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Parshat Vayetzei   -פרשת ויצא 

The Virtue of Unity  

On his way to Charan, Yaakov stopped over to rest in Beth El. The passuk relates that 

he took a few a stones and placed them above his head. However, when he awakes, 

the passuk says that Yaakov took "the stone" he had placed above his head. Here there 

is only mention of a singular stone. Rashi quoting the sages, explains, that the stones 

Yaakov had originally surrounded his head with, began quarreling with each other. 

Each wanted to be under the head of Yaakov. Therefore, Hashem took them all, and 

merged them together into one stone. That is why, when he awoke, there was only one 

stone. Yaakov then took the stone and established it as a monument. 

This Midrash needs to be understood. Why did Hashem make such a miracle? Did it 

bother anyone that the stones were fighting with other that Hashem had to actually 
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perform such a miracle, that the stones all combined together into one stone. 

Moreover, why did Yaakov then establish this stone as a monument? What is the 

significance behind this? 

Perhaps this can be understood according to the words of the Pirkei D'Rebbe Eliezer, 

quoted by the Ramban. The Pirkei D'Rebbe Eliezer says that Yaakov had originally 

placed twelve stones around his head, symbolizing the twelve tribes that were destined 

to be born to him. The twelve stones turned into one, signifying that they are all 

destined to be "one". As the passuk states (Divrei Hayamim 1, 17:21), "who is like 

your nation, one people in the land".  

According to this, we can understand why it was so important for Hashem to combine 

all the stones together. Since the stones represented the twelve tribes, when they were 

arguing between each other, it signified the friction and divisions that would emanate 

from them. Hashem then merged them all as one, to inform Yaakov, that eventually 

they will all be united together as one. 

Yaakov then established the stone as a monument. The Ramban writes that Hashem 

took the stone and embedded it within the "Even Shitiya" – the cornerstone the world 

stands upon, which is also the cornerstone of the Bet HaMikdash. Signifying that is 

our unity that the world stands on, and is the foundation for the presence of God to 

dwell amongst us in this world. 

*** 

If we contemplate the nature of the argument between the stones, it defines so 

accurately the cause for friction that so commonly divides the Jewish people. The 

stones were quarreling with each other that Yaakov place his head on them. 

Unfortunately, it is many times spiritual matters that serve as the root cause for 

machlokes and discord among Klall Yisrael.  



The seforim tell us, that the twelve tribes represent twelve paths and methods, of how 

to serve Hashem. Naturally, when people are of different opinions and philosophies, 

they are likely to resent each other. However, this is not the way it is supposed to be. 

It is legitimate to disagree and be of a different mindset. But that should not disturb 

the feelings of love and friendship we should feel for each other.  

Hashem purposefully created the Jewish people combined of twelve tribes. Each with 

its own unique method and way of serving Him; when combined altogether, they 

generate a unique completeness which brings great pleasure and satisfaction for 

Hashem. This is the ultimate goal, that Am Yisrael be together as one in Eretz Yisrael, 

each tribe serving Hashem according to their own specific teachings. Without any 

conflict or emotional separation dividing them.  

People only have good intentions, they mean for the best, but eventually if the result is 

machlokes, it is unfavorable and even detrimental. My father, R' Aryeh, could not 

abide machlokes, even when intended completely for the sake of heaven. 

In a letter, he writes as follows: 

"It is so very difficult and painful for me to witness the friction created by the different 

political parties, which I am so disgusted by. "Truth" has gone absent, and the people 

are divided into many groups. Even if they perceive that their intentions are purely for 

the sake of heaven, let them at least all combine into one stone, and not quarrel with 

each other…"  
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