CHAPTER FOUR

COMMUNICATION

He delivered me from my enemy, the strong, from those
who hated me, Wwhen they were too mighty for me, They
overcame me on the day of my calamity; byt G.d became

my stay; and He brought me forth to expansiveness; He

me according to my righteousness; according to the purity
of my hands He recompensed me, For | had kept the
ways of G-d, and hagd not wickedly departed from my
Lord. For all His ordinances were before me, and from

Rav Papa said: “May [a blessing] come to me, forN have
never excommunicated a Torah scholar,” «. What s
shamta (cxcommum’cau'on)? Rav sajd: Sham mitha (death

(Massekheth Mo 'ed Qattan 17a)

3u the N&mz of -2

7 Adar I 5763 (February 9)
' Jerusalem
My dear Mordechai,

The other shoe has dropped: Two days ago, on Friday after-
noon, the approximate time in the Week of Creation when, accord-
ing to some opinions, demons were brought forth into the world

and migvaorh that | had been €Xcommunicated - pot €xactly that,
but that I was clearly threatened by one of the signatories of the
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had been wamed earlier that I was in imminent danger of “being
placed as close as possible to actual éxcommunication,” not only in
the vague terms used by my zealot “friends” about whom I wrote
near the beginning of my previous letter, but very explicitly. In this
letter, Mordechai, I wil set down ‘and describe only the many
events that occurred while | was still communicating with friends
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#180# Anatomy of ¢ Ban

to the “excommunication, " About the eXcommunication jtself, |
hope to write YOU another letter ip which I wi]] quote Rabbj
Lefkowitz's exact words,

Let me put sajg events into chronological order, Before discuyss-
ing each of them — there were a tota] of eight events - | shall list
them without going into details, The first occurred o January 7th,
two days prior to my last letter to You, Mordechai, and | made
vague reference to it in that letter’s fifth Paragraph, viz., the meet.
ing 1 had with “ope of my inquisitors” (at which his zealoys
grandson told me that I, too, was forbidden by the issur to read
my book): He was one of the signatories op the epistle, Rabb;
insky, is my first cousin,
initfative in his home. The sec-
of an article about my book three
days later, on Friday, January 10th, jn the Sabbath Supplement of
the popular, non-frum newspaper Mg ‘ariv, entitled (in translation
from Hebrew) “The Rabbis Burn Books,” by journalist Eli Shaj,

The third event occurred a week later, January 17th, whep fresh

conversation with Rabbj Elyashiv’s aide-de~camp, Rabbi Ephrati,
and the ensuing faxing to him of my letter, which | will set down
verbatim below, The sixth event was my hour-and-a-quarter tele-
phone conversation the following morning, January 22nd, with
Rabbi RR. The seventh event took place that evening: I had ap.
other meeting with Rabb; Wolbe at his home, The eighth, and last,
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I began my first eeting with Rabbj Shlomo Wolbe, the bus-
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band of my cousin, with a question: Did he, who is not counted
among the great Torah scholars - he is a bg'gl Musar who has

hand against me? He struggled with a feeble, unsatisfactory reply. I
then asked him another question, for which he had no reply what-

soever: Why did he not pick up a telephone and call me before set-
ting down hjs signature%to show him something on

vivor of the Grodzinsky family; my father Was the pride and staff
of the family, ang instrumenta] in bringing about R’ Shlomo’s
shiddukh with the pedigreed Grodzinsky girl in the war’s aftermath
in the country where Rabbi Wolbe resided, Sweden, in the face of
opposition to the match by old Slabodka talmidim and peers of her
father, R’ Avrohm Grodzinsky, may his blood be avenged. My
book tells that whep R’ Moshe Soloveitchek published an article
backing a Mizrachi-affiliateq shohet in a dispute against ap
Agudath Israel-affiliated rav, and there was tajk bandied about in

Soloveichik, R’ Moshe's father, declared, “Children of the rebbi
no one dares eXxcommunicate!” and the talk wag silenced. At the

time I spoke to Rabbj Wolbe, I had no inkling that, in 2 month's
time, I would also face excommunication (partly because of my

meetings with Rabbj Wolbe, as you, Mordechai, will read later in

this letter!), and I wag merely applying R’ Baruch-Ber's principle
to the issuance of an issur on the work of a son of one’s rebbi,
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of R’ Moshe Soloveitchek, and quoting R’ Baruch-Ber, not
merely paraphrasing him,

Leaving aside further complaints I had on Rabbj Wolbe’s actions,
I went on to enlighten him regarding the history of the ban. I had
known from the beginning that the three zhulikehs who had started
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months ago; I had known who had the problem with my book, but
I did not know whar the problem was, By this time, what it was
that was bothering them had filtered down to me. Until they saw ~
I cannot say, read - Making of a Godol they were convinced that
their progenitor-rebpi was “sanctified from the womb,” that is,
bom a saint, and my book says otherwise. It tells that, at the age
. ©f 13, he and my father, Zatzal, his bosom friend, older than he by

[ArtScroll, 1993], to wit, my father was asked by his mother the
first time he brought the orphaned Aaron to eat 2 meal at my
grandmother’s home, “Who is that boy? The Shekhinah rests on
him” - see page 39, ibid. [and page 296 of Making of q Godol,
where this story is repeated], These foolish ralmidim of R’ Aaron
[of whom their repp; is ashamed) assumed my grandmother was a
prophetess like Bithyah, the daughter of Pharaoh, who was en-,
dowed with the ability to see the Shekhinah alongside baby Moses
floating among the bulrushes on the river’s bank [(Massekheth

Rabbi Wolbe that everything I wrote in the book has a solid
Source, which I set down along with my report: Regarding R’ Aar-
on’s reading of Russian literature — like my father's — my father
had repeated it op many occasions, including in R’ Aaron’s pres.
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in order to become gedolim a greater credit to them than being
born great,” I said to Rabbi Wolbe. “And if anyone should think
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that by revealing thig fact angd attn'buting his (ang my father's) be-

ing saved for a Torap, future (o R’ Ruvep Grozovsky, 2atzal, | wag
attempting to demote R’ Aaron, he should Jook at the four-Jipe
Paragraph [ addeq On page 329 _ after explaining whg, R’ Aaron
Meant whep pe eulogized R’ Ruvep by saying, ‘He pulled us oyt

of many mijregs,*» The foyr lines read;

R’ Ruven fespected him,» (In a footnote, | give the

hame of R’ Ruven's very close talmiq,)

I concludeq rhetoricauy to Rabbj Wolbe: “If | had any Intentiop,

forfend, o degrade Rabbj Kotler, would I haye added thjg little
paragraph?” .
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Yeruham favored the first option, (In the Paragraph that follows,
ibid,, | explain why, in R’ Yeruham's Opinion, secuar subjects
were not as dangerous at that time a5 they had beep 30 years ear.
lier, when the Volozhin Yeshiva was closed down rather than jp.
cluding secyjar- Studies in jtg Program.) we reaq together the
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about Rabbj Levovitz’s having approved secylar Studies (even yp.
der the described special circumstances): “It‘simply cannot be!”

Rabbj Wolbe’s 8randson - henceforth | shall cal] him “Shim*j” _

After Proving that I gijq not invent the Story of R’ Yeruham,
' i » “So both YOU and Rabp;

Aidelstein are lying.” After I describeq the behavior of “Shim‘j™
Jather towarg me in my firs; letter to You, Mordechai, | can verita.
bly say that the young map, Is a chip off the old block,
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den.” (This young man did not bother to explain why jt Just “hap.
pened” that the ones who had 8one to Rabbj Elyashiv to complain
about Making of a Godol were " al] Kotler-connected, as I wrote
You, Mordechai, jn my first letter, In fact, there was a fourth mem.-
ber in the Zhulikehs’ committee, whom | hever mentioned to you
until now - pe counts so little to me that he wag not worth mep.

essarily spokep very loudly to my hard-of-hearing host, would
carry throughoyt it; “Shim*j” had been staying out of sight, in the

our private conversation, but when he heard me saying such “jjes”
as 1 did - that jt was Kotler-connected people who were bothered
by what was written aboyt their godol, and that R’ Yeruham hag
approved secujar Studies - he coulq hot contain himsejf and made
his entree, Why “Shim'j” felt, in the first Place, that he haq to be
Present when | spoke to hijs grandfather was, obviously, so that his
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to cheating — apg Cheating ope’s OWn, aged grandfather, Zealotry,

- Mordechai, obviously gives ope blanket permission to cheat, per-

petrate who knows what Other gangsterisms, and even disobey one
of the Ten Cormnandments, “Honor Your father and your mother”
(which, according to some opinions in Yorex p, ‘ah [240:24, and
V. Baiur haGrg qq loc., and Bajyr haRadal op Pirgei de’Rapbi
Eli'ezer 36:23), applies to grandparents ag well); Zealotry expiates
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all sin. I was surprised that e ba‘al Musar Rabbi wojpe did not'
tell “Shim*j” ¢o leave as soop as he made hjs appearance, right
then and there; he dig 7ot even tell him to hold hjs tongue and not

wouldn’t haye listened to him anyhow, In connection with this, see
Da‘arh Migra (Mosaqd Haray Kook, 1983), which interprets 3
Verse in Proverbg (28:24) in 4 Way which makes ; ; the normal Jewish way of doing things is what R’ Baruch-Bar
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did! “‘Do YOu see me criticizing R’ Baruch-Ber now?" I asked
Rabbi Wolbe rheton'cally. T also pointeq out that | Cross-refer thjs

Subjects “ang by this jt affects the purity of outlook transmitted

from the mouths of oyr teachers, the greats of the &enerations,” |

turned back ¢, What I haq shown Rabp; Wolbe earlier, when djs.

cussing my portrayal of hjs Mmaster, Rabbj Levovitz, page 511, and
dk

&ree the Alter of Slabodka Was scorned by the family of Rabbi zjy
for what pe did agajng; Grubin; he was termed “rodeph (pursuer
with ap intent to kill),” ang refused a minimum of hospita]ity by
the Musan‘tes of Kelem. The Alter wag willing to eventually bear
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At this point, “Shim‘j” Piped up: “What do you mean that your
book does not éncourage secyjar studies? Let me te]) you that a
certain rav jn Brooklyn related that sjx of his bq ‘alebatim told him
they had beep Planning to send their sons to Yeshiva, but after
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41968 Anatomy of g Bap

Now it was my tum to call “Shimy” the liar, and | said, “This
is another lje you people are Spreading about me, One lie they

rav in Brooklyn|” .

“Shim*j" objected and volunteered, “It’s 5 true story: I'll find
out what the rqy's hame js.”

And I challengeqd him, “You do Just that, and call me with j»
He did not call me, of course,

When I asserteq to Rabbi Wolbe that, antithetically to what my

ol
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detractors claimed, | had received Very many communications from
people who were edified by my book. “Shim‘i” muttered under his
breath, “It’s like a Red Heifer (parah adumakh) [Numbers 19: jt
purifies the defiled but defiles the pure.” I did not respond, but |
thought to myself, “Why does this young man speak disdainfully,
may G-d spare us, about a din of the Torah? Assuming that my

- book ‘defiled the pure’ — which it did not! — did not the Torah ap-
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8edolim, while the Positive effect the book has had on its readers
is not merely ap Xpectation byt 5 reality, begging to be weighed,
Measured apqg appreciated, Nog for a Moment did MYy opponents
think that the book was at a]] beneficia] as well. Wej), actually,
Mordechai. When T wrote the book, L, too, dig N0t realize jt woyq
influence People for the good - Pointed thjs Out at the end of my
Previous letter to you - pyt, Unintended by me (and for the reason

Kahannemap, had dope when Tfeporting to the Alter of Slabodka
about Rabb; Levovitz - Which I had reaq with him earlier, as [ re.
borted to yoy above, | banged dowp on Rabbj Wolbe's table and
said, “Narz ejkp eier Musar (Here’s your Musar for You)!” In reac.
tion to this, “Shim‘j» Jjumped UP and said, “[ protest vehemently
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4200w Anatomy of 4 Bay

As a follow-up to this meeting, I decided to find out, op my
OWn, what the objectionable Matters were, Actually, by this time, |
had heard the figure of 20 from another Source, and tried 1o track

odd-numbered. pages on the right (with both Pages having likely

the 11 sheets: XX{-xXii, xry, 264-265, 304-305, 306-307, 311-312,
386-387, 510-511, 512513, 1094-1095 ang 1096-1097 - for a to-
tal of 2] Pages. The 2] pages do not becessarily have 2] of what
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able to reconstruct 13 of the 20 saig problems, and the other 7 - if
the cited number Was accurate - muyst also be found Somewhere on
wwwmmmmmmmmmmmw
T 31 TAY MO Prs by pys M2 KT ImRY oy by 211
P3N A3 390 paxs wx RWRY 7D At XYY Y97n NV DK ap by
w0 N nny PAIW M 13 oy xamp 373 KON 3w ey nx
0TI YUY ke oy OIMI3 3370 Kk k) S nyan Soy susbe
27 W3 oKy — VW ornm nove Y TIwy 1y nmwn nx
MNN DX oD o3 WA nyun Yo ames R VYRS oy xnp iy
KD WK M1 on Yongy DTS s vy 3% 3 1P % wo 1
"0 APY Bevan BMINKRA DMpYYY panny WPI MK
DROVA Py epyy M3 3% o vy MO MRS qopns
93PN ZNK 0w nypp I3 3%y w37 Y MBKY nranan “yn
AW 00 nyraph WpoR Yo vmzpy by L E R U T - — 90oB3
MR R S— ORI WOPN NX yavp VX TTBY Ty MY Yemyn
PR BX 3w vom px ORI YRw Yw oy PO "pyn mprbypen
901 0Y-InX Yo n3mn Y30 %Y maney AP NR¥DY "pvpnygen o™mayn
R TRY Y Yon gpyn TWY-INRD AR Mpon oMoy owhyn pmap
AP 00T Y ey TIBY WY (5N wymvn TIND3) oxDON Ve mpon
B3 503 MK K3w A TBYM oxnwn prys MR Ty B IR Sy
01%Y 1oy T2 IKY T35 by N7 9930 s wve wop WD 12) vy
AR 1S Y - 0 ooyn 700D KIT X370 vpopy — mx
20 Yo voxnon BB 00 Sw gy OTBY Yron ot anmpy
RS WMy mYxn o030 0Ny ovan-xn IR BTIIDY | ovayy o™y
00T YIRS Dypysn BTBYA Mwen 9y (AR M3 o Yy
1510-511 ,386-387 WI17312306-307 ,304-305 12642265 oy xxjoxyi
TIRY 0NV 0Ty Tme oMoy o0 Jo3 +1097-1096-1 ,1094- 10935 1512-513
23 ey ORON Ny ooy mON3 o XY nukn o nayn
(311231247 1 XXX D TRY) g Sy omaw  gwpes nobos
20> B my snmw o0 NwDY v pyyee TRN MADY ANy mypin
MAVVD T R S mypn 'R0 15 oRy Yoy-nev v o*nm)
Y3VOS ,"mrvan ooy~ T3 Moy-odbe ey NN a1 b 9555 “nyyar
3 X¥2'% 17 03 myavn o PMION T0oDn Xy DOYY My — nInKn




2 “Uuml 7 san

‘—--—~_

the 21 listed pages. I decided to study the pages carefully and dis. ['
cover what it was in them that might have aroused opposition, The
four subjects I discussed with Rabbi Wolbe - the reading of secy.
lar literature by my father and R' Aaron Kotler; R’ Yeruham
Levovitz's support for secular studies when the existence of
Yeshivorh in Lithuanja Was in jeopardy; the different actiong by R’
Baruch-Ber Leibowitz and R’ Yaakov-Yitzchok Ruderman whjle
spending their Sabbaths in Elizabeth; and the source for the claim
that I was encouraging secular studjes — are within these pages:
305, 511, xxii and 264-265, respectively. Even if I have the pages
'wperein my detractors found fault, I cannot, of course, be sure I
Will be able to reconstryct their warped reading/thinking and de.
fine exactly whay it was within those Pages that disturbed them,

Euznt #2 - January 10ty

It was before the Friday night davenen that the gabbai of my
shul (who happens to be, | believe, the only person in my neigh-

ing of a Godol is in the “Rare Books” section, to see what it was
all about. He sajq he wanted to interview me so a5 to give me a
chance to defeng myself. I declined his offer, saying that although
I was faultless, I woulg rather not discuss jt With him, and would
prefer to let the whole affair die down, The Teporter already knew
somehow that the problem with he book had something 1o do
wWith R Aaron Kotler, but he tried drawing more information out
of me, saying, “In the published issur it said that yoy denigrated
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complained about the book, because I have been getting telephone
calls from all over the world to the contrary, that Yiddishkeit has
been strengthened as a result of reading the book.” When he asked
who the complainers were, I did not want to give him the name of
Rabbi Kotler’s ranting-and-raving grandson, lest he foam at the
mouth over the telephone, and cause a hilul Hashem, so0 I told him
the names of the other two zhulikehs and left it at that. ] ended the
wwwwwmwwwwmwwmmmmmmw
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background in the picture, The article, headlined, “Tpe Rabbis
Burn Books,” and bylined, “El;j Shai,” included several droplines
which read as follows: “Nathan Kamenetsky wanteq only to glo-
rify the rabbanim admired by him; he invested years of research in
a book about the great Lithuanjan rabbis, and now davka the
greatest rabbis call oyt to ban it; in several yeshivoth they even
burned the book; why? because the rabbanim are Presented in it as
human beings with weaknesses and imperfections instead of a5
perfect idols; the banneq book has already become a collectors’
item, and a single copy s Stored in the ‘Rare Books’ section of the
Nationa] Library,” Within the story, one highlighted Passage reads:
“From the announcement in Yared Ne ‘eman: ‘We were shaken to
hear that a “pycp (book) called Making of a Godp} is being dis-
tributed; it is fy]] of severe degradation, debasement, humiliation
of some of the great holy teachers from whose mouths all of the
House of Israe] lives... This ‘buch’ is forbidden to enter the Con-
gregation, to. keep at home and to read it.., and everyone who
guards himself shoulq stay a bowshot's distance from .’ Another
highlighted Passage reads: “The great Torah scholar Kameneck;,
father of the author, is described as a lover of secular literature,
mainly Shakespeare, Agatha Christie, Sherlock Holmes and Puysh-
kin. ‘This also You do not know?) the rav chided ignorant sty.
dents who hadn’t heard of Anna Karening, Concordantly, he was
proud of hjs Philosophic knowledge of Plato and Aristotle, of
Kant, of Hobbes and Locke”, And a third highlighted passage
reads: “When Rabb; Aaron Kotler (eventually among the heads of
Agudath Israel) was engaged to the daughter of Rabb; Meltzer,
Meltzer discovered Jove letters that Kotler had sept to his daugh-
ter. “What kind of “takhshit” did You bring me?!” the father of the
bride complaineq to the shadkhan, didn’t promige You a 1zaddig;
I got you 3 ‘Uluy," the matchmaker sajd, The 8randchildren of
Kotler, in the Lakewood Yeshiva in America, bured the book,”
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Aside from the details which the reporter got wrong - such as
my father being a lover of secular lite.raturc, anc'i pr'o'ud of his
(very limited) knowledge of the listed philosophers’ writings — 'the
story pertaining to “love letters” was totally corrupted by him,
Here is the story as jt appeared in a footnote on page 802 of my

book;

A reliable source Teported that R’ Aaron wrote a letter
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UGk Anatomy of @ Ban

his fiancée of which her father, R’ Isser-Zalman

Jrum that everyone will suffer from him,» (I then
Cross-refer to two Places in my book “aboyt R’ Aar-
on’s later frum zealotry.")

the habhurog, delivered by R’ Aarop Kotler in the year just prior
to his leaving Slabodka,” (Ina footnote, ggq loc., I refer the reader
to Volume 2, where | wag Planning to discuss th;
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porter writes]), Page 308 (my father’s Jove for R’ Aaron); page
296 (my grandmother “seeing” the Shekhinap, discussed above);
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from my book that he mentions in his article, In fact he seems to
be annoyed with me for refusing to talk to him, referring to me as
“the mute (illaim) author,” as he invents a proverb, which | had
never heard before, whep claiming, “The author’s favorite Yiddish
adage is, ‘If one wants to creep UP smooth walls, he devises pegs,’
insinuating that they are-looking for eXcuses to attack hjs book,”
Unless one of the two Zhulikehs to whom [ directeq him provideg
him with the details he set down, I cap only speculate tha the same
one (or ones), whoever he was (or they were), who feq him the

philosophy); Pages 1287-128g R’ Hayyim Soloveichik’s prefer.
ence for the fon-rabbinica] Jjfe), Pages 982-983 (R’ Hayyim’s early
Stage fright); Pages 1018-1020 (rough treatment by R° Laizer Gor.
don and R’ Agrop Kotler of taimgim, Who argued o their
hiddushim during thejr Presentation); Pages 872-873, 1043 (chess
Playing in Slabodka [by Students, not by staff members as the re-
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Zvi Finkel, the Mashgiah of the Slabodka Yeshiva, ap historica]
figure and noy , mere "shadkhan/matchmaker." as the journaljs

informatiop Secret (so he would not divulge the answer anyway), |
decided not to speak to him,
Someone Suggested that I write a letter to the editor, complain-

Lorincz once told me aboy¢ Moron R’ Velvalleh Soloveichik, Ray
of Brisk, of blessed memory. He hag been vilely attackeq by
Rabbj Yehudah-Lajp FishmamMaimon in Harzophep, the Mizrach;
daily newspaper, Whereupon R’ Shlomo, ap outstanding politica]
Organizer, wag approached by Rapb; Sholom Schwadron, who, to-
gether with g number of activists in Jerusalem, decided that public
gatherings shoylq be held in several cities to protest the bizyon
haTorah (humiliagiop of Torah). Rabbj Lorincy went to discuss the

without the ray's approval,” and wag told, “T ask You not to do 3
thing.” When R’ Shlomo objected, “By¢ according to the Shulhan
‘Arukh the public is required to protest,” and Rabb Soloveichik

then said teasingly, “I am Impressed that You know the 4jy, in the
Shulhan ‘Arukh by heart. Cap you tell me what j Says after that?”
and R’ Shlome replied, I only memorizeq the halakhah that I
knew I would be Tequired to quote to the rav.” Rabb; Soloveichik
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Euent #3 - January 17t

The Friday afternoon following the publication of the Ma'arsy
article, the demons were at work, The ssur Published ip Yated
Ne'eman four weeks prior wag Pasted up in the streets for the first
time. This wag 7ot the same issyr g5 the origina] one, about whijch
Rabbj Elyashiv sajq that jt hagd been “stolen” from him, for al-
though its date and language were identical to the first, it now had
ten signatures, not the origina] SIX. (In my letter of December 26th,

<
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- Kotler “belonged” ¢, them (and by huxniliating him, forfend, | was

getting back at them), Doy they realize that R’ Aarop “belongs”
0 me, as he does to every observant Jew, to kigy Yisrael? Whep
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Euent #q _ January 20ty

Three days later 4 Very fine — and najye _ midd]e.
Visited my home and sajq that he Was aware both of th
book hag aroused in tpe Zealot cireleg and of Rapp; RRs
ment in the dcnunciau‘on Of the book, He had

Proached R and Suggested that he Mmeet

118S over 50 a5 1, TeSrain the zga1y Officially, gp;s -

as speaking though Rapp,; RR were Intermeg; s Lo = i)

€ Zealots me, but pe let m kno quite cle V303 ey 4 “Don IR
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hamnesseq himse]f ¢, [the author’s) ajqg and works with
every the Mmeans to make the vermin [shererz] Clean,
It wag fonveyed to the editoria] board that the above
has Promised the author of the “buch” ang his family
that he wjj accommodate them with , Change in the
Position of the poh'tjco-natxonal' 7av [Rabbj Elyashx'v],
and bring around hjs Support in making kosher the
Haskalgh book. The Struggle agains; this masi;y author
wil] continye jp, its fy]] force, [and] the veil will pe
lifted from his Supporters and hjs Protectors, wpo are
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42208 Anatomy of q Bay

Ots are already gathering signatures from the gedoim
for the herem, Woe is to ys that we haye come to
this!!

appointed by Moron [to do] - and this despicable
publication Portrayed it as if | were battling and seng.
ing messengers to make the book kosher, which is ab-
solutely untrye, Anyhow, whep Rabbi Feldman told

is Rabbj RR - who was not brought into thjs affair by
me. He ought to be called in to stay the plague [per
Numbers 17:15),

i i

i

i
i
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Eueut #5 - January 2243 (morning)

The following day, at the coaching of one of my brothers, [
called Rabbj RR by telephone, angd we had a long conversation,
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then he revealed to me, furthcrmorc, that the Friday prior,
“sornethiug- as close to a herem a8 possible, withoyt calling it that,
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more volumes of Making of o Godol, Knowing tha the attitude of g questionab]y 8ained wea]th, Funhcrmore. RR was raised in an g
kn ith h .

mosphere that 5 hekhshajr may be foupg for one ang all, and
when he &TeW up, he hag trouble dealing witp, the revelatiop that jt
Was not so, He then assuaged hjs conscience apg atoned for the
Sin of hjg bencfactor, who saw €verything as kosher, by Seeing

evaluation of My book: Rabp; Zelik Epstein ang Rabbj Moshe
Stembuch, Uue gedole; Tora/zl(unlike RR, who Was crowned ,
&aon by zeajots and thejr jlx _ as my “frieng” titled him when he
described the witch-hunters’ rendezvous, and as the fellow who
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my book totally kosher. Rabbi Aharop Feldman haq found seyeyg;
things to correct and hejq that, afterwards, the book should be read
" by CVery yeshivg bahur; the signatorieg on the issur were told that
20 things neeg to be Corrected, ang that is all; but the “gaon Rabbj
RR” says that jt ‘ontains “hupdre s of forbidder, things! Thjs
makes me poy an author whq simply dig not explain himse]f prop-

TR nR Yay MR SY ypon MTYAT wy v A XY 39
VIR D3 Yogben VIV B3 mrmvyn PR N130Y Yi9v g3y NP Y0 noyem
KDY 1w myes TN Sy o POPIBD Mpy b4y 90030 g
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_slcighbof-hand tricks, Like the magician Who drops 4 handkerchjef

Into a hat apg pulls oyt 4 rabbit, he is now Proud to have been the

dreds of things wrong with the book.” Ang this magician drey, not
one trajfeh rabbit out of a kosher hat, byt hundreds of Iraifeh pas.
Sages out of 4 koshker book - true sorcery,

- There wag 110 use for me o deal with Rabbj RR, and he, too,

(e0)) ICAT ., - DM 227
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cized oyr Cousin for sigm‘ng on the bap, and mentioned IWo espe.
b b g

an
sion of [King] Sau]” ip letting Ham

» and withoy, ado declareqd, “I will not
sign anything against g sop of R’ Yaakoy Kamenecki!" He applied
to theijr fequest whar R Moshe Cordover, of Tzephath Wwrote in

be crue] 1o them or insujt them, ang the like, but muyg; Pity them,
cxaucswcsm TXE

OI™IWS grymyy "0 13 1orm RN by onng %Y unnpwy NP by AMpry
X Yavy VIR M qhyy NN e AT mhy now T IR g
™Y X by ™3y~ N2 oo xY oo P77T Wvax T vy N
B'RNBA) nvpyy TR vy ™A e by MR 3P0 jal 117

W RD 1 by MMP3 npy; Mo oy by TPI23 Absing DX™p wnxb
RULIE bAc I POBY Ton 1x QLR (AR TP Y ~[150m; NXT apy nx
300 1y yoyveg, P 5 BN DR Bvpxay KUCLIN-TT Qe o o
0Py Yy msn xop SAND Ay 0N ovey % nx TN vy
I3 o by TR ey anma Yo ™Y mony 1o™07 ; avpy xam
73M 3% oxp WY msng VY Sp gy oWy v XY B%yy
ST panmy 105 Savep ™1 XY R ia) ¢ ARPTY WIXY 3 oy ma
B PRIPD 93 | maby,y 397 8y ke NOD nmpps TIP3 amx nYaya
NOXIT anomy "ITW a3 AN3Y nbyye BKD o3y 1K yxy

19X 735 34n 23 XY %9 pagay 87T noy ey BMK 8oy ik Ly ™o
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WY noy 3 xaxw D x5abx "IPIIN ey pat-l T, B8 Mo my hidal- T
(MWD Yrpay PIZD p by ) 3 bopy 370 oom VoKX Tpy ey
Mo¥I 3y B3 Ay apme N3 3y TR 000 Amx ™I ax
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™M noyp MUY S gy TR NG Yy, X7 oD vyxn LI I
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FTR¥T 31y POy yny B X% o v ownny X B3 wpany

L 4 EN. 2% g P00 Sy myp BTOM gy W py
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saying, ‘After al] they are children of Abraham, Isaac ang Jacob;
even if they are Improper, their fathers Were proper ang fine, ang
Whoever humiligtes the children, humiligres the fathers: I do not
want the fathers 1o be humiliateq by me."” ap aside: The ranter-

and-raver, who Organized the by in America, sent around megsep.

Tecorded thjg document jj, its entirety, ang j begins wih the
words, “In accordance With the Torah duty incumbent upon me,

COMMUNICATION - D"Mwpn €231 )

the confessiona] - You, Mordecha;, may see what this basis is by re-
reading in my previous Jetter to you the documenteg footnote I hag
Prepared to appeng 0 my suggesteq confession, begimu'ng with the
words, “[ shal] €xplain the two sides of the Question, etc,” (Docy-
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TR 395 mbyane 3983 .omnk pry VIOKI upn oavwn 8O nmy
19T IS N3 poy 33,509 paxsw TRRA NI pvew ™93 ymavwna by
IONY nTInE nx MY 8705 |, nYvpnge LA L TN X 20>
73K g WINRY Y5x xven VIO Yovpy NS N3y e %
BN By TR UMDY Ry "12.,°%0 nowa nx MORY oy mYonws
Pon oMY Bpx by T ok oomn wop MY 13y " nuson
TBVMN 3 mvamyy OTMNDYY vy MWD yamy BTN opexy
' (W xS ax
-la i 5 LA VI AR pn XY pryy WX LA35N 398 ARy
9N owipRy 3y MR o by B9 o by I wamgy
NI 05 M 933 “angxen QAL L T fay et T, mmb
W vo3p W YIS M3 (rvpvpen MYeERs) mnoxys Yox Nopnn ORPA P
'3N303) oowRY 1ye MG Mo wosue PR Mp3 iy WIDD A
TINT NN gabapy »Rnn xm N Yaopn nx RIT o1n BTpn
9913 13y mabn gwn ([T o0m) pp Ry Yy R 173y by
3% mwx s 37 % onnb 122 noyY wpx e FMEIN Ry vy
MY 07 % vy bodw ovph Y Yy gy TITO 1KY 3ty
B2 yh ey W 5T0) npyn RULAR LT I PR Y5 srogen g AMK
QNNA X oy QVIX~ ,oyvpy »Ann xom BTPR ansa3 mn Ll
DY ax Wy muabnmy by D oy vy wwsn ([U T20D] *nwy
= V% "Ma s nYEnY s Ny by PR s v
T oTpn 0B xpmy MRNY Mvabnng D MK Yyss P2OTW R
O¥Y DR pxe 903 Ynppy KM ™Ma oy %5 nyng 087 nx
o nhy MOPRIY ooy mwy by aghy 3% mpp «(V Joon) "poon
MK BNy PRY™PD vy OM5T3 Wy npy %% ob My %an vapm

|
r!......------—“




w32 Anatomy 9f @ Ban '
the letter 5 in ba'g) teshuvah aythor I was pleaseq to hear

Wolbe, When I showeq it to him, Then, to show that, on the other
hand, there was factua]ly N0 one whom the book hagd affected aq.
versely, I Mmentioned thy¢ in the 15 days since our first meeting, at

together? I g gratified to receive an affirmative reply. I hadn't
brought Rabbj Ephratj’s telephone Number with me for the visit,

oy -

COMMUNICATION - nMwpn
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nard a vory thyr R Yosheh-Ber Soloveichik of Brisk once said, “If
YOu repeat Something / saig i, Your name, ny, | can live with jt.
but don’t YOUu ever repeat something yoy saig in'my name"

Euent #g - January 2Bth

I could now dream tha; there was g Chance, ajbej; a slim one,
that Rabb; Wolbe would go through the 29 problematic Mmatters
and find ther not so bad gzt all, and, a5 a gesture to g cousin, he
Would retract pjs Signature, This might be the first break i the

wwwwwwwmmmwwmmwmmmmmwww
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have a[p acceptable] place In a book. To my great an-
8uish, it wag clarified to e that there are hundreds of
Places in Which there jg an affront to the Torah grears.
This means that the whole approach in the book is op-

With a blessing for ay that is good,
his relatjve [signature] Shlomo Wolbe
Bocumens B8)

From the Words “hundreds of places” (in Which there js “an af.

about below) thz;t “Shim‘j» Wrote me sj
describing here, It wag Rabbi RR who.

I = I . L

COMMUNICATION - Mwpn 4237s
had called Rabbj Ephrati, as pe had assured me he would, or not; [

Surmise he djd not, and this wag borne out i “Shim‘j™'g later letter,
Which you cap read below. I was Surprised that Rabbj Wolbe, 5
Supposedly intelligent Mman, did not agkx himself of Rabbi RR; «if
there are hundreds of things Wrong in the book (‘as was clarified to
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(BB 7non)
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SN0 Yonwn gy ny IRRI Y 39 NI By by M
73373 apoRa ks 73IM 2 nhep (W25 voyK Yy oPon k)
B 10w why "YRYT answ A0 ey X3V an
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3w yang KL PR womy M3 395 wyyanye LA A, VR
T3N3 ax py X2 933 973 INVD R vy w37 Poponn
20PN Xy K0 o ny VYT Y sy 03 MoK avy wopnT
NKEONT 19ms TRMG 03 mypgye by 20005 nymnoy pxy YoM
i 2¥5. 0K Sxp xy "OWBOIR DY Py TOXT 735
T2 % Yanyw 02) 003 gmpry NRD pagr gy
R 2n503 IO W3 nen 1oAY Ty
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complaints against the book” - “say there were only 207" Also, on
what did Rabb; Wolbe base his claim that “the demand of the

the gedolim... in 4] their perfection™? Perhaps they had also signed
the issur, as he himself had done, because they were told that 20
Specific things were wrong; perhaps his thesis that the “approach
to the Torah grears in all -generations” must be oblivious to their
imperfections (even if these faults are not unequivocal) is pot
shared by the gedolim. (The arbitrary assertion in the text com.
posed by the zhulikehs that “from al] of [the book], there blows a

chilling wing” Was written only as an afterthought, but not as a

ceived from people inspireq by the book.)

As to Rabbj Wolbe’s Ostentation regarding “oyur approach” and
the “education we” provide, I can say, Mordechai, that there is no
empirical proof that his educationa] method is the correct one and
is as successfy] as he would have us think, In fact, unfortunately,

zestfully wrote 2 response to my brother, too, in which he tries to
ward off my brother’s criticism for hjs being ungrateful to our fa.
ther. He writes: “One thing I wij] tell you: Had your father zarzql
been alive whep R’ Noson wrote the book, he wou]q under no cir-

would have dope were he alive; and he is 5o sure of what my fa.
ther would have done that he begins his sentence with the words,

COMMUNICATION - nwwpn 2398

“One thing I will te]] You,” meaning that if other things he wrote
may be controvertible, this is one which is absolyte, Did he not re-
alize that haGaon Rabbi Zelik Epstein, the person to whom my fa.
ther wanted to entrust Mesivta Torah. Vodaath whep he retired in

wwuwmwmwwwwwuwawwwmwaw«wawwmqumaw
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(and called “praise for me"), viz., that | Teceived my guidance
from my father and that I “never deviated from it"; he does not

and the greater “several hundreds” in the letter to my -brother js

n3VA "M317% ormanby ¥3R3 m3M 237 yey oy O B IMOwER 3
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135 391 S "ARDMT R A vmam — WO YU Moy a1 a0
3M Y2 vanmt xavwx 003 B™PYn pvman "MKDTT MY 3% by o

1D D3 M Yvov kY 9k X 37X 2R3 Rixg BTV NP, 75N by
W P by PN o wpony px XpY Yoan oo “PIRD” Yy mayb i
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Take note also of how the “hundreds” of things wrong in my
book, about which Rabbj Wolbe wrote to me, increased to “sey.




(Naively, Rabb; Wolbe does not realize that this definition of any
of my stories is also hyperbolic, an evil joke Perpetrated by evj]
men.) But there You have it: Rapp; Wolbe is regurgitating what

father zar74;
Also note how Rabbi Wolpe ends his letter 1o me confident]y
(“this T win tell [you)™, dispetising rewards, and not only in this
world but in e World to Come. He closed his Jetter to my
brother in the same vein, too, with the words, “ also wrote to [R’
Noson] that he will have reward here ang in' the Worlg to Come if
he obeys the gedolim.” He pictures himge]f Standing inside Heaven
and deciding who should be allowed entry through jtg Gates, and

fully ang truthfully about them -

ous letter to you, Mordechai, a5 to how Truth, ang only Truth, js

he read sajq book or rejjeq on the opinjons of Second-, third.,
fourth. or fifth-rate, unknowledgeable “reliable Torah scholars”

-IMMC. . .CATION - anvpn 4243

e —————————

(Who lied whep they approached Rabbi Elyashjy and told him that
they had already spoken to the author about hjg book). In the Ce-
lestial Court, a5 you know, they do not obtain thejr information by
reading Yated Ne ‘eman, but check everything out on thejr own,
and thence, wij] invalidate this false testimony. Then the Court
will summon the great Torah scholars, Rabbis Epstein and
mmwwwwwummmmmmwmwmmw
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in Massekherh Avoth (3:11) which States in the name of Rabbj
El'azar of Modi‘im: “... whoever puts his fellow to public shame..,
even if he has Torah and g0od deeds in hand, wij] have no share
in the World to Come.” Rabbi Wolbe and his buddies wi]] unfor-
tunately be among those, may G-d Spare us, for whom the road to
Paradise is blocked - until they beg forgiveness from his cousin,

is so absolutely cocksure that he is right as to picture himself sj-
ting within Heaven, the “0Oiam haEmeth, and deciding who'l] be
permitted entry, he is the one whom the wisest of men declares
not only less thap intelligent, but worse than a fool, Remember
that!)

well-written, I shaj] quote almost in jts entirety. Self—righteously,
he writes the following (in English translation):

I must inform [you] that My remaining behind the
door was not with my grandfather's knowledge, Had
he known this, he Wwould certainly have ordered me to
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was verified to me later), therefore, because of my
grandfather’s honor, | stayed to listen to al] his words,
As long as | could stay on the side, I was silent. But
when [ saw that R’ Noson was fooling my grandfather,
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my personal duty, And I will write two small exam.
ples out of many regarding what | Wrote that he saig
untrue words:

A. The first time he was there, he said that the

whole campaign began becayse of one story abouyt R’
Aaron Kotler: that in his youth he, together with R’

B. The second time he wag there, R’ Noson said

that the reason they wanted to 80 out Personally

against him wag because they wanted him to sign on a
letter that he hag done this [outrage] ‘intcmionally,
and that ‘another Spirit was within (him]," and other

him by telephone, Understandably. by this he aroused
great compassion for what they wanted to do to him,
And lo, as soon as R’ Noson left my grandfather’s
house, my grandfather sajg that such a thing was not
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the rabbanim to cease the matter of the book. And on
this R’ Noson also did not agree. Again it wag clari-
fied that R’ Noson wanted to fool [my grandfather]
Wwith untrue things,

And with heartache I protes again against the jm-
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proved his beginning” [per Massekheth Nedarim
48a].

The writer says clearly that he had brought RR into the picture
to deal with his grandfather, and that Rabbi Wolbe showed his
grandson the letter he was writing me. I would conjecture that RR
dictated to Rabbi Wolbe what to write, Insofar as “Shim'i™"s claim
that the fracas was not started by “Lakewooders,” | wrote you in
the seventh paragraph of this letter tha the young man had said the
Same when he barged in on my first visit with his grandfather, As
I wrote there, | maintain that my analysis is correct, Of course,
When one begins deliberately looking for problems with a book, he
can clutch at any straw ang claim it is a beam, Perhaps the
Ma'‘ariv's Yiddish idiom, quoted above in Event #2, is appropriate,
to Wit, “If one wants to creep up smooth walls, he devises pegs,”
meaning that if someone js looking for excuses to attack a book, he
will surely find them. ] stand by my assertion that if not for the
story about (my father's and) R’ Aaron's youthful reading of secy.
lar books, the book would not have been banned - exactly as I told
Rabbi Wolbe. Insofar as “Shim‘i™’s claim that I lied to his grand-
father regarding what Rabbj RR Wanted me to do before he called
off his dogs, the young man did Dot understand that the threat of
excommunication began with what I “read from some page.” It was
not just “some page”: It was the document written up by the zeal-
Ots which begins with the words, “In accordance with the Torah
duty incumbent upon me, etc.,” which my “friends” handed me,
and is quoted in ful] jp my previous letter to you (Document T),
Mordechai, When RR had the long telephone conversation with me
described above in Event #6, he knew this document had been
conveyed for my signature under the threat that if I did not sign it,
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were a limited number of matters that needed to be changed in
the book, an assumption based on the axiom that I was mistaken
in not having written my book with sufficient clarity. When this
was turmed down by the zealots because “aj] [my] words..,
throughout the book” were forbidden, the zealots, with RR at
their head, were saying that there had been no mistake on my
wwawmmmwwmmmwmmwmmm
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part: There had been a deliberate purpose in my writing to dis-
8race gedolim - ip eéssence that I was 3 “shaigetz” — exactly as the

not be expected to sign a declaration such as was offered, I could
also not sign an implication to the Same effect, This s something
“Shim‘i” did not 8rasp when he accused me of fooling his grand-
father - ang perhaps “Shim“” knew that his grandfather himself
did not grasp what | Wwas telling him aboyt my exchange of texts
with the zealots, Anyway, I was not attempting to decejve Rabbi
Wolbe either about how the fracas started, or about how RR

I was a “shaigetz.”

Let me explain, Mordechai, how the eight “Events” listeq above
interlaced with the issuance of the €Xcommunication by Rabbj
Lefkowitz, | believe that the Ma'‘ariv article of January 10ty
(Event #2) set the herem in motion, even as it aroused the pastihg
up of the issur (Event #3) which had lain dormant for four weeks
after being published in Yareq Ne'eman. The three events cop.

order, and had given the copies to him. RR had simply decided
that, on the chance that | would come aroung to ceding my
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may have been due to Rabbi Ephrati’s intervention, which I had
appealed for, as above, Why Friday, January 31st, was passed
over as the fatefu] publication date may have been a matter of lo-
gistics ~ for putting up wall posters there are paid workers, but
for posting in shuls and migvaoth one needs volunteers, who are
not always easy to fing, The one question remains: If Rabbj
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Rabbi Wolbe's attitude, After RR saw that Rabbi Wolbe, who was
asked by me to help stop the herem (as “Shim‘{” surely informed
RR), was not interfering with it, RR likely returned to Rabbi

on Februaury 7th - jtself for another letter which I anticipate writ-
ing you next week, with G-d's help.

Yours sincerely,
Your rebbi, proud author of Making of a Godpl
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