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“Where there is.a written con-;49—48 '»¥ T111%0 7RI SIARY 900 %510 190
stitution, the grundnorm will be that the constitution ought to be obeyed.
Where there is no writlen constitution, we must look to social behaviour
for the grundnorm. The English legal system would appear to be based on
several different such basic rules, one of which concerns parliamentary
legislation, others of which deal with the binding force of judicial pre-
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“There must be found in every legal system certain ultimate
principles, from which all others are derived, but which are
themselves self-existent. Before there can be any talk of legal
sources, there must be already in existence some law which
establishes them and gives them their authority... These
ultimate principles are the grundnorms or basic rules of reco-
gnition of the legal system” *.
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R, Cross, Precedent in English Law, Oxford, 1961, p. 147-156.
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“But whence comes the rule that Acts of Parliament have the
force of Law ? This is legally ultimate; its source is historical
only, not legal. The historians of the constitution know its
origin, but lawyers must accept it as self-existent. It is the law
because it is the law, and for no other reason that it is possible

for the law itself to take notice of”” ®.
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“Such basic rules are to a legal system what axioms HT"INK 1°971000 PRY
are to geometry; they are the initial hypotheses from which all other pro-
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