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1t has been pointed out by historians and social scientists that throughout
the long history of their dispersion, the Jews tended to assimilate
to those cultures which they considered superior to their own, and
conversely, to resist assimilation in cultural environments they found
inferior. There can be no doubt as to the general correctness of this
observation... Assimilation, which, in this context is more accurately
termed acculturation, is, after all, but the acquisition of something the
cultural environment has to offer; and groups, just like individuals
acquire only things they want, things they value. This generalization,
however, does not tell the whole story. For in addition to the free
decision to acquire something because it appears disirable, individuals
or groups often are forced by circumstances to adopt cultural traits
which in themselves held no attractions whatsover for them...
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