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In the third century, CE., some scholars made it their practice to erect
signs near the graves of the earlier Rabbis which were forgotten in the
course of time and could be identified only with difficulty. R. Lakish
(died about 279 cE) is reported to have indicated in this manner jthe
sepulchral caves of the scholars (13377 Xnay» 131) and on one occasion
he had great difficulty in finding the tomb of such a famous scholar as
R. Hiyya (B.M. 85b). In B.B. 58a the same practice is related of R. Benaya
(beginning of the 3rd century, cE). In this connection we have a
legendary story of R. Benaya’s visit to the cave of Makpelah ... .'%
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