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be given to the deeply rooted and ambivalent cultural connotations of this
gesture, well attested in Biblical and Talmudic literature as well as in
neighboring cultures: (1) it is a gesture of acclamation, praise and loyalty
(typically between man and the Divine); (2) it is also a derogatory and
threatening gesture (typically between man and man).

The “pointing finger” appears more and more frequently on the margins
of medieval Hebrew manuscripts, from the thirteenth century onward,
mostly in manuscripts of Ashkenazic provenience. There are reasons to
believe that this graphic symbol rose in the Ashkenazic realm, particularly
in Italy, and here it attained the shape of the pointer common today. It 1s
our hypothesis that the graphic sign in Renaissance Italy had an influence
on the emergence of this form of the pointer.

Note: The article by Dr. Naomi Feuchtwanger-Sarig: "Chanting to the
Hand: Some Preliminary Observations on the Origins of the Torah
Pointer", Studia Rosenthaliana 37 (2004), pp. 3-35, came to my attention
in October 2006. For technical reasons, it was no longer possible to make
references to interesting data brought there, nor to discuss the author's
suggestion that the pointer originated in the ancient practice of using hand
signals to direct liturgical performance, and, in particular, in the cantorial
staff used in medieval church music.
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Planting Trees in a Synagogue

Eliav Shochetman

The Torah forbids planting trees in the Temple or near the altar. This
prohibition was meant to uproot pagan forms of worship and to prevent
the Jews from following the customs of the pagans. Although the
extension of this prohibition to the synagogue, considered a "minor
Temple", is not mentioned in early rabbinic literature, it is widely
discussed in later rabbinic literature. Some ruled that a synagogue was
similar to the Temple and rules that applied to the Temple should apply
also to the synagogue. Others forbade it since they considered it a non-
Jewish custom while others felt that permitting the planting of trees would
eventually lead to forbidden mingling of the sexes. Others were more
lenient in specific circumstances. But many permitted it without
hesitation. We publish here a hitherto unpublished responsa of R.
Yehoshua Heschel Margoliot, the rabbi of the Rehovot colony at the
beginning of the twentieth century. His discussion relates to a synagogue
in Petach Tikva.

On the History of the ”Pointing Finger” in Hebrew Booklore
and in the Customs of Torah-Reading

Sinai Turan

The paper explores the different functions of the Torah-pointer which is
commonly used in the synagogal readings from the Torah-scroll, as well
as the meanings and significance of several related customs. A hypothesis
is also offered about the origins of the standardized form of the pointer in
the last centuries: the hand with an outstretched pointing finger.

Contrary to common scholarly opinion, there is no clear evidence in
rabbinic sources for the Torah-pointer as a ceremonial object before the
second half of the eighteenth century. Other written sources and preserved
artifacts from the end of the fifteenth century and onward, however,
amply testify, in some areas at least, to the liturgical use of the Torah-
pointer and to the form common today.

Functionally the Torah-pointer is an extension of the pointer used in
Jewish (and non-Jewish) education in the Middle Ages, possibly even
earlier. In understanding the different uses and forms of the pointer and
the pointing gestures in various Jewish communities, consideration should
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seven lower spheres influenced various customs of prayer. This article
discusses these influences.

In the order of the wushpizin, the seven days of the Festival of
Tabernacles (sukkot) were tied to the seven famous guests as a result of
the connection between the shepherds — the patriarchs of the nation — and
the four species taken on this festival. At first the four species were tied to
the seven shepherds and later the seven days of sukkot were linked to the
seven shepherds — the ushpizin.

Apparently, the integration of the spheres in the circling (hakafot) of the
Festival of the Rejoicing of the Law (simchat torah) was not before the
nineteenth century, and identifying them with the shepherds is not at all
certain.

More complex is the testimony of the seven spheres with the counting of
the omer. In addition to the two central disagreeing positions concerning
the fundamental issue if one should have that intent when reciting the
appropriate prayers, it was observed that various positions of how to
integrate and program the spheres also exist.

There are only some hints to any connection between the seven spheres
and the Chanukah festival.

Addenda Regarding the Issue of Reading the Hafiara
During Mincha on Shabbat

Meir Raffeld

This paper refers to the article on the issue of reading the hafiara during
Mincha on Shabbat and adds two points to those of Prof’ E. Fleischer in
Tarbiz, 69 (2000), pp 318-321.The first point describes various traditions,
ascribed to Rabbeinu Tam, claiming that there never was a practice of
reading the haftara during Mincha on Shabbat.

The second point details the evolution of the differing versions of the
text used by the scholars of Provence. Their version of the text substitutes
the words “Yom Kippur” for “Shabbat”. Several reasons are suggested for
this substitution.



