Liturgical Compositions for Shemini
‘Atzeret by Eleazar be-rabbi Qillir

Michael Rand

l. Introduction

The purpose of the present article is to bring together those literary materials
from the oeuvre of the great Palestinian payyetan Eleazar be-rabbi Qillir (fl.

early 7th cent.)l that pertain to the festival of Shemini ‘Atzeret. Some of

*  Many people helped me in the preparation of this article. First and foremost, 1 would like
to acknowledge my indebtedness to my esteemed teacher Prof. Raymond Scheindlin of the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, the depth of which is only matched by the depth
of my gratitude to him. The support of the Shalom Spiegel Institute, of which he is the
director, has enabled me to devote myselfto the research that made the writing of this article
possible. | likewise owe a great debt to my mentor Prof. Shulamit Elizur, whose help, not
only with this article but over the course of the years, has made me competent to conduct
piyyut research at a level that is worthy of the material. Dr. Rebecca Jefferson ofthe Genizah
Research Unit of the Cambridge University Library has been unstinting in her help in all
paleographical matters connected to the manuscripts in the Taylor-Schechter collection. Avi
Shmidman of Bar Ilan University kindly represented my interests in Jerusalem, utilizing the
resources of the Institute for Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts at the Jewish National and
University Library in order to fill in some small lacunae in the microfilm collection of the
JTS Library, and procuring information on manuscript sources from Prof. Ezra Fleischer’s
Piyyut Project. Inmy home institution, 1 would like to thank Yisrael Dubitsky, the Reference
Librarian, Prof. Menahem Schmelzer, Prof. Seth Schwartz, and Dr. Jay Rovner. Prof. Robert
Brody made a number of illuminating suggestions in helping me to revise the article for
publication.

1 Palestinian piyyut literature is divided by modern scholarship into a pre-classical and a
classical period — seethe fundamental discussion by E. Fleischer, Hebrew Liturgical Poetry
in the Middle Ages (Jerusalem 1975) [Hebrew], pp. 79-275. The latter is distinguished
from the former primarily by the use of rhyme and the consequent development of complex
strophic structures, as well as by the employment of acrostic name signatures by the
payyetanim. The borderline between the two periods is represented by the compositions of
Yose ben Yose, the first payyetan known by name. His precise dates are unclear, but are
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these materials have been in continuous use for well over a thousand years,
coming down to us in the mahzorim of the Ashkenazi rite. Others have been
published over the years on the basis of Genizah manuscripts, while yet others
are edited here for the first time. In presenting these materials | am following,
albeit imperfectly, in the footsteps of Shulamit Elizur, who has done most in
her generation to show the way towards the realization of the longstanding
scholarly dream of a complete edition of the Qillirian oeuvre by bringing
out monographic treatments of compositions grouped by genre and liturgical
function.2

The classical payyetanic liturgy for Shemini ‘Atzeret is primarily concerned
with the Additional Service, during which one begins the recitation of the
pericope DWAN T"INI NINN 2'wn. This pericope is embedded within the second
benediction of the ‘amida prayer (i.e., the one ending with D'nnn n'nn), so
that the major composition for Shemini ‘Atzeret is the so-called Rain shiv ata,
which contains a compositional complex designed to highlight the liturgical
occasion and invest it with solemnity by providing it with a lengthy poetic
prelude. In addition to the Rain shivata, of which Qillir is the master in the
classical period, the Qillirian oeuvre includes regular festival shivatot, for
recitation during the Evening Service,3 and gedushta’ot, for recitation during

the Morning Service.

reasonably surmised to lie somewhere in the fourth century; see J. Schirmann, “Hebrew
Liturgical Poetry and Christian Hymnology,” JQR 44 (1953-1954), pp. 142-145. Qillir
represents the apogee of the Classical period, and appears to have been active around the
time of the capture of Palestine by the Muslims in 638; see the appendix to this article.

2 See Sh. Elizur, Qedusha ve-Shir: Qedushta®ot le-Shabbetot ha-Nehama le-Rabbi El'azar
Berabbi Qillir (Jerusalem 1988); eadem, Be-toda ve-Shir: Shiv'atot le-Arba' ha-Parshiyot
le-Rabbi El'azar Berabbi Qillir (Jerusalem 1991); eadem, Rabbi El'azar Birabbi Kiliri:
Hymni Pentecostales (Jerusalem 2000) [Hebrew].

3 The factthat the shiv'atot are intended for the Evening Service is made clear by the mention
of dew in the strophes corresponding to the second benediction (but see the comment on
I. 10 of composition no. 7). For the recitation of shiv'atot during the Evening Service in the
Palestinian rite, see Fleischer (n. 1 above), pp. 182-183.
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Qillir’s oeuvre for Shemini ‘Atzeret is therefore designed to cover the first
three services of the liturgical day: Evening, Morning, and Additional. The
three genres that are represented in it all constitute sub-types of the gerova,
which is the fundamental genre of classical piyyut. The gerova is designed to
accompany the ‘amida in its various manifestations. The gedushta is employed
with those ‘amidot that include the recitation of the liturgical trishagion, i.e.,
the gedusha. According to the Palestinian rite, the gedusha was recited in
the Morning Service of Sabbaths, festivals, and a number of other special
liturgical occasions. The gedushta does not cover the entire ‘amida in which
the gedusha is recited, but rather leads up to and terminates at the gedusha
itself. It therefore contains piyyutim for the first three benedictions of the
amida, which are followed by a number of other piyyutim that ultimately
lead up to the recitation of WiITp wWITp wWITp. (In some cases, the gedushta may
contain piyyutim that are designed to serve as “bridges” between the several
verses on the gedusha.) The structure of the classical gedushta, of which the
Qillirian gedushta is a parade example, is described by Fleischer,4 with an
important supplement by Elizur.5 The Qillirian gedushta for Shemini ‘Atzeret
does not contain any structural deviations from the standard type.

The festival shiv‘ata is designed to accompany those ‘amidot that, according
to the Palestinian rite, do not include the recitation of the gedusha. In the
classical piyyut corpus, such shiv‘atot are employed in the Evening Service
and the Additional Service. They consist of six identical poetic units, which
cover benedictions 1-3 and 5-7 of the ‘amida — i.e., those benedictions that
are common to all amidot. Benediction 4, which is the benediction devoted to
the specific festival occasion (the so-called birkat gedushat ha-yom), is provided
with an independent, relatively long, piyyut, referred to by the technical term
guf. (In those cases where no guf appears in the manuscript, it can be assumed

that it was either meant to be supplied from elsewhere, or that the statutory,

4 Ibid, pp. 138-164.
5  Sh. Elizur, “Al Migqumo u-Mivnehu shel ha-Qiglar ba-Qedushta ha-Qillirit,” Jerusalem
Studies in Hebrew Literature 3 (1983), pp. 140-155.
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prose text was meant to be recited instead.) The structure of the basic classical
festival shiv'ata is described by Fleischer.6 All of the shiv'ata compositions
listed below conform to this standard type.

As mentioned above, the major liturgical peculiarity of Shemini ‘Atzeret is
that in its Additional Service, one begins to insert the pericope NN 1'wn into
the second benediction of the 'amida. Because of this circumstance, the regular
festival shiv'ata that would otherwise have been recited in the Additional
Service of Shemini ‘Atzeret contains a series of special additional piyyutim
that are inserted between the poetic units designed to accompany the second
and third benedictions. The classical Rain (and Dew) shiv'ata is described by

Fleischer.7

[l. The Qillirian Rain Shiv'ata

The basic compositional sequence of the material inserted into the classical
Rain/Dew shiv'ata is: reshut + sederyetzira + sederpesuqim + rahif/rehifim
(or rather piyyutim of the rahit-type). This internal articulation, which is
fundamental to the Qillirian compositions for Rain/Dew,8 has a history that

may be traced back into the pre-classical period ofpiyyut.

6  Fleischer (n. 1 above), pp. 194-196.

7 Ibid., 196-198. See also idem, “Le-Qadmoniyot Piyyutei ha-Tal (ve-ha-Geshem): Qerova
gedam-Yanna’itli-GevurotTal,” Qovetzal Yad 8 (18) (1975), pp. 94-95, 96-98.

8  Thus also in the case ofthe shiv'ata "1inn y*2IX N&T NIX1A for Dew and Shabbat, published
in Sh. Spiegel, The Fathers ofPiyyut, ed. M. Schmelzer (New York and Jerusalem 1996)
[Hebrew], pp. 155-163. This composition is attributed to Qillir in a heading in one of its
manuscript sources: 1TY)X N2W Y0 NNI2A (see ibid., p. 154), but it contains no acrostic
signature. The inserted material is entirely bracketed by the verses of the Song of Songs,
the first words of which are employed seriatim in the poetic lines (with the exception ofthe
final rahit, which seriates all of the words of the final verse of the Song). The sequence of
piyyutim is as follows: qX9XN D"1'Wi "W (reshut; Song 1:1-16) + |I"9OX NNIP (Sederyetzira
[end missing]; Song 1:17-4:4) + ...n 1NIX... (sederpesugim [only the end preserved]; Song
7:5-11) + NIN2W YnX *TIT N2Y (rahit; Song 7:12-8:5) + N2'nN 'MN'W (rahit; Song 8:6-13) +
DI'N M2 (rahit; Song 8:14). The seder yetzira and the seder pesugim are structurally quite
similar — both consist of four-line strophes, the first two lines of each strophe beginning
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In a recent article, Elizur has published a pre-classical Rain shiv‘ata.9 The
inserted material in this composition corresponds to the sequence found in the
Qillirian compositions, with one significant deviation. From the seder yetzira
onwards, the correspondence is exact: N12 921 DNIN (sederyetzira) + 10VN YIX
(seder pesugim) + YnXN NN (rahit) + TIpON XX (rahit). However, in this
composition, the seder yetzira is immediately preceded by a piyyut that is
clearly not a reshut. The editor describes this piyyut as a “hymn to the Creator,
that deals primarily...with the creation of water, and contains expressions of
entreaty and supplication for rain to be brought down.” 10 Unfortunately, only
the latter part of this piyyut is preserved, as this is the point at which the
manuscript begins, so that it is impossible to know what, if anything, came
before. However, it would not be unreasonable to venture the guess that in the
manuscript in its original state, a reshut preceded this hymnic piyyut. If this
were the case, we would then obtain a slightly expanded compositional schema:
reshut + introductory piyyut + sederyetzira + sederpesuqgim + rahit/rehitim.

We find support for the assumption of such an expanded schema in a
pre-classical Dew shiv‘ata published by Fleischer.1l In this composition, the
inserted material is as follows: NIY'nn y'ax (reshut) + y'p "1n7 NIX (introductory
piyyut) + NINI2A NN (seder yetzira) + YW'> NdNn "MWN together with NINYD
"IN (seder pesugim) + NIN'AT VAR (rahit) + 'TIT Ny (rahit) + DOIX '1ION

(rahit) + 'Rn MINX (rahit) + DN AnNTIX (rahit) + AT TN (rahit)}l In this

with words from verses of the Song of Songs, seriatim, and the third lines of each beginning
with the fixed phrase nnim 0. The difference consists of the fact that whereas in the seder
yetzira the fourth line of every strophe is occupied by the verses of Psalms 92 and 93 (i.e.,
the Psalms for the Sabbath), seriatim, the fourth line of every strophe in the seder pesugim
is freely composed by the poet, and follows the acrostic order to which the other lines of
the strophe are subject.

9  Sh. Elizur, “Artzekha Tifqod be-Geshem: Qit‘ei Fiyyut mi-Shiv‘atot Geshem Qedumot,”
Ginzei Qedem 1 (2005), pp. 51-69.

10 Ibid., p. 33 (translation mine).

11 Fleischer (n. 7 above), pp. 110-139. For the dating of the composition, see ibid., pp.
107-108.

12 The first three piyyutim that | have labeled “rahit” are not preceded in the manuscript by
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case, the introductory piyyut is of the poetic contest type, in which the summer
season proves its superiority over the winter season.

The use of an introductory piyyut before apiyyut of the seder-type is attested
elsewhere in Palestinian poetic/liturgical practice. Thus, in the Yom Kippur
liturgy, we find that the seder 'avoda may be preceded by a short, relatively
simple piyyut usually known as a seder beriyot. This phenomenon is probably
to be dated as early as the pre-classical period.13 Likewise, we find that in the
classical gedushta for Shavuot, beginning with Qillir, the seder ‘olam may be
preceded by an introductory piyyut.141tis therefore not surprising that the in the
pre-classical compositional complex for Rain/Dew that was inherited by Qillir
a slot should have been reserved for an introductory piyyut preceding the seder
yetzira. It moreover appears that for reasons that are no longer recoverable,

Qillir chose to eliminate this slot from his own compositions.

[II. An Annotated List of Qillirian Compositions for
Shemini ‘Atzeret

The piyyutim listed below are published together with this article, unless

otherwise indicated.

Qedushta
1 N90d 12 WWNX NINK — This composition is published in
Mahzor Sukkot Shemini 'Atzeret ve-Simhat Tora (Jerusalem 1981) [hereafter:
Mahzor Sukkot], pp. 376-390. A version of it also appears in J. Marcus, Ginzei
Shira u-Fiyyut (New York 1933), pp. 32-38.

2. ™Y 1 1IN — This composition is published in M. Rand,
le-laz: Qedushta Qillirit le-Shemini ‘Atzeret,” Pirkei Shira (forthcoming).

the expected heading 11'NIAX 'NONI 11'NYX. However, the patterned structures that all three
of them exhibit indicate that they belong to this type.

13 For the evolution of the compositional complex “seder beriyot + seder avoda,” see M
Rand, “The Seder Beriyot in Byzantine-Era Piyyut,” JQR 95 (2005), pp. 669-676.

14 Ibid., pp. 676-679.

D. Goldschmidt,

“Ulezu

laz
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3. 'Y NITEl 'nInk — Of this composition, only the magen, along with
the first three verses of the verse chain, is preserved. As expected, the magen
consists of three four-line strophes, which encompass the acrostic letters aleph
through lamed — i.e., the first 12 letters of the alphabet. The attribution to
Qillir rests on the heading of the composition as found in the sole manuscript
witness: 2"T 1TVOND Nawl NIxXY 2w Tayvn (In Genizah manuscripts, the name
VYN with no further specification refers to Qillir.) There is no compelling
reason to doubt this attribution. The heading also specifies that the gedushta is
for Shemini ‘Atzeret and Shabbat, as is clear in any case from the text itself.

4. 11N N'X9X — This piyyut is of the giqglar type — i.e., it serves aspiyyut
5 of a Qillirian gedushta. Qillirian giglarim are divided into groups of three
strophes of three lines each. These strophe groups are separated by a refrain
strophe that terminates in the word WiTp. The main strophes of the giglarim
usually bear the acrostic 1'2'p '21'2 11YON, which allows for a division into
groups of three. The refrain strophe may also bear a short name acrostic. Our
giglar differs from this standard type in that its main strophes, while divided
into groups of three, are based on an alphabetical acrostic, rather than on a
name acrostic. The exception is the last strophe of the last triad, which bears
the acrostic signature nTIn'. In addition, the refrain strophe bears the name
acrostic 1TVON. The presence of these two signatures is enough to establish
Qillirian authorship beyond a reasonable doubt. However, giglarim based on
an alphabetical acrostic are an anomaly within the Qillirian corpus,15 and the
present case is the only example of a giglar with an alphabetical acrostic

followed by a name acrostic in the final strophe.

15 See Elizur (n. 5 above), p. 146 n. 22, who cites two cases: 0'2210n D'0IYN from the Shavuot
gedushta AIn '09X (published in eadem, Hymni Pentecostales [n. 2 above], pp. 155-160),
and 1ynw2 [nIN from the gedushta INMD Dp Now NIX for the conclusion of the lectionary
cycle (published in Ch. Brody, “Piyyutim bilti Noda‘im,” Qovetz al Yad 1 [11] [1936], pp.
TO-2'(.
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Shiv‘ata
5. NI2'AN T'AN NXINY — This composition is published in M. Rand, “Fientivity,
Transitivity, and Stem Vowel Variation in Byzantine Piyyut,” JQR 93 (2003),
pp. 489-492. It consists of six four-line strophes, and employs Psalms 6:1 as
a framing verse. Taken together, the first five strophes yield the acrostic 1TV9X,
while the sixth strophe yields n'TIn. The third line of every strophe begins with
the fixed phrase NIXy "1'aw DI'2. This shivata includes agufwhose incipit is
601V AND DIYWN
6. NIY'NN INIX NXINY — This composition is published in Rand, “Fientivity,”
pp. 492-495. Its structure resembles that of no. 5, but it does not include a guf.
7. D'IXV) D'TINN 19* AN — This shiv‘ata consists of six five-line strophes,
and employs Song of Songs 7:2 as a framing verse. Each of the first five
strophes yields the acrostic 1TV2N, while the last strophe yields n*TIn. The third
line of every strophe begins with the fixed word n1xXya. This shiv‘ata includes
aguf.
8. D'IXYIY [INN PoN |0 — This shiv‘ata is published, without vocalization or
commentary, in A. Scheiber, “Piyyutim from the Geniza Collection of David
Kaufmann,” Alexander Marx Jubilee Volume — English Section (New York

1950), pp. 545-546. Scheiber’s version does not contain a guf. The shiv ‘ata,

16  Since the publication of my article, two additional manuscript sources for the gufhave been
brought to my attention by the staff of Prof. Fleischer’s Piyyut Project. These are Cambridge
University Library, T-S NS 278.209 and T-S NS 278.139. Both are rather fragmentary, but
| hereby list the variae lectionis that they contain. The preserved portions of the gufin T-S
NS 278.139 make it clear that this manuscript contained a recension that was substantially
different from the one published by me. For this reason, I list the variant readings for each
manuscript separately T-S NS 278.209 (dots indicate lacunae): 20 «9oNn 12oNn 22/ Hnia 1o
1Y NN pwn M i e 24/ .7 0.t 23/ IRM2. On the basis of the fragmentary
reading of I. 23, it now seems to me that the proper restoration of that line in the published
version is N]IT[* NIXIX DM, T-S NS 278.139: / 27 NLIVAI JININI 29/ 12 a0 ]2 MA'AN
3002212 9D DY DIAT 022123 931 D2AT/ DI212A« J0d%12* 3L/ MW D32 NNV Jinw Y nnnw /
32 N127122 1N WN NINNWA/ 1WH DINY' D50 12 ]'0wA D..9%2 12 33/ NOvn2 21Ta JIan no'a
YT .Y 21PRY 1T YOV 34/ 1me N, In light of the new reading in I. 33, 1 re-checked
the reading in the manuscript that served as the basis for the original publication, and found
it to be mva o].[ %50 12.
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which in the present edition includes the end of a guf, consists of six five-line
strophes, and employs Ecclesiastes 11:2 as a framing verse. Together, the first
five strophes yield the acrostic 119X, while the last strophe yields n*7In. The
heading specifies that the shiv'ata is for Shemini ‘Atzeret and Shabbat, as is
clear in any case from the text itself.

9. YIN "D |ITX p2n |n — This shiv'ata is a twin of no. 8, as is the case
with nos. 5 and 6 above. Only the first three strophes are preserved, the last
one being cut off in the middle of its second line. As with no. 8, it consists of
five-line strophes, and employs Ecclesiastes 11:2 as a framing verse. Together,
the preserved strophes yield the acrostic ..VON, so that it is reasonable to
conclude that in its complete state, the shiv'ata contained the acrostic 1TYON
in its first five strophes and n'TIn in the sixth. The last lines of the two
completely preserved strophes consist of quotations of biblical verses, each of
which begins with the particle '3 and lexically foreshadows the immediately
following benediction formula. This pattern was probably repeated in all of
the strophes of the shiv'ata. A similar structure is attested in the shiv'ata nixia
mInn YN X1 for Dew and Shabbat, which may perhaps be attributed to
Qillir, and consists of four-line strophes, the last line of each strophe being a
scriptural quotation beginning with 17.'> There is no heading in the manuscript,
and the preserved text lacks any obvious reference to Shabbat, so it is most
likely that this shiv'ata, unlike its twin, was intended for Shemini ‘Atzeret

occurring on a weekday.

Rain Shiv‘ata
10. M1 9N — This composition is published in Goldschmidt, Mahzor Sukkot,

pp. 403-432.18 The acrostic signature in (the second part of) the sederyetzira,

17 Seen. 8 above.

18 Together, the first five strophes of the shiv'ata yield the acrostic signature 1TVON. An
additional acrostic signature is given in the last strophe. Goldschmidt’s text, however, is
slightly corrupt at this point, so that the signature is obscured. The correct reading of the
beginning of I. 17 is nIpn 717 D', as found in Cambridge University Library, T-S NS
276.98b. On the basis of this reading, the acrostic n'TIn is immediately apparent; cf. nos.
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which is mono-rhymed in 0'Mm)w), reads 19¥ N'1pn 1'2p 212 1TYIN. The seder
pesuqgim consists of 22 strophe pairs, each of which is devoted to one letter of
an 1"N order. Each strophe pair is followed by a scriptural verse, in the order
Torah, Prophets, Hagiographa. Each strophe consists of four lines, the third of
which begins with the fixed word D'n. The first line of every odd strophe begins
with aword from the framing verse Deuteronomy 28:12. Likewise, the first line
of every even strophe begins with aword from the framing verse Isaiah 55:10.
The odd strophes incorporate a list of historical personages/events, while the
even strophes incorporate a list of the 12 months alternating with the 12 signs
of the zodiac. Goldschmidt’s edition does not include the rehitim 'ay "wp 1'nn
0'n nawn (but see below) and NN 2100 XIX, which are published here.

The rahit o'n "2y " wp 1'nn is found in MS New York, Jewish Theological
Seminary, ENA 631.4, where it follows the rahit X1 2127 DI'R (cf. Goldschmidt,
Mahzor Sukkot, pp. 427-428). Following X1 1121 DI'N, Goldschmidt publishes
an extremely truncated and corrupt version of 0'n 'av "\wp 1'nn (p. 428). The
complete text of this piyyut, each of whose lines begins with a prefixed verb
form in the second person, is given below. After the verbal prefix tav, the lines
employ a reverse alphabetical acrostic. Thepiyyut is mono-rhymed in D'n)w).

The rahit Nnd 1100 1XIN consists of a straight alphabetical acrostic, with an
inexplicably doubled nun, followed by a reverse alphabetical series in which
each letter is repeated twice. At the point of contact of the two series, there
are only two tav-lines (instead of the expected three). In Cambridge University
Library, T-S H 7.3 + T-S H 7.27, the rahit is followed by a reference to the
liturgical formula DWAN TN1 NINN 2'wN 1'AON ' XID NNNY. After this formula
comes the second benediction of the ‘amida (D'nnn n'nn " 'X 1), followed by
the third strophe of the shiv'ata (D'miw'a 'y 1y — cf. Goldschmidt, Mahzor
Sukkot, p. 431).

11. D'nI' 7v0 NNINN — The first two strophes of this shiv'ata for Shemini

‘Atzeret and Shabbat have been published under the name of Sa‘adya, followed

5-9 above. I was kindly referred to this manuscript, which does not appear in Goldschmidt’s
apparatus, by the staff of Prof. Fleischer’s Piyyut Project.
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by his insertions for Rain, in Siddur Rav Se‘adya G a’on, eds. I. Davidson, S.
Assaf and B.l. Joel (Jerusalem 1941), pp.An-Xn and M. Zulay, The Liturgical
Poetry ofSa‘adya Gaon andHis School (Jerusalem 1964) [Hebrew], pp. nX-n9.
In the latter publication, the last strophe of the shivata is also given in a note
(p. N9). An attribution to Sa‘adya appears in the heading of the shivata in MS
New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, ENA 1178.37: n*1]o[ 1T N1w DwWa
>"'1. However, the acrostic signature 1TV9N appears in the fifth lines of the first
five strophes, taken together. On the basis of this signature, the shivata may
be attributed to Qillir.

The shivata consists of five-line strophes. The third line of each strophe
begins with the fixed words ninn 'n. In addition to the acrostic signature
mentioned above, the shivata contains an alphabetical acrostic. The letters
alefthrough resh appear once each, occupying the first five strophes. The sixth
strophe, which does not contain any elements of a name acrostic, contains the
letters shin (twice) and tav (three times). This distribution of acrostic letters is
similar to that found in Qillir’s Dew shivata QnIT'n y'ax INYT11

One aspect of the (Tiberian-type) vocalization of the Cambridge University
Library manuscripts, T-S NS 101.35 and T-S NS 274.172, deserves special
mention. In two cases where the received Tiberian system would have required
a hatef-patah, these manuscripts vacillate between shewa andpatah — see the
apparatus to lines 19 and 24. | have discussed this phenomenon elsewhere.2

12. D'NI' NINIR N0V — Only the first line of the first strophe of this shivata
is preserved. The attribution, together with the information that the composition
is a Rain shiv‘ata for Shemini ‘Atzeret and Shabbat, is given in the heading:
ITYON "7 DWA N1W. Shabbat is, moreover, clearly referred to in the text itself.
On the basis of the first line, it is safe to conclude that this shivata employs
Psalms 65:12 as a framing verse, and that in its original version it most likely

contained the acrostic signature 1TVYX in its first five strophes taken together.

19 See Y. Frenkel, Mahzor Pesah lefi Minhagei Benei Ashkenaz le-Khol Anfeihem (Jerusalem
1993), pp. 208-209, 241-242.
20 See Rand, “Ulezu laz le-laz” (no. 2 above), §T.
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13. N1wnna 15y N DIWI N2'N1.. — It is clear on the basis of the text that
this composition is for Shemini ‘Atzeret and Shabbat. It consists of only those
elements that are peculiar to Shemini ‘Atzeret, i.e., in its present form it is
not embedded within a shiv'ata. These elements are: the partially preserved
reshut nawnna 1%y X DWI N2'N1.., the sederyetzira yapn NIn'0 NIN'D""NWUKN,
the seder pesugim 210 DI'2 NOPY YN, and the rahit N9y WX 2n. The
seder yetzira is composed of four-line strophes. The odd-numbered lines of
the strophes contain a reverse alphabetical acrostic (for the tav-line, see the
commentary on I. 21). The even-numbered lines contain the remains of aname
signature that trails off into gibberish: X09nn].[pn 1[*9p '11'2 11V]ON] (for the
first letter, see the commentary on I. 21). The final, nonsensical, element is
obviously avery imperfect reflection of 2L790 n'apn Itis, however, strange that
the reverse alphabetical acrostic of the odd-numbered lines should not have
become corrupted along with the name acrostic. Perhaps this apparent anomaly
might be explained by the conjecture that the copyist was aware of the reverse
alphabetical acrostic but ignorant of the name signature. On the other hand, it
may be that the poet himself gave up in midstream his attempt to encode his
signature in the sederyetzira. This latter possibility seems more likely, in view
of the irregularities in the acrostic found in the sederpesuqgim (see below), the
acrostic structure of which could not possibly have escaped the copyist.

The seder pesugim consists of 22 strophe pairs, each of which is devoted
to one letter of an alphabetical acrostic. This order is disturbed in the third
line of the first strophe (. 67), which begins with the word Dwa instead of
an alef-word; in the third and fourth lines of the second dalet-strophe (lines
95-96), which begin with |9a and DnIW Y2, respectively; and finally in the fourth
line of the second mem-strophe (I. 168), which begins with 719'n). Whereas

the appearance of DwWa in . 67 might perhaps have been explained as a quickly

21 This acrostic signature is imitated in the seder yetzira for Dew WX Di.. by Pinhas
ha-Cohen, published in Sh. Elizur, Liturgical Poems ofRabbi Pinhas ha-Kohen (Jerusalem
2004) [Hebrew], pp. 271-274 (cf. also note 27). The signature embedded in this piyyut —
N19D1 2py' 11*1 [N 0N1'D — consists of 22 letters, just like 190 NMpN 19 *NAMVIN.
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abandoned attempt at introducing afixed word at the beginning of the third line
of each strophe, the other deviations seem to be entirely random. Each of the
strophe pairs employs one rhyme (i.e., the rhyme is repeated eight times), with
the exception of the first two strophe pairs, in which each strophe is subject
to its own rhyme. This irregularity too seems random. Each strophe pair is
followed by a scriptural verse, but the verses are not cited in any particular
order with regard to the three divisions of Scripture. Each strophe consists of
four lines. The sederpesuqim does not seriate items from any fixed lists.2

On the whole, the two sedarim, rather than leaving one with the impression of
the text’s having been corrupted, seem to be akind of not-quite-polished “work
in progress.” They clearly share properties with the corresponding sedarim in
M1 9N, but whereas the latter seem to represent Qillir’s perfected chefd ‘oeuvre
in these genres, the former bear the hallmarks of a literary attempt that still
retains traces of the poet’s tinkering.

The composition shows two rather rare features in the equivalencies allowed
by the rhyme norm. The first is the equivalence of ayin and alefin //Tv115//7VIn
T'N/ITY (lines 61-64).23 The second is the equivalence of /a/ and /e/ in the
following cases:mw//n1y//niyn//niyn (lines 5-8) ; npwn//npIX//nppni//npinn
(lines 117-120);0wn1//own//oen//owa (lines 153-156);//0wal'//DwAID1//DWn
Dwan (lines 157-160);0'vaN//Dw 19nY//0va191//0w (lines 185-188).24

14a, b. 112 NIXD "M0Y... — As with no. 13, this composition is also not

embedded within a shivata. In the form that it takes in the manuscript

22 There are, however, a number of rather unexpected references to Moses in this piyyut —
see lines 68, 78, 109 and the commentary ad loc.. These appear superficially to be chance
references, but at the same time one gets the faint impression that they may represent an
(abortive) attempt at introducing some sort of regular structural element, akin to the fixed
lists.

23 Cf. M. Rand, Introduction to the Grammar ofHebrew Poetry in Byzantine Palestine (New
Jersey 2006), §4d.

24 Cf. M. Rand, “Be-Shulei Shitat ha-Hariza ha-Qillirit,” Jerusalem Studies in Hebrew
Literature 21 (forthcoming).
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composed of Cambridge University Library, T-S NS 127.24 + T-S NS 275.36
+ T-S NS 235.104, it is made up of the following elements: the partially
preserved reshut [I1X1 NIXD 'M0V..., the very badly damaged seder yetzira |9X
ON 'wynl, and the seder pesugim DNVl D'n... MS Paris, Mosseri 1V 369, on
the other hand, consists of two non-consecutive leaves, the second of which
contains a portion of the seder pesugim, while the first contains two partially
preserved reshuyot: the latter portion of D'nin |2IY 1120 )1'NN12 N10p..., and
the beginning of [1van 9'pwn. Both of these differ from the reshut mentioned
above, and it is impossible to determine which of the three, if any, is original.
In the present edition, | first give the two reshuyot from MS Mosseri (14a),
followed by the entire composition according to the form attested in the T-S
NS manuscripts (14b).

The reshut D'nIN [21W 2120 1'MN12 N10P... is composed of four-line strophes.
The fourth line of every strophe (except the last) begins with the fixed word
niwan, which governs anoun phrase referring to some more-or-less specifically
defined social group: D'ndn '*1n%n (I. 5), etc. In this regard, it resembles the
reshut D'y 11XY VWX for Yom Kippur by Pinhas ha-Cohen.5

The reshut [1X2 n1XD "10Y... is composed of seven-line strophes. The seventh
line of each strophe begins with the fixed words of invocation 'nwal " 'y,
which govern a modifying genitive: |IX1 (I. 7), etc. This structure resembles
that of the reshut [12nN2 nYNN from the Rain shiv'ata D' 1Y 19 119WN by Pinhas
ha-Cohen,2%6 as well as the reshut 9X9X¥X D"1'win 1'w from the Dew and Shabbat

shiv'ata '2Inn Y'2IX XWT NIX1] (see note 8).

25 This piyyut is published in Elizur (n. 21 above), pp. 406-408. The matter of the social
groupings mentioned in it is discussed in J. Yahalom, Poetry and Society in Jewish Galilee
ofLate Antiquity (Tel Aviv 1999) [Hebrew], pp. 40-42.

26 Thispiyyut is published in Elizur, ibid., pp. 494-496 (cf. also her comments ibid., p. 106 n.
136). See also R. Scheindlin, “‘Al Piyyutei Pinhas ha-Kohen” (a review of Elizur’s book)
(Katharsis 6 [2006], pp. 105-121), where it is cited as an example of what the author calls
“conflation of generes” (NIAIDN NXNIIWN) (ibid., pp. 115-116). In this case, it is a matter of
the penetration of the request for dew into a reshut. Our piyyut provides another example
of this phenomenon.



Liturgical Compositions for Shemini ‘Atzeret by Eleazar be-rabbi Qillir

The sederyetzira is so badly damaged that only a few lines are preserved,
either wholly or in part. On the basis of these, however, it appears that this
(originally) long piyyut was mono-rhymed in D')w), as is the case with both
parts of the sederyetzira of "1 9X. The damage makes it difficult to determine
whether or not in addition to the still-discernible alphabetical acrostic the seder
yetzira also included a name acrostic. However, the fact that no traces of such
an acrostic are apparent points towards a negative conclusion. The preserved
material makes it clear that the seder pesuqim dealt primarily with questions
of cosmogony, in particular in its hydrological aspects.

The seder pesugim is composed of 12 strophe pairs, each strophe being
devoted to one letter of an alphabetical acrostic. The last pair of strophes,
taken together, yield the acrostic 11v2. The third line of each strophe begins
with the fixed word D'n, as is the case in the seder pesugim of 27."71 qX The
fourth line of each odd-numbered strophe terminates in the name of a zodiacal
sign, while the fourth line of each even-numbered strophe terminates in the
name of the corresponding month. These two names determine the rhymes of
their respective strophes.28 It is noteworthy that both the signs of the zodiac
and the months are consistently referred to as such, without the use of any
epithets or other metonymic techniques. Such consistency in the use of proper
names is also found in the pre-classical seder pesugim 271wn YN as well as

in the Qillirian seder pesugim [0INn DI1'2 0'D)N from the Dew shivata INyTa

27 This structure was imitated by Qillir’s successors; cf. the seder pesugim n22N NX2I 't 0
from the Dew shiv'ata DI'Nn Y0 NONWNX by Yohanan ha-Cohen (edited in N. Weissenstern,
Piyyutei Yohanan ha-Kohen Berabbi Yehoshua [Ph.D. dissertation, Jerusalem 1983], pp.
1-14), the seder pesugim '2'ax fy* from the Rain shiv'ata 0™ 15 7> 19WN by Pinhas
ha-Cohen (published in Elizur, ibid., pp. 498-503) and the seder pesugim N212 NIX |N'I
from his Dew shiv'ata TuX Di... (ibid., pp. 274-281).

28 Inthis regard, our seder pesugim is quite similar to the unpublished Qillirian seder pesugim
1'1NNY S0 NIY'N for Dew (the text appears in the M a’agarim database, published by the
Academy of the Hebrew Language).

29 Thispiyyut is published in Elizur (n. 9 above), pp. 70-78. The editor notes
this feature in her description of the piyyut on p. 49.
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0NIT'N Yr1ax It is, however, somewhat surprising in view of Qillir’s general
practice.3

In addition to the series “zodiac sign + month,” each strophe pair includes
a reference to one item from the list of the 12 tribes.® Each strophe pair
is followed by a scriptural verse, in the order Torah, Prophets, Hagiographa.
Finally it should be mentioned, as being of significance for the study of Qillir’s
compositional technique, that the four roots employed in the rhyme position in
the Saggitarius-strophe — nwp/Mwpion//Mupinn//mupan (lines 103-106) —
are identical to the ones in the corresponding strophe of the seder pesugim in
M1 ON.

Two deviations from the expected rhyme norm are observable in this
composition. The first is the lack of identity in the consonant preceding the
final vowel in the case of 0'a7//]".[//0'A10//0'ND> T2 (lines 127-130).33 The second
is the equivalence of /a/ and /e/ in the case of Y IR/ T[AN//[...]/QTIyv* (lines
131-134), if the reconstruction of the third member of the rhyming group is
correct (cf. note 24).

15. |NIYNIN WTIN2 NIV'AY AW Y. — This piyyut is a heavily damaged
seder pesugim for Shemini ‘Atzeret and Shabbat, as is made clear by the
reference to 271ynn aant Ay (1. 3). Structurally, itis atwin of the sederpesuqgim
in composition no. 14. On the basis of what may be reconstructed from the
surviving text, it appears that in its original state this seder pesugim comprised
13 strophe pairs. Each strophe of the first 10 strophe pairs is devoted to one

letter of an alphabetical acrostic, which appears once atthe beginning of the first

30 This composition is published in Frenkel (n. 19 above), pp. 208-242.

31 Cf. Rand (n. 23 above), §29r and Elizur (n. 9 above), p. 49 n. 79.

32 | cannot identify the expected references to Joseph (i.e., Ephraim and Menashe) in lines
119-126 and to Benjamin in lines 127-134. This, however, may be due to the lacunae in
the text.

33 This case may be explained as an instance of the aphaeresis of intervocalic aleffor purposes
ofthe rhyme — i.e., asthough D'NJT) were pronounced D'2T. This phenomenon is discussed
in Rand (n. 24 above). If this explanation is correct, the rhyming series simply shows the
equivalence of the voiced consonant /g/ and the voiceless /k/; cf. ibid.
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line (in the case of the odd-numbered strophes, after the anadiplosis word —
see below). Strophe pairs 11 and 12 apparently switch to devoting both strophes
of the pair to a single letter — shin for pair 11 and (presumably) tav for pair
12. Strophe pair 13 is damaged and incomplete, so that is difficult to determine
its structural function, but in any case it is significant that there are only 12
strophe pairs in the seder pesugim of composition no. 14. The fact that the
last strophe pair of the latter seder pesugim contains a non-alphabetic acrostic,
together with the fact that the alphabet in our seder pesugim is apparently
exhausted in strophe pair 12, suggests that strophe pair 13 also contained a
non-alphabetic acrostic. The acrostic word naw is discernible in I. 30 (after the
anadiplosis word), but this may be fortuitous. The rest of the strophe pair is
too damaged to make any determinations in this regard. Since thispiyyut does
not appear to contain Qillir’s name in the acrostic, its attribution to the poet
rests exclusively on its similarity to its compositional twin no. 14.

The third line of each strophe begins with the fixed word nwa. The fourth
line of every odd-numbered strophe terminates in the name of a month, while
the fourth line of every even-numbered strophe terminates in the name of the
corresponding zodiacal sign. As in the case of the “twin” no. 14, the months
and the signs of the zodiac are consistently referred to by their proper names.
The damage to our piyyut makes it impossible to determine whether or not it
employs any other list(s) besides the “month + zodiac sign” series, though this
does not appear to be the case. Each strophe pair is followed by a scriptural
verse, in the order Torah, Hagiographa, Prophets. The last word of each verse
is repeated by anadiplosis at the beginning of the first line of the following
strophe. This type of anadiplosis, including the displacement of the acrostic
word into second position within the line, is also attested in the pre-classical
seder pesugim J1wn YN (see note 29). It is unclear how this structural feature

may have been implemented, if at all, at the beginning of the piyyut.
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Appendix: The Mount of Olives in Qillir’s Piyyutim for
Shemini ‘Atzeret

In her edition of the piyyutim of Pinhas ha-Cohen (fl. second half of the eighth
century), Elizur notes that in the compositions for Shemini ‘Atzeret, the Mount
of Olives is twice mentioned as a destination for pilgrims coming to Jerusalem:
D'NNON DN DTN IND//DINYD WID'WA AIND DY NIYYA (piyyut 0Y, lines 39-40)
and D'N'TN INY NIN'D DONIYVA (piyyut TN, . 53). She interprets these references
in light of a custom, attested primarily from the tenth century onwards, of
gathering on the Mount of Olives during Sukkot, especially on Hoshana Rabba.
“This general assembly was connected to the rabbinic leadership in Palestine,
and was used for important announcements affecting the community.” In
her view, Pinhas “surely knew that at the time of the Temple, the primary
destination of pilgrimage was not the Mount of Olives but rather the Temple
Mount, and so it appears that he is influenced here by the pilgrimage destination
current in his own day.”3%

The Qillirian corpus for Shemini ‘Atzeret also contains references to the
Mount of Olives. The first of these is found inpiyyut 5 of the gedushta 1 ITIX
™9 (no. 2 above): D'MY1 NpnNA//D'NIA 1N YT “Provide sweetness at the [proper]
times for the one streaming to the Mount of Olives” (lines 108-109). The
second is in the giglar |21 n'XoX (no. 4 above): [.] D'ANNXY//D'NINT 19N
D'N'TA N2 DI'R “The ones measured with a span (i.e., the heavens) rain
down [...] on the ones supplicating today on the Mount of Olives” (lines
37-38). The general similarity of the references in the works of the two poets,
together with their localization in both cases within compositions for Shemini
‘Atzeret, strongly suggest that if they are indeed referring to a real (rather than
imagined) custom of gathering on the Mount of Olives, as seems to be the case,
the custom referred to in both instances is the same. The problem with this
conclusion is the assumed date of Qillir, who by general agreement flourished

sometime in the beginning of the seventh century — i.e., during the turbulent

34 Elizur (n. 21 above), pp. 223-224 (translation mine).
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final days of the Byzantine period in Palestine, which witnessed the Persian
occupation (614-629), the restoration of Byzantine rule (629-638), and the
Muslim conquest.3 And while there seems to be no difficulty in imagining a
large public gathering of Jews on the Mount of Olives in the days of Pinhas,
i.e., in the Muslim period, it is much more difficult to do so in the days of Qillir.
However, it appears that with the exception of the Byzantine restoration under
Heraclius, Jews were able to maintain at least a tenuous presence in Jerusalem
from the beginning of the seventh century until the Muslim conquest. In the
years 614-617, moreover, they actively participated in the Persian occupation
of the city.3 The problem, therefore, is not so much with the notion of a Jewish
presence in Jerusalem in the early seventh century, which can be defended,
but rather with the idea that an institution involving a festive public gathering
of Jews in Jerusalem (though outside the city wall) could take root during
this time and survive all of the ensuing violent disruptions to continue on into
the Muslim period. Because of this, | hesitate to offer a concrete historical

explanation of the few bits of text adduced here, preferring to limit myself to

35 See Z Baras, “Ha-Kibbush ha-Parsi ve-Shilhei ha-Shilton ha-Bizanti,” Eretz Israelfrom the
Destruction of the Second Temple to the Muslim Conquest, eds. Z. Baras et al. (Jerusalem
1982) [Hebrew], pp. 300-349.

36 See J Schwartz, Jewish Settlement in Judaea (Jerusalem 1986) [Hebrew], pp. 190-191.
This is the brief period that constitutes the historical background of Sefer Zerubavel.
This work apparently bears witness to certain acts of the Jews in Jerusalem that bear a
messianic/apocalyptic character, such as the offering of sacrifices: XI2' DN'wIN |2 n'mn)
"W 2P 12P'L.LDOWINYD.LONW DD DX Yap'l® (Y. Even-Shmuel, Midreshei Geulla,
second edition [Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 1954], p. 78). Such acts, however, to the extent
that they clearly lie outside of the bounds of institutionalized norms of socio-religious
behavior, cannot be compared to the institution under discussion here. In our case, neither
the references themselves nor their general literary context suggest even a faint hint of
underlying apocalyptic fervor. Forpiyyutim that clearly reflect this fervor, and consequently
take quite a different tone, see J. Yahalom, “‘Al Togpan shel Yetsirot Sifrut ke-Maqor
le-Berur She’elot Historiyot,” Kathedra 11 (1979), pp. 125-133; E Fleischer, “le-Fitron
She’elat Zemano u-Megom Pe‘iluto shel Rabbi Eleazar Berabbi Qillir,” Tarbiz 54 (1985),
pp. 383-427; W.J. van Bekkum, “Jewish Messianic Expectations in the Age of Heraclius,”
The Reign ofHeraclius (610-641): Crisis and Confrontation, eds. G.J. Reinink and B.H.
Stolte (Leuven — Paris — Dudley, MA 2002), pp. 103-112.
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the cautious assertion that both Qillir and Pinhas are to be seen as referring to
the same institution. | would furthermore suggest that the question of whether
or not this institution is to be identified with the gatherings on the Mount of
Olives on Hoshana Rabba known from Geonic times cannot be considered as

settled.

Bibliographic abbreviations employed in the commentary

. "NTIND NO'W 1WA = M. Rand, “Be-Shulei Shitat ha-Hariza ha-Qillirit,”
Jerusalem Studies in Hebrew Literature 21 (forthcoming)

. 01')TA = Gesenius’Hebrew Grammar, eds. E. Kautzsch and A.E. Cowley
(Oxford 1910)

. WY 'Y= M. Zulay, “ ‘lyyunei Lashon be-Fiyyutei Yannai,” idem, Eretz
Israel and Its Poetry, ed. E. Chazan (Jerusalem 1995), pp. 451-527

. "o = M. Zulay, Piyyutei Yannai (Berlin 1938)

. nY1on W'Y9 = E. Fleischer, Eretz-Israel Prayer and Prayer Rituals as
Portrayed in the Geniza Documents (Jerusalem 1988) [Hebrew]

. [lWY 'p19 = H. Yalon, Pirgei Lashon (Jerusalem 1971)

. 71 = M. Rand, Introduction to the Grammar of Hebrew Poetry in

Byzantine Palestine (New Jersey 2006)

Qillirian piyyutim cited in the commentary
. 71'ANNX = D. Goldschmidt, Seder ha-Qinot le-Tish'a be-Av, second printing
(Jerusalem 2003), pp. 0p-T1p

n'vawn "IN « = part of the gedushta 12 "WX NINN (no. 1 in the present

edition)
. ™9 1 1T)IN = no. 2 in the present edition
. 12 YWNX NINK = no. 1in the present edition
. DI'2 DN = Y Frenkel, Mahzor Pesah lefi Minhagei Benei Ashkenaz

le-Khol 'Anfeihem (Jerusalem 1993), pp. 225-234
. 119X = no. 10 in the present edition

. |vn p'ox = part of the shiv'ata "1 qX (no. 10 in the present edition)
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27p1 Y0) NOWPN = part of the shivata "2 X (no. 10 in the present edition)
non YIX = Sh. Elizur, Rabbi E I‘azar Birabbi Kiliri: Hymni Pentecostales
(Jerusalem 2000) [Hebrew], pp. 89-135
N1'N... = no. 13 in the present edition
ININ 2NN'l = Sh. Elizur, “Va-Yetehav Omen: Qerova Qillirit le-Furim
be-‘Itsuv Murhav,” Tarbiz 64 (1995), pp. 501-513; Sh. Spiegel, The
Fathers ofPiyyut, ed. M. Schmelzer (New York and Jerusalem 1996), pp.
188-205
YIN NN9' = part of the shivata "1 X (no. 10 in the present edition)
T'AN NXINY = no. 5 in the present edition
ANIN NXINY = no. 6 in the present edition
19' NN = no. 7 in the present edition
N1XD 'MLY... = no. 14b in the present edition
YINY D1ON = part of the shiv‘ata M1 X (no. 10 in the present edition)
[ITN P20 N = no. 9 in the present edition

[INNX P20 [N = no. 8 in the present edition

Symbols employed in the present edition
[....] = more than one word missing
[...]= one word or less missing
[..] = two letters missing
[.] = one letter missing
{ } = scribal correction or double writing in the manuscript

< > = completion of a scribal abbreviation
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Piyyut No. 3

Manuscript: TS H 15.33

Notes: In the Spiegel Archive at JTS, there is a transcription, not in Spiegel’s hand,
but with some corrections and marginal notes by him, in Book 1 (= 434), and a photo

in Folder 288.
5T ATYOND NAWI NIXY MY TNyn ‘M nwa
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I XV IXIT
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NnA0Ipn NIX1 Nyd
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Piyyut No. 4

Manuscript: T-S NS 110.155
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el [
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JNINI[AN ND'ON AN2
1.0 5

NIRAY v 9IN].

1nV'[12 DIND **NN ONIA
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MWD - NIJION AN NINIAN ND'OX AN .4 .TIVE )T, T Ity (' INXD''9 Yy [IwHn ;3T N'NeX .1
195y DN 1D VWD DIN .7 .AND NP ND1IN 1D MV DK W DIN.. .6 T D Ning
JTIVE)DD A DNT( M ven oY
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Manuscripts:

T-SNS 278.119 (X): II. 1-31
ENA 3214.14-15 (): Il. 8-56
T-SH7.48 (): Il. 11-15,60-74
T-SNS 315.203 (7): Il. 1-15

Text:

Lines 1-7: T-SNS 278.119
Lines 8-56: ENA 3214.14-15
Lines 60-74: T-SH 7.48

Notes: In the Spiegel Archive there are a photo and a rough transcription, not in

Spiegel’s hand, of T-S H 7.48 in Folder 132.
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Piyyut No. 10

Manuscripts:
ENA 631.4 (X): Il. 1-40
T-SH7.3 Q)+ T-SH 7.27 (,): Il. 23-88

Text:
Lines 1-40: ENA 631.4
Lines 40-88: T-SH 7.3+ T-SH 7.27

Notes: The text in MS X is provided with Tiberian-type vocalization. In the apparatus,
I only indicate those cases where the interpretation implied by the vocalization differs

from my own. MSS 1 and, represent the right and left halves of a folio leaf on which
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the piyyut was laid out in two columns. As a result, MS 1 (recto) basically contains

the right column, while MS | (recto) contains the left column.
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Piyyut No. 11

Manuscripts:

ENA 1178.37 (X): II. 1-10
T-SNS 101.35 (2): Il. 11-20
T-SNS 274.172 ()): Il. 16-30
ENA 2963.4 (T): Il. 26-30

Text:

Lines 1-10: ENA 1178.37
Lines 11-20: T-SNS 101.35
Lines 21-30: T-S NS 274.172

Notes: All four manuscripts are provided with partial Tiberian-type vocalization.
In the apparatus, | have only noted those cases that differ meaningfully from the
vocalization given in the present edition. | was informed of the Qillirian authorship

of the shiv'ata by Shulamit Elizur, whose information came from B. Loffler.
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Piyyut No. 14a

Manuscript: Mosseri 1V 369
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Piyyut No. 14b

Manuscripts:

T-SNS 127.24 (X) + T-S NS 275.36 (1) + T-S NS 235.104 (): Il. 1-134
Mosseri 1V 369 (): Il. 57-82

Firkovich Il A 236.6a (n): Il. 46-98

Text:

Lines 1-32: TS N-S 127.24
Lines 33-50: T-SNS 275.36
Lines 51-134: T-S NS 235.104

Notes: The first three manuscripts are consecutive parts of one booklet. In MS ,, the
kafand lamed strophes of the seder pesugim are both missing their second and third
lines (Il. 80-81, 84-85), and are not followed by verses. These are supplied from MS
n. MS n shows some gross inaccuracies in the citation of verses (cf. the comment on
I. 94). MSS n ) ,2 ,X were brought to my attention by Shulamit Elizur, who was told

of them by B. Loffler. MS , was catalogued in E. Fleisher’s Piyyut Project.
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