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Alagaplyla
He spent a full day with the boys in the Cathedral at Cologne,
expertly explaining every detail of the statues, the glass windows,
the ornaments, and the intricacies of the Catholic faith and ritual;
but I was not allowed to participate, being a Cohen who may not
be under the same roof with a corpse or with tombs, lest he become
impure; and although, according to the letter of the Law, it is only
the Jewish dead the contact with whom renders impure, and not the
non-Jewish dead, still Carlebach held that the least possibility that
among the dead buried in the cathedral may have been a person
of Jewish origin (even though ultimately converted to Christianity),
sufficed to make the place taboo to me.’
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