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The First Decade of the Yeshivah

In the winter of 5737 (1977), Isaac Sapir and Munie Ben-Ari were
setting up the nucleus of Maale Adumim. In the heart of the desert, it
was a place that had never seen settled human habitation, not even in
Biblical times. They knew that water together with hard work would
make the desert bloom. They also knew that to make it genuinely
Jewish, the living waters of Torah were needed. They sought out two
young scholars of rare promise. Rabbis [saac Sheilat and Haim Sabbato
had returned to their studies after fighting in the Yom Kippur war,
determined to build Israel’s spiritual strength. These four brought thirty
eager students and pitched tents in the wilderness to found Birkat
Moshe.

In a decade, the student body increased almost tenfold. Some of the
first students have already begun to make their mark as rabbis, scholars
and teachers. The search for excellence with which it began, continues
to animate and inspire the Yeshivah's staff and student body. Its record
of scholarly books and publications alone gives the Yeshivah a unique
distinction. Yet it is not an ivory-tower. The Yeshivah is deeply
involved, as in the beginning, with the town of Maale Adumim. Far
beyond the immediate environment — in the Israel Defence Forces, in
immigrant absorption, in education and in settlement — Birkat Moshe
serves all Israel. Our student body comes from over fifty towns and
villages throughout the country, as well as from Europe and America.

This tenth anniversary volume presents a collection of papers which
reflect the wide-ranging intellectual interests of our staff and students.
Edited by three graduate students, this volume is dedicated to a devoted
friend of the Yeshivah, Mr. Aarcn Frankel of Toronto, who has helped
make possible the transition from pitched tents to permanent buildings.
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‘% This Anniversary Volume

is dedicated to

AARON FRANKEL

Toronto, Canada

whose devoted efforts have helped
make possible the Yeshivah’s Building |

Programme
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