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The topic of the size of a kzayis causes much confusion. This is so
especially on Pesach, when it is a mitzvah d'oraisah to eat a kzayis of
matza, and midrabbanan — a few kzaysim. Many people eat extraordinarily
large amounts of matza, not realizing that the large size is a chumrah, more
than Zkar hadin obligates. Even one who wants to do this chumrah, need
not do it for the mitzvos d'rabbanan. The ramnifications are also relevant
throughout the year, for the shiur of a bracha achrona.

Rav Chayim Kanyevsky Shlit"a wrote a letter to the author, that the
shiur me'ikar hadin is not bigger than the size of a third of an egg (slightly
more than half a fluid ounce). [A few more letters of his, presenting the
same halacha, can be found in the beginning of Halachos of K'zayis
(Rabbi Bodner — Feldheim 2001)].

This amount is about a third of a machine matza.

While one who conducts himself /'chumrah needs a bigger shiur, this
applies only once during the seder — for the mitzvah d'oraisa only'. The
other halachos of k'zayis may be fulfilled /'chatchila with the smaller
shiur.

The purpose of this pamphlet is to present that the small shiur (of slightly
more than half a fluid ounce) is agreed upon by all the Rishonim. Although
some controversy (of later generations) exists, the pamphlet presents that
there is no conclusive proof of a larger shiur in any Rishon. On the
contrary, the smaller shiur is the simpler and most logical one.

This is what the pamphlet is about.

The end of this pamphlet has pictures (with English captions) of some
practical measurements.

A full audio-visual presentation by the author can be viewed on
www.dafyomi.co.il in the archives, Iyun on Yoma daf 80.

It is emphasized, that the purpose of the pamphlet is just to elaborate and
explain the topic — not to issue Halachic guidance. One should consult a
Rav to determine proper halachic conduct.

Yom Tov Sheini is midrabbanan, and one need not do this chumrah even '
I'chatchila — Psak quoted in
et IRIAIPNR T"VIN DV NURP NIPYN 'R P9 NIVN NNTIN NIYNI W 20 DY
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