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THE RABBIS OF GERMANY IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY:
CoNTINUITY OR CRISIS?

Simcha Emanuel

During the first two decades of the thirteenth century, a very significant and distinguished
group of scholars was living in Germany, including Rabbi Judah the Pious, Rabbi Eliezer
ben Joel Ha-Levi, Rabbi Baruch ben Samuel of Mainz, Rabbi Simcha ben Samuel of Speyer,
and Rabbi Eleazar of Worms. This article shows that, for unexplained reasons, these notable
rabbis were unable to cultivate many students, and the most prominent of these few students
left the Rhineland for the East. Around the second quarter of the thirteenth century, no
outstanding rabbi was active in Germany, and the study halls there were severely weakened.
About half of the few rabbis remaining in Germany at that time gathered in the city of
Wiirzburg, which had not been an important Torah center until then.

The crisis in the study halls in Germany lasted only one generation, and Rabbi Meir
ben Baruch of Rothenburg was the one who renewed Torah learning in Germany. Although
he has been extensively discussed in scholarly literature, in the present article we reassess
Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and his activity, showing that he must be seen not as continuing
the work of the previous generation, but as the one who reestablished the study halls in
Germany, which had been silenced for a quarter of a century.
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