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It is shown that nY5n thecheleth and y2)7x argaman - are two kinds of sea
purple (purpurae), of which the former the blue (caeruleum) was produced
from the conchylium, the latter purple (purpuraeum) in an accurate sense was
produced from the blood of what is properly called purpura.

Purple (purpura) comes from three kinds of shell-fish (concharum): from
what is properly called the purpura, from the conchylium and from the murex
or buccinum. The conchylium are often taken in common, often also
differentiated (from one another). The color of what is properly called purple
(purpurae)- is red (rubra), of the conchylium - blue-grey (glauci), and like the
sea. The color of the conchylium is midway between purple (purpureum) and
blue (caeruleumy), like the deep Indian/indigo purple (purpurisso Indico) and
the eyes of panthers, (young panthers have bluish [blue-grey] eyes).

...when the matter has been investigated more carefully, I feel that argaman
or argavan and thecheleth are different kinds of sea purple (purpurae), the
former of the two is red (rubra)the latter rather blue (caerulea).
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As one passes on ...DIVN HY TANR DNINT YNAN 121 :22 /)Y
from north to west it is found of a bluish shade. Due east and west
.»what is found is of a violet shade.
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burnt yellow which is much used in stuccos... by which it acquires a purple
colour, ('purpureo colore’).

21N IPNIY DNINNY,MAN Y PRI 91T WX burnt yellow NYnna 5rwn)
ran earthy pigment containing ferric oxide, :N)n ochre -1 ,”burnt ochre”
[typically with clay, varying from light yellow to brown or red”.
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absence of blue from the poet’s ...)7 1YY ¥YIN2 (DN DIYIN HY)
sescriptions... the word kyanos which in later stages of Greek neant
9PN YY 1127 MM .blue... in Homer it almost certainly meant ‘dark’
during the classical era kyaneos meant a dark color: deep blue, , 7PN
.rviolet, brown, and black.
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5. THE GEM SAPPHIRE (SAP’IRONI),

The gem which is called sapphire is of the color of porphyry (dzoceuli).
Like porphyry, the gem sapphire is of a black color similar to the color of the
bnobi. There are many other gems similar to the sapphire ; the one they call

basi-likey (i.e. Baotdiyr)), the others krriisey (i.e. ypvofj) and the <a> tikey (i.e.

Attiyr)), which are not so fair to behold: their colors are somewhat less
beautiful. As 1 think, they say that these are in India and Ethiopia, and they
stand in order round the altar (/it. place of idols) of Dionysus (Dyoneysesa),
although it is not credible what they say, that there are 365 steps (batmon); all
are of sapphire, and each of these is a complete step (bat'mon) of sapphire stone
and they are joined one to another by chains. For this is the marvellous stone
of kings, and fair and desirable to behold; hence some give it the name of

alek’siponon (i.e. &Ae€imovoc).

The property of this gem is that when one takes its dust and mixes it with
milk, it heals scabs, swellings and tumors. It is written in the law of Moses
(Exod. 24, 10) that, when he beheld his vision on the mount, "there stood
beneath his feet a heavenly body made of sapphire stones’.
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In the 1980s a theory gained prominence, that after Greeks mixed their wine
with hard, alkaline water typical for the Peloponnesus, it became darker and
more of a blue-ish colour.
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epithet, when applied to the sea, could also be evoking its 'turbulence’ rather

.than just its darkness
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Colours In Ancient Greek Polychromy And Painting: Material
1 Aspects And Symbolic Values, p. 12
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...The word kyands (kuavdg), which in later stages of Greek meant blue,
does make a limited appearance, but in Homer it almost certainly meant dark»,
as it was used to describe the eyebrows of Zeus. Gladstone proposed that the
Homeric usage of colour-terms focused not on hue, as contemporary usage
does, but was instead primarily referring to how light or dark the object being
described was. His work was almost immediately misinterpreted as a claim
about whether the ancient Greeks could see certain colours or not - a claim with
which Gladstone completely disagreed. Despite this, the misconception of
Gladstone’s position has been repeated until the present, appearing recently in
such works as Guy Deutscher ’s Through the Language Glass: Why The World
Looks Different In Other Languages.
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