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The four sons are portrayed as
Russian Jews facing a Russian
commissar in Let My People Go: A
Haggadah by Mark Podwal, New
York, 1972. Moved by the plight of
Soviet Jewry, Podwal sought to
dramatize their situation through a
specially illustrated Haggadah as a
homage to them. He notes, “the
land of Egypt becomes the Soviet
Union, and Pharoah suddenly bears
a striking resemblance to the Czar
Nicholas II. In addition, | have tried
to incorporate into my drawings
some of the mystery associated
with the miracles and wonders of
the feast of Passover.”

In an infroduction to the Haggadah
by the actor and musician
Theodore Bikel, he wrote, “Dr.
Podwal's illustrations relate to the plight of the Jews in the Soviet Union as the contemporary
version of Jews smarting under the whip of the oppressor. . .they remind us of fresh wounds. ..
Hopefully in the years to come, this Haggadah will be in use in Jewish homes with children seeing
in these pictures only another chapter in the long Jewish history of suffering and deprivation - but
a chapter of the past.”

Used by permission of Dr. Mark Podwal 16
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