Marc B, Shapiro

Scholars and Friends: Rabbi
Jehiel Jacob Weinberg and
Professor Samuel Atlas

Any history of the Torah uv-Madda philosoply st include R Jehiel
Jacolr Weinberg (1854-1900). As one of the oustanding Talmudists
and paskim of this century, who was equally at home in modern Jews-
ish scholarship as in lraditional Tocah learning, he is almost unigue,
Mot 0 well known is that B Weinberg also had one of the most ex-
tensive and wide-ranging correspondences ol any gadol be-Yisrae!
although many of these letters are of lasting vulue, particalarky sipnif -
icant 15 R Weinbeng's correspondence with Professor Samuel anlas,
prabably his closest friend.

R Weinberg first met Atlas in the early 192075 i Lithuania, aned
[rom thut eime on they becane very close. Before World War 11 they
alsny corresponded. bul these letters were destroyed in the German
bombing of London.! However, when Atlas published [ fiddushel ba-
Rabad on Sawa Kameng (London, 19407, he was able to nclude Wein-
bers's many imporlant noles. What makes the Weinberg Allas corre-
spondence, and friendship, so significant is that Atlas was a professor
at the Relorm Iebeew TInion Cellege, This facl is cwough to raisc
one’s aftention, for it is very umsual for a gedol to even be friendly—
net 10 menbon on inlitnate lerms—with insiractors ac such institotions,
When one realizes that it was anly with Atlas thar ®. Weinberg {ele
comfortable in revealing his innermost thoughts, feelings, and frusira-
lons,? iU breomes apparcal thal we are confronted with a relaionship
the likes of which is unlmowmn in the history ol gedoded Yisvae!l

10%
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While R. Weinberg bad a comnplewely negative vicw of the Reform
movement, belicving it 1o e akin 1o Christianity, his animude wwards
individual Retorm rabbis was very different. He recognized that many
of 1hese rabbis were positively serving Lhe Jewish cormrmnity and he
treated them with respect. Significantly, unlike many of his col-
leagues, he was not philosophically opposed 10 his shidents becomn-
ing members of the Alfgemeiner Rabbinerverband which comprised
rabbis ol all dencminations and was the pre-war German equivalent
of the curent New York Board of Rabbis.

There is a grear deat which can be suid about these letters, and 1
have dealt with them in my dissertation’ and forthcoming biography
of R. Weinberg. Here I present in translation from the Hebrew signifi-
cant selections from these letters, which give us a glimpse into the
inner thoughls of this modemn Onthodox sage. Among the many inter-
esting things readers will notice, two are of panicular significance,
The fiest is R Wembeng's great pessimistn about the characier and
fute of the Jewish people. This aspoct of R, Weinbers's personality is
found throughout his cotrespondence and hints to it are also fosth-
coming in his public writings. The other inleresting aspect, which
because of its sensitive nalare is not found in his letters w other
scholars, and probably could never have been expressed 10 most of
his Orthodox colleagues, is Weinboeng's thoughts about areas of
Jewish baw which discriminate againg Gentiles. In his great honesty,
he could not deny that these laws troulbled him o his core, bt
because of his great loyally 1o tradition, he could not reject them.
ilercin lay the tension, which was particularly wrenching being that it
was not merely 4 theoretical coneern since R, Weinberg had a very
close friendship with a noo-Jow, his teacher Taul Kahle. Again, il
hardly rnecds 10 be said that such a close iendship with a non-Jew is
also very unusual in the history of gedolei Yisraal, In this regard, it is
worth quoting a pussage from his lener to Kahle afer the death of
Lhe latter's wile, as it shows R. Weinberg's sensitivity to Gentile pisty,

Whenever [ had the chance to mest with her, T was strongly
impressed by her deep retigions devotion, her calm nansre a0 her
solid judgment—the fundamemal qualities of a strong, great
woman. The death of this noble, pious Christian woman, besides
being a tragedy for her own family, has a historic reschanee as
well. She was one of the few Geman women, perhaps the only
ong, who found the courage to defy the criminal regime where it
counted, romumitting herself to the protection of the innovent vie-
tms of persecution, In the fsraeli newspapers her heroic deeds
have been recounted and praised, and 1 am cenain that many
atnong us cherish grateful memories of her.’
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The Weinberg-Atlas correspondence is stored in a restricted collec-
tion inn the Jowish Theological Seminary of Ametica, and 1 thank the
library of the Seminary and Mrs. Samuel Atlas for giving me permis-
sion to make use of this collection.

December 24, 1946

I is impossible for me to describe in words my preal joy al receiv-
ing wvour letter: It is the first sign of lile which T recetved from vou
afller many years of separation. Tn the meantime, 1 was otally re-
moved from lite and viewed myself as having deparred this wodd. T
did not have even a small hope that T would risc up from the grave
in which T was baricd. And then came your woendesdul letter, a voice
from the world before the destruction, bringing joy W my frozen
bert. It is as il Froo dreaming. T read and rercad your lener and am
coming tey believe thal, in tnilh, not all life has been destroved. A
remnant still survives, Perhaps 1 shall coece again be part of the living.

My family, my sisters and their familics and everylhing they had,
my brothers and their families, my other relatives, close and distant,
have been iotally desiroved. Only one sister remains in Harntbord with
her hushand and children. They were able to escape from the land of
blood [Germany] before the war. T also have some relatives in Ameri-
ca, relatives who went their own ways decades before the war and
with whom 1 have never had any relatonship. They are now writing
to e, trying o establish a connection. It appearcs that this s duc toa
lecling of piy on their belwll, and because of this thedr letters are not
able 1o provide me with even a drop of comfore.

March 25 1047

With great joy 1 received vour ook, Your edition of the Rabad [on
Buve: Koawrme; London, 1940] makes 2 greal impression. Your el
dushim and notes excel in their carity and protundity, [t must have
inade & wonderful mmpression in the world. 1 thank you for including
my noles and thereby amaching my name o the work of one of the
great Rishowim.® . . | Regarding my irip 1o America, it has been
delayed by my sickness, After Passover | will begin to prepare for it
In truth, [ hesitate greatly. T fear this arass and tumoliweus land. 1 feel
loathing when 1 browse through newspapers and magazines and
encounter the cxaggeraions and the vociferous declarations, In Frez
Yisrael iy students and friends press me o go there. They promise
me good possibilities, but T sce that the Land of Tsracl is becoming a
Hebrew version of America, Also there “advertising” rules. "Ceonfm”
sprout up there as grass in the field. Those who were emissaries of
the veshivol and unimmportant reashgibim have overnight become
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otstanding geeefrr. The partisun extremism alse poisons the atmos-
phere, Whoever isn't a fighting zealot must of necessity be a flatwerer
and crawl an the feet of the powertul in order 10 survive, ‘The filth of
the gefut is becoming more powerful, and there is no escape for
those whao are refined. This is the emotional reason behind my hosi-
Latons. Here Tam reroved from all the fruudulencs.

Angust 4, 1047

[ have nothing against printing my article in the jubilee volume for
Bav La'i [Chaim Tchernowitz], We are all obligated in his honor. 11e
was Lhe first, in Russia, to develop aritical investigation of the Talmud
and paskim. 1le brought scientific understanding of this ancient. Itera-
ture to those in the feld of Hebrew taw, wiho [previously] knew only
"songs and stories” or [engaged inl poor journalism which lacked all
ulent. Fven though I disagree with himn in many basic issucs, and a
number of points in his books deserve eriticism, 1 don't shat my eyes
before his greal imponance as @ sapge and writer in Israel. Also, even
when he differs with accepred views, he does so with respect, awe,
und u pure and taithiul hean. .

You must have studied m depth my arlicle which is in vour posses-
sion, The articte sheds light not only on the historical conditions in the
days of the Mishnah, but is an in-depth study of the Talmod's perplex-
ities ar illusirates 3 proper mode of research. Talmudists from the
old school and so-called modern Talmudists of the sort at the Hebrew
University and others of this vaciety will not understand this article.
Very few will be able to approciate it properly, and for these fow, in
which you my friend arc included, I write and work, .

I saw a few “diplomats® hets during ihe time of the world con-
gress.” Thev cry and express regret over the troubles of our people,
and enjoy all that s good in (st-rate hotels. Their Faces are like those
of pig-breeders.® We are guillier than any other people!” Have Fou
read my adticle on Herzl? In i 1 also speak of the strength and holi-
ness of the wartiors of Tsrael in the kind of Tsrael—my only comfort.

Anpust 22 1048

Your anicle "Ha'wramah Mishpatit,™ made an cxcellent impres-
sion, It is a combination of profound Iogic and sharp etiticism, and a
good illusiration that not all who wish to adopt the ritle “talmudic:
researcher” can do so. A sciendific-critical sensc is not enough. Pro-
found paditional wlmudic learning is an cssential prerequisite for crir.
ical rescarch,
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Sepiember 20, 1948

During my researches T used . . s book on the Mishnah and saw
that mest of it is faudalent and full of plagiarsms (heaven is be-
tween ust'®) | was shinked w see how he oraftily uses the works of
eihers aned purs a slightly different spin on the material he wok from
Frankel, I. H. Woiss, [alevy and Hoffmann, He acts as if he made
new discoveries, and the readers don’l sense L

in general, we arc afflicted with a4 despicable charatanism which
15 nol found among any other peoples. When 1 see this 1 become de-
pressed and ask inyscll: "For whom am T working™ . . . Furthermore,
in the new Hebrew atate they give out high positions only Lo imiends
and people who know how to fatter properly. - .. The Jewish world
has always acted and will continue to acl in this fshion.

You are in doubt as to whether Rav £a'ir is best deseribed as a
wriler or a scholar, One can make [rom him twenty protessors tor the
Hebrew University. The prattler [Joseph] Klawsner did not reach his
ankles and the olher “sages." who are they? It is true that be did not
analyzc the sources with a eritical-philological methed, bul no one
compares Lo him when it comes to desoribing events and phenomena
in a histotical philusophical spitit. The nations of the earld lnow
howe b0 distinguish between ditferent helds of stody, But we, a poor
and weak nation, request original genius frome everyone, There s
alse the matter of the abhorrent belinling which is cormmon among
us. [Jacob] Klazkin, of blessed memory, belittled all our writers and
philesophers, while others regarded him as insignificant. Also, every-
one s jealous of the other In tuth, everyone has some measare of
achievement, bur they must be described in a [ashion which saily
them, vather than characeerizing them as something they are oo,

Jonuary 14, 1954

1. Heschel surprised me wilh a letter in which he mentions his
*sin” [of not writingl and apologizes, . . . He also gave me his articles
and pamphlets such as Pikuah Neshamah [New York, 1949] "R
Gershon Kolover," “Ha-He'emin ha-Rambam she-Zakhah li-Ne-
vual,"" and others. He certainly has a wonderfub writing style and a
strome poetic feeling, Lot 1 doubt that this is “philosophy.” He
appears o follow in Buber's footsteps and embetlishes his writing
with 2 [ancy style. L question whether the Hebrew tUnion College An-
ruat! should have printed a laze study on R Gershon Kotover, with
a latge number of foototes and other scholarly apparatuses. Whe
was R Gershon Eotover? The brother in law of the Baal Shem Tov,
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und this, and no more, is his ooy signiticance. The stories about fkim
are apocryphal. of the same geruc as 1he stories in Shivbei ha-Resbr. |
am concerncd that Dr Heschel is wasting his time and strength in
“scientitic study,” producing a detailed and boring study of the life of
K. Gershon Kotover. People make use of the scholarly approach for
insignificant matters.

March 7. 105G

Tn general, I sce that you judge others trom a subjective stund-
pount. You are part of tvo worlds, You are a philosephoer and a tal-
mudic researcher, sumething not everyone is able to achieve. L, [Saul
Lieberman| is a commentator in accordance with the simple scnse,
and he has a teel for proper interpretation. He knows how to make
use of the entire talmudic literatuee, the rabhinie and scientific, i his
commentaty. e does not have a sweep of vision nor doss he con-
sider all the problems in one survey. He confines himsell to establish-
Ing texts and exanl interpretation. Such a conlining task is good for
hini and the world, for through it he conwibutes greatly with his
many banks, Professor Tchernowit: of blessed memory was—or
wanted (o be—a philosophical historian, He fziled because of his
false imaginings which detracted from his scholary method.

1 strongly rejecled the offers from the new university [Bar Tlanl and
the new rabbinical seminary.'® At my ape 7 canmot imvolve trysed in
disputes, and the rashed veshingh, wilh the Rablbi of Brisk |R. Isaac
Ze'ey Soloveitchik] . their head, have begun sendding out letters of de-
nunciation against this [proposed] seminary. ¥ Furthermore, the de-
cisive puwer there will not be me burt the heads of the [Mizrachi| party.

ﬂffﬂ_'}-' 5. oSz

[ have nothing (o add to what T have previously written [Servded
Esh, Vol 2. 198.99], and you needlessly avempted to explain vour
words. | did not express disagresment with your logic, which is very
good, but only stated thal you cannol insert it as an “explanation®—
not in the Mishnah, the Jerusalem Tatmud, or Maimomdes. You are
nol @ teacher at one of the yeshivot and do nat need w show your
sharpness. Rather, vou should explain in a scientific fashion and in
accordance with the simple meaning,

August 1, 1057

I received your letter and 2m sorry that T will not have the further
apportunity Lo spend time with vou and enjoy the company of you
and your esteemed wife. I lack people who are close to my heart and
with whom 7 can speak us 1 wish. Here | am totally alone. Fven
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though there are many people whe listen to my words, and are full
of praise for me, they are in my eves like the buzring of flies. A
decree of spiritual and emotional exile bas been placed oo me. | am
afraicd 10 go 10 the Land of lstael, ‘There are different worlds there,
which teject and hate onc another. T am pan of o woilds, and
which one should T choose when 1 go there? In the end, T will have
to renin in solitude. Thenefore, s beler for me 1© e alone in an
emply desed than in a noisy and raucous atmosphere.

[t is tae that work catses one to fonget about the world, bug it also
rermoves anc [om life, Qur Sages have said that the woeds of Towah
are not firmly held except by one who kills himself for it [Serakbot
63b]. The meaning [of this passagel s “death” as related o “nanral
life.” “Natural life® means o enjoy Lhe beauty of nature, *how eauti-
ful is this tree ete" [Avor 323, Our Sages sakd, “companionship or
death” [Fa'awmit 23al, What is comparionship? To engage in sophisiry
with insignificant people or with those who are like weild animals?
Moral, enlightened people and intellechuals with Glear insight are not
in my company. | am hll of hopelessness and pain at the §oss of life,
and there is no one with whoin T can even share my pain.

Sepienber, 10, 19577

W continue to be orpluned, our best friends have passed away. .
.. T have never heard of Professor Tsrael Bewan, but every great man
who dies leaves a vacuum. Who can replace T [Lea) Basck? When
they are alive we critivize them and seacch For faukts, e when they
die we feel what we have lost,

1 arn very distressed at the great fanaticism which has increased in
slrength in the Orhodox camp. Read the last issue of Ha-Ma'or
[Tamwz, 5717] and see the blindness which is alflicing i fie., 1the
Orthedox). ‘The Satmar rebbe forbids studying Hebrew and others say
that the [onmation of the Ilebrewr state was a sin which cannot e
repented for. Tn Shearim [30 Av, 5717, p. 21, one wriler protested that
R %aul Lieberman was given the Rav Kook Prize, due to the fact that
he works with the Reformers. See the article; you will enjoy it. On
the ane hand, they proclaim every “rebbe” whom evervone knows is
not cutstanding in Torah knowledge, as gaon and rosh kol berner hu-
golab. For the members of Agudah, every unimportant abbi who
jnins them is considered a great gaon.

In She'arim, they proclaimed a ban against participation in the
Congress for Jewish Studies in Jerusalemy'™ On the other harid, they
argued, why didnT they [dhe organicers] invite the geonim in Israel
and the Diaspora, who know so moch more than all the [academicl
schalars of lsrael and the [Maspora?! They made this argument to
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Professor |Ben Zionl Chour, and he vesponded that the rabbis are not
invalved with academic stodies of Judaism, ‘They poured ignorant
scorn o this answer. 1 see thal inthe end there will be a split in the
body of the nation. They also invited me to come to the Congress and
senL me an alrplane tekel, bat due to my weak health 1 was provenl-
¢d from going. Tlowever, in Jerusalem # wus publicized that T in-
tended 1o come, and | was Noded with legers strongly urging me not
tr come and participate inoa gathering of deniers and heretics. 1 did
0ot pay attenion Lo these warmings and sent a letter of blessing and
apology that 1 could not come. This letter was read in public?. | | |
The spiritual stawe in alt circles brings sadness and hopelessness. 1
have bitier thoughts about the very existence of the nation and its
hopes for the future. The cntire world hares us. We assume that his
hatred is due o the wickedness of the mations, and no ane stops 1o
think that perhaps we also bear some guill. We regard all the nations
as similar w an ass. 1t is forbidden to save 3 Gentile ™ it is forbiddern
w olfer him free medical treatment,?? it s forbidden to violate the
Sabbaibh vo save his life™ his sexual intercourse does not render o
woman forbidden o her husband accorling to B Tam® because
their fsoue & fike the jssue of borses ™ Can the nations resign them-
selves to such a deprivation of rights? 1t is permilled 1w deceive a
Gentile and cancel his deln® as well as forbidden 1o retarn his los)
objeat!® What can we do? Can we uproot aur Torah teaching with
apologetic foruwlac or clever deceptions, God knows that | have
written this with the bBlood of my beart, the blood of my soul.?

Docenmber 1500 1058

My responsuin Serfdei Bxh, Vol, 3, #25) cancerning women whose
hushands apostalize was "daring." 1 was worried that the meahipirim,
who like to wear the crown of “rightecusness.” would attack me, b
nuny of the leading sages agreed with me. . . . Last sunurier my sister
from Hantford with her 1wo sons visited me. None of the sons know
anything abowt Judaism, They are Americans through and throush,
even though they regard themselves as good Jews. One of them said
o me seriously, "God doesn’t mind whal one puts into his siemach.
The: important thing is the heart, and the Jew, as with 2l people, has
ter be o decent man who invelves himsell in making the world a bet-
ter place.” | would be very grateful il you could invile my nephew,
who is now al the uiversity in New York, to your house, so thal he
could hear from you words of wisdom abow Judaism and its place in
the workd of the spiric
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Cteber TG, 1050

br. Segal fram New York came here and brought regards [rom
you. Tle told ne thar you and vour houschold are seell. 1 visited this
Liberal rabhi in his hatel and weas thrilled to see that he is a wonder-
Ml man, honest in beat and moath. T lave aloeady quipped hefore
the men whe surround me that this Liberal rabbi causes a “hillud ffa-
shern,” buecause inohim we see that one can be an upsianding and
noble man, full of the spint of love for Istagl, its Torah, and its lan-
guage, even if one does not belong to the community of zealous Ha-
sidim and is nor punctilious abow laws and cusloms. Yet wirth those
fervent zealots we see the opposite,

Februwary 24, 10

Your letter made me very happy. [ always read your lemers with
speoal enjoyment sinee they are invarially Full of sisdom and uncer-
standing, my ooly pleasore in life, Fere Tam completely solawed. 1
bhave =admirers,” as it were, bt no one with whom T ean bave even
an insignificant, non-boring conversation. There is no one 10 look
afler me and my needs, Thank God | have more lmoney| than [ need,
but there is no one 1o look after me and make use of this money on
nty behalf. The one thing that keeps me going, is that people write to
me from all over the world. Bven the rabbis in America present me
with their questions, and T am busy wriling responsa. This is a difli-
cult task, but one which causes me 1o Forget my loncliness and over-.
loroke myy Teclings of despair and daul,

I read the papers which anive from stael and America and see the
fraudulence, hypocrisy and {lattery which fills our world, For exam-
ple . . . certainly was lented and fmd a great memory, but his . ..
bBehavior was disgusting. Yoo the wriler Agnon tore his garment ar the
open grave, orving loudly, and the wriler [Barukh] Bureweil wroke
abrouat ki thae his “rightecusness” compared 1o the Hatez Hayyim of
blessed memory and his brilliance to the Vilna Gaon, In lsrael tattery
is used inoan exaggeraled ancd uply way, Concerning the rabbd of
Fressbung [R. Akiva Soferd of blessed memary, the Hungarians wrole,
“Rash kol berei ba goldh, as one of the early geonim, hely of hoties
ete. ete.” Why all Lthis?

On the other hand, they demezn all who arc not in their group ina
murderous [ashion. Tn Ha-Ma'or, which appears in New Yark, they
wrole Hat D [Simon] Federbush and the mililary chaplain, Lhe geaon R
Shlomo Goren, are heretics, sinners who cavse others o sin | wrote o
the aditor asking where he found pennission foe the sins of fashon ba-
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rg. public cebarrassment, and libel, and wlat did he 1eply? The Torah
did not cover up the sins of Korah and King David cursed his cnemies.

And now o the “sages of Jerusalem.” | regard Professor {Efrain
Urbach as a very honorable man.®® Lle oruly wages the war for ethical
standards in the tield of academiz, What did . . . do?—pour unspeak-
able abuse on him in Sired® 14d you read . | s article? Ears have
never before heard such degrading talk, When 1 read his article 1
began to think that if he met him {Urbach] at an inn where no one
could ses anything, he would Literally kall him. This arlicle is literally
mugder. .. The editorial board of Sired were partners in this despi-
cable act. Phenomena such as this cause me great pain. T saw Dir,
Scgal from New York, who is a2 Reform rabbi, Eppakbol, and he is
full of grace, cliquetts, simplicity and fove of Istael and Judaism. B,
the others just use Judaisin for their despicable desires. We are guiltic
er than 20y other people!™ [ have never seen among the wise men of
the nations such uncihical ones, . . .

From Jerusalem they sent mie 2 work entitled Ha-Torab ve-ha-
Medinagl® by A Githin, In it the aathor proves thar the very cxislence
af the State i3 in opposilion to our holy Toraly, and the revival of
Nebrew is a desecration of our holy tongue. He brings a proof. When
one asks in lebrew "how are you," the reply is "very pood.” Howe
ever, when onc asks in Yiddish the reply is “blessed be God.” Chang-
ing the claracter of feshon ba-kodesh to Hebrew, he continues, is an
atternpt Lo create a substitule for those whao are desirous of some “spir-
itual content” in order 1o fill the vacuum in their heart which is duc 1o
their forsaking the Torah. Do the Catholic extremists even have his
type of tanaticism?! My heart shrinks with pain and T must stop. ..

1 would recommend to Rabbi Soloveitchik not to take the position
lof chiel rabbi of Istaell if he wishes 4 long life and sparilual comfort.
They will embitter his life as they cembinered the life of Rabbi Her-
zog. What is B. Reuven ‘ltop doing? Do you know about the great
friendship between me and his father IR, Naftali ‘Ttopl, the gaon ol
blessed memory? True lovel

March 2, 1087

[ am sorry that vour stodent, Dr Julivs} Kraver:, did not find e al
home, Your student (Jack] Bemporad visited me with his wife and 1
enjoyed speaking to then T don't deny that peaple of this sort arce
more beloved to me than those whe are akin o 3 “donkey laden
with books ™ yet whose heads are empty and heares desolate, and
whe are as crafty as foxes. Yet, mecting people such as this raises
griet and sorrow, doubt and despair. T ask, where is the ethical com-
bination of Torh and mizuo?
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You mentoned . . of blessed memory, 1 koew him well, For a
time we were greal friends. Allereeards | separated from hime 1 could
oot bear his conning. Even his sa calied scientific works were full of
this cunming, by which he covered up his plagiarisms. You will find
hints to this in my Mebkarim ba-Talmud. However, | judge him fa-
vorably, It seems that this conning is a national characteristic of ours,
and this causes the nations of the world 10 hate us. [ have deep
thoughts concerniryg this but am alruid 10 express them orally, all the
mare 50 to pul them inta writing.

[ am now reading 4 small book entitled. . | It arouses in me spiri-
tual revulsion. You must read it and see if Martin Buber and Agnon,
the preeminent writer, as it were, and many other sages and wrilers
are correct in greatly praising these rabbis as owstanding religious
philosophers. We have innumerable geonine. Every mesbulad is a
gaon and zaddik and everyons with an mnagination who knows
how L express his thoughts in a literary manner is 3 philosopher. Yet
the owtside world docs not know how 10 evaluate us properly. the
world's hatred of them is due o jealousy over their superiority, of
course™. . . . There is a complele story concerning the relaticnship
betwesn Rabbi Soloveitchik and R, Hayvim Heller The former came
to Berlin to marry R Hayyim Hellers daughter. The engagement was
cancelled and Soloveitchik fell in love with the woman who is now
his wife ™

fantary 1, 1903

The battle against the Conservatives is being waged by the Grtho-
dox with great anger. The leader of this battle is . . . K. Yehezkel
Abramsky i Londen. Rabbi Tir [Louis| Jacobs, who was set to be
Frosident of Jews' College and Chief Rabby [Tsraell Brodie's replace-
ment, gave a public lecrure in which he stated that the Torah of
Maoses was nol written by Moses of blessed memory and rthat it is a
collection of documents from different times. The speech was printed
in the feusish Chrondcle and cavsed a grear twumul in English Jewry. &
see that in the end the [Jewish) nation will split into ditferent faciions
The Inglish maion is unified despite ils large number of heretics, ‘The
English heretics are wellmannered men of culture, and do not as-
saall. the feelings of the religious. ‘The religious themselves are not
quartelsome. However, among us they fight with one another. ‘This is
one of the reasorw why T am atraid to senle in Istael

Qur Sages decreed that one must not expound the story of the
Churiot in public [Hlagigab 2:1]. Scientific investigations must be
restricted o limited circles. Wha is worst is that we do not have reli-
gious sages who can respond properly. T do nat remember an era as
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lacking in cutstanding indcllectual and spiritaal figures as owr era. W
proclaim anyone who can offer a gefned a3 a gaon. and the new liter-
ature declares that every one who has a good writing sivle is a poet
or the leading writer of the nation. [ was asked from [srael 1o give my
opinion concerning the aposiale [Gswald] Bufeisen (Father ' Taniel).
I did not answer and shall nod. The sabuion 1o this question lies with
Ben Curion and his crowd, and the more one {latlers him the more
praiseworthy one s

Servrvecery O POGS

Corfusion reigns in our world. T was wold that Frofessor Heschel
was i bsrael and achicved fame there as the religious philosopher
who whe has ansen atter Maimonides and B Hasdai Crescas. He
observes the mizeor and conducts himscell as one of the Hasidim, 1le
is the grandson of a great rebbe. One the other hand, there is a great
deal of unlavoratde lalk abow Professor D, [Alexanded Alimann,
according 1o which be is a complete heretic. R. [illel] Medalie, previ-
ously of Leeds and now in Antwerp, visited me and told me that Mr.
Wechsier, the editor of the ferwish chrowicle, related that Dy, Alimann
informed himn that he agrees with Dr Jacobs of London but does oot
wanl lo speak or werite on this topic,

Have yvou read the ook of D Jacobs®® T have nol read it and do
nill know his heresy, During the dispuie with Chief Rabbi Brodie, i
Msiclerr] Grunfeld, a distinguished deyerr who is close ta Chief Ralibi
Brodie, asked me to write a letter supponting Chiel Rabbi Brodie, and
they would publish it in the fewish Chronicle. [ did not comgply, | said
that this is a question of dinel ngfsbol and T do not waak o judge
based upon mmor and the conversalion of simple people who
spread mimes without discernmen or judgment.

1 do not believe a compromise is possible between the religions
and the sccularisis of Ben Gurion's sor, or belween Mapai and Poulei
Aydal Yisrael,

April 4, 1965

I don have the strength to put my ideas in writing, so 1 will say
Just a Few things in praisc of your wonderful essay® which s charac-
terized by shurp logie and its ideas are [ormulaled in a wonderfully
clear and exao way, [nomy opinion you should publish this cssay as
a separate backlet for the stodents of Torah and the scholars of
lstael. They will enjoy it and learn [rom you how to formoulale
fomeisbe ideas in precise scientific language. | .

[ da not agree with you that it is preferable 1o insent a good inten-
tion into the words of the Talimud and Rishonim, and hased on this,
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establish their words on logical foundations, ratlier Lhan being tied 1o
their words alone. This was the way of those who created bid-
dushim, hut this is not the way of fscientific] investigation. The yeshi-
va siudents say: "Oone docsni die from a difficuly ™ In e Talmod
there are many difficulies and problems which can Ty answered in
other ways, bul T can’t elaborate now. Why not say that the sugpor
dispute ane another? See Tosalor, Bave Batra 1762, s.u, goweh, wherno
they write this. Maimonides followed this path, and, based upon his
understanding, sometimes decided in accordance with one of the
sugyor. This s my optnion in general, but from the standpoing of
keen logic your essay will astound the reader with your great
strength in refuting and answering [problems] with profound logic.
.. . Therefore, | recommend ted you publish your essay a5 a sepa-
rate booklet, and il you do nor want to do so. please send me a copy
ot both my [previous) letter (o you as well as this letter, and pertiups 1
will publish them in the third velume of my book. This volume
includes matters of Lven ba-Ezer and Hoshen Mishpat, and there still
is room in the section of Aushes Mishpar which has not yet been
completed. MNaturally, T will include your comments in your rame,
even though by doing so T will arouse against myself the anger of the
complaining zealots, who have not forgiven me [or including your
words in volume 2 of Seried Esp oo, 78).

November 75, 1009

[n Swritzetland, even minong Lhe German fews, the cxiremist fasi-
et has become strong. They despise academic studics and nin to
every rebbye who is dressed in s streimel and while slockings, Alse in
Lsracl there is an increase in fanaticisin and the despising of academic
studies in the yeshivet and circles chose 1o them, There ate a few pay-
chological reasons for the strenglhening of this spirit. One of Lhem is
the wish o raise up the destruction of the past that which was
desiroyed by the hazis, Second, he secular natonalisn is empey and
Barren, and those wha stand au its head are petty and insignificant,
lacking any exalred, crnthusiastic spirituality. Despite this T am plan-
ning on vising Istacl 1his winter and secing iF it i possible and
proper for me w0 sclle there,

The chied rabbis of Israel treat me with honor. Rabbi [sser Yeho-
dahl Lnterman wiites mo his flekdnsbin, doubts and problerns, He s
burdened with the duty of delending iraditional lite, and his iind s
not free to Lhiok deeply about Judaism. In Tirael they speak with
cxacilement about Rabbi Dy Soloveitchik. He protested against those
whe wish 1o appreach the Vatican and are 2iempling o secure frioum
it words of condilizlion wilth tegard to Judaism. ™
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In 1y opinion it is Htting 1o put an end 1w the hatred of the reli-
gions [or cach olher, More than Christianily hales Judaism, Judaism
hates Christianity. There is a dispute if stealing from CGentles is for-
hidden from the Torah, ™ everyone holds that deceiving 2 Gentile and
cancelling his debt is permiled ™ one is not to return 2 lost object 1o
a Centile ¥ according to B Tam intercourse with a Gentile does not
render a woman forbidden to her husbund,® their dssue is fke the
fssaee fof borses! ™ According to Maimonides, iF a Jew has sex with 2
Genelle [woman], the Gentile 15 killed becavse the Jew stumbled jmto
sin through her. The law of a Genrle is the same as that of an and-
mal. ™ Maimonides derived this law on his own. I8 is not found in the
Bavli or Yerushalmi. We muost solemnly and fonnally dedace that in
our duy 1his does nat apply, Meiri wrole as such,™ but the teachers
anc reempim whisper in the cars of the siudents thae all this was wril-
ten ecause of the censor®

(rcderten!

T am not at tault. In the past winwer T suddenly became sick ancl
the doctors worked with me a grear deal, Even though T um now up
and about, T have net regained my previous strength. T oam weak-
ened, both in my ability to analyze as well as o wrilte 1 an ardered
fushion, Most impotantly my memory has gready deterioated . 1 no
longer remember ny novellae, sernnons, and my o feachings. The
doclors say it is obd age. This distresses me greatly, 1 do not want a
life such as this. I greally desire vo po on @ffsad and spend the rest of
my days there, yel T don't have the soeength w make the Fnancial
:u'mngum{:nr.ﬁ.

[ am alone and isolated here. I have nany people who respect
and esteem me but no true friends. T have learnt that people befriend
only those [rom whom they are able to receive some benetit, ‘This is
part of man’s namre, as Lillel said, “IF T am not far mysell, who will
be tor me" [dewt 1idl There are of course exceptions, bul they are
few and far between, Among the Hasidin, the rebbes conguer the
bwurts of their Hasidim and are the recipicnis of 1heir devotion. They
hope for the rebbe's assistance In the next world, Among [non-hasi
dic] sages there are students who are devored to their teachers, wha
warm to their fight and feel deep oeatiude wwards them. However,
this feeling lasts only when it doces nol carry any pracdcal olsligations.

In short, | have reached the siage of life when onc fights with one-
sell. This is the end of all men. Only the pure rigltecus ones arce
peace with death, Decause they believe that it is a gateway brom life
o life, from degraded life 1o exalted life, and cven they do not wani
o die. They say about the Vilna Gaon of blessed memory that he
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cried greatly when his time came. He explained his crying as follows;
“In this world one can petform great mizeo! with only 4 ferdah.”
This is the saying of the tgnna. “Aguinst your will you live,” bur
ragalnst your will vou die” [deor 4:29] Man does not want destnoc-
tior, This is one of the forces of lile. No belief and no philosopiy
can compeehend the feeling of dread in the Tace of destruction,
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