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Summaries

Perfeyt Duran in Italy and the Fate of Catalan and Aragonese Hebrew
Manuscripts after the Riots of 1391

Joseph R. Hacker

pp. 61-91
This article reconstructs the biography of Perfeyt Duran (Isaac ben Moses of
Perpignan), who was a central intellectual figure of Iberian Jewry in the late
fourteenth century. His family, education, learning, and scholarly activities,
as well as his social ties, his conversion, his travels, and career after his
apostasy, are scrutinized.

Duran’s relationship to Jewish personalities in the kingdom of Aragon is
reviewed and it is proved that he had no close bond to Hasdai Crescas and his
family .On the basis of a new archival source and a different comprehension
of formerly known sources, it is established that he stayed in Pisa, Italy in
October 1398 and close to July 1413, in the region of Pisa. Since his lethal
anti-Christian writings were written between 1393 and 1398, it is suggested
that they might have been written in Italy, under the pen-name of “Efod” (the
acronym for I Perfeyt Duran — in Hebrew), to avoid persecution by Christian
authorities of the Kingdom of Aragon. His unique activity as an author who
composed writings in Hebrew till 1403 — addressed to his kinsman, while he
chose to stay a Christian for the rest of his life and married a Christian wife
(even though he could have returned to Judaism in Italy and elsewhere) —
is discussed in detail. The striking fact that, despite this, his writings were
embraced by his contemporaries and by later generations of Jewish scholars
without criticism, is raised and discussed.

Since the new document on his stay in Pisa shows that he sold Hebrew
manuscripts to Jews in Italy in 1395, the fate of Hebrew manuscripts after
1391 in the Kingdom of Aragon is investigated, based on several archival

documents.
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