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XXIV SUMMARIES

NONKOSHER BELIEFS, KOSHER BOOKS:
HIDA’S APPROACH TO SABBATEANISM

by Oded Cohen (pp. 323-350)

This article explores the complex attitude of HIDA (R. Haim Yosef David Azulay, 1724—
1806) toward rabbinic scholars who were known to be Sabbateans. In the eighteenth
century, several central rabbinic figures, such as R. Moshe Hagiz and R. Ya’akov
Emden, stood out for their radical and uncompromising struggle against Sabbateanism
and suspected supporters of the heretical movement. R. Yaakov Emden even took the
bold step of denying the antiquity of the Zohar in service of his war on Sabbateanism.

HIDA waged this struggle in a much more complex way, refusing to reject
outright spiritual trends linked to Sabbatean theology and thus refraining from explicit
delegitimation of Sabbatean rabbinic personalities and works. I examine HIDA’s method
by investigating the values that are expressed, both in print and in manuscript, in his
bio-bibliographical composition Shem HaGedolim, published in installments in Livorno
between 1774 and 1801, and by analyzing the differences in HIDA’s attitude toward

different figures and compositions.
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