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probable that some of them are merely later rationalizations, not the actual
reasons for the founding of the custom.

Beginning in the fourteenth century we find documentation, in
Germany, attesting to the day on which the honors for the year were sold:
Simchat Torah or the first Shabbat of the year. Some of the documents
give us a detailed description of the sale, irrespective of whether it took
place on Simchat Torah or at another time during the year. The sources
reveal an increase in the number of honors sold and we may assume that
this process reflected a desire to increase revenue.

The article also discusses the sale of honors throughout the Jewish
world: in Eastern and Western Europe, North Africa, the land of Israel,
oriental countries and Yemen. This survey reveals that different customs
developed as to the frequency of the sale (once a year, once a month, each
time, etc.) and as to the honors which were sold. This custom never
developed in some communities, while others cancelled the custom or
limited 1t in various ways. The author offers suggestions for these
differences.

When the honors were not sold, they were distributed in other ways:
1) according to the importance of the people; 2) by lottery; 3) by age; or
4) equally among all the people.

The income from the sale was used for supporting the poor or for other
communal needs, including supporting the synagogue itself.

In some places, one could buy an honor and give it to someone else. In
some communities, women could also buy honors, either directly or
through an agent, and give them to someone else, including their
husbands.

In some yeshivot in the twentieth century, it was customary to sell the
honors on Simchat Torah in return for the commitment of the purchaser to
learn a certain number of pages of Talmud or of some other holy book.
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specific formula occurs in the Song of Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
The comparison between the two sources demonstrates that this formula
did not originate in the Middle Ages, nor does it owe its wording to
mediaeval theological considerations, as has been argued.

In this part of the article the author also deals briefly with the
relationship between the non-Masoretic text of Ps 148 11272 77 12X and
the Synagogal blessing 27 752 xi1 P87, and with its possible
implications for the interpretation of the reading 17577 %22 in a Genizah
fragment of the latter. The article also briefly discusses the formula 7172
791 0?1wL 1Mabn mao aw in light of the literature of the Second Temple
period.

2. The well-known formula 15" °n» o237 %5 at the beginning of the
Passover Seder (known to be part of the Babylonian rite since Rav Saadia
Gaon) is compared to Tobit 2:1-2, where Tobit is described as asking his
son before the beginning of the festival meal of Pentecost to search for
every needy Jew and bring him to the feast: 937 [27°1%]7 ...nowin *7 11 %
?om an» *anxe*, It seems that calling for the poor at the beginning of
festival meals, using a similar formula, was an ancient tradition that was
preserved in mediaeval Babylonian rites.

Selling Aliyot (calls to the Torah reading) and Mitzvot (honors)
in the Synagogue:
The Custom, Its Evolution and the Rationale Behind It

Ron S. Kleinman

This article discusses the selling of honors in the synagogue, known in
halakhic literature as the selling of mitzvot.

According to the Talmud, people were called to the reading of the Torah
in order of their importance. The custom of selling honors is first
documented in Germany in the twelfth-thirteenth century. According to
these sources, the honors that were sold included removing the Torah
scroll from the ark and its return, handing the wrapping of the Torah to the
one who wrapped it, the wrapping itself, and the privilege of supplying
wine for kiddush and havdalah. The honors were sold to the highest
bidder, some of them for a whole year at a time, and the proceeds were
used for charity. Selling of the reading of the Torah 1s not mentioned in
these early sources.

The reasons for this custom are only found 1n later sources and 1t 1s quite
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features and those in which these liturgies differ.

It is well known that, until several decades ago, Reform liturgy in Europe
and the United States had reservations about prayers for the ingathering of the
exiles and the return to Zion. This article discusses the unique ways in which
the Reform liturgy in the State of Israel confronts these issues and its special
relationship to Zion and Zionism. This article also addresses the pros and
cons of shortening the liturgy, challenges related to the language and style of
prayer, and a number of questions, such as the election of Israel, requests for
the coming of the Messiah, physical resurrection of the dead, and gender
related issues. The article considers the desire of the Reform movement in
[srael to provide a long term Jewish alternative in a society polarized into
"religious" (namely, Orthodox) and "secular" non-observant Jews.

Ancient Ritual Formulae and Their Permutations

Menahem Kister

This article deals with several ritual formulae known to us exclusively
from mediaeval Judaism. The author attempts to demonstrate that the
same formulae are attested to centuries before their first occurrence in
rabbinic literature.

I. The formula 73 o%W% MW N1 RIT M2 appearing in mediaeval
rabbinic sources already occurs, as has been noted, in the Psalms Scroll
from Qumran (copied 1* ¢. C.E.) in the form 731 099% wmw 71721 /71 Ma.
Moreover, elaborations and variations of this formula are found in works
of the 2™ ¢. B.C.E., such as several passages in Tobit, Jubilees, and the
Song of Hananiah Mishael and Azariah (addition to Daniel in the
Septuagint). Most probably the basic wording of the formula, the one
found in the Psalms Scroll, was employed some time before its
elaborations or variations were utilized in these ancient books. Another
elaborated variation of this formula is the doxology at the end of the
second book of Psalms (Ps 72:18-19). The varying formulae in several
passages in Tobit and in the Psalm illustrate the permutations of blessing
formulae at a very early date. The basic formula, with minor alterations,
occurs in a Greek incantation (2™ ¢. C.E.), in Samaritan inscriptions and
doxologies, in Hekhalot fragments, in magical material and in Halakhot
Gedolot.

An elaborated version of the basic formula, namely 1w 7172 X317 7172
NO%H RS HY RIT M3, occurs in mediaeval French manuscripts. This
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European Jews (Ashkenazim) are perceived to be organized on the basis of
ideology and to function also as social support systems, synagogues
founded by Jews from Islamic countries are portrayed as primarily
striving to perpetuate the heritage and culture of their communities of
origin. This article focuses mainly on changes in the sociology of the
Mizrachi ethnic synagogue with the author discussing the social impact of
two salient trends on such contemporary synagogues in Israel. The first
trend is the heterogenization of congregations. It stems from people
moving from community to community, secularization, and the evolution
of a Mizrachi discourse that reflects the common sociocultural experience
many Jews from Islamic countries had growing up in Israel.
Heterogenization has led to a more complex model of an ethnic
synagogue, changing it from a place that expresses the culture and
heritage of a single ethnic group, such as Tunisians, Moroccans,
Algerians, and so forth, into a multi-ethnic place that reflects the ethnic
group referred to as Edot HaMizrach. The second trend 1s the religious
homogenization of the Mizrachi ethnic synagogue in the years of the
State. This trend originates in ultra-Orthodox and Orthodox socialization
processes among some of the Jews from Islamic countries, as well as local
responses to these processes. This trend has resulted in four types of
ethnic synagogues, distinguished not by place of origin but by religious
character: synagogues populated by traditionalist Jews, spiritual centers
associated with the reshuva (“return to religious observance”) movement,
batei midrash (prayer and study centers) frequented by Sephardic benei
Torah (haredi yeshiva graduates), and Sephardic synagogues set up in
religious-Zionist communities.

I[deological, Theological and Literary Aspects
of the Israeli Reform Liturgy

Dalia Marx

Nearly two hundred years have passed since the publication of the first
Reform prayer book in Germany. Since then, many dozens of Reform
siddurim and machzorim have been published, including several in the State
of Israel. This article discusses the theological, ideological and literary
aspects of the Reform liturgy created in the State of Israel during the last fifty
years. The article compares this liturgy with its parallels both in traditional
liturgies in Israel and in Reform liturgies abroad, pointing out the common
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Towards a History of the Weekly Reading of the Torah: Reading
the Text Twice and the Translation Once

Chayyim Talbi

Two readings of the Torah accompanied by its Aramaic translation are
known to us from antiquity: a communal reading of the Torah along with
its translation and a private reading, wherein the text is read twice and its
translation only once.

The translation was recited during the communal Torah reading to
enhance the public’s understanding of the biblical text, in a period in
which the community was not well-versed in biblical Hebrew. There 1s
abundant evidence of this public recitation in the tannaitic period, as
attested to by the Mishnah.

The private reading seems to have originated in amoraic Babylon and
there is no evidence of its existence in amoraic Eretz Israel. Stemming
from the communal reading, the private reading was meant to enhance the
communal one by requiring people to prepare for it by reviewing the text
and its translation. In the geonic period, this private reading took place in
the synagogue on Shabbat as part of the communal ritual. In post-geonic
times, the time allotted to perform the individual obligation was extended
to the week before Shabbat and this rite resumed its private nature. The
length of the Shabbat service may have been one of the factors leading to
the elimination of this rite from the synagogue.

Since the translation was meant to enhance the understanding of the
Torah, when Aramaic was no longer widely understood, alternatives were
sought. Some proposed replacing the Aramaic translation with Rashi's
commentary, and, later, others deemed a Yiddish translation an
appropriate replacement. However, some still maintained that even though
the Aramaic translation no longer fulfilled its function the original
ordinance could not be altered.

Ethnicity, Ultra-Orthodoxy, and Gender in the Multi-Ethnic
Synagogue in Israel

Nissim Leon

In the scholarly discourse devoted to researching Israeli society, the term
“ethnic synagogue” refers to a house of worship for Jews from Islamic
countries (Mizrachim). Whereas Israeli synagogues established by



