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Summaries

Hsin-Chih Perng

Uses of the Particle 1y
in Palestinian Jewish Aramaic Targumim

The particle 1v> has traditionally been understood as a temporal adverb
(='now’) in all Aramaic dialects. Based on an exhaustive study of the
available, relevant sources, this paper shows that this is probably not the
case for the Palestinian Jewish Aramaic targumim, where (1175 is the
temporal adverb for ‘now’, and the particle 1¥3 is used in diverse ways.
It is the counterpart of the Hebrew particle X3, but is also added in many
places, where there is no x1 in the Hebrew text, to express nuances of
entreaty, politeness, suggestion, urge, or intention, often corresponding
to the paragogic 11~ of the long imperative and cohortative forms. In other
instances it may serve to draw attention, intensify the tone, or point out
a logical conclusion. In some targumic circles, the phrase 1¥2 mix is the
equivalent of the Hebrew pronoun *31x (as opposed to *1x), and 1v3 0
the equivalent of the Hebrew form 12°x (as distinct from 7°x). The particle
12 is thus employed as a means of formal, artificial distinction between
synonymous Hebrew forms. Except for this last targumic technique, all
the other uses of 1¥5 have their source in the various uses of the Hebrew
word nny, which is much more than a temporal adverb.

These findings, when compared with the usage in late Jewish Aramaic
targumim, show that several uses of 1y5 are unique to Palestinian Jewish
targumim. The distribution and uses of 1¥3, 13, and 1175 in Aramaic
texts enable us to distinguish between dialects and understand textual
relationships, and assist us in undertaking textual criticism.
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