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XXX SUMMARIES

The incontestable historical truths regarding Onias’ temple relate to an intense
crisis and struggle over the high-priesthood in Jerusalem during the turbulent reign
of Antiochus Epiphanes in the years preceding the Maccabean Revolt — a crisis
that also engulfed the royal court and which spurred the migration of Onias, a
member of the high-priestly family, to Egypt where he established an altar and
a temple.

RABBI YOCHANAN TREVES IN ITALY AND A TALMUDIC ACADEMY
IN PADUA IN THE 15™ CENTURY

by Joseph R. Hacker (pp. 471-500)

This article traces the career of Rabbi Yochanan Treves in Northern Italy on the
eve of the 15% century on the basis of old and new sources. R. Yochanan, the
former chief Rabbi of France, and a student of Catalan Jewish sages, was very
likely a rabbi in Padua for a certain period. Later on, some members of his family
are found there, and there is evidence for the existence of an advanced academy
for Jewish studies in the city which included some Catalan Jewish scholars. In
the appendices, a number of documents are published, one of which reveals R.
Yochanan’s messianic inclinations and propaganda, and his attraction to Catalan
circles.

LOAN BUSINESSES: ACCOUNTING FOR THE FINANCES OF THE
JERUSALEN SEPHARDIC COMMUNITY BETWEEN 1851-1880

by Yali Hashash (pp. 501-525)

During the 18" century and until the mid-19% century the Sephardic community
in Jerusalem found itself constantly in debt due to high interest loans. Until
recently scholars have related to this mode of financial practice as a form of
banking. Such an approach is innovative in dealing with previous studies that
have analyzed loans as an undesirable but necessary means of financial survival
for the community. However, it remains somewhat limited in its ability to explain
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