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The two species of pimcapple that are grown commercially, are the Smooth Cayenne and the
Gold [aka. Md2]. The following is a description of these planis and their growih cvele,

+ The plant grows to a heyght between 112 of a meter and 1 172 meters. Generally, it reaches a

meler.

+ The plani produces muliiple crops. The first crop [Le. the plant crop). 15 produced from ihe
cemtral stem. The second crop [i1.e. the ratoon ¢rop], 15 produced on shoots [or suckers| that rise
from the side of the central stem. It 15 possible for the plant to produce multple fruit [each fruit
on it’s own shoot] during the ratoon crop, but in practice, only one shoot is left an the plant.
The third crop [i.e. the second ratoon] grows on a shoot that rises from the first shoot [that
produces the first ratoon].

+ When a seed 15 planted, the plant will not frut for at least three years.

« The stem of the plant is neither hollow, nor decomposes quickly, and it 15 stiff enough to hold
the frt aloft

« The leaves of the plant extend from the central stem. They start at the base of the plant, above
giouid, and spiral upwards., After the harvest of the st crop, the leaves on the central stem

wither and die. The shoots also grow leaves until the fruit that they uce is harvested,
o N
» The commercial evele of planting and harvesting in Hawaii is as follows: Usually a crown [i.e.

the leaves on the top of the fruit] 15 planted. At twelve months, the plant 15 chemically forced to

start flowering. The fruit starts to appear after 14 months from planting. and the harvest is at
month 15,

« The ratoon crop is forced at month 235, The fruit stans to appear at month 28, and the harvest is
at month 32.

+ Due to the plant's susceptibleness to discases, the commercial growers rarely allow a second

ratoon. When it is allowed, forcing is at month 39 and harvest at month 446,

 According o Rabbi Zvi Holland [mashgiach at Star-K ], the commercial growers in Costa Rica
dao mat allow a second ratoon eroj.
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The parts of a pineapple plant
[eross-section of a first-ratoon plant)
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