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Here is the essence of what 1 call humanistic Orientalism. You must be an
insider, you must be able to identify yourself with the object of your study,
but you must have an Archimedean vantage point from the outside from which
you can critically observe and evaluate what you have seen and experienced.*
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and development of the literary form of late Egyptain Judaeo-Arabic (LLEJ A) with
those of Classical Judaeo-Arabic. .

The orthography is essentially based on that of Hebrew scriptio plena with the
addition of mater lectionis ‘alep to represent medial long a. Some isolated features
continue the Arabic based system of orthogoraphy that is exhibited by Classical
medieval Judaeo-Arabic, e.g. the morphophonemic writing of the definite article as
‘alep + lamed before “sun letters”.

The features of pronuciation, morphology and syntax that are discussed include the
shortening of long a before ‘ayn and het, the realisation of the letter jim, the form
nqtlw, remnants of tanwin, the position of the demonstrative pronoun and negation.

The following conclusions are drawn regarding the linguistic background of the
literary form of late Egyptian Judaeo-Arabic (LLEJA); (1) the language contains a
number of featurs that are characteristic of the North African dialects. (2) the source
for the “literary” features of the language was not Classical Arabic but rather the
pseudo-Classical elements of the contemporary written dialectal literature. (3) LLEJA
did not assimilate totally with its literary source but rather used the pseudo-Classical
features more frequently than its source. (4) LLEJA underwent a certain
standardization. (5) Many of the standardized features of medieval Judaco-Arabic
survived into the later period and were absorbed into the standardized form of
LLEJA.
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and processes of new translations in the East. New translations from both Eastern and
North Africa communities as well display remnants of Saadya’s translation and
evidently the translators did not make direct use of that translation, but only concepts
and terminology which infiltrate the oral study of the Bible and from oral study to
written versions of the Bible in Judaeo-Arabic.

YOSEF TOBI
Arabic Translations and Dictionaries of Maimonides’ Mishne Torah

This article presents an inventory of dictionaries, glosses and translations to Judaeo-
Arabic written from the thirteenth century to the fifteenth to help speakers of Arabic
understand Maimonides’ halahkhic masterpiece. The number of such works
demonstrates the central position held by Maimonides as the paramount halakhic
authority for Oriental Jewry, on the one hand, and the poor level of Hebrew knowlegde,
on the other. It is noteworthy that translations were composed in Syria and Iraq, but
dictionaries and glosses in Yemen. The fact that the manuscripts date from no later
than the fifteenth century indicates that Arabic failed to be the language of study in the
Orient after that, replaced by Hebrew, the learned language of the scholars exiled from
Spain who exerted their influence on Jewish life in the East.

GEOFFERY KHAN

A Study of the Judaeo-Arabic of Late Geniza Documents and Its Comparison
with Classical Judaeo-Arabic

The majority of manuscripts that have been preserved in the Cairo Genizah are datable
to the Fatimid and Ayyiiibid periods (11th—13th centuries C.E.). There are a small
number of manuscripts from later periods. These include a corpus of Judaeo-Arabic
letters written in Egypt at the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries.

The present article is a brief sketch of the Judaeo-Arabic of these letters. Its aim is
(1) to describe the orthography and a selection of grammatical elements from the levels
of phonology, morphology and syntax, (2) to identify the elements that were inherited
from medieval Judaeo-Arabic and (3) to compare the general trends in the formation
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DAVID DORON

From the Tafsir of R. Saadya Gaon to the Translation of R. Mordechai Hai
Dayyan of Tunis

This article illustrates the multilayered character of late Judaeo-Arabic as reflected in
two adaptations of the Bible translation by R. Saadya Gaon: that of R. Issachar ibn
Susan the Maghrebi (sixteenth century Morocco) and that of R. Mordechai Hai
Dayyan (twentieth century) of Tunis.

YITZHAK AVISHUR
The Adaptations of Saadya Gaon’s Bible Translation in the East

Saadya Gaon’s monumental translation of the Bible to Arabic was well received by
Arabic speaking Jews throughout the diaspora from Iraq to Spain. Everywhere that it
reached it left its impact on the study of the Bible and its interpretation. New
translations to Judaeo-Arabic were hardly ever written among rabbinite Jews.

Some Judaeo-Arabic Pentateuch translations written in Eastern Jewish communities
are neither copies of Saadya’s translation nor new ones (such as those found in printed
editions, manuscripts and tape recordings of recent generations). These manuscripts
are neither early nor late and range over 400 years (from the 14th—17th centuries). This
group of manuscripts includes five Pentateuchs, two from Iraq, one from Syria, one
from Safed and one from North Africa or Spain. The writers of these manuscripts who
found Saadya’s translation difficult did not abandon it, but found novel ways of
dealing with it. They copied down chapters, passages, verses, collections and single
works, changed the form and adapted it to the needs of their own generation. The
writer suggests that these translations be called “adaptations of Saadya’s translation.”
Yet those who did the work did not consider it an adaptation, but rather a new
translation replacing an old one that was no longer adequate. If we remember that in
the Middle Ages there was no great awarencess of “citing one’s sources”; the use made
of Saadya’s translation was the same as that made of much other material.

This group of manuscripts has great importance; on the one hand it makes a great
contribution to the understanding of the text of Saadya’s translation and the
clarification of its textual history and on the other hand contibutes to the clarification
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DANIEL LASKER
The Influence of Karasim on Maimonides

After a presentation of the developing moderation in Maimonides’ attitude towards
Karaites in his later writings as opposed to the severe approach in his earlier writings
and the distinction between his tolerance of Karaites, particularly after encountering
them personally in Egypt, and hostility towards Karaism as an heretical interpretation
of the Torah, the article discusses points of influence of Karaism on Maimonides —
particularly as expressed in the Guide of the Perplexed.

Maimonides’ theory of prophecy reveals a degree of awareness of Karaite theories
on this subject, particularly on the question of the status of Moses as a prophet. In his
exposition of the nature of Written Law and Oral Law, subtle affinities with Karaite
thought may be discerned. Ultimately Maimonides’ theory of prophecy influenced
Karaite thought.

JOSHUA BLAU
On the Multilayered Character of Medieval Judaeo-Arabic

As Middle Arabic texts in general, medieval Judaeo-Arabic reflects almost free
alternation of classical. post-classical. Neo-Arabic, and pseudo-correct (including
hyper-correct) elements, and, in addition, contains a Hebrew component as well.
Nevertheless, all these elements have to be considered to belong to one superstructure,
rather than to neatly separated structures. This understanding is buttressed not only by
the ability of writers to apply different “registers” according to the literary genre, but
also by the fact that Judaeo-Arabic authors (as well as Middle Arabic writers in
general) imitated other Judeao-Arabic (and Middle Arabic) texts as such.
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period is the polemic of Saadya Gaon and the Karaite al-Qirqisani against this belief.
According to Saadya the Jews who held to this belief did so: a) as part of a whole
philosophical system, which can be identified either as Platonic, Neoplatonic or
dualistic; b) as followers of a philosophy which can be identified as Manichean
(Mu‘tazilites?) who believed in transmigration from man to animal as a means for
purification; c) as a ‘rational’ solution to the problem of the suffering of children, i.e.
punishment for the sins committed in their former lives. In addition to an explicit
statement regarding the Jewish identity of those whose beliefs are described, Saadya
also quotes Biblical prooftexts which the believers in transmigration use to support the
doctrine. There is no exact correlation between the verses and the varieties of the
doctrine. ‘

Al-Qigrgisani emphasizes the theological (i.e. Mu‘tazilite) motive of Jews to believe
in transmigration, the suffering of children etc. Their doctrine is closely connected to a
Neoplatonic doctrine concerning the creation of all souls at the beginning of the world.
Al-Qirgisani also discusses a long list of Biblical prooftexts cited to support
transmigration. Some of the verses are identical with those quoted by Saadya.

Belief in transmigration is presented by Muslim and Jewish polemicists as marginal.
However, the tone of the polemic against the doctrine would suggest that it was quite
widespread, and consequently justified serious concern by philosophers and orthodox
thinkers alike.

AVRAHAM NURIEL
The Use of the Term Garib in the Guide of the Perplexed

The article suggests a key for understanding Maimonides in the Guide of the Perplexed,
which is related to Maimonides’ warning to the reader: “For the diction of this Treatise
has not been chosen at haphazard, but with great exactness and exceeding precision...”

In this article it is claimed that:

1. Maimonides sustains a consistent use of the word garib, which is a combination of
the two meanings of the word in daily language, one positive (“marvelous”) and the
other negative (“strange”).

2. Maimonides was aware of this fact and perhaps even deliberately intended to
enable the reader to interpret the expression either way so that his writing would not
arouse objections.

3. In this way Maimnoides was able to conceal from some of his readers secrets
which he did not wish to reveal.
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SIMON HOPKINS
The Textual Tradition of Maimonides’ Commentary on the Mishna

Maimonides’ monumental Commentary on the Mishnais beyond any doubt the most
complex medieval Judaeo-Arabic composition in terms of textual development and its
relfection in both Judaeo-Arabic manuscripts and Hebrew translations. This article
presents the complexity of the problem and some directions for its solution.

The author suggests that the autograph manuscript (Bodleiana/Sassoon, published
Copenhagen 1966) is not the first edition, but the second or perhaps even a later one.
The date 1168 cited by Maimonides as the date of the work’s completion may
correspond to the autograph text found in Geniza fragments. He points out the
dynamic of the development of the text, which the author was constantly revising. The
first stage may be found in the Geniza fragments and the latest stage in Maimonides’
autograph notes in the margins of the Bodleiana/Sassoon manuscript.

HAGGAI BEN-SHAMMAI
Transmigration of Souls in Tenth Century Jewish Thought in the Orient

According to Muslim sources (of the 10th and 1lth centuries) belief in the
transmigration of souls among Muslims was current mainly among extreme Shi‘ites. It
is sometimes difficult to distinguish in their beliefs between reincarnation of the souls
of the Imams (or the divine spirit which is transmitted through the chain of prophets
and Imams) and transmigration of souls as punishment for sins or purification of the
souls from the material ‘contamination’. There are aslo some Mu'‘tazilites with
Manichean, or other dualistic inclinations who are reported to have believed in
transmigration, as a solution to the problem of the suffering of innocent children. In
addition there were some philosophers (e.g. al-Razi) who believed in transmigration as
part of a whole philosophical system, mostly with a Platonic or Neoplatonic tendency.
The question of the possibility of transmigration of human souls into an animal body
and vice versa was a matter of controversy. In most cases philosophical or Manichean
transmigration meant necessarily the denial of reward or punishment in the world to
come. ’

The main source of information about the belief of Jews in transmigration in that
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The source of the practice and its technique of appraisal stems from Muslim Law, in
which it was customary to determine the level of appropriate mohar, in cases in which
it had not been determined. One of the important parallel passages on this issue is
found in some of the collectons of the Sunna.

The author analyzes these Muslim traditions and likewise quotations from other
Muslim legal writings, pointing out parallels between Muslim law and ganoic responsa.
He demonstrates that the direction of influence in this case was clearly from Muslim
law to Jewish law.

ELIEZER SCHLOSSBERG

The Attitude of R. Maimon, the Father of Maimonides, to Islam and
Muslim Persecutions

R. Maimon the Judge, the father of Moses Maimonides, experienced Muslim
persecutions personally. After the Almohade conquest of Cordova he wandered with
his family in Spain and North Africa until finally arriving in Jerusalem. In the course
of his wanderings he composed the “Epistle of Consolation”in Fez in 1160, in which he
intended to encourage the Jews struggling under the yoke of oppression and to
strengthen their faith in God, the Torah and the prophet Moses.

Accoridng to R. Maimon suffering and forced conversion were God’s punishment
for the sins of his people, but God did not abandon them. In order to protect,
themselves, R. Maimon called on the people to increase their faith in God, study the
Torah, fulfill the commandments, do penance and pray frequently. Even though he
does not say so explicitly, R. Maimon objected to martyrdom in the face of forced
conversion to Islam and preferred to see the Jews continue to observe commandments
secretly and uphold their faith.

Itis proposed here that R. Maimon’s opinion was the basis for the controversy with
an anonymous scholar described by Maimonides at the beginning of the “Epistle on
Conversion.” This scholar rejected R. Maimon’s opinion and insisted that the Jews
suffer martyrodm rather than submit to conversion, casting aspersions at the prayers
offered by the forced converts. When this attitude became known to Maimonides, he
hastened to defend his father’s opinion as expressed in the “Epistle of Consolation,”
concurring with his ruling that it is better to submit to conversion to Islam and
continue to observe the commandments secretly than to suffer martyrdom.

The article also analyzes elements of religious polemic against Islam in R. Maimon’s
epistle.



SUMMARIES IX

Family tension related to the commerical activites brought later, in the late 10th and
early 11th centuries, to a trend of special legislation aimed to protect the family cell.
This early evidence, however, reflects the pre-constitutional period.

A collection of six fragments (found in Geniza collections and in the Firkowicz
Collection) illustrates the process of transition in the late Aghlabite and early Fatimid
periods (880s to 930s) and enables us to have a view of some of the problems a
“bourgeois family” in Ifrigiyya (Tunisia today) had to meet.

Behind the scenes of the family events stood the first changes in Mediterranean
travel based, now, on seasonal seafaring. These new opportunities attracted the
representative of the younger generation of the family while the elders tried very hard
to prevent him from seafaring. The crisis in the family deteriorated to the point that
non-Jewish officials intervened. The local Jewish establishment did not yet have the
experience to exploit halakhic tools already existing in order to respond to
contemporary problems.

At the last phase of this story we encounter the scholar Dunash Ben Labrat, who, in
the first documented epsiode of his communal involvement, served as head of a
rabbinical court.

The six fragments are appended to the article (TS 12.77; TS NS 317.39; TS AS
95.295; TS AS 94.320; Firkowicz IT A 32.2; TS 10 J 21.2).

GIDEON LIBSON

The Custom of Supplement to the Ketuba Based on “Appropriate Mohar” for
a Wife Who Has Lost Her Ketuba

In the past scholars have pointed out parallels between Jewish Law and Muslim Law in
everyting related to personal status. Some have suggested an additional parallel that
developed as a result of the influence of Muslim practice on Jewish law: comparing the
ketuba of the relatives which is called “appropriate mohar”. ‘

This practice“is'iﬁéﬁiioned in a number of responsa in the case of a woman who has
lost her ketuba. The principle is to allow such a woman to collect the sum due to her,
including the additional sum that presumably was specified, by equating her position
to that of her relatives, taking into consideration a number of characteristics, such as
socio-economic status. Not only is this practice non-existent in pre-gaonic sources, it is
clearly in opposition to Talmudic principles and in fact Sherira Gaon opposed it
vehemently.
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writing of poetry. He quotes freely from the Koran (about 20 verses) for literary and
moral purposes. He also quotes from the “Hadit” and introduces fables from Arabic
literature. The existing manuscripts of Ibn Ezra’s Poetics is in the Arabic language but
written in Hebrew script. However, on the basis of orthographic evidence one may
presume that there was a previous copy in Arabic script. The original itself may have
been written in Arabic script.

HAVA LAZARUS-YAFEH
Jewish Knowledge of the Qur’an

The restrictions imposed by Islam on its “Protected People” (mainly Jews and
Christians) often contain also the prohibition to study the Qur’an. Nevertheless,
Jewish authors had some knowlegde of the Qur’an, even owned copies of it, and often
quoted it explicitly (i.e. Al-Qirqgisani Jehudah b. Quraysh, Moses b. Ezra, Nethanel
Al-Fayytimi) or otherwise (Saadya, Bahya b. Paqiida, or the translators of Al-Gazzali’s
writings into Hebrew). There exist also transcriptions of the Qur'an into Hebrew
characters, most of them rather late, except for some Genizah fragments which are
difficult to date. One such transcription of the whole Qur’an (m.s. Bodl. Hunt. 529) is
described here in some detail, including the polemical remarks in Hebrew in the
margin of the ms. The question for whom this Qur’an in Arabic in Hebrew letters
might have been intended is raised, but no clearcut answer can be given.

MENAHEM BEN-SASSON

A Family at a Time of Transition
A Study of the Encounter Between Halakha and History in North Africa with New
Evidence on Dunash ben Tamim

Geniza material sheds a great deal of light on the character of medieval life in the
Mediterranean from the 11th century on. This period is known as the period of the
“bourgeois reveolution” — starting from the Fatimid conquest of the southern shores
of the Mediterranean during the 10th century. The beginning of this “revolution”,
however, is still vague.
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MORDECHAI AKIBA FRIEDMAN

A Note on the Contribution of S.D. Goitein to the Interdisciplinary Study of
Judaeo-Arabic Culture

The author presents a personal appreciation of the extraordinary contribution of the
late Professor S.D. Goitein to the interdisciplinary study of Judaeo-Arabic culture.
This was an area to which Professor Goitein bruoght to bear the combination of skills
which he had developed over a lifetime of study as a philologist, orientalist and
historian.

JOSPEH DANA

The Influence of Arabic Literary Culture on the Judaeo-Arabic Literature of
the Middle Ages as Refleced in Moshe Ibn Ezra’a Kitab al-Muhadara
wal-Mudakara

This work is a very appropriate specimen of Judaeo-Arabic literature, and illustrates
the introduction of Arabic literary culture into Jewish literature in the Middle Ages.
Ibn Ezra is importanat both on account of the scope and variety of his work, and
because he introduces a new era of openness to Arab culture for future generations.

Moshe Ibn Ezra, wishing to make use of Arabic sources, was led to seek support
from earlier Rabbinic authorities — Saadya Gaon, Hai Gaon and others — who had
similarly made use of non-Jewish sources. In his opinion, the justification for granting
Arabic literary culture so prominent a place in Judaeo-Arabic literature lies in the
recognition of the Arabic poet as the supreme poet of all times and all cultures. In this
respect Ibn Ezra serves as a model for all other poets to imitate. Ibn Ezra acknowledges
the supremacy of Arabic poetry by quoting 73 stanzas from 46 different Arab poets. In
his book he applies an Arabic literary theory which connects extra-poetical phenomena
(cosmic, geographic, physical, genealogical, cultural and hereditary causes) with the
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