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of the moon and its diminution. The disciples of the Gra who came to
Jerusalem had a tradition from their master about the Messiah descended
from Joseph and his role in the beginning of the redemption. They
therefore instituted a special prayer for the survival, welfare and success
of this Messiah. The prayer was recited on the eve of the New Month at a
place known as pitha dekarta (the entrance to the city) where, according
to the Gra's description of the redemption, the Messiah of Joseph would
struggle with the angel of Esau to remove the spirit of impurity from
Jerusalem. This article includes some of the poetry of R. Yoshe Rivlin
related to the struggle at the entrance to the city and a version of the
prayer “Joseph is yet Alive”.
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this order includes the declaration of faith, a request for redemption, and
the establishment of the kingdom of David, just as these appear in the
blessing for the sanctity of the day in the amidah.

The Unique Character of Ashkenazi Synagogal Music
Homage to A. Z. Idelsohn

Judit Frigyesi

The article discusses the problems of the scholarship of East European
Jewish liturgical music. One of the basic problems, the article argues, is
that scholars generally accepted the view of Idelsohn, who although being
the pioneer of Jewish musicology and the creator of the field, came to a
conclusion regarding the whole of the European Jewish tradition that is no
longer tenable. Idelsohn believed that, unlike the “oriental” Jewish
traditions, Jewish music in Europe lost its original/authentic “Semitic”
characteristics.

The fist part of the article focuses on the conceptual problems in
Idelsohn’s theory. It claims that (1) his divisions of music cultures
(East/West, folk/art) and (2) his supposition that the Jews had had a
primeval “original” musical tradition do not correspond to a historical-
geographical reality. Furthermore, following anthropological models, the
author proposes that rather than a fixed repertory of melodies, Ashkenazi
music should be discussed in terms of its musical cognitive processes and
structural patterns. The second part of the article discusses briefly the
main structural patterns and cognitive processes of East-Ashkenazi
liturgical music, and then argues that these are unique and strikingly
different from those of European art and/or folk musics.

The Prayer for the Eve of the Rosh Hodesh
“Joseph is yet Alive”

Yosef Rivlin

The Eve of the New Month was considered, in recent generations, a day
of fasting and prayer. The sources refer to the relationship between these
prayers and the duration of the exile. Mystics link the exile of Israel to the
exile of the shekhinah and her suffering. These are related to the waning
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took about 14 years, the prayer appeared only in Rabbi Danzig’s work. In
the second stage, lasting about 70 years, the prayer was published in
separate pamphlets. These pamphlets, published in mostly in Eastern
Europe (but also in other places in Europe and in Jerusalem), vary only in
minor details, such as the addition of vowels, translations to Yiddish, laws
of Yom Kippur, and the confession attributed to Rav Nissim Gaon. In the
third stage, the prayer was included in mahzorim of Yom Kippur. At first,
the publishers mentioned specifically that this meditation was included in
the mahzor but, as this meditation became a regular part of the mahzor,
they refrained from mentioning its inclusion.

Despite the general acceptance of this meditation, many rabbis objected
to it, or to specific aspects of it, and people of many communities
refrained from saying it. Three main points were raised against it: 1) It
came from a suspected source; 2) It was not divinely inspired and it did
not follow the accepted kabbalistic tradition; 3) The list of sins included in
the confessional part of the prayer was considered objectionable.

Some other discussions about this prayer focused on the appropriate
time to say it (before Kol Nidrei or afterwards), its recital by women,
whether it was halakhically considered to be an acceptance of the fast.
Some of the discussions resulted in emendation of the text to make it more
appropriate.

The Phrase “And Your Word is True and Eternal”
and the Blessings of the Prophetic Reading

Hananel Mack

Naftaly Wieder has shown that the phrase “And Your word is true and
eternal” was transferred from the Yom Kippur amidah to the amidah for
the New Year. According to him, this phrase is a declaration of faith in the
promise of God to forgive sins. A similar declaration of faith is found in
the blessings recited after the prophetic reading, one of which ends with
“God Who is trustworthy in all His words”. The origin of these blessings
1s in the Land of Israel, but they were known in Babylon in the time of the
Gaonim. It would seem that the phrase “And Your word is true” was
formulated in Babylon, influenced by the blessings connected with the
prophetic reading. According to Heinemann, the blessings connected with
the prophetic reading were formulated as a complete order of prayer,
concluding with the blessing that refers to the sanctity of the day. Indeed,
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intended only for women. We have surmised that the women residing in
the Sephardic milieu who composed prayers did not conceive of limiting
their works to women alone, but rather directed their liturgical oeuvres to
men and women alike.

Early Medieval Celebrations of Torah in the Synagogue:
A Study of the Rituals of the Seder Rav Amram Gaon
and Massekhet Soferim

Ruth Langer

A study of the Torah liturgies in Amram and Soferim illuminates some
elements of the prehistory of this ritual. These two earliest sources to
contain elaborate rituals are both problematic. Although extant
manuscripts show no significant variants, there is strong reason to suspect
that their liturgical texts are not original.

This paper examines these two texts in light of the early manuscript
evidence from the various regional rites. It suggests the strong possibility
that there was a consistently accepted Urform for this celebration that is
reflected in these two texts and in all known rites. The paper also
demonstrates that the closest parallels to these two rites are to be found in
the Romaniote/Greek traditions, suggesting that the liturgical text in the
Seder Rav Amram Gaon is certainly a scribal emendation, and pointing to
the possibility that Massekhet Soferim’s text may be an otherwise
unattested Palestinian tradition.

Tefillah Zakkah

Mordechai Meir

A meditation known as tefillah zakkah (a pure prayer) is recited in many
congregations as a private meditation before the beginning of the Yom
Kippur fast. It was first published by Abraham Danzig in the second
edition (1819) of his book Hayye Adam. In the section in which this
prayer is cited, Rabbi Danzig mentions the kabbalistic work Hemdat
Yamim. Mention of this book, suspected as Shabbatean, caused printers to
alter passages in this section. The alterations are frequently amateurish
and a close reading shows the inconsistencies in the text.

The prayer was disseminated in several stages. In the first stage, which
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Within the boundaries of pre-1772 Poland-Lithuania, the two-headed
angle was completely devoid of political significance.

The emergence of the Three Crowns motif in Eastern Europe occurred
concurrently with the spread of the mystic movements of Hasidism and
Kabbalah. Against this spiritual climate the motif gained its dominant
position on the East European Torah arks, it inspired the design of the
metal Torah crown (fig. 13), and became the main motif on Torah ark
valances as well.

Women who Composed Prayers for the Public:
An Historical Study

Yael Levine

The present article discusses the prayers that were composed by Jewish
women throughout the generations that were intended to be recited by
both men and women alike. The existing evidence on this issue is
extremely sparse.

Three such prayers whose authorship may be assuredly attributed to
women are known. The piyyut “Blessed, Majestic and Terrible”, which
appears in a manuscript of a Sephardic mahzor, was composed by “The
Rabbanit Merecina” of Gerona, who lived before the Spanish expulsion.
This liturgical hymn contains invocations for the salvation of the people
of Israel, and includes a request that peace reign upon them.

Two liturgical hymns (piyyutim) were written by Friha bat-Yosef, who
was born in Morocco in the second quarter of the 18th century: “Hear My
Voice in the Moming” and “Lift Up My Steps”. These prayers contain
supplications for the hastening of the redemption and express a yearning
to dwell in the Land of Israel. In Friha’s works, the public and personal
aspects are intermingled.

Four additional prayers that were authored by women, whose recitation
was not intended for women alone, have come down to us as well.
However, we have demonstrated that the attribution of these prayers is
highly questionable.

Both the prayers whose association with female personalities is clear
and known, and those that are ascribed to women, were all composed in
Sephardic communities, among them Spain, Yemen, Kurdistan, and North
Africa. By contrast, the evidence from the Ashkenazic community
concerning women who wrote prayers has to do with those that were
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depicted on the Torah arks. The impetus for the development of the new
motif probably came from the new vertical design of the synagogues. As
the height of synagogue interiors increased, the Torah ark followed suit,
making space for new motifs.

The Three Crowns motif depicted a well-known passage from the Ethics
of the Fathers: the Crown of Torah (learning), the Crown of Priesthood
(House of Aaron), and the Crown of Kingship (House of David). If one
follows the vertical axis of the Ark, one sees that each of the three crowns
is shown together with some visible representation of its specific meaning
(figs. 1, 2). The Torah Crown is combined with the Tablets of the Law,
the Crown of Priesthood with two hands raised in the traditional gesture of
the priestly blessing, and the Crown of Kingship is shown above an eagle.
However, while the Crown of Priesthood retained its original meaning,
symbolizing the priestly tribe of Israel, the other two crowns received
meanings quite different from those implied in the Ethics of the Fathers.

The shift in the meaning of the three crowns was a result of their vertical
positioning. Since the lowest, the Torah Crown, represented not a learned
person but the Torah itself, the Crown of Kingship, placed above it, had to
have some new meaning that would place it conceptually above the Torah
Crown. Hence, instead of the kingship of the House of David, the third
crown came to represent the Supreme King Himself, that is, to symbolize
Divine Kingship.

The formal element chosen to represent this crown was the eagle, which
was already familiar to synagogue-goers as a divine metaphor on
synagogue ceilings (figs. 6, 7). The origin of this element, which is known
to have appeared as far back as the 17th century, lies in a well-known
literary metaphor from the book of Deuteronomy (32:11): “Like an eagle
who rouses his nestlings, gliding down to his young, so did He spread His
wings and take him, bear him along on His pinions”. The relatively large
number of depictions known, and the fact that the issue did not arise in the
responsa literature, seem to imply that the eagle was quickly accepted as a
divine metaphor in East European synagogues. The model that the
synagogue designers took for their depiction of the Divine metaphor was a
two-headed eagle. This eagle originated in the Byzantine symbolic
repertoire, and in time became a universal symbol of government and
dominion in European folk culture as a whole. This was also its meaning
in local Jewish culture, where it appeared in a variety of contexts
including, among other things, synagogue ceilings and Torah Arks.
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Customs of Reading the “Curses” in the Synagogue

Hayyim Talbi

In two passages of the Torah Moses warned the Jews of the punishments
they would receive for violating the law of God (Leviticus 26:14-46;
Deuteronomy 28:15-69). These passages are referred to in the Mishna as
“curses” (Megillah 3:6). Due to the nature of these passages, people tried
to avoid being called to the Torah for the reading of these passages. This
is a classic example of a conflict between the demands of halakhah, which
required the continuous reading of all the Torah without skipping any
passages, and popular fear of being associated with the curses of the
Torah. It is perhaps due to the nature of these passages that the ancient
prescription that they be read on fast days and on the Sabbaths preceding
Pentecost and the New Year has been ignored.

Although the formalistic approach demanded that these passages be read
like any other passage in the Torah, the fear associated with them became
the source of many customs meant to alleviate the fear or to deflect it.
Among these customs we find that these passages were read in a low
voice or they were read quickly. In some communities, they actually
skipped these passages completely. Some used to call a poor man to the
reading of these passages, and this custom was strongly rejected by many
decisors. In other communities, following an idea found in the Zohar,
these passages were considered to be curses only superficially, while their
deeper meaning implied great promises and blessings. In these
communities, it was customary to call upon one of the leading members of
the community to read these passages, and he did so in a loud voice. Other
customs connected to the reading of these passages are discussed in the
article, and an attempt is made to place them in their historical and
geographical context.

The Three Crowns Motif in East European Torah Arks

Bracha Yaniv

The Three Crowns motif appeared in East European synagogues at the
beginning of the 18th century, and became the most dominant motif
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The Synagogue in Medieval Franco-Germany:
Between Perception and Law

Jeffrey R. Woolf

This study explores the unique and tangible way in which medieval
Ashkenazic Jewry (c. 900-1300) defined the synagogue and prayer-
service within the frame of reference of the Temple in Jerusalem and the
sacrificial service which took place therein. It is argued that while
synagogue and synagogue service throughout the ages were understood to
bear a relationship to the Temple (Migdash Me’at), nevertheless, 1n
Franco-Germany, this relationship was manifested in terms that verged on
identification between the two. The intimate connection between Temple
and Synagogue finds expression first in the realm of Law. Thus, practices
associated with proper decorum in the synagogue are classified under the
rubric of behavior in the Temple (Mora Migdash), as opposed to Spanish
authorities who place them in the context of the Laws of Prayer. In
addition, again in contrast to the Spanish orbit, the perception of the
synagogue as Temple led to the imposition of Temple-based laws of
purity upon those entering the synagogue (in the case of menstruants) and
on those wishing to lead the service. In the latter connection, it 1s
demonstrated that restricting the recitation of the priestly blessing by
kohanim was understood to be a result of the perceived need for purity
within the context of the synagogue service. The perception of the
synagogue as a literal extension of the Temple was adumbrated by
popular custom (minhag), which (following classic Ashkenazic usage)
became enshrined as normative Law. For example, following the
testimony of Sefer Hassidim, it is shown that prostration was expected on
entry and departure from the synagogue, as was the custom on entry to the
Temple Mount. In addition, it is shown that formulas for comforting
mourners, which were intended solely for use in the Temple, were
commonly used in the medieval Ashkenazic synagogue.
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would intervene, which of course was a source of great encouragement to the
Jews."

In spite of several echoes from the Book of Psalms, this prayer does not
have close parallels elsewhere, being too much of a Philonic creation. There
are also no echoes of synagogal prayers as we know them, which is to be
expected, since in Philo’s time there was not yet any form of statutory prayer
in the synagogue. That kind of prayer was a much later development. So
without wishing in any way to suggest that Philo knew the synagogal Amidah
(of which there existed in his time at best no more than a few basic passages),
in a sense we may regard this common prayer as a kind of early variant of
some of the later synagogal berakhot of the Amidah, such as Shomea * Tefillah
(He who listens to prayer) and Ge ‘ula (Redemption), but especially the
berakhah Avoth, in which God is praised as the “Shield of Abraham” (or
“Defender of the offspring of Abraham”, as in the fourth-century Greco-
Jewish prayer in the Apostolic Constitutions VII 33, 7, which is based on
Avoth)."”® The idea of God being Abraham’s shield derives from Gen. 15:1:
“Do not be afraid, Abraham, I am your shield” (cf. also Ben Sira 51:12). This
idea of a God who listens to the prayers of his people, redeems them, and is a
shield of Abraham and his offspring, is “translated” here by Philo into a
common prayer of thanksgiving composed by him to bring home to his fellow
Jews his belief that God’s providence was, is now, and will always be active
in their favor.'®

14 For other Philonic prayers on behalf of Israel see Larson, “Prayer”, p. 198.

15 See P.W. van der Horst, “The Greek Synagogue Prayers in the Apostolic Constitutions,
Book VII”, in J. Tabory (ed.), From Qumran to Cairo. Studies in the History of Prayer,
Jerusalem 1999, pp. 19-46.

16 I owe thanks to my friend Prof. David T. Runia for several useful hints.
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universe” and not as elements. As a matter of fact, Philo nowhere explicitly
identifies heaven with fire and he never mentions heaven as the fourth
element, even though he was familiar with the theory of the four elements.'?
So, what 1s meant here is that the whole universe is called upon to join the
Israelites in thanking God for deliverance. This is done, so the author says,
because the Jews have been robbed of their homes and other private and
public buildings so that the only places left for them to live are the regions of
the universe. One should not use this, of course, as an argument that Philo
considered the sea and the air as places where humans could live. The
emphasis is on the homeless state of the Jews after the pogrom.

The train of thought in §124 is not easy to follow (partly due to
uncertainties in the translation), but it seems to be as follows: God has made a
start on fulfilling their prayers by causing their enemy to stumble; that gives
them hope that he will go on and restore other things that they have lost. As is
often the case in Philo, it is possible for thanksgiving to function as a
petition.'” Although it is clear that Philo has the Jews urge God not to let the
situation remain as it is, what exactly Philo has in mind when he speaks of the
amendment of things that are still in need of restoration is uncertain. It is
certainly not (only) the demolished houses and synagogues; there must be
more, but we can only guess. Does he express here the hope for God’s
support in the Jewish attempts to receive full citizenship in Alexandria, one of
the main points of friction between Jews and non-Jews in the period
preceding the pogrom? Or is it only about the restoration of the Jewish
politeuma that Flaccus had abolished? We simply do not know. In any event,
Philo does not stress the point and makes only a vague reference. In the
remaining lines, however, he does emphasize that God has consoled his
people immensely by not delaying his punishment of Flaccus until after the
latter’s term of office had ended, which would have given them much less
pleasure, but by doing it “almost before the eyes of those whom he had
wronged”. This is significant because, by so doing, God gave them a clearer
impression, and therefore a stronger conviction, of how swiftly he could and

12 H. Box, Philonis Alexandrini In Flaccum, London 1939, pp. 113-114. Of course, calling
heaven and earth to witness is a well-known biblical theme; see Deut. 4:26; 30:19; 31:28,
etc.

13 C.W, Larson, “Prayer of Petition in Philo”, Journal of Biblical Literature, 65 (1946),
p. 190; ibid., p. 201 for the importance of hope in Philo.
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at the end of the book, Philo says about Flaccus’ death: “Justice wanted that
single body to receive the same number of wounds as that of the Jews who
had been unlawfully murdered by him” (§190).

The longer prayer (§§123—124) begins with the striking acclamation of God
as “almighty King of mortals and immortals”. That God is the king of humans
is a current idea, but his being king of immortals is strange at first sight
because it sounds polytheistic. If “immortals” means “gods”, it would imply
that God is not the only but the highest god in a pantheon. It is, then, a variant
of the well-known Homeric formula, “father of men and gods”, in pagan
literature. And, indeed, Philo speaks elsewhere of “Him, whom all Greeks
and barbarians unanimously acknowledge, the supreme Father of gods and
men and the maker of the whole universe” (Spec. leg. 11 165). It would almost
seem here as if Philo is trying to blur the distinction between monotheists and
polytheists. This need not be implied, however, if we take into account the
fact that Philo may be drawing here on traditional prayer formulae as we
come across them in Jewish prayers, such as the one by Esther (addition C 23
in the LXX) and the synagogal prayer incorporated in the Apostolic
Constitutions (VII 33, 2). In both of these texts we see God invoked as “king
of the gods”. This formula is evidently patterned on the originally polytheistic
formulations we find in Ps. 95:3 and 82:1, where God is called “the great king
above all gods” and the like. This is no more than a verbal relic of an earlier
(polytheistic) stage in the history of Israelite religion. As used by the authors
of these later prayers, they certainly do not imply a polytheistic stance. Philo
even has Moses use this formula in a prayer in which the great Lawgiver
addresses God as “Lord, King of the gods” (Conf. 173, in an inaccurate quote
from Deut. 10:17). Aside from that, we should keep in mind that Philo often
calls the heavenly bodies “gods” (e.g. Opif. 27), so he may simply be
referring to the stars, sun, and moon here.

Then follows the phrase, “We have come here to call on earth and sea, on
air and heaven, which are the parts of the universe, and on the universe as a
whole, to offer thanks to you”. There has been some debate over whether or
not Philo is referring here to the four elements — earth, water, air, and fire —
which does not seem an unreasonable supposition at first sight. But there is
now a growing consensus that Philo is using here a popular classification to
express the four regions of the visible world. He mentions the same four in an
identical manner also in Vita Mosis 1 113 and Il 37, as “parts [=regions] of the
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of the book seems to be nothing more than a glaring demonstration of
‘Schadenfreude’ on his part. The English translator of Philo, F.H. Colson,
wryly remarks: “This is easily said but not so easily done, and if Philo
believed that he himself had learned the lesson, I think he deceived himself”.
It is true that Philo gloats over the series of misfortunes that beset Flaccus,
which he describes with obvious pleasure. Here, however, he says that the
Torah of Moses teaches otherwise. Maybe Philo is thinking of the passage in
Exod. 23:4-5 about bringing back the domestic animals of one’s enemy when
one sees them going astray, or helping them when they collapse under a
burden. It is much more likely, however, that he is not alluding to a passage
from the Torah, but to Prov. 24:17-18: “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls
and let not your heart be glad when he stumbles, lest the Lord see it and be
displeased and turn away his anger from him”.'” The fact that Philo’s own
“behavior” would seem to be so much at odds with what he says here about
biblical ideas and ideals can be explained, as Nikiprowetzky suggested, on the
basis of the final lines of the longer prayer where he says that “when you did
so [i.e. punished Flaccus], it was not when he was already far away, so that
those who had suffered badly under him would have learnt about it only by
hearsay and hence have had less satisfaction, no, you did so just here, so close
by that it was almost before the eyes of those whom he had wronged, and thus
you gave them a clearer image of your swift and unlooked for intervention”.
Here, the emphasis is clearly on the fact that seeing the downfall of their
enemy right before their own eyes convinces the Jews that God can and will
intervene quickly and effectively. So, the ‘Schadenfreude’ — says
Nikiprowetzky — is not a goal in itself, it stands in the service of the creation
of hope and faith among God’s people. Their joy is not about the misery of an
individual person, it is about the meaning and implication of this, namely, the
merciful intervention of God. “Méme dans ses écrits historiques, Philon ne
cesse pas d’étre un théologien.”'' What he aims at in his treatise is not to
demonstrate a triumph of revenge but one of divine justice. That is also why,

9 F.H. Colson in the LCL edition of Philo, Cambridge MA-London 1941, p. 301.

10 1. Heinemann, Philons griechische und jiidische Bildung, Breslau 1932 (repr. Hildesheim—
New York 1973), pp. 526-527, explains this misattribution of a passage from the Writings
to the Torah from Philo’s lack of knowledge of biblical books other than those of the
Pentateuch.

11  Nikiprowetzky, “Schadenfreude”, p. 102.
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his people from a catastrophic event and to punish his opponents. In a certain
sense, therefore, the German translator of this treatise, Gerschmann, is correct
when he calls In Flaccum a ‘Trostschrift’.’ This it certainly was, as we see in
the opening paragraphs of the Legatio ad Gaium, the immediate sequel to In
Flaccum, where Philo speaks about people who “have come to disbelieve that
the deity exercises his providence for men, and particularly for the suppliant
nation which the Father and King of the universe and the source of all things
has taken for his portion” (Legatio 3), namely the people of Israel. So, Philo
has to address a real and urgent pastoral need.

Philo introduces the whole scene by saying that the Jews “stretched out
their arms to heaven” when they began to praise God. The raising of hands 1s
also mentioned in the description of the Egyptian Jews in 3 Macc. 5:25,
where they beseech God to save them from the king’s plan to execute all the
Jews. In Josephus, too, we find several references to this prayer gesture, e.g.
in the case of Moses’ long prayer in Ant. 4:40. And one is also reminded of
the raised hands carved above the Jewish imprecation incised on the famous
tombstone from Rheneia.’® But the raising of hands, of course, is a widely
recognized prayer stance in antiquity in gv.emer:a,l.?r

Now, back to the text of the public prayer itself. There are in fact two
prayers, a very short one in §121, and a longer one in §123—-124. The short
prayer amounts to hardly more than a disclaimer of malicious pleasure,
‘Schadenfreude’. For this reason, a study by the French scholar of Philo,
Valentin Nikiprowetzky, examining this prayer in /n Flaccum, bears the title
“Schadenfreude chez Philon d’Alexandrie?”.® The people say to God: “We
are not delighted at the punishment of our enemy, for we have learnt from our
holy laws that we should sympathize with our fellowmen”. These are pious,
perhaps all too pious words from the pen of Philo, for the whole second part

5  K.H. Gerschmann, “Gegen Flaccus”, in Philo von Alexandria, Die Werke in deutscher
Ubersetzung, Vol. 7, ed. W. Theiler, Berlin 1964, p. 124,

6 Corpus Inscriptionum Judaicarum 725, with comments by P.W. van der Horst, Ancient
Jewish Epitaphs: An Introductory Survey of a Millennium of Jewish Funerary Epigraphy
(300 BCE - 700 CE), Kampen 1991, pp. 148-149; cf. also W. Horbury, “Early Christians
on Synagogue Prayer and Imprecation”, in G.N. Stanton & G.G. Stroumsa (eds.),
Tolerance and Intolerance in Early Judaism and Christianity, Cambridge 1998, p. 307.

7 K. Gross, Menschenhand und Gotteshand in Antike und Christentum, Stuttgart 1985,
pp. 1424, S. Pulleyn, Prayer in Greek Religion, Oxford 1997, p. 189.

8 V. Nikiprowetzky, Etudes philoniennes, Paris 1996, pp. 96-109.
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Before we take a closer look at some of the elements of this prayer,” it
should be noted that there is one more prayer in Philo’s /n Flaccum, and that
is the one spoken by Flaccus himself. In his place of banishment he gives
himself up to great despair and finally prays to God — the God of the Jewish
people to be sure — in order to confess that he now realizes that “you are not
indifferent to the nation of the Jews, nor is what they assert about your
providence false, for all who say that the Jews do not have you for a
champion and defender go astray from sound opinion. I am a clear proof of
this, for all the mad acts that I have committed against the Jews I have now
suffered myself” (170). The contents of the entire book are encapsulated in
these final words. The idea that the persecutor of God’s people is punished in
a commensurate way so much governs the entire treatise that Philo devotes
half of the book (95 out of 191 paragraphs!) to the description of Flaccus’
downfall. In Flaccum, therefore, “may be characterized as the passion story
of the justly cursed and punished governor, preceded by the story of his
misdeeds and crimes against God’s people”.” Flaccus’ prayer summarizes this
perspective in a concise way. Although we cannot take this prayer into
account, as it is not a common prayer, it is worth looking at in terms of the
way it mirrors the public prayer of the assembled Jews. In this individual
prayer, too, the enemy of the Jews emphasizes that God does not abandon his
people and that it is his providence that makes things turn from evil to good.*
This is important because, immediately after the prayer by the Jews, Philo
says that he will present another proof that “divine providence intervened”
(§125). Moreover, in the very last line of the treatise he remarks that the fate
of Flaccus proved beyond doubt that “the Jewish people had not been
deprived of the help of God” (§191). So both prayers stand within this
framework of a story about God’s providential intervention in history to save

2  For treatment of other important aspects of this passage the reader is referred to the
excellent monograph of J. Leonhardt, Jewish Worship in Philo of Alexandria, Tiibingen
2001, Reg. s.v.

3 P. Borgen, “Two Philonic Prayers and Their Contexts”, New Testament Studies, 45
(1999), p. 302.

4  On providence in the ancient world in general, see the short but excellent contribution by
R.L. Gordon, “Pronoia”, in K. van der Toorn, B. Becking, & P.W. van der Horst (eds.),
Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible, Leiden—Grand Rapids 1998, pp. 664-667.
On providence, in Philo P. Frick, Divine Providence in Philo of Alexandria, Tiibingen
1999.
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Immediately after the news of Flaccus’ arrest had spread throughout
Alexandria, the Jews came together to celebrate it. This is what Philo writes
about that celebration:

(121) When they heard that Flaccus had been arrested and was already
ensnared within the hunter’s nets, they stretched out their arms to
heaven and began to sing songs of praise and victory to God who
oversees all human affairs. They said, “O Lord, we are not delighted at
the punishment of our enemy, for we have learnt from our holy laws
that we should sympathize with our fellowmen. But it is right to give
thanks to you for having taken pity and compassion on us and for
having relieved our constant and incessant oppression.”

(122) After they had spent all night singing hymns and other songs, at
daybreak they poured out through the gates and made their way to the
nearby beaches, for they were deprived of their synagogues. And there,
standing in the open air, they cried out with one accord:

(123) “O almighty King of mortals and immortals, we have come here
to call on earth and sea, on air and heaven, which are the parts of the
universe, and on the universe as a whole, to offer thanks to you. In
these alone we can dwell, expelled as we are from all man-made
buildings, deprived of the city and the public and private areas within
its walls, the only people under the sun to become cityless and
homeless because of the malice of their governor.

(124) But you make us realize that we may be confident that what is
still in need of restoration will indeed be restored, because you have
already begun to answer our prayers. After all, you suddenly brought
down the common enemy of our nation, who thought so highly of
himself, who was the instigator of our misfortunes and expected that
these things would bring him fame. And when you did so, you did not
wait until he was already far away so that those who had suffered
badly under him would only have learnt about it by hearsay, and hence
have less satisfaction, no, you did so right here, so close by that it was
almost before the very eyes of those whom he had wronged. Thus you
gave them a clearer picture of your swift and unexpected intervention.”

preparing a new commentary for the “Philo of Alexandria Commentary Series” (Brill).
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In this paper I will deal briefly with a prayer found in Philo’s In Flaccum. In
Flaccum is one of the two so-called historical treatises of this Alexandrian
Jewish philosopher. The treatise certainly describes historical events, but it
does so with so many novelistic embellishments and with such an obvious
theological purpose that the designation “historical treatise” needs some
qualification. Apart from writing history, Philo also wants to console his
coreligionists by means of the conviction that God, in his benign providence,
will never desert his people in times of great distress (the parallel with the
Book of Esther is clear). Furthermore, he is probably trying to warn the new
Roman Governor of Egypt not to follow in the footsteps of his predecessor.
Philo describes how, in the late summer of 38, with the connivance and even
the support of Flaccus, Roman Governor of Alexandria and Egypt from 32-38
CE, a mob of Greeks and Egyptians had begun a pogrom against the large
Jewish community of Alexandria. Synagogues and houses were destroyed,
hundreds of Jewish men and women were tortured and murdered; it was, in
short, a ‘Kristallnacht’ exactly 1900 years before the event itself. Soon
thereafter, however, Flaccus was arrested at the command of the Roman
Emperor, Gaius (Caligula), sentenced to deportation to an island, and there
finally executed. In the punishment of Flaccus, Philo sees a proof of divine
providence.'

1 For a recent discussion of these events see P. Schifer, Judeophobia. Attitudes toward the
Jews in the Ancient World, Cambridge MA-London 1997, pp. 136-160; and J. Méléze
Modrzejewski, The Jews of Egypt From Rameses II to Emperor Hadrian, Philadelphia—
Jerusalem 1995, pp. 161-183. The most recent edition of /n Flaccum is that of A.
Pelletier, Contre Flaccus (Les Oeuvres de Philon d’'Alexandrie, Vol. 31), Paris 1967. I am
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Amos Dodi

Catalonian rite, MS Oxford, Bodleian Library 2709 (Heb. d 10)

A year-round prayer book (siddur), Sephardic rite, Lisbon 1484, MS
Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale hébr. 592

A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite; dated to the 14th or the
15th century, MS Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale hébr. 593

A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite; dated to the 14th
century, MS Vatican, Biblioteca Apostolica, Rossiana 359

A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite; dated to the 15th
century, MS Vatican, Biblioteca Apostolica, Neofiti 10
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categorize the Mishnaic forms mainly recorded in post-biblical texts, e.g.
Mishna texts and pages of the Babylonian Talmud, Azharot and halakhic
hymns that were recited on holidays. The researcher should reveal the old and
reliable Mishnaic traditions of the vocalizers. Research into the connection
between the Spanish tradition and the Palestinian and Babylonian
morphological traditions is also urgently needed. These findings should help
answer the questions surrounding the extent of the cultural relations between
the Spanish Jews and the Babylonian and Palestinian Jewish centers from the
end of the Gaonic period until the Expulsion from Spain.

List of Manuscripts

The information on the subject of the dates of the manuscripts was taken from
the catalogue of the Institute of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts, Jerusalem.
Details of the dates and places of origin of the manuscripts belonging to the
Bodleian Library were taken from the following catalogue: M. Beit Arie,
Catalogue of the Hebrew Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, Oxford 1994.
Prayerbooks whose local rite remains unknown were listed as Sephardic rite,
meaning Spain and its sphere of cultural influence.

G A mahzor for Festivals (Shalosh Regalim) and special Sabbaths based on
a manuscript copied in 1265 in Barcelona, MS Moscow, Ginzburg 198

J A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite; dated to the end of the
14th century, MS Jerusalem, National and University Library Heb. 8°
6527

L A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite; dated approximately to
the 15th century, MS London, the British Library 704 (Or. 5660)

N A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite: dated approximately to
the 15th century, MS New York, the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America Mic. 4328

O A mahzor for High Holy Days, copied in 1456, Catalonian rite, MS
Oxford, Bodleian Library 1087 (Mich 318)

O1 A Sephardic prayer book (siddur); dated to the end of the 15th century,
MS Oxford, Bodleian Library 1137 (Can. Or. 24)

02 A mahzor for High Holy Days, Catalonian rite; dated to the 14th or 15th
centuries, MS Oxford, Bodleian Library 1088 (Opp. Add. 8° 1)
O3 A mahzor for High Holy Days and for the Festival of Sukkoth,



