh Nevochim, the “ Guide of the Perplexed,” translated into
Hebrew from the Arabic by Ibn-Tabon. This is properly a compre.
hensive exposition of the Religious Philosophy of Judajsm, embracing
a great mass of scriptural investigation. It is divided into three parts
containing altogether 178 chapters. There is a Latin translation by
Justiniani : R. Mossei Ezytii Dux. sen Director Dubitantium (Paris
1520), and one by Buxtorf, Jun., Doctor Perplexorum (Basil 1629), and
a French translation by the great Orientalist, the late Professor Munk,
of Paris.

3 Pirke Hahitslacha, “ Two chapters on the Soul and Future Bless.
edness,” (Salonica, 1567).

4 Maamar Techiath Hammethim, “ On the Resurrection of the
Dend,” (Coastantinople, 15G8).

Class II. Rabbinical :—

1 Sefer Hammiior, * The Book of liluminztion,” original Arabic title
* Ketab Alsarag,” or the Book of Elucidation, an extensive exposition
of the Mishna, translated from the Arabic into Ifebrew. There are
separate poriions also translated into Latin, by Buxtorf, Prideaux,
Ulliran, and others.

2 Mishno Torah more commonly known by the title of * Yad
Hachazakah,” i.e. * The Strong Hand.” This is a grand exposition of
the whole Jewish Law, in 4 parts, comprisicg 14 books. Separate
portions of this work have been trauslated into Latin, German, and
English, by Lazaron, Soloweyczek and Ha: witz.

Class III. Scientific :—

1 Biur Miloth Hahizgaion, on the Terminclogy of Logic in 14 Chapters
in Hebrew, from the Arabi: by M. Ibn-Tabon, (Venice, 1550) Latin
translation (Basil, 1527) with Commettary by the eminent Mendelsobn
(Berlin, 176¢), German translacion (Viennn, 1822.)

CHAPTER I

Faitl.

WaaT constitutes the Jewish faith of the pre-
sent day? Although the question is asked in a
few words, yet the answer comprises a circum-
locution of research. To give here every detail
of what really is comprehended in “ the Jewish
faith & our day” would be a vain attempt, but
in order to give a comprehensive digest, we will
first of all examine minutely what is called the
thirteen fundamental articles of the Jewish faith,
which are inserted in every Jewish prayer book,
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and enjoined on every son of Abraham to repeat.

daily*. These thirteen articles were compiled
by the very renowned Rabbi, Moses Ben Mai-

* David Levy, the ewinent Jewish translator of Daily and Festival
Prayers, and author of the Lingue Sacra, puts the following Lieadings to
the ubove cited articles :—*“ The following thirteen fundamental articles
of our faith arc the foundation of the law of God, and which Jcws ought
to believe and rehearse daily,"—Duily Prayers by Davy Levy, A M.,
1561 ; corresponding to 1802;
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ArTicie III.

.1 believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator,
blessed be His name, is not a body, nor can any
materiality whatever be attributed to Himj;
neither hath He any similitude whatever.

ArtICcLE 1V.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator,
blessed be His name, He is both the first and
the last.

ArTICLE V.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that to the
Creator, blessed be His name, yea to HIM only
it is proper to address our praycrs, and that it
is not proper to pray to any other.

ArTtIcLE VI.

1 believe, with a perfect faith, that all the
words of the prophets are true.

ArticLe VII.

I belive, with a perfect faith, that the pro-
phecy of our master Moses, on whom be peace, *
was truth, and that He was the fathert of

* This is an Hebraism frequently used by the Rabbinical writers.
+ Or Prince.
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Jews conferred the epithet: “ From Moses (the
Lawgiver, unto Moses (Maimonides) no one
hath arisen like Moses.”

The articles are as follows :—t

Axntice 1.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator,
blessed be His name, is the Governor and Creator
of all creatures, and that He did make, and doth
make, and will ever make every production.

ArTIicre 1I.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that the Creator,
blessed be His name, is One, and that there isno
Unity whatever like unto Him, and that He
only is our God; He was, is, and will be eter-
nally.

2 Shamoneh Perakim—* The Eight Chapters,” Psychological and
Ethical, founded on the book Avoth, (Naples, 1492), Latin translation
by Vythage; Explicatio R. M. Maimonidis super Patrum Sententias,
(Leyden, 1683). There is also a German and French translation,

3 Apliorismsof Medicine, “ Perakim bechochma harephua,” “Chapters
on the Science of Healing,” embodying the doctrines of Galen and
Hippocrates, and some of the more eminent Arabian Physicians, Latin
trauslation : Aphorismi R. Mosis Medici, (Basil, 1679).

4 Four Medical treatises in the form of letters to the Sultan, ex-
isting in manuscript in the Opperheim Library, and partly edited in
the book “ Kerem Chemed.” Latin tranalation: Regimen Sanitatis,
(Venice, 1514).

+ Woe follow here verbatim, David Lery’s translation,
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ArTIicte XII.

I believe, with a perfect faith in the personal
appearance of the Messiah; and although He
tarry, yet will I wait for Him in expectation of
his daily coming.

ArTicLe XIII.

I beligve, with a perfect faith, that the re-
surrection of the dead will take place at the
time that the Creator shall please to ordain.

We will now proceed to examine and com-
pare each article with the Law upon which it
is founded, the Rabbinic commentary on it, and
its harmony with the New Testament-teaching,
to show that we can walk hand in hand with our
Jewish brethren in these the fundamental princi.
ples of their faith. ‘
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all the wise men* who cither "preceded or suc-
ceeded him.

ArricLe VIII.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that ALL the
Law which we now have is the identical Law
which was given to our Master Moses, on whom
be peace.

v

Articre IX.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that this Law
will never be exchanged ; neither will there ever

be any other Law from the Creator, blessed be
His name.

Articte X.

I believe, with a  perfect faith, that the
Creator, blessed be His name, knoweth all the
actions of the Children of men, and all their
thoughts, as it is said,} “ He fashioneth all thejr
hearts, and understandeth all their works.”

ArticLe XI.

I believe, with a perfect faith, that the
Creator, blessed be His name, will amply reward
those who observe His precepts, and punish
those who trausgress His commandments.

* The prophets
1 Psalw xxxiii, 15
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into barns, yet your heavenly Father feedeth
“them;” Mark vi. 26, dgain in Matth. x. 30, He
remarks, “For the very hairs of your head are
all numbered,”*

The same is also said in the Gospel of St. Luke
xii, 6,7, 24. And when speaking of the end of
time in St. Mark, xiii,, 17, our Lord says: “Forin
those days shall be affliction, such as was not from
the beginning of Creation which God created, dc.”
Likewise the apostles, when at Jernsalem (Acts
iv,, 24), preaching to the Jews, and being
threatened, implored Divine help in these touch-
ing words: “Lord, thou art God, which hast
madc heaven and earth, and the sea and all
that in them is, &ec.;" also acknowledging God
as the Creator and upholder of the universe.
Stephen, in the inemorable address prior to his
martyrdom (Acts vii, 50), not only acknow-
ledges God as the Creator and upholder, but

* The Talmud hos a somewhat similar and interesting remark on the
hairs of the head being numbered &c., which runs thus: Comunenting
on Job. ix.. 9, and xxxviii. 1, on the words: “For He breaketh mne
with a tetopest;” with the usual erudition on the play of words, the
‘Calmud remarks: * The word tempest, which is in Hebrew, F1IVD is
here mpelt differently, viz. YW a word which signifies hair, be-
cause Job, feeling dissatisfied with ‘his numerous afflictions, begins to
doubt on God's Providence, and the Lord answers him by syying, that
He who cares for the very hairs of ypur head, so that no irregularity
should be in their growth (for it would impair the sight if two hairs were
to grow on ene root) will surely not forget you’—2'ract. Babu Bathra,
Jol. xvi,

11

CHAPTER I1.
ArTICLE I.
On the Exigtence of Gob,

“1 believe, with a perfect faith, that the
Creator, blessed be His name, is the Governor
and Creator of all creatures; and that He alone
did make, doth make, and will ever make, every
production.” :

This article of the Jewish Creed is founded on
Exod. xx. 2, “I am the Lord thy God,” and on
these words Maimonides comments by saying,
—“He is the essence of all, and all that is in
existence, either in heaven or on earth, can only
exist by His influence; and should He, (the
Creator) for one moment witdraw that influence,
nothing could exist—Maimonides in Tract: San-
hedrin, Part ¢ Chelek,” Fol. xc.

‘What saith the New Testament on that sub-
ject? In speaking of the Providence of God
our Lord says, ¢“Behold the fowls of the air, for
they sow not neither do they reap, nor gather
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The same apostle also testifies in another
place (Phill ii,, 13), of the upholding power
of God, saying: “For it is God which worketh in
you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”
The apostle in writing to the Hebrews (Heb.
iii., 4), and comparing Moses with Christ, says:
“Every house is builded by some man, but He
that built all things s God.” The same apostle
when elucidating the true meaning of Faith
(Heb. xi., 3), again speaks of God as the Creator,
saying ;: “Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made by things
which do appear.”

St. John the Divine, to whom a special reve-
lation of hidden things was made, describes
the adoration of the saints in Heaven, addressing
God as the Creator and Upholder of all things
(Rev. iv., 11) “ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory, and honour, and power; for thou
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created.” In the same divine
revelation (Rev. x., 5, 6) God is again magni-
fied as the Creator in these words, “ And (the
angel) sware by him that liveth for ever and ever,
who created heaven and the things that therein
are, and the sea, and the things which are therein,
that there should be time no longer.”
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quotes the words of Isaiah Ixvi., 2, “Hath not my

hand made all thess things?” Again, when Paul

and Barnabas preached at Lystra, and attested

their Divine commission by a mirdculous cure
of an impotent man, and the people of Lystra

wanted to worship them, they boldly protested

against it, by magnifying the name of God, and

ascribing to Him all honor and glory, and like-

wise acknowledging Him as the Créafor and

upholder of all things, saying: ¢ Sirs, Why do

ye these things? We also are men of like

passions with you and preach unto you that ye

should turn from these vanities unto e fiving

God, which made heaven and earth, and dall things
that are thergin,” &ec.

Again, Paul; when preachm(r on- Mags Hill,
and reproving the wise men of Atheus foi their
ignorance of Divine worship, in seeing the in-
scription on one of their altars to The unknown
God,” also acknowledges God as the Creator drd
upholder of all things, saying—* God (whem I
declare unto you), made the world and all things-
therein, seeing that He is the Lord- of ledver aiid
carth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands,
neither is worshipped with men’s liands, as
though He needeth anything, seeing he giweth
to all life and breath and all things,” &c. (Acts
xvii, 22—51.)

P b ot £ 8 b

eararey -

2w A

e

O TRIDNEA ST L K. R

~



69

16

sible incomparative unity.”—T'ract: Sanhedrin,
Jol xc., Part *“Chelek.” What saith the New
Testament on this subject ?

‘When one came to Jesus to ask what to do to
inherit eternal life, and called Him ¢ Good
Master,” Jesus gives testimony to the unity of
God by replying,—*“ Why callest thou me
good ? there is none good but One, thatis God.”
(Math., xix, 17; Mark, x, 18; Luke, xviii, 19.)
Again, when our Lord reproves the Pharisaical
desire for titles, He affirms the unity of God
by saying, “ And call no man your father upon
earth, for One is your father which is in heaven.”
(Math., xxiii, 9.) Again, when one of the
Scribes asked of Jesus which is the weightiest
commandment of all, His reply attests to the
unity of God when He says, “ The first of all
the.commandments is—Hear, O Israel, Jehovah
our God, is One Jehovah.” (Mark, xii, 29.)
Payl'in elucidating the nature of faith, speaks
of the unity of God and says, “ It is One God
which shall justify the Circumcision by faith,
and tlie Uncircumcision through faith” (Rom.
i, 30). Again, in his Epistle to the Corin-
thians, Paul gives a striking testimony to the
unity of God in these words—*There is none
other God but One. Tor though there be that
are called Gods, whether in heaven or in carth
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Thus it is shown, by comparing the first
Article of the Jewish Creed with the New Testa-
ment, that the New Testament teaches the same
truths about God being the Creator and Upholder
of the universe, and verifies the saying of our
Lord. “I came not to destroy.”

CHAPTER III.

ArTicLe II.

On the Hnity of &God.

“T Dbelieve, with a perfect faith, that the
Creator, blessed be His name, is One, and there
is no Unity whatever like unto Him, and that
He only is our God; He was, is, and will be
eternally. ”

This article is founded on Deut. vi., 4,—~*“Hear,
O Israel, Jehovah, our God, is one Jehovah,”

On this article of the Unity of God, Maimoni-
des comments as follows, * We must not compare
the unity of God to any existing unity on earth ;
the unity of God is not like the combination of
either art, or nature, or species, and not like unto
any corporeal unity which may be divided into
parts, but the unity of God is an incomprehen-
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4he Emperor. The Rabbi then said : *The sun which is only one of
the menial servants of God, you say you cannot look on its brightness H
how can you hope to look at God1” To see God is as difficult
for the philosopher as for the ordinary man; hence, in order to sce
Him we must know the means whereby we may see Him ; and truly
applicable are the words in Exod. xx., 33, “ For there shall no man (no
son of Adam) see God and live,’) . ¢, as long as we are in the sinful
condition of Adam we cannot behold the face of Qod. God can only
be understood by His works, and hence we must begin at the begin-
ning & priori the visible, wheroupon the Rabbi asked the Emperor to
look at the sun ; we can see it, but we cannot describe the component
parts thereof whether it is an absclute unity of power or a compound,
and when the Emperor expressed his inability to do that, the Rabli
justly remarked that he who cannot understand the simplest princi-
plesof creation cannot hope to understand anything about an invisible
Creator, except he sccks for the solution of that problem where the
Creator has revealed it, viz.—in His Word.

To cite one more instance of the allegorical teaching of the Talmud
about the Godhead and Faith, we quote the following, from Tract. B.
Bathre, fol. xvi., 2. ’ .

Rabbi Shimeon ben Jochaie, the author of the valuable book
* Zohar,” makes the following comments on the words * and the Lord
hath blessed Abraham in all things,” (Gen. xxiv., 1.} There was a
precious stone hung round the neck of Abraham, that every sick person
who looked at it was immediately healed ; but when Abraham departed
this life, the Holy One, blessed be His name, (God) hung that « dben
Tob,” i.c. precious stone in the orbit of the Sun,

The moral of that is, that Abraham was a preacher «f righteousness,
and be promulgated the verity and existence of God by His faith, as it
is written in Gen. xxi.,, 33, * And he thers called on the name of the
Lord, the everlasting God.”” Whosoever was soul-sick and adopted his
faith was healed, but after his death, thers being uo immediate person
tn explain and teach the existence of God, it had to be for some
time deduced from His works, hence we plainly seo that the teaching
of the Rabbies is—that Faith is necessary for the true knowledge of
Qod, and the inspired Psalmiat says—% The Heavens declare the Glory

_~f Qod, and the firmament sheweth His bandiwork.” {l'salm xe., 2.)
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(as there be gods many and lords many). But
to us there is but One God," (1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6).

Exhorting the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul
again makes this solemn declaration—* One-
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is above all and through
all, and in all” (Eph. iv,, 5,6.) Hence cap
we gay to our Jewish brethren that Chris

tianity is not the uprooting of Moses and
the Prophets, and that even their own Rabbies
expound the unity of God in the same ‘way
as our Lord and His Apostles.*

" We see, therefore, that the second article of
the Fundamental principles of the Jewish Creed
“ the Unity of God,” is a doctrine not opposed
but clearly defined by the New Testament, and
again testifies that Christianity is built on Moses
and the Prophets. '

® As-to the doctrine of the Trinity to which the modern Jew so
‘miuch objects-(which 'was g‘qoaﬁné'-wy held by many of the’ 'mm
Tearned of the Rabbies) it is n véry subliriié thing, ticre extended than the
éircuriference-of the eaitli, &nd more erpanded than'the-ses;-stid'bas
‘many sublime prini:ipléy dé?éh‘aixig'éﬁ -it, and truly c_ibe'si f:b'e-Apa:ﬂle
say: “Great is the mym'ry‘qf Godlinéss;” for ‘ot every’ one’can
fathom- the depth of thit mystery. It will serve to-illustrate -the
opinion of the Rabbies on that subject by quoting the following Tal.
mudic anecdote—Tract Chulin. fol. Ix., page 1 :—*“ A cortain Empero
asked Rabbi Joshun-ben Chananja, saying, ‘I want to see your God
Rabbi '—Joshua answered : ‘ Thou canst not see Him.! The Empero
persiated, saying, “ Show Him to me.” Rabbi Chananja thereupon tool
him one morning in the month of Tamuz (July) when the sun wa
1n ite full brightness, and requested him to gaze at it ; .*T cannot,’ said
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4 soci¢té (ui prit a tiche de me mettre dorénavant au- :
; dessus  du besoin, alin que je pusse vaguer, sans

i des soucis trop cuisants, & la sainte tiche que jai :
¥ ’ - ’ - 4 .

assumée, ct que leurs libéralités, s’ajoutant au pro- :

[k . ' . . .

L duit de mon livre, me permissent et de vivree et de UN MOT AU LECTEUR

¥ nourrir ma famille. C’est un besoin pour mon eceur,
comme un devoir pour ma conscience, de proclamer

les noms de ces géndéreux protecteurs de ma vieil-
Avant de poursuivre ce travail, j'éprouve le besoin

lesse, dussé-je fairo violence & leur modestie. Ce sont
de rendre grice a la bonté divine, (ui m’a soutenu

&

et T AR i Bt 8 R s e e b s 5y g e

MM. .
i Raphaél Biscuorrsueny, comte Xavier de BraNickl, jusqu’ici, et qui a inspiré & des hommes généreux la 8
1‘ ‘ comte de Canmoxpo, Jules Davin, ETTINGIAUSEN, Jé- pen‘s,ée de m’aider dar.xs l’a.ccon“lplissen.lcr?t de ma tﬁth‘. I3 '
g rome I'naxck, Joseph llanpnes, Salomon Hanrnes, C'est avec une peine inouie que jai pu mcner & ;j
i Hecxkuen, Henri Hinscn, James LeveRrsoN, Georges bonne fin la publication du premier volume. Depuis : ii
E Leverson, D7 Edouard Mever, Adolphe Meves, trois 'ar‘ls que je suis & Paris, sans cesse aux priscs avee 4 4

Léon PeczeNick, REITLINGER (rue Lalaycette), RerrLix- la misere, sans cesse inquict du lendemain et parfois } .

du jour méme, ayant & peine un vétement pour me .

GeR (rue Pourtales), Maurice Scuresivcer, Henri de
Seuwanenen, Léopold Tacs.

Que Dicu rende d ces éminents philanthropes tout le
bien 'ils font au vicillard! Puissent-ils recevoir,

couvrir, un morceau de pain pour "calmer ma faim,
un abri pour reposer ma téte, j'ai lutté et j'ai triom-
phé; en dépit de toutes les difficultés matériclles,

oS e g PP At g A i )
e i et

T e 2 e W S

‘!
{id
34 comme ils les méritent, ses plus précicuses hénédie- . J'ai pu terminer, avec l'aide d'un public sympathique, B |
I ; tions! Puissent saccomplir, sur cux ct lears cnifunts, H la' premiére partie de mon commentaire, et I'accucil %{i
i les paroles du prophéte {1) : .fmt au volume une fois publié a récompensé ma per- , I;i
§ f « Vous qui rompez votre pain & 'affamé, qui don- : sévéx‘anc.c. Comme lo servitour.d’Abraham, j'ai vu . o ‘: 1
: nez-un abri a Pindigent, des vétements & qui n'en a " f[’u.e ¢ Dieu m’avait conduit dans la bonne voic », et 19
b pas, qui ne vous dérobez point i la soullrance de J'al résolu 'y marcher jusqu’au bout. Mais comment

:‘ votre frére,— votre lumicre se lévera comme 'aube, y parvenir, sous lo double fardeau de I'age et dela mi-

,, ¢t votre salut sera prompt & éelore; votre vertu mar- sére? Car co n'est pas lo maigre produit de (quelques

chera devant vous, et lo Seigneur vous aceucillera centaines d'exemplaires, produit hien diminué parles

frais d'impression et autres, qui pouvait e procurer

R

1) Isade, LVIHL T el saiv.
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AVANT-PROPOS

Dans la préface du premier volume, j'ai avaneg, et
j'ai promis de le démontrer, que le Nouveau Testament,
nonobstant le préjugé contraire, n’est nullement en
désaccord ni avee I'Ancien ni méme avee le Talinud.
Cet engagement que javais pris, j'ai puddjq, grice a
Dieu, Pexécuter & I'égard du premier Evangile; jen
poursuis aujourd’hui I'accomplissement & I'égard du
scecond.

Toutefois, quelques mots sont d’abord nécessaires.

Beaucoup de personnes et des plus haut placées,
soit par l'intelligence, soit par la fortune ou le rang
social, ont applaudi. & ma tentative, les uncs parce
qu'elles partageaient d’avance mes idces ou les ont
adoptces aprés m'avoir lu, les autres, parce qu'a dé-
faut de conviction elles rendaient du moins hommage
4 la sainteté de mon but, a la haute imporiance du
résultat queje poursuis. Les uneset les autres mont
engagé A persevérer, et leurs encouragenients n'ont
pas peu contribué a me soutenir dans mes offorts.

Mais hélas! ici comme en toute question, il faut
compter avee les opinions extréines ; et dailleurs, a
vouloir réconcilier deux adversaires, on ris fue souvent

— Vi —

dans sa gloire. Quand vous Pinvoquerez, il vous

Sans cesse 'Eternel veillera sur vous, 1l fortificra vos
membres, il rassasiera votre ame de ses délices; ¢t
vous serez comme un jardin fertile, comme une source
dont ley eaux ne tarigsent jamais... »

Tels sont aussi, 6 mon Diecu, les vaeux de ton ser-
viteur, et telle est la pricre qu'il tadresse, du plus
profond de son caeur, en faveur de tes élus!

K. S

i

N. B. — Le premier volume du Kol Koré a ét8
achevé i lafinde 1873. Des circonstances pénibles me
forcerent de publier a la hite les derniéres feuilles;
par suite, mon habile ct obligeant traducteur, M. le
grand rabbin Wogue, n’a pu revoir cette fin, od plu-
sicurs fautes se sont glissées et od manquent des
notes importantes. D'autre part, un certain nombre
de feuilles s'¢tant ¢gardes dans le cours de I'impression,
ce qui a décomplétd pareil nombre d’exemplaires, il
scra nécessaire de réimprimer une partie du premier
volume. Cette réimpression, qui se fera le plus tot
possible, scra accompagndée, [°d’unindex alphabétique;
2¢ d'un errata, od les fautes ¢t omissions dont il s’a-
git seront indiqucos avec soin. Je demaikle un peu
de paticuce & mes bienveillants lecteurs.
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La Bible, 1e Talmud et I'Evangile
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Le Rabbin ELIE SOLOWEYCZYK

Auteur d'un C taive rur Mai

Traduit de I'Hébren par L. WOGUE, Grand Rabbin

» Paix el ralut & cenx gui sont loin
« Comme & ¢ ux qui sont proche! »
Is., 1vag, 19,
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| DIE BIBEL,
DER TALMUD, UND DAS EVANGELIUM

VON

RABBINER ELIAS SOLOWEY(ZYK,

VERFASSER EINES COMMENTARES UBER MAIMONIDES.

AUS DEM FRANZOSISCHEN INS DEUTSCHE UBERTRAGEN

VOX

PROF. MORITZ GRUNWALD,

BIBLIOTHECAIRE DE LA 80CIETE PHILOLOGIQUE A PARIS Eic. Erc.

FriepEN UND HEIL ALLEN DENEN, DIE NAHE UND DIE FERN BIND.

Jes., LVII, 19.
£ s
TR
.3.) T
LEIPZIG, LI
IN COMMISSION BEI F. A. BROCKHAUS.
1877.
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DIBLIA, TALMUD I EWANGELIA

PRZEZ

Rabina ELIASZA SOLOWEYCZYKA

« Pokoj dalekiemu i bliskiemu. »
« Iz, Lvir, 9. »

BIBLIA

EWANGELIA SWIETEGO MATEUSZA

Przekiad dokonany pod kierunkiem
Xawerego KORCZAK BRANICKIEGO

P R & R,

PARYZ
W DRUKARNI POLSKIEJ ADOLFA REIFFA
9, PLACE DU COLLEGE DE FRANCE 9

1879

Bei Gelegenheit des Wiederabdruckes.

Als ich den ersten Band meiner franzisischen
Ausgabe vollendet hatte, schickte ich meinen DBriidern
dieses Kind meines Gedankens und sagte ihm: Gehe,
trage in die Synagoge und in die Kirche den Ertrag
meiner Meditationen. Und wennmeine Mitbriider,Juden
oder Christen, Dich fragen sollten: ,,Wer bist Du und
was willst Du*, so sage ihnen: ich bin das Werk eines
bescheidenen Forschers, eines armen, unbekannten
Greises; ein Werk, miihselig abgefasst, langsam er-
richtet, das Euch neue Wahrheiten bringt, und welches
mit Gottes Hilfe und mit Euerer Zustimmung nach und
nach fortgesetzt und zu Ende gefiihrt werden wird.
Und nachdem mein Buch die Runde gemacht hatte,
sagte es mir: Ich habe Deine Briider besucht, und wenn
auch einige mir ein freundliches Gesicht gezeigt haben,
haben mich dennoch viele mit spottischer Ungléubig-
keit aufgenommen, wenn nicht gar mit kalter Gleich-
giiltigkeit; und sowohl Juden als Christen, jeder nach
seiner Art, habem mich verschricen und kritisirt,
sowohl Deine Ideen, als Dein Ziel; sowohl das Ganze,
als das Einzelne. Kurz, Du hast nicht den Zweck,
den Du getraumt, crreicht. —
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LISTE DES SOUSCRIPTEURS

e 000 0—mn
MM, Exempl. | MM. Exempl.
Alliance Israélite 1 |Cerf Schmer 4
Astruc, gr. rabbin de Bel- | Chev, Albert. i
‘gique Chonski 1
Albert 1 | Créhange 1
Allégri 1 | Consistoire Isradlite de
Anspach 1 Paris 5
Auerbach 1 |Coster Martin i
Bargeés, L'abbé, professeur 4 | Crémieux, député 1
Beer Adolphe, ministre Czartoryski, princede 20
officiant 1 [Czapska Mme la comt. 1
Bernstein Martin 1 | David Jules 1
Bibliothéque de Genéve 1 | Dennery. 2
Binenstocken 1 |Delaroche i
Bischoffsheim Raphaél 1 | Derenbourg, memb. de
Bloch 1 VInstitut 1
Bloch 1 |Derenbourg, H, libraire. 1
Blocszewski 2 | Deutsch 1
Blum, Louis, rabbin 1 | Dreyfuss Isidore 1
Blum L. libraire 6 | Dzialynski, J. comte de 20
Branicki Xav. comtede 20 |prog i
Branicki Const. Ctode 10 | {'Eichthal C. 1
Branicki Alex., comte de 14 Erlanger, memb. du
Brodski, L. i Consistoire 3
Burnet, pasteur 1 | Eskelés B. 1
Cahen, Isid. rédacteur des Ettinghausen 1
Archives Isradlites 2 | Fallek 1
Camondo, comte de 1 [Federmann, J. présid. de
Cohn Albert 10 { 1a Société. des Etudes
Casalis, pasteur 1 talmudiques |
Cattani A. M. 1 | Fould 1

A PROPOQS
DE CETTE REIMPRESSION

Lorsque j'eus terminé ce premier volume dont je
réimprime aujourd’hui les premiéres feuilles, j'en-
voyai a mes fréres cet enfant de ma pensée en lui
disant : Va, mon livre, va porter 3 la Synagogue et
a I'Eglise le tribut de mes méditations! Kt quand
mes fréres, juifs ou chrétiens, te demanderont :
Qui es-tu et que nous veux-tu? tu leur diras : Je suis
'ceuvred’un humble chercheur, d'un pauvre vieillard
obscur et ignoré; ceuvre laborieusement congue,
lentement édifiée, qui vous apporte des vérités
nouvelles, et qui, avec l'aide de Dieu et de vos suf-
frages, sera successivement continude et complétée.
— Et mon livre, ayant circulé, est revenu auprés de
moiet m'a dit : J'ai visité tes fréves, et si quelques-
uns m’ont fait bon visage, beaucoup m’ont accueilli
avec une incrédulité railleuse, sinon avec une froide
indifférence ; et juifs comme chrétiens, chacun & sa
maniere et & son point de vue, ont critiqué et dé-
récié, qui tes idées, qui ton but, qui 'ensem ble de
ton ouvrage, qui ses détails. Bref, tu n’as pas atteint,
tant s’cn faut, le noble et charitable résultat que tu
avais réve. . ..

La-dessus je voulais d’abord entreprendre de justi-
fier mon travail, de faire ressortir, par un plaidoye-
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DEDIX A SON EXCELLENCE
LE COMTE XAVIER BRANICKI

Jat déja public, il y a longtemps, Saimt-Mathieu et
Saint-Mare avee mes commentaires dans le but d'opdrer
un rapprochemententre le Christianisme et le Judaiswme,
et de faire disparaitre la haine qui existe depuis des
siécles entre les CLrétiens et les Israélites, par suite
d’anciens commentuires diffus.

Dieu soit loué¢ , mon ouvrage a été apprécié par les
sommilés scientifiques des deux counlfessions, et bien
plus 12 grand savant, le noble Comte Xavier Bk.\Nlcx{r,
sur leqiel il a fait une grande impression, a daigné

faire publier, 3 ses propres.frais, mon ouvrage en

langue polonaise, etle fait cn__outre_',.:publi_qr;;mqintef'
nant en langue hébrajque ,poilr. faixfe connaitre aux_'
Israélites ignorants les béautés du Nouveaun Te_,stamept;_

Or, le noble Comte daignant me conlinuer sa bien-

veillance et son appui, ¢’est pour ma conscience un

devoir et pour mon caur une joie de placer aussi ce

volume sous son illustre patronnage.

L'auteur

Rassix E. S.
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rew. Some might think that this is a modern discovery that is
tied to. the new information that was revealed about the time

of Jesus by the Dead Sea Scrolls. The author of this volum

gives evidence to confirm this idea in the mid Nineteentl
Century.

George Ekeroth
Executive Director
Jerusalem Center for Biblical Studies & Research
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INTRODUCTION

The Preacher, son of David, King of Jerusalem, said in Eccle-
siastes that there is a time for everything under the sun. This
present volume was first published over one hundred years ago
in Hebrew, French, Polish, German and English. As far as we
can determine the author published these editions himself.

We are certain, however, that this work represents a valu-
able source for understanding the approach of a learned Jewish
mind to the New Testament. If a work exists that examines
and explains the Talmudic content of the teaching of Jesus
more clearly, the scholars that we consulted were not aware of
it. This volume can be a great help for both the Jew and the
Christian in problem areas of the New Testament. What might
appear to be a contradiction or even an error is ofientimes
explained to be in perfect harmony with Judaic teaching and
textual procedure.

The author’s original motivation, he states in the introduc-
tion to the Matthew commentary, is an attempt to bring peace
and understanding between Judaism and Christianity. He im-
plied that if this could be achieved it had the potential of
bringing peace to the whole world. We don't have evidence
that his objective was realized to any great degree during his
lifetime. In view of great progress that has been made in recent
years in dialog between Jews and Christians, at least at the
academic level, it is possible that the book was written, “for
such a time as this.”

The value of this work is not in the clarity or beauty of
the Hebrew translation of Matthew. It is in the evaluation of
the life of Jesus by a rabinnic scholar who was able to see the
Jewishness of Jesus in a very remarkable way.

This translation and commentary should not be approached
with the idea that it is a great confirmation of the Christian
faith and doctrines. It is not. It is a source, a tool for further
study by both the scholar and serious layman.

There have been books and articles in recent times that sug-
gest that the gospel of Matthew was originally written in Heb-

(8]
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Hodgeehrie Gerren!

Hicrdurch erlaube mir die ganz orgehene Bitle vorzubragen, mir
hochgeneiglest Ixemplare des  DLeiligenden Werkes La Bible, le Talmud
et PEvangele, abzunchmen. Dassclbe ist von mir verfasst, und in hebrii-
scher, franzisischer, russischer und poluischer Sprache Gberselzt worden,
woraus ersichilich, dass dieses Work geistvollen Iuhaltes und guten Anklang
gofunden hat. Indem ich noch ganz ergebenst bemerke, dass das Werk
bezweckt, das Judentbum mit dem Christenthum zu versthnen, bemerko
ich noch, dass ich mich jelzt im 76. Lebensjabro befindg, scit mehreren
Jahren bereits ginzlich erblindet und dalier in driickendster Noth lobe.

In der Hoffnung gltiger Erfiillung meiner Bitte zoichoe in tiefster
Yorehrung ' '

gauz gehorsamst

Robbi @lins Baloweicyyk,

Autor du Commeniar sur Maimonldcs.

Berlin, 30. Juni 1881./:—1/7&” %}4 éf' ﬂ/‘ %gy /{;{
S Prppe bk gy

Der erblindeto Rabbi Elias Soloweiczyk, verdient nach eiuer mir
vorliegenden ¥mpfehlung cine woblwollende Theiluahmo, : die er auch in
Folge dor von ihm lerausgegebenen Schriften verdient.. Moge ihm eiue
solche hilfreich zu Theil werden. Rabbiuer Hirsch,

Fraukfurt a. M., 9. December 1880,

Herr Rabbi Blias Soloweiczyk, bisher in Paris wolnhaft, bot cin
Wark herausgegebon, in welchem er die Uebereinstimmung der neutesta-
mentlichen Lehren mit den  {almudischen Moralspriichen nachweist. Ich
habe dasselbe vor Augen gehabt und daraus erschen, das der Verfasser
aul seine Arbeit viel Fleiss und Wissen verwendet hat. Da ¢r mm arm
und giinzlich erblindet ist, so glaube ich ibn freundlicher Unterstiitzung
emplehlen zu dirfeu.

Fravkfurt a. M., d. 9. Decomber 1880.
Dr. Brill





