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— Summary —

The current thesis is devoted to the study of punishment—in terms of its
institutions and practices as well as a social phenomenon—in the Jewish
communities of Aragon in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. The study of
punitive measures in Spain has not yet been received adequate historiographical
attention. The topic has been rarely discussed, especially in the essays of Isaac Baer
and Abraham Newman, and partially in the scholarship devoted to the issue of
punishment within the framework of Jewish law. The work seeks, therefore, to offer
a systematic, geographical, chronological, and critical examination of the question
of punishment as it occurred, operated, and instituted in the three-headed federal
model (Catalonia, Aragon, and Valencia) that dominated the core of the Kingdom of
Aragon in central Spain.

The thesis intends to situate the discussion of punishment in a historical
perspective. As a complex social phenomenon, punishment will be presented
from social, political, legal, institutional, and religious perspectives. Given the
correlation between crime and punishment, this work will also seek to point out the
functions that constituted punishment and to examine the considerations which
led to punishment. I will also examine the patterns of punishment.

The thesis is divided into three chapters. The first chapter deals with the
institution of ‘Berure Averot,” a legal penal institution first established in Catalonia
in the second half of the thirteenth century and later relocated to the provinces of
Aragon and Valencia. In this section, I describe the activities, authority, and
operation of the ‘Berure Averot’ in connection with their time and place. I also deal
with their unique legal status concerning ordinary courts. I ask whether the
appearance of the ‘Berure Averot’ was necessarily related to the faulty moral and
religious climate of the time or, perhaps, the acute situation was a mere
justification for the strengthening and consolidation of a new political authority. I
do not offer a conclusive answer to this question but list two possible approaches to
it. In adition, I deal with the question of the affinity of the ‘Berure Averot’ to
inquisitive punishment practices. I will compare the privilege of King Pedro 1V in
1377 and the Inquisitor’s Guide by Nicholas Eymerich. In so doing, I seek to grasp
the character of the ‘Berure Averot’ and to present them, to some extent at least, as
a version of the inquisitorial arm.

The second chapter discusses the punitive measures that were practiced in
the Jewish communities and were given validity in the Royal Privileges. In this
section, I review the imprisonment, the fine, the boycott, the corporal
punishments, including the death penalty. From my point of view on punitive
power, I extract the relation between crime and punishment while maintaining the

various functions of punishment as expressed in the Rivash’s Halachic writing. I try
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to show how punishment was seen as a corrective element designed to educate the
offender in a straightway. For this sake, I compare the verdicts of the Rashbah, the
Ritva, with the parallel verdicts of Rabenu Asher and his son Rabbi Yehuda.

The third chapter discusses the phenomenon of Jewish informers and the
means of punishment used against them, especially the death penalty. By
documenting the punishment meted to informers, I examine the taboo on
informing and situate the phenomenon of reporting as a product of ongoing social
relations between Jews and Christians. Moreover, 1 show how the informers were
discussed in halakhic or non-halakhic contexts along with the expansion of the

range of punitive measures employed against informants from the 1370s onward.
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