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From the third century onwards Christian artists have taken over
[rom the art of antiquity the type of orans or praying figure with
arms extended on either side of the body or with the lower part
ol the arms obliquely raised. Moses, who held up his hands and
went on praying in his position until the Israelites had won their
battle against the Amalekites..., was regarded as an Old Testament
archetype ol a man in prayer. By the second century Moses in this
attitude was already being used as a prefiguration of the crucified
Chrnist or the Cross of Christ. Christians for their part, as they
prayed with outstretched hands, gave a physical imitation of
.Christ’s Cross
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