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SUMMARIES VII

THE JEWISH HISTORICAL GENERAL ARCHIVES

After a lengthy interval, the Archives were once more able to send a representative to
Europe for the purpose of establishing and fostering ties in various countries. Dr. S.
Schwarzfuchs, who, among other things, was assigned the task of receiving the second
part of the archives of the Vienna community and arranging for its shipment to Israel,
spent the summer of 1966 in Europe. The large shipment, consisting of 172 crates, has
meanwhile reached its destination (see: Austria).

In recent, months, archival material has arrived from the following countries:

Argentina

Mr. Baruch Reznik of Kibbutz Mefalsim contributed a large collection of memoirs,
photographs, newspapers, and periodicals on the history of Jewish colonization in Argen-
tina from 1880 to 1960. — Mr. Yitzhak Harkavi of Jerusalem sent in the diary (1901-1918)
of the teacher Adolph Trajtenberg of Moisesville. — Mr. Hayyim Avni of Jerusalem con-
tributed the lists of files and records of the communities of Buenos Aires, Cordoba and
Concordia which he compiled during the period of his activity in Argentina on behalf of
the Hebrew University’s Institute for Contemporary Jewry and the Jewish Historical
General Archives.

Austria

Several months ago the Vienna community agreed to keep the community’s historical
archives at the Jewish Historical General Archives in Jerusalem. Thus one of the Archives’
major and most important tasks, which began in 1950, was successfully fulfilled. A part
of thes archives (containing rich, varied material on the development of the community
and its institutions from 1812 to 1944) had already been sent in thc summer of 1952 (see:
Zion, Vol. XVI, p. 106; Vol. XVIII, p. 175). It has been arranged and registered and had
already served numerous researchers. The prosecution at the Eichmann trial also made
considerable use of it (details about the contents of this shipment were published by
D. J. Cohen in the Leo Baeck Yearbook, Vol. I, 1956, pp. 341-343). Now the rest of the
material which remained in Vienna has also been transferred to Jerusalem. Most of the
files and records are from the 20th century, especially from the period after World War I
until the annihilation of the community in 1944. Only a few sections are from the 1880’s.
Of the important sections included in the shipment special mention should be made of the
following: the decisions of the Jewish Community Council; the Community’s employees;
welfare; cemeteries; general correspondence, as well as sections dealing with emigration
and expulsions during the period of Nazi occupation. Because of damages suffered
by the material during World War II, it was not classified or arranged.

The General Archives are grateful to the Vienna community and its leaders, especially
its Executive Director, Regierungsrat Wilhelm Krell, who kept the promise they had made
many years ago to send the entire archives to Jerusalem. In this, they can serve as an ex-
ample to numerous communities abroad whose archives also should be kept here, so they
can be useful in the study of Jewish history and serve as a symbol of the living bond
between Israel and the Diaspora.

Additional lists of Jewish historical material in their possession arrived from the State
Archives at Vienna. These lists were drawn up as part of a survey conducted by the
General Archives.
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Bolivia
The cemetery regulations of the La Paz community have been received through the
efforts of Tel Aviv University’s Institute for Zionist research.

Czechoslovakia

As part of the agreement for the exchange of photocopies between the Archives and
the Jewish State Museum in Prague, additional microfilms have been received of records
containing the copies of letters of the Prague community from 1789 to 1791 and between
1799 and 1801.

France

Lists of Jewish historical material in the municipal archives of the cities of Metz
(1792~ 1870), Carpentras (1153-1808), and Avignon have been received together with
a list of the archival material of the “Société pour ’'Histoire des Israélites d’Alsace et de
Lorraine” in the Departmental Archives at Strassbourg (1717-1907). A microfilm of the
trial (1669-1670) of the martyr Raphael Levy has been received from the Departmental
Archives at Metz. Mr. Werner Epstein of Paris has sent in material about various com-
munities as well as on Jewish emigration from France.

Germany

The Order of B’nai B’rith in the United States has transferred to the Archives printed
material (regulations, etc.) on its branches in Europe, particularly in Germany (I887-
1935).— An additional list of Jewish historical documents and files (1612-1941) was sent by
the State Archives in Schleswig. This list was compiled as part of the joint survey con-
ducted by the Jewish Historical General Archives and the Leo Baeck Institute in New
York. — A similar list was received from the Municipal Archives of Munich (1307-
1939). — Dr. P. Horn of Givat Rambam sent in a list of Jewish historical material (1535-
1942) in the Municipal Archives of Fulda.— Through the efforts of Dr. H. Pollak of
Tsahala, microfilm of Jewish documents (1792-1870) from Silesia as well as photocopies
from the archives of the city of Oppeln have been received. — Mr. E. von Bressensdorf of
Starnberg has sent in his study of the history of the Dessauer family (1735-1900). — Dr.
M. Heiman of Jerusalem submitted the genealogical table of the Kann family of Germany
and the Netherlands (1595-1966) for photostating.

Italy

Microfilms of the Venetian Republic’s files dealing with Jews in the 17th and 18th cen-
turies have been received from the State Archives in Venice. — Microfilms of the archives
of the Jewish community of Reggio Emilia have been received from the State Archives
in this city. — Microfilms of documents concerned with the expulsion of the Jews in 1595
have been received from the State Archives in Milan and Pavia.

Mezxico

Dr. S. Licbman of Mexico has, through the National and University Library in Jerusa-
lem, transferred seven volumes of the copies of documents concerning the trials of the
Inquisition in Mexico in the 16th to the 19th centuries, which are the possession of the
Meixcan National Archives. — The Itzhak Ben-Zvi Memorial has, through Mr. E. Elath,
President of the Hebrew University, sent in microfilms of the files of trials conducted by
the Inquisition in the period 1589-1699. These files, too, are in the Mexican National Ar-
chives. They were photographed and sent to Israel by Prof. Boleslao Levin.
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Netherlands

Dr. Leo Fuchs of Amsterdam sent in the record book of the community of Oldenzaal
(1801-1803) and the financial register of income and expenditure of the local Ateret
Bahurim Society (1822-1904).

Rumania

Dr. T. Lavi of Jerusalem has contributed photostatic copies of documents from 1864
and 1898 on the history of the Jews of the community of Stefanesti and on a society for
the study of the Torah named for Rabbi M. L. Malbim in Bucharest.
Spain

Twenty-one rolls of microfilm of documents concerning Jews have been recived from
the Government Archives in Simancas.

Switzerland

Microfilms of laws concerning the Jews of Basle (1461-1790) have been received from
the bishop of that city.— Mr. Joseph Wallerstein of Bnei Berak has contributed the register
of a mohel listing the circumcision ceremonies which he performed in the duchies of
Baden and in Switzerland in the period 1846—1880.

Uruguay
Printed material from the Montevideo community has been received through Tel Aviv
University’s Institute for Zionist research.

Private Archives

Dr. P. Blumenthal of Jerusalem has contributed the private archives of Dr. Paul Lowen-
stein of Germany (1896-1965).— Dr. P. Freund of Jerusalem has transferred to the Ar-
chives twelve additional files from the personal archives of Dr. Ismar Freund. — Mrs.
Ruth Kisch of New York sent the Archives the first part of the family archives of her late
husband, Prof. Bruno Kisch (Prague—Cologne).— Mr. Benzion Eisenstadt of Tel Aviv
gave the Archives material concerning the writer Jacob Israel Fink in Paris. — Mrs. R.
Steinhauer of Yad Eliahu-Tel Aviv and her son Mr. N. Shoham of Yad Hasharon con-
tributed the papers of Rabbi Koppel Bamberger of Worms which include documents, let-
ters and promissory notes from the period 1820-1876.

The Jewish Historical General Archives thank all the above as well as the Central
Zionist Archives, Jerusalem; Yad Va-Shem, Jerusalem; Mrs. Azrieli, Tel Aviv; Mr. Y.
Ben-Yaakov, Consul General of Israel, Philadelphia; Dr. Hugo Gold, Tel Aviv; Dr. G.
Volkheimer and Mr. Silberberg of London; Mr. Yitzhak Karmi, Motsa-Illit; Dr. Marton,
Jerusalem; Mr. Yehuda Slutzki, Ramat Gan; Mr. Meir Kishoni, Kiryat Bialik; Mr. Clive
Kessler, Sidney, Australia; Mrs. Helga Krohn, Hamburg and Jerusalem.

Visitors

In recent months, the General Archives were visited by the Knesset Education and
Culture Committee headed by Knesset Member Dr. E. Rimalt. The President of the His-
torical Society, Prof. Benzion Dinur, and the director of the Archives, Mr. D. J. Cohen,
explained the work of the Archives. Other visitors included the following: Dr. G. Berg-
mann, Sidney; Mr. N. Wabash, Chicago; Dr. W. Jochmann, Hamburg; Prof. B. Levin,
Buenos Aires; Dr. P. Meir, Tel Aviv; Mr. E. Sabbe, the State Archivist of Belgium; Prof.
D. Scott, Evanstown, U.S.A.; Mr. A. Foa, Turin; Mr. S. Pops, Economic Assistant to the
Minister of Finance, Jerusalem; Mr. Zvi Feinberg; Mr. L. Kahn, Basle; Dr. E. Sterling-
Oppenheimer, Frankfurt/Main.
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