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Introduction

If you think that you are studying the text written by Rashi, think
again. Actually, there is no surviving text written by Rashi himself as
the original texts were completely destroyed during the Crusades. The
question arises then: Whose text are we studying? This pamphlet addresses
this fascinating question, starting with the oldest dated manuscript in
existence, written in 1233. It then examines several early manuscripts of
Rashi, the incunabula’ editions of Rashi on the Torah, the text of Rashi
in the early sixteenth century, the textual struggles of sixteenth and early
seventeenth century supercommentaries? and concludes with seforim that
deal with this question today.

When reading Rashi on the Torah, one can imagine a comment
compiled by Rashi, written down by Rashi’s students and variously altered
by copyists and scribes. This has caused textual divergence. With copyists
producing manuscripts in large numbers, and with the multiple versions
of the different students, variants were bound to emerge.
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