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Khalaf Bar Sa’id, the author of liturgical poems (piyyutim) which were discovered solely in the Cairo
Genizah, most likely lived in Egypt in the middle of the 11" century. His poems have been the
subject of research for several decades. Some of his poems were published and discussed by Piyyut
scholars Menachem Zulai, Ezra Fleisher and Shulamit Elizur. Their research has shown that Khalaf
Bar Sa’id was a very eclectic poet, well versed n the traditions of creation of oriental Pryyutim, who

was influenced by Rav Saadia Gaon.

In this thesis, for the first ime, all of the known poems of Khalaf Bar Sa'id have been collected in a

critical edition with alternate versions and a running commentary.

While Khalaf Bar Said composed poems of various genres, it seems that his main focus was
composing Yotzrot. In addition, one can find Pryvyuter Maariv, remnants from Shivatat Tal, and
genres which were renewed during his time like Rahat and Shevach. His poems, particularly in the
body of the Yotzrot, show the ifluence of the classical Piyyut period, and they include numerous
allusions to Midrashim, newly coined terms and an effort to maintain accepted classical rhyming. All

of his “Yotzrot’ also include Pryyuter Silluk, which was very rare in his days.

Another influence discernable in Khalaf Bar Sa’id's poetry is the style of Rav Sa'adya Gaon: his
linguistic features, thematic moves and multiple cryptic elements. Similar to Sa'adya, Khalaf Bar
Sa’id also strove to restore to his Pryyutim that enlightened, educated character. Other poets who

left their mark on Khalaf Bar Sa’id are Sh’muel HaSh’lishi, Shlomo Suliman Alsenjart and Yosef

ibn Avitor.

Khalaf Bar Sa’id’s extant Yotzrot are from the end of the Book of Genesis through the beginning of
Exodus. It 1s likely that he composed a Machzor of Yotzrot for all Sabbaths of the year, and

perhaps even Piyyuter Maariv for the whole year.



For good reason Khalaf Bar Said’s Pryyutim have attracted the attention of scholars. While his
creations are comparatively few in number, they generate much discussion on a wide variety of

topics, and take their place among others in the history of oriental Pryyutim.
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