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the Young Turk revolution which evoked new outbursts and manifestations of nation-
alist feeling on the part of the various minorities in the Ottoman Empire. One of the
concomitants of this revolution was the freedom of the press. Many of the numerous
Arab newspapers and periodicals which appeared in the years 1908-14 (in Cairo,
Damascus, Beirut, Palestine, etc.), while chary of being unduly critical of the Turks
and the central government in Constantinople, allowed themselves with increasing fre-
quency to give vent to their frustrated ambitions and general dissatisfaction at the ex-
pense of the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine (There had previously been examples of “anti-
Semitism” in Arab writings, but these had not for the most part adopted an Arab nation-
alist flavour nor were they regular occurrences).

The attacks on the Yishuv included most of the charges that were to be made in later
years: of Jewish wealth and international influence and — on another level — of seclus-
iveness, chauvinism and the desire to dispossess and expel the Arabs of Palestine and to
establish a maximal Jewish state, side by side with the demand that Jewish immigration
and the purchase of land by Jews be prohibited.

The Palestine Office and certain circles in the Yishuv tried to curb these manifestations
of hostility and to mitigate their influence. At the same time, most Zionists, including
the Zionist leadership, and the majority of the Yishuv did not draw the requisite con-
clusions from Arab hostility in which the intention of completely annihilating the Yishuv
was inherent. Zionist Near East policy was explicitly orientated to Constantinople and
the Turkish government there, taking little or no account of the Arab population living
in Palestine.

Even those Zionists who preached the need for the integration of the Yishuv in the
East and who strove to prove to the Arabs that the Jews were returning to their native
environment, failed to evolve a realist or constructive attitude towards the Arabs upon
which any policy likely to succeed could be based.

As for the Palestine Office and the Yishuv, they appreciated the need for normal
neighbourly relations with the Arabs of Palestine and with this end in view tried to
curb anti-Jewish incitement and to create a positive and friendly atmosphere regarding
the Yishuv among the Arabs and in the Arab press. These efforts, however, were for
the most part futile — as was so much Zionist activity in this period —, for the relevant
institutions lacked both the financial means and the leadership and personnel necessary
for such a campaign.

IN THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ISRAEL

The Thirteenth Annual Convention

The Annual Convention took place in Jerusalem in cooperation with the Association
of History Teachers in Israel on December 31, 1967 and January 1, 1968 and was
devoted to the subject: “Awareness of the Past in the Consciousness of the Nations and
of the Jewish People”. The following lectures were delivered:

Prof. B. Dinur — General Introduction.

Prof. 1. Baer — Society and Religion During the 'Second Temple Period as Reflected

in the Mishna.

Prof. B. Mazar — Hebrew Genealogy in the Historiography of the Period of the

Monarchy.

Prof. A. Malamat — Dynastic Tables of the Kings of Early Babylonia and Genea-

logical Tables in the Bible.
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Dr. S. Perlman — Greek History as Viewed by the Athenian Orators in the 4th
Century B.C.E.

Prof. H. H. Ben-Sasson — Society and Kingship in the Light of Jewish Chronography.

Prof. U. Heyd — The Historical Consciousness of the Turks — the Difficulties of a
Moslem Nation in Our Time.

Dr. B. Mevorah — The Historical Continuity of the Jewish People as a Factor in the
Debate on Jewish Integration in the General Society at the End of the 18th and the
Beginning of the 19th Centuries.

E. Sivan — The Crusades in the Light of Modern Arabic Historiography.

Dr. N. Levtzion — Oral Traditions as a Reflection of the African Peoples’ Conception
of Their Past.

Symposium — Zionism and its Affinity to Jewish Historical Consciousness.

Participants: Prof. J. Katz (Chairman), Prof. S. Ettinger, Dr. B. Eliav, Dr. E. Schweid

The Circle for the Study of Contemporary History
On Monday, April 1, 1968, a study day on “National Minorities in Europe Between
the Two World Wars” was held by the Circle at the Bar-Ilan University.
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THE JEWISH HISTORICAL GENERAL ARCHIVES

In its session of January 14, 1968 the Interministerial Committee on Economic Affairs
decided on the foundation of “The Central Archives for the History of the Jewish
People”. This decision was taken on the initiative of the Historical Society of Israel,
which will be represented on the Board of the new institute. According to the decision,
which had been proposed to the Government by Mr. Z. Aranne, the Minister of Edu-
cation and Culture, the Jewish Historical General Archives will be taken over by the
“Central Archives”. There is no doubt that by widening the public foundation of the
Archives, they will gain a new impetus in their growth and development.

During the last few months the Archives received archival material from the following
countries:

Austria

Dr. E. Bohm, Nahariya, donated, in memory of his uncle, Sindor Wolf, the charter
of Prince Paul Esterhazy to the community of Eisenstadt of 1690 (this document was
published by B. Wachstein in his book: Urkunden und Akten zur Geschichte der Juden
in Eisenstadt, Vienna 1926, p. XIV-XVII; photo, p.728).— From the Haus-, Hof- u.
Staatsarchiv in Vienna additional lists were received on their records concerning Jews.

China

From the Archives de la Compagnie de Jésus, Province de Paris, photocopies were
received on records concerning the Jews of Kaifeng (18th cent.).

France

Within the framework of the survey in French archives undertaken by the Jewish
Historical General Archives a copious list was received on Jewish material from the
municipal Archives of Strasbourg (16th to 18th cent.); a list of records concerning
Russian Jews from the Archives du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres in Paris (1803-
1881); a list of material from the Departmental Archives in Avignon (1298-1790) and
from the departmental and municipal Archives in Colmar (1330-1870). — Dr. Moshe
Catane, Jerusalem, presented the Archives with microfilms from records of the muni-
cipal and departmental Archives in Strasbourg of lists on changes in the names of the
Jews in Alsace at the beginning of the 19th century, as well as of permits and corres-
pondence. — From the departmental Archives of Dijon microfilms were received of
documents from the period 1295-1566.— A detailed list was received from the Biblio-
théque Nationale of the laws promulgated by the kings of France with regard to the
Jews (1206-1615).

Germany

Rabbi Zwi Benjamin Auerbach, Tel Aviv, submitted for photographing the musical
scores of the synagogue of the community of Halberstadt, compiled in 1915, together
with a register containing copies of inscriptions from Tora curtains and other ritual
objects (1690-1910). — From England were received two Mohel Books: a) of Aharon
Havelburg from Pasewalk (233 circumcisions mainly in Pomerania and Mecklenburg
1846-1866); b) of Joseph Cohn from Aurich (118 circumcisions, mainly from East
Frisia and Oldenburg, 1758-1801). — Through Yad Vashem, Mr. A. Naumburg of Ha-
fetz-Haim, presented the Archives with the Pinkas of the Hevra Kadisha of Treuchtlin-
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gen from the years 1873-1938. — From the Municipal Archives in Munich microfilms
were received from documents and files on the Jews of that city (1801-1914). — From
the State Archives in Hamburg nearly 10,000 frames of microfilms were received of
files concerning the Jews in that city (from the beginning of the 17th to the beginning
of the 19th century).— The Municipal Archives in Frankfort on Main sent microfilms
of two files containing material on the election of the elders of the Jewish Community
and on the use of the ban (early 17th cent.). — Dr. Felix Mainz, Tel-Aviv, donated to the
Archives several family documents, among them a deed from the municipality of Frank-
fort on Main about the rights to a plot in the ghetto with the stipulation to build a new
house in place of the old one which was burnt down in 1796 (parchment, 1809), as well
as copies of the expertises delivered by Haham Bernays on the construction of a new
Temple in Hamburg (1841) and the decision of the Senate in that matter (1819,
1841). — The Worms Municipal Archives sent additional microfilms of files and volumes
on the Worms community kept in their archives (1403-1793).

Holland

The Israelitische Hoofdsynagoge (Ashkenazi Community) of Amsterdam donated a
microfilm of the remnants of their ancient archives (1698-1815), comprising nearly
10,000 pages. The archives had been deposited some time ago with the Municipal Ar-
chives. The greater part of the records were destroyed during the Holocaust and
photographing the remainder for security reasons had been undertaken at the initiative
of the Jewish Historical General Archives.

Italy

Over 3000 frames of microfilm from the State Archives in Milan were received. They
contain files concerning the Jews in Mantova during the 18th and 19th centuries. — From
the Venice State Archives a further consignment of microfilms arrived. — Dr. Silvio
Cusin of Milan kindly permitted photographing the agreement (1623) of the three
communities in Venice (Tedeschi, Talmud Tora, Levantini), as well as the agreement of
1625 between these communities and the communities of the Terra Ferma of Venice.

Mexico

Dr. S. Liebman of Miami, United States, presented the Archives — through the Jewish
National and University Library in Jerusalem — with six more volumes containing copies
of files concerning trials of the Inquisition in Mexico from the 16th and 17th centuries,
the originals of which are kept in the MexicanArchives (Archivo General de la Nacién).

Russia

The Archives obtained 30 lists of donors in various towns in Russia contributing to
the Jews in Palestine, dating from the years 1913-14.

Spain

Dr. S.Liebman of Miami, United States, sent copies and photographs of files con-
cerning trials of the Spanish Inquisition from Seville, the originals of which are kept in
the National Historical Archives in Madrid.

US.A.

From Rabbi D.Schwartz of Williamsport, through the agency of Consul-General
Y. Ben-Yaakov in Philadelphia, photocopies were received of the incorporation of the
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community of Williamsport (1866) and that of the Hebrew Ladies Benevolent Associa-
tion, including their statutes (1869).

Private Archives

Prof. B. Dinur transferred to the Archives additional files from his private archives. —
Mrs. R. Riese, Ramat-Gan, transmitted the private archives of Georg Kareski (Posen—
Berlin-Tel-Aviv 1878-1947) including material on his family (1851-1959). — Dr. H.
Raviv of Jerusalem handed over a bibliographical card index on the history of the Jews
in the Balkan and the Middle East. — The late Mrs. Sara Gelber gave the Archives
the legacy of her deceased husband, the historian Dr. N. M. Gelber, including copies of
historical records he had collected during a lifetime’s work, copies and notes from
numerous archives and all his manuscripts. — Dr. Ch. Merzbach of Jerusalem trans-
ferred the legacy of Raoul Dreyfus, including the archives of the Dreyfus family in
Alsace (18th and 19th cent.).— Mrs. B. Avneri of Haifa gave the Archives part of
the legacy of her late husband, Dr. Zwi Avneri, including copies of records, lists and
photographs on German Jewry.— Mrs. Lily Elsner of Vienna sent the Archives 20 letters
of Dr. Fischhoff to Rose Elsner (1873-1893). — Through Dr. H. Rinot of Jerusalem,
Prof. H. Himmelweit of London sent the Archives copies of letters written by Karl
Mosse (Rudolf Mosse’s father) in Greatz (1830-1865).

The Jewish Historical General Archives thank all the above as well as the Central
Zionist Archives, Jerusalem; the Jewish National and University Library, Jerusalem;
Mr. A. Ben-David, Jerusalem; Mr. E. von Bressensdorf, Starnberg (Germany); Dr. Da-
niel Carpi, Jerusalem; Mr. Otto Isaac, Tel-Aviv; Dr. K. Frankel, Jerusalem;Mr. Uri
Katzenstein, Bnei-Brak; Mr. Jacob Levavi, Tel-Aviv; Mr. S. Leon, Ramat-Gan; Miss
Rivka Palgi, Haifa; Mr. W. Schwartz, Berlin, and Mr. Mark Uveeler, New York, for
documents and books donated to the Archives and to their library.

During the last few months the Archives had several visitors, among them: Dr. Heinz
Boberach, Bundesarchiv, Koblenz; the late Mrs. Sara Gelber and Mr. Emmanual Gal-
bar, Israel Ambassador to Sierra Leone in Free Town; Mr. Erich Liith, Hamburg; Dr.
Gisela Rheker, Cultural Attachée to the German Embassy, Tel-Aviv; Baron Alain de
Rothschild, Chairman of the Consistoire Central of the Jews of France and Algeria,
Paris; Prof. Benvenuto Terracini, Torino; Prof. Berthold Simonsohn, Frankfort on
Main; Prof. G. Vajda, Paris; Mr. Eugéne Weill, Secretary-General of the Alliance
Israélite Universelle, Paris; Prof. Erika Weinzierl-Fischer, Salzburg.
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